
1601 CONNECTICUT AVENUE. N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009 

CABLE: PANDAFUND TELEX: 64505 

TELEPHONE: (202) 387-0800 

March 20, 1980 

Dear Mr. Postmaster General: 

I am writinq in strong support of the proposal that four 
species of marine turtles that occur in the United States be 
considered and approved as thanes for a commemorative stamp 
issue. 

Under. date of February 13, you w~re written a detailed 
letter by Dr. Archie Carr on this matter. Dr. Carr is the 
world's leading marine tuJ:tle scientist and is chairman of 
the Marine Turtle Specialist Group of the Survival Service 
Commission of the International Union for tha Conservation of 
Nature {IUCN) • The undersigned is North American Vice Presi
dent of IUCN, as well as President of the World Wildlife Fund
U.S. 

I will not repeat the specific information set out in 
Dr. Carr's letter. However, as Chairman of th(~ International 
Conference on Marine Turtle Conservation which was held at the 
State Department for a week starting last November 25, I . 
bel.i,.eve that a commemorative stamp issue would be a very effec
tive way for raising the level of public concern about these 
highly endangered creatures. Such an issue would also be par
ticularly appropriate for the United States in view of the 
leadership it has taken in seeking to mobilize global efforts 
for marine iurtle conservation. 

Representatives of some 40 nations participated in the 
Marine Turtle Conference at the State Department last November. 
Not:only did the conference receive the financial support of 
private conservation organizations such as the World Wildlife 
Fund, but it alao received substantial funding fr01n the U. S. 
Agency for International Development (AID), the National 
Harine Fisheries Service of the Department of CorrL~erce, and 
the Depar~~ent of the Interior. 

If I may be of any further assistance in this matter, I 
would appreciate your contacting me. 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. c. 20260 

be: Mr.George H. Balazs~ 

Sincerely yours, 

\::>.f;d) Ri~sscli E. Train 
Russell E. Train 

President 



August. A constant tempera ture of 29°C wa s 
maintained in the display but alt er spraying. 
the temperature dropped to 23°C. This alwa ys 
stim 't ted male courtship ac tivity. The sp ray
ing period corresponded to the summer rain y 
se?.son of the high plateau envi ronm ent inha
bited by C. polystictus . 

The young were measured to the neare st 
rnillimeter(Quinn and Jones 1974) and weighed 
to th e neares t .1 g. Total length of th e youn g 
we1e 2?3. 210 and 207 mm (X =213 .3 m m). The 
young (n c48 ) reported by A1mstrong an d 
Murphy (1979) had a mean leng th ol 214 m m. 
The weigh ts o f my neonates were 10.2. 10.4 
and 8 .8 g (X =9 8 g). The neonates described 
by Armstrong and Murphy ( 1979 ) had a mea n 
weight of 8 .9 g. Th e young she d 9-11 days 
after birth and then l ed readily on newborn 
mice. 
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NEWS NOTES 

c U .S. SEA TURTLE STAMPS 

• 

Strong support is needed for the IUCN 
Marine Turtle Specialis t Group's petition to 
the U .S. Postal Service t o create a series of 
sea turtle stamps. Th ese commemorative 

stamps would be int ended to inc re;ise public 
awa1eness of endangered sea turtles . Four 
species that occu r in US. waters wou ld be 
fea tured . Readers are urg ed to send letters of 
endorsement to Mr. William Bolger. Postmas
ter Genera l. Washington. D.C . 20260. e 

ER RATA: HR 11(1) 

Conten ts . L egisla tive Alert . p . 8. not p. 9 e 

NC HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
RECEIVES CONTRACT TO STUDY 

HYLA ANDERSON/ 

The North Carolina H e1 petological Society 
has signed a $3.000 contract with the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service to study the distribution 
of Hy/a andersoni in North Carolina. The 
re sea rch wi ll be conducted under the guid
ance o f society adviso r Ray Ashton. North 
Carolina State Museum. The th1ee primary 
purposes of th e study are to check the 43 
historic site reco rds. (10 years o r older) . 
These sites wi ll be visited to determine if the 
habita t wi ll · sti ll support pine barrens tree
f rogs and. hopefully, to locate frogs at thes 
loca ti ons; secondly. new sites will be loca ted 
and habitat type and size wi ll be determined 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

~, ( 

.SC & :xa-W.t<ft,s f ~ 

··~ 

Hr. W1111am Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: "\ 

75 SPRING STREET. S. W. 

ATLANTA. GEORGIA 30303 

MAY 

It has come to my attentfen by way of the F1sh and Wildlife Service 
Offfce f n Albuquerque~ New Hexfco, that Dr. Archie Carr has recently 
requested the Postal Servfce to f ssue a serfes of connerative st1111ps 
featuring sea turtles. I would like to lend my endorsement and support 
to thfs proposal, and also perhaps add a few thoughts that may not 
have been covered in Dr. Carr's letter. 

The fossil record f nd1cates that sea turtles have survfved in essentially 
thefr present form for the last 100 m111fon years or so, whf le successfully 
res1stfng the vicissitudes of c11matfc changes, geologic up11fts, 
competition from other species, and the attacks of predators. In more 
recent times, however, growth of the human populatfon and ~odern 
technology have had a serious impact on the status of these animals. 

The Kemp's ridley is an example of 1 highly vulnerable sea turtle that 
appeared relatively abundant 30 years ago, but now borders on the verge 
of ext1nctfon. The adults are restricted to the Gulf of Mexico, although 
fr.111atures are found along the Atlantic coast as far north as Massachusetts. 
Tho only known nesting area for this species is a short stretch of remote 
beach on the east coast of Mexico. A 1947 film shows what appears to 
be the entire breed1ng population, estimated at 40,000 females, swann1ng 
ashore in one massive group to nest. Today the number of breeding 
females is estimated to be no more than 400 to 500. Overharvesting of 
both eggs and adults for use as food, and the skin for leather, has been 
a Major factor in their decline. 

Not all species of sea turtles have declined so precipitously as the 
~p's ridley, but this case does help illustrate the plight of sea 
turtles as a whole. All of the specfes have been affected to varying 
degrees by overexploitation for food, sport, or various products, and 
by the loss of historical nesting beaches. Many sea turtles are also 
lost each year by drowning when inadvertently caught in fishfng nets. 
At present, s1x of the seven species of sea turtles are 1ncltJded on 
the Federal lfst as either endangered or threatened. 

'}\~ 
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t To provide you with some 1dea as to the occurrence of sea turtles 
along the Atlantic coast, the loggerhead 1s by far the most COJ11non 1 

fol lo\lred by the green, arkt then three rarely seen species, the 
hawksb111. le1therb1ck and Kemp•s r1dley. The loggerhead nests 
fr0R1 Horth Caro11na southward; the green turtle nests 1n limited 
numbers along Florida's lower east coast; and there appears to be 
1 small population of le1therbacks that nests regularly on Florida's 
Hutchinson Island, ~1art1n County. The hawksb111, 1 pr1mar11y tropical 
species, seldom nests on the U.S. mainland. 

Current conservation efforts include research 1nto development of 
fishing trawls which w111 exclude sea turtles, captive rearing to 
provide hatch11ngs with a •head start•, attempts to establish new 
nesting areas (Kemp's r1dley 1n Texas), habitat and nest protection, 
egg incubation under controlled conditions to prevent losses to 
predators and other causes, prograns to control raccoon predation 
on National W11d11fe Refuges, and stepped-up law enforcement. 

Although Federal, state and private organ1zatfons are working coopera
tively to protect and restore sea turtles, recovery of these animals 
to the pof nt where they are no longer endangered or threatened is 
r.ot likely to occur for some time. Issuance of conner1tive stamps 
featuring sea turtles would be 1 beneficial step toward recovery by 
helping to focus public attention on thlf'l, as well as endangered species 
1n general. It would also be 1n keeping w1th the spir1t of Section Z(c) 
of the Endangered Species Act which states that: "It is further declared 
to ~e the policy of Congress that all Federal departments and agencies 
shall seek to conserve endangered species and threatened species and 
shall ut111ze their authority 1n furtherance of the purposes of this 
Act •• 

I hope that you will give Dr. Carr's proposal your serious consideration; 
and 1f there is any way that our off1ce can be of assistance f n th1s 
matter, please feel free to call on us. 

