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1. Improve laws, regulations
and standards

China has promulgated Law of the People's
Republic of China on the Protection of
Wildlife, Fisheries Law of the People’s
Republic of China, Regulations of the
People's Republic of China for the
Implementation of Wild Aquatm Animal
Protection and Measures of the People's
Republic of China for Special Permits for
Use of Aquatic Wild Animals, issued
Programme of Action on the Conservation of
Living Aquatic Resources of China and set
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2. Strengthen aquatic habitat protection

China has established 25 national aquatic reserves and over 150
such.reserves at local level, and designated 33 important habitats
for aquatic animals. This reserve system, which covers many
important water bodies including rivers, lakes and coastal waters,
has effectively protected rare and endangered aquatic animals
and plants as well as their habitats,
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3. Step up efforts
to save key species

China has issued the action plans to save the
Chinese sturgeon (Acipenser sinensis) (2015-2030),
Yangtze Finless Porpoise (Neophocaena asiaeorientalis
ssp. Asiaeorientalis) (2016-2025), Spotted seal (Phoca largha)
(2017-2026), Chinese White dolphin (Sousa chinensis)
(2017-2026) and Yangtze sturgeon (Acipenser dabryanus)
(2018-2085). Corresponding conservation and rescue alliances
are also established to facilitate multi-stakeholder partnerships
for conservation.
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4. Standardize management
and enforce the law strictly

Besides standardizing permit approval, the regulation of activities
such as catchmg, arhﬁcml breeding, operation and utilization, and
1mport and export are further strengthened through continual
and regulation. Speclal ‘management regulations have
been dew:loped for key spef:les such as red coral (Corallium
ruhrum) and glaﬁt salamander (Andrias davidianus) to enhance

; tection and standardlze utilization. China has

__'mrposmg severe punishment on illegal
: Cooperahon with other administrative
ments, including the Customs, the
Administration for Industry and Commerce and
the Coast Guard, have been strengthened in law
cement operaﬁons, focusing on most
concerned species such as totoaba and sea
turtles.
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5. Earnestly fulfill obligations
to international conventions

China has strengthened international exchanges and cooperation,
actively participating in the meetings of CITES animal committee,
standing committee and the conference of the Parties for China’s
voice to be heard. CITES law enforcement operations have been
carried out for most concerned species such as European eel, totoaba,
sharks and rays. China is active in strengthening law enforcement
cooperation with other parties, particularly with US and Mexico on
cracking down illegal trading of European eel and then with EU on
European eels. Management has been further standardized, with
European eel traceability management regulations developed and
stockpile surveys on pre-convention shark and ray products
conducted . CITES law enforcement trainings are conducted and
education on aquatic animal protection is also constantly being
strengthened.
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6. Species population survey

and conservation research
China has organized and carried out wild aquatic animal population and
habitat surveys to monitor for the Chinese white dolphin, Yangtze finless
porpoise, Chinese sturgeon and Chinese giant salamander. Research on
artificial breeding and epidemic diseases is prolific. At present, research on
artificial breeding is complete for the endangered giant salamander,
Chinese sturgeon, Aspiorhynchus laticeps, and Trachidermus fasciatus,
and breakthrough progress in sea turtles is being done. Meanwhile, an
aquatic wildlife rescue and rehabilitation system with a network of
scientific research institutions, breeding bases, rescue centers, and
aquariums has been formed,
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7. Organize awareness
and education activities

China celebrates World Environmental Day and Earth Day annually and
one of the themes is wild aquatic animal conservation. The Aquatic
Animal Conservation Awareness-raising Month and Chinese White
Dolphin Day are newly set to raise public awareness on specific aquatic
species. Numerous awareness education activities have been initiated via
multi-stakeholder involvement to reach millions of people in schools,
communities, fishing communities and scenic areas.




