
SHIPS OF OPPORTUNITY 
RELEASING SATELLITE-TAGGED LITTLE LOGGERHEADS ON THE HIGH-SEAS 

TO STUDY THEIR PELAGIC ECOLOGY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by George H. Balazs 

 

 



Obtaining Juvenile Loggerhead Study Animals 
• North Pacific Population 

• Port of Nagoya Public Aquarium, Minoto-ku, Japan 

• Loggerhead hatchlings obtained from the aquarium’s                                         
captive adult loggerheads were cared for and raised by                                         
the professional aquarium staff. 
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NORTH PACIFIC LOGGERHEAD TRACKS 
1997-2013 



Obtaining Juvenile Loggerhead Study Animals 
• South Pacific Loggerheads 

• Aquarium des Lagons – Nouvelle-Caledone 

 

• Loggerhead hatchlings collected from nesting beaches in NC were raised in 
the aquarium for a period of 18 months to 2 years (25+ cm SCL). 

• Care of the turtles was supervised by aquarium staffers and volunteers from 
the community helped to carry out the daily routine of feeding, cleaning and 
observation. 



Aquarium Director: Richard Farman 



AQUARIUM DES LAGONS 
Nouvelle-Caledonie 



AQUARIUM DES LAGONS 
Nouvelle-Caledonie 



Recently Completed Sea Turtle Display and 
Nesting Area 







Loggerhead turtles raised from hatchlings to 
30 cm SCL 
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Loggerhead turtles raised from hatchlings to 
30 cm SCL 







 SPOT5  Tags attached and ready to deploy 



South Pacific Tracks 



Animation by Donald Kobayashi 
 





A note about releasing these turtles 

• Releasing Juveniles into an environment where they would normally 
be located-pelagic- (not from shore) 

• Need some way to safely and humanely transport the juveniles to an 
offshore location 

• Select a method of releasing them safely 

• At what cost?  Finding cooperating partners that will donate ship 
space and time to the release 



French Navy Ship 









In Japan we used an array of vessels 



Japanese Fisheries School Training Vessel 







Deep Sea Crab Fishing Boat – Sea of Japan 









Taihyo Ferry – Tokyo to Sendai 







Whale Watching Tourist Boat 







17 PUBLICATIONS RESULTING FROM THE PELAGIC 
LOGGERHEAD TRACKING PROJECT-and counting 

http://akepa.hpa.edu/~mrice/sop/Pelagic.html
http://akepa.hpa.edu/~mrice/sop/Pelagic.html


Cooperating Entities 