Sincerely yours, 

Is/ Crn}·ton J. Lank.fa.rd 
A.cting 

Regional Director 

cc: Regional Director, FWS, Albuquerque, New Mexico (SE) 
Director, FWS, Washington, D.C. (OES) 

TTURNIPSEED:rw 5/2/80 
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Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger; 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Washington, DC 20235 

F/SER64;CAO 

Recently I became aware of requests by Russell Train, World Wildlife 
Fund, and Archie Carr, International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
(ICUN), to you regarding commemorative stamps on marine turtles. The 
species of turtles proposed were the green, loggerhead, hawksbill and 
Kemp's (Atlantic) ridley. 

I would like to strongly endorse the requests and offer the assistance 
of the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) by providing fisheries 
biologists knowledgeable about sea turtles that might facilitate accurate 
depiction of the species. 

We are very much interested in the proposed idea because of the joint 
responsibility NMFS shares with the Fish and Wildlife Service to protect 
and conserve sea turtles under the Endangered Species Act. Part of our 
conservation efforts are devoted to informing the public about the status 
of sea turtles because we believe public awareness of the need to protect 
sea turtles will promote conservation. 

The issuance of commemorative stamps featuring endangered and threatened 
sea turtles will be an extremely valuable tool in promoting conservation 
through public awareness. 

Please contact me if we can provide any assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

Terry L. Leitzell 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries 
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NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Bronx Zoo 

New York Zoological Park 
New York Aquarium 

Bronx, New York 10460 Center for Field Biology and Conservation 
Telephone: (212) 220-5100 Osborn Laboratories of Marine Sciences 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

May 12, 1980 

It is my understanding that America's forem::>st mar:ine turtle biologist, 
Archie Carr, has proposed that your canmittee consider four species of 
marine turtle as therres for a camenorative stanp issue. Speaking 
for the Zoological Park's Departrrent of Herpetology, I would like to 
offer our strcng support for Dr. Carr's proposal. 

No other group of reptile has benefited mankind more than marine turtles 
· and it seems to ne that the Postal Service has an excellent opportunity 
to. contribute to the conservat.ion effort to save.these endangered forms 

., fran extinction.~ · ·· · 

I trust that you will closely examine the nerits of the proposal before 
you recc:mrend its approval to the Citizen's Starrp Advisory Ccmnittee. 

Sincerely, 

eurator 
Departrrent of Herpetology 

JI.B:gb 



.... ·-·· , ... , .... 
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/) NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
· '1 ,' \ New York Zoological Park 

New York Aquarium 
Bronx Zoo 
Bronx, New York 10460 Center for Field Biology and Conservation 
Telephone: (212) 220-5100 Osborn Laboratories of Marine Science 

Office of the General Director 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

April 17, 1980 

On behalf of the New York Zoological Society, I would 
like to strongly endorse the proposal to produce an 
endangered sea turtle conservation stamp issue, as 
recently recommended to you by Dr. Archie Carr. 

A stamp series on marine turtles would be a vital, 
timely and appealing contribution to conservation. 
With many years in the enterprise of presenting wild
life to the public, I can assure you that widespread 
public interest is essential to saving animal species. 

The Postal Service is in a unique position to help sea 
turtles, and I am very hopeful that you will_be able 
to join in this effort. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
William Conway 

----- -------------

cc: A. Carr 
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University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology 

P.0.Box 1346 •Coconut Island• Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744 
Cable Address: UNIHA W 

September 8, 1980 

Mr. Sydney B. Corbett 
Postmaster General 
Hamilton 5-24 Bermuda 

Dear Mr. Corbett: 

I am writing to tell you how honored and pleased I was to receive your 
beautiful First Day Covers on Bermuda's wildlife. I was, of course, 
particularly impressed with the.stamp displaying a young green turtle. 
I have now seen several sea turtle stamps issued by other countries 
and I can say with all sincerity that Bermuda's is surely the most 
attractive. 

Our proposal to have the U. S. Postal Service issue a sea turtle stamp 
has received widespread endorsement both from the private sector and 
from within government. Although a final decision will not be made for 
a few more months, I am greatly encouraged by the progress thus far 
achieved. On the international level, I am happy to report that my 
letter writing activities have resulted in formal proposals for sea 
turtle stamps being submitted in Papua New Guinea, Suriname, Tokelau 
and Dominican Republic. 

Thank you for the contribution 
sea turtles. 

GHB:ec 

cc: David B. Wingate 

o ntry has made to conservation of 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



MUSEUM OF COMPARATIVE ZOOLOGY 

The Agassiz Museum 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY · CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 · TEL. 6 17 495 - 2466 

Mr . William Bol er 
Postmaster General, 
Washington D.C. 20260. 

Dear Hr. Bolger, 

1 ' fay 19 0 

I m writing to eh-press my support for the 
proposal for comme orative s amps displaying sea 
turtles submitted to you by Dr A. Carr in February. 

I believe that the issuance of stamps showing 
endangered species of sea turtles would enhance 
public awareness of the plight of sea turtles.Sndh stamps 
would be attractive stid s current rel vance.to 
conservation activities in the U.S . 

I ur<.;e you to issue commemorative stamps showing 
sea turtles. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Ja,es P. ~oss 
a sociate in ~1erpetology, 

• 



The Center for Action on Endangered Species 
175WestMainStreet ~ 
Ayer, MA 01432 USA / ~ ", 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear Sir: 

4 April 1980 

We have heard of a proposal for a series of commemorative stamps 
on sea turtles. We think this is a wonderful idea. 

Commemorative stamps serve the excellent purpose of publicizing 
their subjects. Sea turtles are in serious jeopardy, and their 
conservation would be enhanced by the stamps. 

We strongly support the issuance of stamps depicting sea turtles. 

Sincerely, 

Phoebe Wray 
Executive Director 
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mr. ~~.ill.tern- Bolger 
Pos1*ias t er General 
Wasttingt on, o.c. 20260 

,Dee~, Mr. 8olger1 

It he:s come tp my attention that your office hes eeceived .a proposel thet 
f our1<species Qf merine turtles t het occut in the United Stet es be considered 
and ~pproved es themes for e commemoretive etemp issue . 

~1~ • 

!;-, . 
I w~foh to exp~eas my support for this proposel. The majority of the Uniteo 
Stat'es post.el · issues commemorete deceesed individuals or historical events. 
k_ert~'inly this is e worthy endeevor which is not to be feulted. Consider' 
However, thet in the issuance of stamp~ hano-rtng endangered species inat . 
bes1,des calling ettentie>n to the turtles ~ich era dec.eesed (due to unneturel 
ceus:es) thet cen heve e hend in bringing imminent extinction to the ettanti e> n 
of our citizens (es well es cotrespondente end philatelists in other countries). 
I n ~b doing, we celebrate th living. turtles end hopefully p~omote t heir · 
proliferation. · This eppeels to me as a most worthy retionale for selec ting 
turt,les1 es 111 11 !IS other endenget d species, for commemoretiv(t stamp themes. 

I e~i:':o11r ege you to give thia propose! the serioue ' consideration whi ch it merits. 

Sinc~tely, 

Judit h A. Hornaday 
25261 Grissom Reed 
Legun~ Hills, CA 92653 

• 
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FOR: 

SUBJ: 

United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SER VICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

Grorge H. Balazs, University of 
Hawaii at Manoa (HIMB) 

Special Request 

May 12, 1980 

Thank you for your letter prcmpting a supportive note to the Postmaster 
General. I was pleased to comply, as evidenced by the attached. 

We are, at long last, putting together an indepth, full-eolor brochure 
on the Errlangered Species Program--for which I have a rather special 
request. I was handed arout a year ago a :nost unusual photograph, to your 
credit, of a green sea turtle basking next to a seal (species unkoclwn). 
I'rn certain that the photograph \'.Ould be \\ell received on possibly the 
inside cover of the brochure--if only you might have it in color trans
parency! 

We are arout to rnake final photo selections for the brochure within the 
next week and a half, and I am anxious to learn of the availability of 
your slide. If you do have this one, or even another fine color photo 
of similar quality, and \'.Ould be kind enough to let us oorrow it, \\'e 

will of course credit you as you wish and provide a color print. 

Please let ?re know--and gcxxl luck with your campaign for the camnarorative 
stamps. Thank you. 

Attachment 

LO~e~~1~ 
End.angered Species Technical 

Bulletin 



Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger, 

May 15, 1980 

The recent proposal submitted to you by Archie Carr 
concerning a set of commemorative stamps issue would be an 
excellent mode of raising public interest in this unique 
and endangered species. Many people are concerned about 
these turtles, but it is hard to generate national public 
interest because sea turtles do not occur throughout the 
nation. 

