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Hello! 1 am Professor Terry Pin. Today | shall
attempt to answer a question as tough as a
turtle’s shell: How did the turtle get its shell?




Turtles appear in legends all around the
world. In fact, some people used to believe
the world rested on the back of a giant turtle!




One story from China says the universe is a
turtle—and the starry sky is on the inside of its
enormous shelll

But now it is time to hear some stories that
explain how the shell came to be.






Glooskap decided to help him. He said, “Wear
my clothes to the dance tonight and you will be
as handsome as | am.”

Uncle did as Glooskap suggested and, sure
enough, the chief’s most beautiful daughter fell
instantly in love with him. This made all the other
men very angry! e
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Glooskap knew trouble was brewing. “The men will
try to get revenge tomorrow,” he warned Uncle after
the wedding. “But you can escape by jumping over
the lodge. You will jump once, then twice, but the
third time will be hard for you. Yet this must be.”
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-,;/{J*ncle got stuck on the poles of the chlmney
- Ouch! They were hot!
Thanks to Glooskap, Uncle survived. His back
became a hard shell with smoky marks. Uncle
was now a turtle!




get you again,” Glooskap wamed. “You must

convince them to throw you in the lake, because

there you will be safe.” '
So Uncle pretended he was scared of the water




And there, Uncle lived a long and happy ||fe as
a turtle, safe in his shell!
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The next story is set in ancient Greece.
The god Hermes loved to play the harp. But the
only animal that enjoyed his sweet music was the
slow, shell-less turtle.
One day, as Hermes played, he was stung by a bee.
“Ouch!” said Hermes, dropping his harp.












The turtle sighed. “Now I'll never be special,”
~ hesaid to the Creator. "And I'm so slow | probably
. won'tevensurvive.”
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“Of course you'll survive,” the Creator said kindly.
Then he put his empty soup bowl! on the turtle’s
back. “You shall have a shell for protection so you
won'’t need to be fierce or fast. With this shell you

can be slow and safe forever.”
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TURTLE TYPES
There are about 220 different kinds of turtles.
They fall into three main groups:

Tortoises, which live on land,
have heavy, domed shells, thick
scaly legs, and toes with claws.
They live in warm regions
throughout the world.




Freshwater turtles have a

leathery covering on their shell.
They eat fish, snails, and other
animals.




TURTLE BITES
Turtles don’t have teeth. Instead, they bite
their food with the sharp ridges on their jaws.
Baby turtles have an egg tooth to help them
hatch out of their shell. They lose this tooth soon
after birth.
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