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SAllan's study will prove o be as invaluable as i s innovative,”

—HAROLD D ROTH
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Many Chinese philosophicconcepes derive from anandient cosmology, This
work i thedirst reconstruction of the myvthie thoughe ot the Shang Dynasey
(ea 1700- 11680 B.C 1 which Laid the foundation for later Chinese patterns of
thought Allan“regards the myth. cosmology, divination, sacrificial ritual, and
art of the Shung-as ditterent manifestations of a common religious system
and each 1s examined in turn, building up a coherent and consistent picture

SR though primarily concerned with the Shang, this work also describes the
~cpmanner in which Shang thoughe was cransformed in the Liter textual eradi-

tion

Sarah Allan is Lecturer in Chinese ut the School of Oriental and African
Studies, Londun Umiversity. Her previous books include The Henrond i
Soces Dy pantic Logead s Baely Chinge and Ovacle Bont Collcerionym Goat
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