As the supervisor of the Caretta caretta research pro
ject on Kiawah Island, I work with these animals directly 
in an egg translocation project. Eggs are removed from 
their natural nest and transplanted into an impoundment 
area in order to keep land predator loss at a significant 
minimum. 

This project is funded annually by the property owners 
of this resort barrier island located 20 miles south of 
Charleston, South Carolina. As far as I know, it is the 
only privately funded, federally permitted project on the 
East Coast. 

Much more information is needed on all five species. 
I believe strongly that this stamp proposal has the potential 
for greatly stimulating conservation and research of sea 
turtles through this type of advertisement. 

If I can be of further help in any way, please feel 
free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

f!w± lk~ 
Cheryl Poole, Supervisor 
Loggerhead Sea Turtle Project, 1980. 

CP:wjl 

Kiawah Island Company, P.O. Box 12910, Charleston, South Carolina 29412 
Telephone: (803) 559-5571 



.JOHN G. SHEDD AQUARIUM 

1200 SOUTH LAKESHORE DRIVE CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60605 
312-939-2426 

WILLIAM P. BRAKER DIRECTOR 

Mr. W1111am Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, o.c. 20260 

Oear Mr. Bolger. 

The Shedd Aquarium would like to request that your C011'1D1ttee 
consider four spectes of marine turtles to be presented for 
c0Blftetll0rat1ve stamp issues. TI..e four species of turtles would 
include the green turtle. loggerhead, hawksb111 and Kemp's Ridley 
turtles. Increased pub11c awareness of the endangered status of 
these turtles may enhance their survival chances as well as 
provide an attractive design for collectors items and postage 
stamps. 

lour cons1derat1on of the recogn1t1on of mar1ne turtles on 
camnemorative stamp issues would be greatly appreciated. 

/nab 

Sincerely, 

Wf 111am P. Braker 
Director 



THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 
7101 WISCONSIN AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 611 

9 May 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20014 
PHONE: (301) 986-8700 

RICHARD N. DENNEY 

Exerntil'e Director 

HARRY E. HODGDON 

Field Director 

Reference the recent International Conference on Marine Turtle Conservation, 
which was held at the U.S. Department of State the week of 25 November 1979. 
The United Statesinvolvement and leadership in seeking to mobilize global 
efforts for the conservation of marine turtles is imperative. 

To further promote interest and the momentum initiated by the Conference, The 
Wildlife Society is in strong support of the proposal previously submitted to 
you for the issuance of a block of four commemorative stamps displaying four 
unique sea turtles experiencing serious survival problems, all of which are 
protected under the U.S. Endangered Species Act. These species are the green 
turtle, the loggerhead, the hawksbill, and Kemp's ridley. Such commemoratives 
will increase public awareness of the survival status and conservation efforts 
on behalf of populations of these marine turtles. 

We appreciate your interest and cooperation on this matter. If I can be of 
any additio al assistance, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Richard N. Denney 
Executive Director 

lam 



47-215 Iuiu Street 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744 
7 April 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

I am writing, as an interested citizen, in support of Dr. Archie Carr's 
proposal to issue a block of four commemorative stamps showing various species 
of sea turtles. 

Although I am a member of neither philatelic nor conservation societies, I 
feel that this issue could provide both a beautiful and worthwhile addition to 
the U. S. Commemorative Stamp Series. 

As a resident of the State of Hawaii, I feel that sea turtles are an especially 
important endangered group to portray because this state has the only sea 
turtle population in the world which migrates totally within the territorial 
waters of one nation. As such, we have the best chance to protect these animals 
and any means of bringing them to public attention can only further that goal. 

Please consider Dr. Carr's proposal most seriously. Thank you for your 
attention. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~ 
Elizabeth Corbin 



-Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. c. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger, 

May 28, 1980 

I wholeheartedly endorse and support the proposal that four species of marine 
turtles which occur in the United States be considered and approved as subjects 
for a commemorative stamp issue. 

I believe 1980, the year of the coast, a particularly excellent time to 
promote marine turtles, bringing attention to the plight of these diminishing 
species. 

After the world conference on the sea turtle in November of last year, and 
the ensuing press releases and publicity issuing from this unique conference, the 
serious survival status of this species became more visible. The momentum started 
deserves a further endorsement, which would be well provided by this commemorative 
stamp issue. 

KH/nv 

I send wishes for a successful issuance. 

Most sincerely, 

Mrs. Joseph C. Hoagland, Jr. 
Director 
Planned Giving Program 

The Nature Conservancy 
1800 North Kent Street 

Arlington, Virginia 22209 



Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

ROUSE 
OF THE 

PALM BEACHES 

April 10, 1980 

For 90 million years, turtles have swum in our oceans, and in the past 150 

years, man has destroyed 95% of these. Public awareness would help to increase their 

survival rate. 

Everyone uses and sees stamps. If you could issue a commenorative stamp series 

showing these turtles, it would be most appreciated; not only by me, but also by the 

300+ members of our club. As you can see by our stationary, we do all we can to pro

mote turtle awareness. 

NR/kj 

Very truly yours, 

Norine Rouse 
Director 

4708 NORTH DIXIE HIGHWAY • WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 33407 
PHONE: (305) 844-2466 
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fRl~ALIFQllI\llA STATE 1Jl\llVEllSITY. SA~llAMEI\ITQ 
~ 6000 J STREET, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95819 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 20260 

• 

May 14, 1980 

I am writing in strong support of the proposal that four species 
of marine turtles that occur in the United States be considered and 
approved as themes for a colllllemorative stamp issue. 

In this request I am joining the ranks of many conservation-minded 
people who feel that our endangered wildiife and the protection measures 
taken for their survival should be publicly exhibited on stamps that 
carry this message all over the world. Since the above mentioned com
memorative stamps are of International value, I would call to your 
attention that such stamps should carry the scientific name (Latin name) 
of the animal or plant species concerned. Although English is the number 
one world language, it is very provincial when it comes to names of plants 
and animals ; the same animal may have completely different names in the 
USA, Australia, Ireland , etc. One English name could denote a completely 
different animal in all those respective countries, but the scientific 
name is universal. You would find the Latin names on most stamps of other 
countries that exhibit plants or animals. 

cc: George Balazs 

Sincerely, 

M.D.F. Udvardy, Professor 
Department of Biological Sciences 

~~flo~,~ ~ 
7 ·" ?e_ ""'- ,,lt.._au; M 2-r:t-, rr ~ . 1~ 1-
{,_a._~ 0.'4-J ~~ ~,. ~~ ~cc..""'-~ 
~~ . 'W""'U..e<.. ~ c.+Cl_~ - 7r(J_ ~ 
~: ...... f ""-'- Cc_ ~ tr o.L Q_.f.~ • 

h: .. ~~. 
THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGES 
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/\pr j 1 4 I 1980 

Mr • Wi 1] iurn Bolcw r 

. . ; • 

l'c •r;t ma~;tcr Genc~rc.il 

Wadii nqton, D.C. 20260 

llr·r1r Mr. Tlol<JPr: 

• J 

. 1,' i .\ ~J ! ' ·i ' 

WP \vould like to suPJ.:X)[t the profX)sal to ]ssue a se>ric's of 
:; t arnf ,~; C<J!Tvnerror at inq oor ine turtles. 

As part of the International Union for the Ccriservation of 
Nuture and Natural Hesources (IUCN) /Survival Service Carrnission, 
TPJ\FF'IC(USl\) reC"dw:>s each day many overseas letters with C"OT11'1'emorativf' 
st<.imps of wildlife plants and/or animals. 'Ihe conservation ccmnunity 
fr.el" the need to educate the public of the endangered status of 
thP v.K;rld'r; wildl if(~; thore is no h:•ttf'r w.1y of ('Xhihitinq th<' 
rnr0 ond treasured wildlife of C1 country than by plarinq it ~m a 
~'tamp. 

'Jl10 rl io,ht of th0 S0.:l turtl 0 W.JS di.scw-;sro at th<' Wnrlil Confrr('nCf' 
CJn ~r· . .J Turtle Conservc:ition last November hosted by the ll.S. Dcp:.1rtJTlE'nt 
nl St<'.;te. The sea turtle is, perh.:ips, the most valuable wildlife anilTli.ll 
in tt1r• \\KX]d. Ih:; coirrncrcic:il value is enorrrnu:. unc1, a:. a n',;ult, ull 
rn;irinr> tlirtles are now Pnc'lar.qered either throuqh tra<'lP, hi'lbitat 
dr·~~lruct ion, or collection of eggs. 

