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Introduction

Taiwan, surrounded by the sea, has long been a destination for
immigrants. These newcomers have brought their varied religious beliefs with
them, and also developed new rites and traditions. Today, belief in the Royal
Lords (Wangye) is one of the most popular folk beliefs in Taiwanese society,
with the Plague Expulsion Festivals being some of the most distinctive local
events.

In many regions, the festivals are held periodically. A huge number of
people participate in these activities, which have become help to strengthen
local communities, demonstrate the unique features of local cultures, and
boost tourism. These activities also reveal the bonds between Taiwanese
society and its oceanic culture, as well as the relations between men and
gods, and the social ties among individuals.
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Water: Stage for the Royal Lords' Plague Expulsion Festival
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CONNECTING PEOPLE WITH HEAVEN

THE PLAGUE EXPULSION FESTIVALS ANID BELIEF IN THE
ROVAL LORDS (WANGYE) IN TAIWAN
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FIRE: ROYAL LORDS' CEREMONIES AND PLAGUE EXPULSION
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Fire Is the key force in the
transformation from the human
L world to heaven, and is also a
4 crucial element in the Royal
| Lords’ Plague Expulsion
il Festivals. The Festivals are
= celebrated in many places, and
begin with rituals summoning the

Lords, and end with the burning
of the boat ta send them back to heaven. The main idea is to invite

the Lords to patrol the human world on behalf ofthg celestial powers,
in order to help capture and expel demons and splrlis During the
festival period, people pay their respects to the lords following
traditic ious rituals and ceremonies, and arrange

s {0 g¢ nVng for demons. The Festivals Iast for several days,
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Belief in the Royal Lords is
widespread along the
south-western coast of Taiwan
and the Pescadores, as the
early immigrants to these places
brought their religlous practices
from their ancestral hometowns,

which evolved into today's . - N e
various ceremonial actions :g;:;;?::g:; ERABNTET
during the Festivals. These

include summoning the Royal Lords from the seashores or river banks to
start the festivals, following by expelling plagues and dispelling evil, giving
blessings to the local people, and burning boats at the waterside to end the
festivals. Water thus provides an important stage for the festivals.

To show the sanctity of the Royal Lords' Boat, its construction takes
place In a highly ritualized manner, reflecting the characteristics of logal
cultures and the solidarity withln.-oomniﬁpities.
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HEAVEN: GODS PATROLLING ON BEHALF OF
THE CELESTIAL POWERS
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In Taiwan, the expressions Wangye (Lords) or caiangshui-ye
(Immortals) are general honorific titles, which can be used to honor a
historical figure, spirit, demon, or god. There are many different Lords
and Immortals, with different names, images, and stories or how they
came to be worshipped, The cult of the Royal Lords, as well as its
associated legends and religious practices, was brought to Taiwan by
early immigrants. These traditions have not only become ingrained in
today's society, but have also developed into a range of new practices
in response to changing times and different local characteristics.
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PEOPLE: COMMUNITY AND PARTICIPATION
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The key element in any

religious devotion is its worshippers. During the festival, people show
their utmost respect towards the deities, and take part in group
activities and public events. The participants include the core festival
committee, leaders of the parade, palanquin bearer associations,
honor guards, boat construction craftsmen, and followers from
different regions, with people from all backgrounds flocking to the
events. The Festivals thus strengthen the social links among
individuals and groups. Indeed, it is perhaps this social element that
has helped to keep these festivals alive over the years, as well as their
ability to greatly impress the general public,
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