Fr >Ur :irx-cfr·s of s0'1 turtles arc locatf'd around n.~. w,1tf'rn -
t lir· c;,rr.r•n turtle (C_ll_?_l_?_n_i_~ !11Y.<?..9::_), ~oggerhea(l turt.le (~'~r_f'_tt9 ~E_r~_tt_a) I 

: L rv1\.'.: ;1) 1 1 l tur tlc (~~..'..'~!11oche ly~ !_!Tlhrica ta) , and Kemp's n d l ey (!£'p1c.fc.x::h_c'_ly_? 
k:n1"·_i_i) - ull ur0 listed as endang0red and/or throlltcnr'Cl on tne U.S. 
Ernhnry·r0d Species l\ct and listed as endangered in the IUCN Red Data [l.cx)k 
;:.;nrJ r ,r~ the Appendices of the Convention on International Trade irl- Endanger0d 
~r,p(-i":: r.f Wild Fc:iuna and Flora (CITFS). 

: ;1i1 '1' l) t d :;t'l ll.':3 UL Cl''1lUll0lTDr.:itiv0 Sl.'.lmps displ.1yin.::i the· ;1h.JV(' fT"-'CiP~~ 
< Jf :.:r-cJ t- urtl0s. 

You~s sincerdy, 
/' t ,6 

'.1,·(.(i l .. /<J/'f'"/'~~ 
/ Vi I 

Nicolf' DupL:.dx 
Dirf'Ctor 

• f \'\ I : . ~ ' • ' ' • 1 , I ' I ' •l , I 1 1 I t I ( 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, DC 20260 

April 16, 1980 

Ms. Nicole Duplaix 
Director, Traffic (U.S.A.) 
1601 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Dear Ms. Duplaix: 

Postmaster General William F. Bolger has asked me to respond 
to your letter expressing support for the issuance of stamps 
commemorating four species of marine turtles. 

We receive many hundreds of suggestions for stamp subjects 
each year, but only a few can be selected because of the 
small number of stamps issued annually. The difficult 
tosk of evaluating all the p~oposals is carried out by 
tbe Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee, whose IPernbers 
are appointed from outside the Postal Service. 

The proposal for the issuance of stamps corn~emorating marine 
turtles is on the Committee's agenda tor consideration. We 
w1ll add your endorsement to the file prepared in support 
ot these stamps. 

'11c: <.1ppreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Gordon c. Morison 
Assistant Postmaster General 
Customer Services Department 



" 

~oe ~- Wanner 
COMMISSIONER 

~ohert ~- ~eimolh 
DIRECTOR 

George H. Balazs 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology 
P.O. Box 1346 
Coconut Island 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744 

Dear Mr. Balazs: 

COASTAL RESOURCES DIVISION 

1200 GLYNN AVENUE 

BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 31 520 

(912) 264-7218 

7 May 1980 

Enclosed is a copy of my correspondence with William Bolger. I hope 
this is sufficient, however, if it is not, please let me know. Meanwhile, 
I'll notify any concerned persons I may know that the effort is being made 
and that their help would be appreciated. 

Once again, please let me know if I can be of further assistance. 

CFC/lb 

Enclosures 

Sincerel~, , , 

/~/{ ·,.;/ . // 
. ( _, / / 

.. .-"/ l~- ' ._ {,CL-.. #--<--c''r 
Charles F. Cowman, Jr. 
Endangered Species Coordinator 
Coastal Resources Division 
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April 16, 1980 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT Of BIOLOGY 

COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS na.43 

713-845-6131 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

It has come to my attention that the IUCN/SSC Marine T~rtle Group has 
suggested to you the issuance of a block of four sea turtle cormnemorative 
starr.ps. 

This is an outstanding idealwith very appropriate timing. Because of the 
particularly precarious status of these formerly abundant reptiles, we are 
very conceined to increase public awareness of the situation. Here in 
Texas marine turtles are now rarely aeen, even though at one time there was 
a commercial fishery. Texas does have the distinction of being a potential 
second nesting site for the most endangered sea turtle, the Kemp's Ridley. 
Thus it is clear that Texans• •• well as all Americans have a lot et stake 
when it comes to marine turtle cot\8ervation. 

I would like to especially request that you support the suggestion of 
providing the American public and their correspondents overseas with this 
valuable fonn of education. Stamps with the ~rine turtle theme could be· 
very tastefully prepared as these animals have considerable inherent 
beauty. 

I thank you very much for your consideration of this request by the IUot/SSC 
Marine Turtle Group. 

Sincerely. 

() ---, ~.-1/ 
< - ( (-,'rL £ 
David W. Owen~; 

mw/ro 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, DC 20260 

June 20, 1980 

Mr. Leighton Taylor 
Director, Wakiki Aquarium 
2777 Kalakaua Avenue 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 

Dear Mr. Taylor: 

L1,C 

Postmaster General William F. Bolger has asked me to respond 
to your Mailgram expressing support for the issuance of stamps 
commemorating four species of marine turtles. 

We receive many hundreds of suggestions for stamp subjects 
each year, but only a few can be selected because of the 
small number of stamps issued annually. The difficult 
task of evaluating all the proposals is carried out by 
the Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee, whose members 
are appointed from outside the Postal Service. 

The proposal for the issuance of stamps commemorating marine 
turtles is on the Committee's agenda for consideration. We 
will add your endorsement to the file prepared in support 
of these stamps. 

We appreciate your interest in this matter. 

s· ly, 

c__~r 

Gordon C. Morison 
Assistant Postmaster General 
Customer Services Department 
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~tparlmtnt of ~atural ~tsuurcts 

Joe ~- manner 
C:OMMISSIONll .. 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

20260 

270 WASHINGTON ST •• S.W. 

ATL.ANTA. GEORGIA 30334 

14041 6!S6-3!SOO 

June 4, 1980 

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources endorses the 
recent proposal made by Mr. George H. Balazs, Deputy Chairman 
IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Group, for the issuance of a block of 
four commemorative stamps displaying sea turtles. 

We believe issuance of these sea turtle stamps would be 
a timely and commendable contribution to endangered species 
conservation worldwide. 

Further, we feel that postage st,':L'llps depi.cti'lg any other 
endangered and threatened wildlife would be interesting and 
informative. 

Sincerely, 

JOE D. TANNER 

JDT/rod 

cc: Mr. George H. Balazs 

AN £QUAL. EMPLOYMENT I AFFUtMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYEft 
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WILLIAM P. CLEME'NTS, JH. 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE CAPITOL 

GOVERNOR AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

May 29, 1980 

Dr. David (Mens 
Assistant Professor of Biology 
Department of Biology 
Texas A&M University 
College Station, Texas 77843 

Dear Dr. ()..Jens: 

Thanks for your letter calling my attention to the proposed 
issuance of co111Tiemorative stamps displaying sea turtles. I 
have received the earlier letter from Mr. Balazs of the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa. 

I have your suggestion under consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 

R.On~ 
~ P. Cerlints, Jr. 

WPCJr:nsf 
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Mr. William Iblger 
Ibstmaster General 
'Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. &:>lger: 

2 June 1980 

I would like to express my sup}X)rt of the pro}X)sal that four 

ronnenorative starrps be issued with sea turtles as a therre. 

I have been v.orking closely with George H. Balazs, Assistant 

Marine Biologist and Deputy Chairnan IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Group, 

on the feeding ha.bits of the Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas) arrl 

Hawksbill (Eretnnchely_::;_ irnbricata) in Hawaii. 'lhe turtles are 

quite selective in what they eat, secluded where they live and are 

shy of humans. 'lhey are beautiful and delicate organisms of interest 

to a wide cross-section of the Arrerican public. A set of cornrenora-

tive stamps \<.Duld officially introduce these creatures to the public 

and help us with efforts to prevent their extinction. 

Sincerely yours, 
- -7 ./ / 

//c.,;...c~~ ~ l' ,'. <-.. ~.) /) t t_ ,;£. d<"(: C__ 
/ I 

Dennis J. ~sell 
Assistan~.A>rofessor Biology 



TEXAS A&~I UNIVERSITY 
COLL ECl OF VU ERi NARY MEDICINE 

:Jqw:·t111n.t o( 

\'FTEHl:\AHY l'JIY'IOJ.()(;) l'dl J'1111:\J\COl.llC) 

~r. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 2026J 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

< ( 1111 <.I <,I ,\I 1 >N, II\,\\ :'711·1 l 

June 9, 1930 

have been asked to submit written support of the proposition for 

issu~nce of commemorative stamps displaying four species of endangered 

sea turtles. I am in strong support of this proposal. 

The research program in which I am personally involved concerns the 

propagation of two of these species at this tirne--the greer sea turtle 

(f: he l l?.Q.iJl_ 0~~~_) and the Kemp ' s Rid l ey (~£ i d_oc h~2_ t_~.~iJ , (Pl ease 
see 1ette1' from Dr. Archie Carr,, dated F~bruary 13, 1980) 

I have developed a technique for semen collection in sea t:1:·tles using 

electric stimulation and have used the semen obtained for d!·tificial 

i nserni nat ·;on. 

These stamps, I feel, 1.,irll serve a valuable functfon in :idi~in<J peoph' 

in the Un ,ted States and those counLries receiving mail frtw1 the: U.S., 

aware of these species and their endangered status. This will ~ndoubt

edly lend support to research involving propagation, general health 

and maintenance of these species. 

These species are an important part of sea life and, if it 'tifTC riot 

for man's interference, would still be seen in vast numbers t0day. 

As you know, public awareness of such critical issues is oftPn .1 iftir:ult 

to achieve without a great deal of money and time expenditures. 

Unfortunately, this vital issue does not have a concerted stron~ 0ffort 

to support these requirements due to lack of funds, time and scJttered 

locations of interested parties. 

With these stamps, attention wfl l be focused on four endang(~1ed 

species for which there still may be so~e hope for maintaining self 

·;ustair.inn populations through public awar•·ness. 

Issuance of these commemorative ~;tamps would be of great benefit 

to the spcies, as well a~ a credit to the Postal Service for its 



• 

support of conservation of these species threatened with extinction 

which are associated with our ccunt1~. This is a unique oµportunity 

to bring attent·ion to a threatened 1'eptile, which frequents out· 

beaches and which may, without such attention, become another statistic 

to add tu the already long list of species which have disappeared by 

man's han:l. 

Sincerely, 
/., 

1(/) fl 1_-~-~ fA~{/_ --(/, 
/:::t-£-l,.(;{ (__ -- . //.:t \ I y , 

I i· 

Ct:rrol C. Platz, Jr. · f' 
Rf:Sn.drcti Assistant Professor 



Mr. Wl11fat1 Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Wethington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Hr. Bolger: 

5 Hay 1980 

I am writing to give ""I support to the proposal to feature sea turtles 
In a United States COIMleflOratlve 1tat1p Issue. Not on1y are these co1orfu1 
and fascinating creatures to depict on a stamp, but such an action 11 sure 
to have posftfve repercussions In terms of conservation of these endangered 
reptiles. I hope that you are able to give the proposal a favorable review. 

Enclosed Is a c11pplng from the Endan~arad SJ!!cla1 Technical Bulletin, 
March 198o Vol. v, No. 3. page 10, pubTrsh'e ·bY-th• DapartMAt of the 
Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Endangered Species Progr .. , 
WHhlngton, D.C. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

S lncarely, 

Anne Mey1an 
3915 SW 20th Drive 
Galne1vll1e, Florida 
32608 
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BERMUDA 

Mr. George H. Balazs 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology 
P. 0. Box 1346 
Coconut Island 
Kaneohe 
Hawaii 96744 

Dear Mr. Balazs, 

C§~ ?Ajt fO#'ece 
.7t/zmilto,,,, .f - 24 {J,je,.,,,,ada 

August 21, 1980 

How delighted I was to hear of your interest in encouraging 
government postal services to issue commemmorative stamps 
featuring sea turtles and my pleasure to inform you that we 
are indeed one step ahead and enclose complimentary First 
Day Covers on Bermuda ' s Wildlife Definitive Issues and two 
strips of the sea turtle stamp. 

Featured inside each cover is a descriptive liner giving 
information about each subject and technical details regarding 
the production of the stamps. 

I hope you will find these covers interesting and would invite 
you to write again should you need further assistance or information. 

SBC:sdm 
Enclosures 

cc - David B. Wingate 
Conservation Officer 

Yours sincerely, 

Sydney B. Corbett 
Postmaster General 

Dept. of Agriculture & Fisheries 
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON 
SEA TURTLE CONSERVATION 

November 26-30, 1979 Washington, D.C. 

Mrs. Mary Ann Owens 
Citizens ' Stamp Advisory Committee 
P . O. Box 1164 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11202 

Dear Mrs. Owens: 

3132 Wyoming St . , Apt. 5 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

(504) 344-3246 

11 Sep~ber 1980 

I am writing to add my support to the proposal~a set of 
commemorative sea turtle stamps . The World Conference on Sea Turtle 
Conservation, which was held in the State Department in November_,1979, 
brought together over 300 sea turtle conservationists from 40 nations . 
One of the points stressed repeatedly throughout the Conference was 
the need for increased education. Not enough people know that sea turtles 
are endangered species , largely , if not entirely , as a result of direct 
human exploitation. A series of stamps would do much~ J:Ji~se 
public awareness of a 1 ~oth the fact thatA~are-native 
American animal s and that they are now in danger of extinction . 

I hope that you will give this proposal your serious consideration , 
and that your final opinion is a favorable one. 

Sincerely yours , 

Karen Bjorndal , PhD 
Post-Conference Coordinator 

• :' I ess •11 C 11 esjO '" dv"'w "• Vi'dan Sil Wlitwi11, 12•1<1 UHli Street l~w. 1111aslilii§t011, O.G. 2gg35 2Q2 689 Qi IQ 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HAWAII VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK 

HAWAII 96718 

-Nl415 

Mr. William_ Bolger 
Postmaster General 

·washington, n.c. 20260 

Mr. Bolger: 

Kay 20, 1980 

An effort by scientists and conservationists is being mounted proposing 
issuance of commemorative stamps displaying sea turtles. 

I endorse this effort wholeheartedly, and would encourage you to 
support it. Sea turtle populations worldwide are much depleted. 

Cormnemorative stamps similar to previously issued wildlife conservation 
aeries would lllldoubtedly direct attention to sea turtles and would 
stimulate conservation and research of these iiicreasingly rare and 
precious animals. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

D~41tc-
Dan Taylor 
Chief, Di'llision of Resource Management 

J: 
George H. Balazs, Assistant Marine Biologist, U.H. Manoa, Hawaii 

Institute of Marine Biology, P.O. Box 1346, Coconut Island, 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744 



April 14, 1980 

Mr. William Bol er 
Postmaster General 
Washington, DC 
20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger, 

I am writing to endorse the idea of issuance of a set of conmennorative stamps 
honoring marine turtles as proposed in Dr. Archie Garr's letter to you of 
February 13, 1980. Stamps which call attention to various endangered and 
threatened species do indeed make an impact on those who receive mail utilizing 
such stamps. In particular, mail to such foreign cmmtries as Jap_an, France 
and ?-~xico would draw attention to their plight. Domestically, the stamps 
would serve not only to enhance the awareness of the American public, but also 
to encourage obedience of present laws and statutes as now exist. 

Lest you or your staff be worried about psychological impact of us· a turtle 
to represent the speed with which mail is delivered, be assured that marine 
turtles are quite fast and able swinnners (as opposed to the land tortoise 
which indeed can be slow). 

Sincerely, 

• 1c y 
Executive Director, M-1A 

MICRONESIAN MARITIME .AUTHORITY 
P.O. BOX D; KOLONIA, PON APE 
EASTERN CAROLINE ISLANDS , 96941 

I 



Mr. h.illia:n Bolr:er 
Fo f•tmaster Goner al 
Wa~·hinrton, DC 2026C 

Deer ~:r. Bolger: 

21 t>:ny 1980 

I an writir4'. to endorse t.he proposal already suhnitted to you 
by Dr. Archie Carr for isauance of n block of four commomorative 
stamps displaying se;:; turtles. For many years I ha.ve been doing 
biological studies on tu rt Jes, and during that time their abun
dance has decrerc.sed. La.st yeo.r I attended the Sea Turtle f:ym
posium at our Department of Gtate and later a series of eessions 
on their biolo,gy at the annunl meeting of the American Society 
of zoolo.>~ists in Ttr .. pa, FL. 

The end~tnr,ered status of all four species that breed alone the 
coast:" of the Uniter:\ States makes it ic:1perative tl1at the public 
be a.ware of that fact. Cthar nations of both the developed and 
developing ret~ions of ihe ·rwrld have portrnyed their species. 
~iir,ce s0C1e i>pecies of mArine turtl~s are known to ;aigrate long 
distances, evon int.o tbe colder waters of the Ncrth Temperate 
;;:one ~nd Jower f.rctic rogior:s, 1 t wo·;ld be well to publicize 
tbom. In that -r:ey people can baccme interested both in their 
conservat:ton and v.lso in res,l:crch concernin17 their Hfe 
histories. 

T!·.nnk you for your consi(iaration of this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

~·~aria 'l'. Dirr:ond 
ProfeMor of biology 
.--:-- ~ 

I 
/ ~ .--~ .l:>c 

/ 

I 



SINCE NINETEEN HUNDRED "THE VOICE OF CONSERVATION• 

Wi 11 iam Bolger 
PostmastP.r General 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear Postmaster General: 

March 17, 1980 

I am writing to you to support the concept of a set of U. S. commemorative 
postage stamps that will illustrate various endangered and threatened sea 
turtle species. I believe the time is entirely appropriate to proceed with 
this concept, following the highly successful international sea turtle 
conservation . conference in Washington, DC last month, attended by delegates 
from several dozen nations and held in the U. S. State Department. Sea turtles 
present exciting possibilities for creative artists, having forms and patterns 
that would lend themselves well either to a "straight" rendering or to an 
interpretive, modernistic approach. The species involved should be the green, 
hawksbill, Kemp 1 s ridley, and loggerhead, all of which are endangered or 
threatened. If a larger stamp series were envisaged - for example, a set of 
four different designes of the same value se-tenant and two or three higher 
values, designs for the leatherback, flatback, and olive ridley species should 
also be entertained. 

I should be delighted to provide any further advice or ideas if you feel that 
the proposal is a promising one. Thank you for your kind consideration. 

se 

Sincerely '/0 1.Jrs, 

Pe~r C. H. Pritchard, 
Senior Vice President & 
Chief Executive Officer 

Ph.D. 

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY 
921 Lake Sybelia Drive • P. O. Drawer 7 • Mait:land, Florida 32751 

(305) 647-2615 .. 
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24 Apri I 1980 

Mr. Wi I I iam Bo lger 
Postmaster Genera l 
Washington, D.C . 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

CITY OF DALLAS 
DALLAS ZOO AND AQUARIUM 
621 East Clarendon Drive 
Dal las, Texas 75203 

The staff of the Department of Herpetology at the Dal las Zoo strongly 
supports the issuance ~f a block of four commemorative stamps display
ing sea turtles . Since most turtles are cr iti cal ly endangered, this 
approach would be an effect ive means of educating the pub I ic as to the 
plight of sea turtles. 

Thank you for your consideration toward this matter. 

Sincerely, 

James B. Murp~ ~ ~ 
Curator, Department of Herpefology 
Dal las Zoo 

JBM:jam 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION CITY HALL DALL.\$, TEXAS 75201 TELEPHONE 670-4100 
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Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
~ashington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

April 14, 1980 

I write you concerning a proposal for the issuance of a block 
of four stamps which will commerr~rate sea turtles. These an
imals, once abundant but now rare and endangered as a result of 
overfishing and the destruction of their nesting colony habitat 
throughout much of the world, are certainly deserving of the 
exposure that a postage stamp will provide. Such a contribu
tion to the survival of an endangerP-d species, as well as the 
role as a stimulator to learn about fascinating natural history 
of marine turtles, would seem reason enough for them to be fea
tured in this way. 

I hope this information will assist you in making this decision. 

JEMc:fs 

/ ~ohn E. McCosker 
~ Director 



the s1eRRa ctus, hawa11 ChapteR 
post orr1ce Box 22897, honolulu; hJ 96822 

telephone: (808} 946-8494 

May 20, 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger; 

JVuuanu Pali, b,Y Fi.s~t, 1837 

Sierra Club, Hawaii Chapter would like you to know that we are in 
strong support of the proposal to issue commerative stamps ~isplaying 
four species of marine turtles. 

We feel that any efforts to raise the public's awareness and concern 
for endangered species should be acknowledged. We would like to extend 
our thanks for your consideration of these endangered species for a 
commerative stamp issue. The issue of stamps displaying the four 
species of marine turtles should do much to stimulate efforts for 
further conservation and research of sea turtles. 

Yours truly, 

Anna C. Kaohelaulii 
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
SIERRA CLUB, HAWAII CHAPTER 



SAN DIEGO TURTLE AND TORTOISE SOCIETY 

Mr. William Bolger 

Postmaster General 

Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

April 5, 1 ')80 

We have recently been informed that you have been requested 

to consider four species of marine turtles as themes for a 
commemorative stamp issue. We feel it is important to have the 
public view turtles (and tortoises) from a conservation point. 

A set of stamps would help accomplish this. The public is very 

unaware of conservation efforts be taken to ensure survival of 

what they consider to be the "lowly turtle". As they are able 

to view education efforts , so may their interest be aroused. 

We turtle and tortoise conservationists need everyones help 

if we are to save these gentle creatures that have dwelled on 

Earth for the p~st 200 million years. 
_We urge you to consider and apprq~e.the set of commemorative 

stamp issue as proposed by Archie Carr in his letter of February 

13, 1980. Anny assistance within our power will be cheerfully 
rendered upon request. 

• 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~ 
Vern Kirchman 

President 

c/o 6957 TANGLEWOOD ROAD S/\N DIEGO, CA 92111 (714) 565-0224 



April 29, 1980 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY 

COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77843 

713-845 -6131 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

I am writing you with regard to the IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Group's request 
for a dedication of four commemorative stamps displaying our vanishing sea 
turtles. 

We think that it is very important to inform the public of the dire situation 
of this once numerous reptile. 

Our state of Texas could possibly be an additional nesting site for the Kemp's 
Ridley, the most severely endangered sea turtle. Taking this into consider
ation, along with the fact that the three other sea turtles native to the 
U.S., the Green Turtle, the Loggerhead, and the Hawksbill are all well on 
their way towards extinction, it is clear that we, as Americans, should be 
very concerned with sea turtle conservation. 

In closing, I reemphasize the importance of informing the public, at home 
and abroad, of the bad predicament of the marine turtle. We believe that 
marine turtle stamps would have a very positive effect on the public. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of our request, and that of the 
IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Groups. 

Sincerely, 

~~!~:;::::-



Hr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 
20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

27 May 1980 

St. Thomas , Virgin Is lands 

I understand that a proposal has been surnbitted to your off ice for 
the issuance of a block of COllIDall'.)rative starrps displaying sea 
turtles. 

I would like to strongly si.lpport !:!his.proposal. St:eh a series of 
starrps 'WOU.ld add nu.ch needed help to the fight to preserve the sb:essed 
stocks of sea turtles which remain. 

The United States should take the initiative in efforts VJOrldwide to 
conserve all marine resources, and a very good public relations 
carrpaign could be acltleved through these stamps. 

I hope that you will seriousiy./consider this proposal. 

Thank ycru . 

. ~e~ 

'&Lf /c("~ 
cott Tayk 

Aquarium Director 



• ) ISLAND RESOURCES FOUNDATION, INC • 

DR. EDWARD L. TOWLE 
President 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

May 15, 1980 

Please Reply To: 

1 Horizon Road 
Fort Lee, NJ 07024 

I am writing in support of the proposal fostered by Dr. Archie Carr of the 
University of Florida, and other leading wildlife scientists throughout the 
world, for the issuance of a commemorative stamp issue for four species of 
marine turtles. The public awareness generated by such an issue will certainly 
help increase the support needed if these very important endangered species 
are to survive. The recent International Symposium on Sea Turtle Conservation 
highlights the urgency of such programs. 

Island Resources Foundation has been active for years in research and 
protection activities concerning the Green Turtle (Chelonia Mydas). Our programs 
in the Caribbean, and particularly on Aves Island helped persuade the Government 
of Venezuela to declare this very important nesting site a sanctuary. 

I look forward to being able to purchase marine turtle commemorative stamps. 

NS:lm 

copies to Mr. George H. Balazs 
University of Hawaii at Manca 

Dr. Edward L. Towle 
Island Resources Foundation, Inc. 

Sincerely, 

INC. 

Nathaniel Schurer : 

HEAD OFFICE: P. 0. BOX 4187 • ST. THOMAS, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 00801 • TEL: (809) 7i5-3225 



MR. WILLIAM BOLGER 
POSTMASTER GENERAL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20260 

DEAR MR. BOLGER: 

JUNE 11, 1980 

THE W-ORLD TODAY OFFERS M-ANK l ND- A SPECTACULAR VAR I ETY OF 
WILDLIFE TO STUDY AND ENJOY, AND FUTURE GENERATl-ONS ARE 
ENJlTLED TO AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY TO ENJOY JUST AS MANY 
CREATURES. 

UNLESS WE HELP INCREASE PUBLIC .AWARENESS, WE ARE IN JEOPARDY 
OF LOSING A FRACTION OF THAT RICHNESS: THE "GREEN", 
"H.AW K SB I LL", "LOGGERHEAD" AND "KEMP'S RID LEY" SEA TURTLES 
ARE IN DANGER OF BECOMING EXTINCT. 

A COMMEMORATIVE STAMP ISSUE OF THE ABOVE-MENTIONE[}-SEA 
TURTLES WI LL I NC REASE PUBLIC .AWARENESS AND DRAW SUPPORT 
TO ENSURE.' THE CONTINUED EXISTANCE OF THESE SEA INH.ABITANTS. 

EVERYONE STANDS TO BENEFI I FROM THESE STAMPS--THEIR ASTHE
T I CALLY AP PEA LI NG COLOR AND DES I GN W I LL BRIGHTEN DR.AB 
ENVELOPES AND ENHANCE STAMP COLLECTIONS AND THE POPULARITY 
OF TURTLE ITEMS THROUGHOUT TH[ WORLD PROMISES A QUICK SELL 
OUT OF THE COMMEMORATIVE SEA TURTLE STAMPS. 

WE CANNOT TAKE THE SURVIVAL OF THcSE GENTLE CREATURES FOR 
GRANTED. PLEASE EXERCISE THE Po,..tER YOU - HOLD TO HELP OUR 
WILDLIFE REMAIN AS RICH AND VARIED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 
AS IT HAS BEEN FOR OUR GENERATION. 

SINCERE ALOHA, 

JO ANN B Ro,./ NE 
47-711-5 HUIKELU ST. 
KANCOHf,HT 9&744 
l'H: 231)-8940 (808) 

' \ 

I . 
' 



U. S. Post~ l Service 
WJshington, D. C. 20250 

Dear l ·~r . Bol s2r : 

\ / 

\ 
I 

' 

Th2 St:Jtc of Florida, thrcush its Departrr.'3nt of i~J tural Resou rces, has 
a 1ong h·istcry of r;11rir!e turtle pr·ctection an d rescu rch. The r esearch 
incl ud;,; s a hi shly successfl: l 11 h2t:d stm .. t" progrvn c:.nd t ag returns from 
Florid:! r c: l r. asc:d turtl es shO\'I the n2ed for intc1 state and internationa l 
coo µ:::r~ tion in th:; conscn-.: tion of tbse an i:::J.1 s. 

'fhe recent r.-rop:Jsa 1 to you by Dr . F. l:ayne King for sta::.ps co;'..-:-:c : ~-:,ra ting 
four sn2cies of endr.ngered r.:: rine turtles \·:ould ass ·ist great ly in calli ng 
p;.Jblic c:ttr::ntion to the continuing need for protection of th~ se valtH":b1e 
sped es. 

E~1G:n·is 

Sjncerely, 

EJton J. Gissendanner 
Executive Di~ctcr 

:· 

~~CCJE:llWJEID) 
MAY - 9 1980 

MARINE RESOURCES DIV. 
DEPT. OF NArURl\L RfSOUfWES 



May 8, 198 0 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr . Bolger, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY 

COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77843 

As concerned biology students at Texas A&M University • e 
are well aware of the plight of the sea turtl~ in particular 
the slowly vanishing Kemp ' s Ridley(Lepidochelys kernpi). Worth
while research being conducted in the labs of our university 
with regar d to the homing instinct and nesting behavior of 
these r eptiles is indicative of the efforts which must be em
ployed if th sea turtle is ever to be "relieved" of it's 
e ndangered status. The request by the IVCN/SSC t hat a postage 
s ta mp be design ed in hopes of emphasizing the ill fate of these 
creatures h ere and abroad warrants your utmost considerat ion. 

In the end these commemorative stamps may be only a memorial 
to an exlincl spec i es , but with your help they may b ecome symbolic 
o f Lhe success of t h e "U.S. Endang ered Species Act". 

I 



Center for Natural Areas 
1525 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE, N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 

8 May 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

(202) 265-0066 

On February 13, 1980, Dr. Archie Carr wrote a letter proposing 
four species of marine turtles be considered as themes for a 
commemorative stamp issue. I represent the entire staff of 
the Center for Natural Areas in pledging our strong support 
for the approval of these proposed commemorative stamps. 

One of the most important obstacles we must overcome to save 
these threatened and endangered species is a lack of public 
awareness concerning the turtles' plight. As Dr. Carr pointed 
out to you in his letter, and which I am sure you are well 
aware, commemorative stamps portraying the four nominated 
species of marine turtles would significantly increase the 
public awareness of these turtles. 

The International Marine Turtle Conference, held here in 
Washington last November, indicated a strong concern by the 
approximately 40 attending nations of the future existence 
and well-being of sea turtle populations. By approving this 
proposal, the United States Postal Service would be actively 
assisting in the world-wide effort to save these turtles for 
future generations. 

Sincerely , 

George W. Robertson 
Resource Management Specialist 
CENTER FOR NATURAL AREAS 

GWR/dcm 

A NON PROF IT RESOURCE MANAGEMENT CORPORA TI O N FORMERLY 1~ FF IL IA TED WI TH THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 



University of Hawaii at Manoa 
A Sea Grant College 

Spalding Hall 252 B • 2540 Maile Way 
Telephone (808) 948-8191 • Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 / Cable Address: UNIHA W 

Marine Advisory Program 
2349 Kalanianaole Avenue 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 
(808] 935-3830 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

May 1, 1980 

I am writing this letter to request your cofl111ittee to consider issuing 
a block of four comnemorative stamps displaying sea turtles. As a marine 
biologist and philatelist, I have admired many American and foreign stamps 
that picture beautiful wildlife - both comnon and endangered. 

During the past year a stamp displaying the rare add endangered i awaiian 
Wild Broad Bean was issued and it effectively made the public aware of this 
newly discovered legume which is threatened by grazing animals. According to 
our local post office, this stamp was quickly purchased by the public and 11 sold 
1 i ke hotcakes." 

Sea turtles are an endangered resource in the Hawaiian Islands and I am 
convinced that issuance of the requested stamps will stimulate further research 
and conservation of these species. 

We do look forward to the day when sea turtles reu.i.rn in great numbers to 
their ancestral nesting beachis on the major Hawaiian Islands. 

We do hope your committee will find our proposal favorable. 

HAT/pcm 

' 

H ward A.1i'iMt:< 
Marine Advisory Agent 
East Hawaii 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



~m LI re PL\nlL) 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

May 29, 1980 

I am writing to you to ask your Committee to consider sea turtles as a theme 
for commemorative stamps. 

All sea turtles are presently endangered or threatened. Unless recent trends 
are reversed their continued survival is in jeopardy. 

Sea turtles are unique in many ways. They are among the most ancient of 
vertebrates. While not the fastest animals in the ocean they are one of the 
most accurate of navigators, returning to small, remote atolls with uncanny 
accuracy. Because of this trait they are particularly appropriate for the 
postal service. 

In recent years it has become apparent that public awareness is essential if 
endangered species are to achieve the necessary protection. Commemorative 
sea turtle stamps could help achieve the necessary public awareness. 

EWS:w 

SEA LIFE , INCORPORATED: 

Sincerely, 
SEA LIFE I INCORPORATED 

z:~-~~ 
Edward W. Shallenberger, Ph.D. 
Vice President 

PARK· !\1,1!-.apuu Point • Waimanalo , Hawaii 96795 • Phone 259-7933 
'->Al 1-'i Ol f I b 2222 K.1lal-..lua /\venlle • Suite 11\19 • l lono lulu, Hawaii 96815 • Phone 923-1531 



!r. illi tfolger 

Postm star General 

Yashington, D. C. 20260 

De~r Mr. Bol ger : 

•fuy 20, 1980 

Vould you pl ea. e conoider issuing a series of 

commemorotive st'l!.lps i l luotr ting the endqngered marine turtleo in 

U:t rican w ters? 

enty yen s ago l emembor turtle st ak beinc offered 

on the nenus of loc 1 restaur nts . Our Il :aiian turtle opulntion no 

lono-er suffers such dopred.'l tion but other p11rts of the world h"ve not 

yet he rd of conserv ti on. 

A fe .. ye rs .rgo I s w turtle pens a t Bemoa, P li , Indo

nesia cont-lining sever l hundrc Ia •• ksbill turtles . 'very d y three to 

five of the ... e woro lo dod onto the bus e ch trip it ciade from eno to 

~on Pasar to he lnter consumed t reli ious fo tivals , so .e were told .. 

Perh1ps ~ series od onmemor ive ot. mps would carry to 

tho rest of the \torld our ... csoa._,e of the necc .si ty of consorv ti n of 

those sp cies and 'ould supT)ort t t empts presently eing mn. e by other 

deonrt~onto of our governmo t , such the b n on the import tion of 

tortoine ohell . 

Sincerely, 



... 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION 
1412 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 202-797-6800 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

May 22, 1980 

We understand that a proposal has recently been submitted to you 
for the issuance of a block of four commemorative stamps displaying 
sea turtles. We are strongly supportive of this proposal and hope 
that it will ultimately stimulate further conservation and research 
of sea turtles, both nationally and internationally. 

The National Wildlife Federation is the largest conservation 
organization in this country, and is comprised of approximately 
4.6 million members and supporters, with affiliates in all 50 states, 
and in Guam, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. NWF recognizes 
the need for marine turtle conservation and is highly supportive of 
all conservation oriented endeavors. Enclosed is a resolution 
recently passed addressing the management of marine turtles. 

The world's populations of marine turtles have been greatly depleted. 
In November, 1979, scientists and concerned citizens from over 40 
nations gathered to develop an international conservation strategy. 
Public attention was a targeted need. The issuance of. commemorative 
stamps would go a long way towards calling the public's attention to 
the need for further protection of sea turtles. 

As a result of the conservation strategy, several countries have 
already issued commemorative stamp series featuring marine turtles. 
The National Wildlife Federation encourages the participation of the 
United States in the sea turtle preservation effort. The issuance of 
marine turtle postage stamps would be of great value to this 
conservation program. 

We look forward to the addition of the marine turtles to this. country's 
Commemorative Postage Stamp Series. 

Sincerely, 

Executive Vice President 

Enclosure 

45th ANNUAL MEETING - MARCH 27-29, 1981 Omni International Hotel Norfolk, Virginia 

100% reclai10ed paper 



Southeast Region 
Sea Turtle 
Recovery Team 

May 19, 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

This letter is written in support of the issuance of a block of four 
commemorative stamps depicting sea turtles. 

One of the major problems emcountered with recovering endangered and 
threatened species is bringing the problem to public awareness. These stamps 
would assist us a great deal in that regard. 

The Marine Turtle Recovery Team unanomously supports this effort and 
your consideration would be greatly appreciated. 

cc: George H. Balazs 

Co-Leaders: Peter C.H. Pritchard, Ph.D. 
Florida Audubon Society 

Sincerely, 

Sally Hopkins, Co-leader 
Marine Turtle Recovery Team 

Sally Ray Hopkins 
South Carolina Wildlife and Marine Resources Dept. 

P.O. Drawer 7, Maitland, FL 32751 
(305) 647-2615 

P.O. Box 12559, Charleston, S. Carolina 29412 
(803) 795-6350 

Members: A.E. Dammann, Ph.D.; Otto Fiorschutz; Charles Futch; Donald Geagan; H.O. Hillestad; Robert Jones; Milton Kaufmann; Ron Odom; 
Larry Ogren; Glen Ulrich 

NMFS Coordinator: Dr. Joseph Sylvester, NMFS, Duval Building, 9450 Koger Boulevard, St. Petersburg, FL 33702, (813) 893-3721 



J EA N KING 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

STATE C A P IT O L 

HONOLULU , HAWAII 96813 

March 19, 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

I'd like to add my support to the recent 
proposal to you by Mr. Archie Carr, on 
behalf of the Scientific Corrnnittee of 
the International Symposium on Sea 
Turtle Conservation, that four species 
of endangered marine turtles be themes 
for a corrnnemorative stamp issue. We 
here in Hawaii have a small population 
of the Green Turtle that, like the other 
endangered species residing in our 
islands, we'd like to see protected from 
extinction. Public understanding of 
these unique species' status is an 
important conservation tool, and the 
corrnnemorative stamp proposal will increase 
public awareness. I hope you and your 
Corrnnittee will deem this proposal a worthy 
one, and consider further issues 
featuring other endangered species. 

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

With all good wishes, 

~~ ie~ 
JEAN KING 
Lieutenant Governor 

(sos) S4S-2544 



United States Deparln1ent of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
LLOYD 500 BUILDING, SUITE 1692 

500 N . E . MULTNOMAH STREET 

PORTLAND , OREGON 97232 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

May 15, 1980 

I strongly support the proposal submitted to you for 
the issuance of a block of four commemorative stamps 
displaying sea turtles. These stamps, if issued, will 
help stimulate interest in these threatened and en~ 
dangered animals and, hopefully, further their conser~ 
vation. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Sincerely, 
Original Signed by 
R. Kahler Martin10 

R. Kahler Martinson 
Regional Director 



Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Southeast Fisheries Center 
75 Virginia Beach Drive 
Miami, FL 33149 

April 15, 1980 
. i 

• J 

_f 

Sea turtles on United States commemorative stamps is a proposal that this 
program supports. 

The sea turtle research program at the Southeast Fisheries Center is 
responsible for developing needed information on the little-known biology of 
these threatened and endangered species, in the southeastern United States 
and all areas of the Western Central Atlantic. 

Commemorative stamps of the 4 species of sea turtles would indirectly 
assist our effort. 

: f 



JJoe ~- Wunner 
COMMISSIONER 

~oherl al. ~eimolh 
DIRECTOR 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

~.ep&rtm.ent of ~aturztl 2£l.esour.ces 
COASTAL RESOU RCES DIVISION 

1200GLYNN AVENUE 

BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 31520 

(9121264-7216 

May 7, 1980 

As you may be aware, there is a growing interest in the welfare 
of the Sea Turtle. This was recently exemplified by The World. 
Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation, held at the State Department 
building in Washington, D.C. One of the chief concerns expressed 
at this conference was the insufficient degree of public awareness 
surrounding the sea turtles tenuous existence, hence. the purpose of this 
letter. It is the consensus of myself and many of my colleagues that 
four species of sea turtles be nominated for a commemorative stamp 
issue. These four are (1) Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas), (2) Loggerhead 
(Caretta caretta), (3) Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata), and (4) Kemp•s 
Ridley (Lepidochelys kempi). 

In years past, the U.S. Postal Service has issued commemoratiYe 
stamps honoring other endangered species. These were invaluable in making 
public aware of the species plight, indeed , that they were even near. 
extinction. Through this increased public awareness, we stand a much 
better chance of stabilizing their population size or even, hopefully, restoring 
the populations to where they will no longer be ju danger. of extinction. 

If I may be of further assistance or answer any questions, pl.ease 
feel free to contact me. Thank you for your consideration. 

CFC/lb 

Sincerely , 

Charles F. Cowman, Jr. 
Endangered Species Coordinator 
Coastal Resources Division 



CARIBBEAN FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
Suite 1108 Banco de Ponce Building• Hate Rey, Puerto Rico 00918 

P.O. Box 1001. Hato Rey, P.R. 00919 
Telephones: FTS (809) 753-4926, 753-4927, 753-4928, Comm. (809) 753-6910. 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

Telex : "Carifish" 385-790 

June 5, 1980 

I am writing to you in support of the proposal that a series 
of corrrrnemorative stamps be issued for four species of marine 
turtles. 

It is my strong feeling that such stamps would go far in 
bringing international awareness to marine turtles. This is 
very important s:i.(ce only international cooperation can prevent 
::heir otherwise certain extinction. 

As a resident of the Caribbean Region, and a member of the 
United States Marine Turtle Recovery Team for the Atlantic 
species, I am well aware of the situation here which involves 
so many nations whose waters support these endangered animals. 
All of these nations must be constantly reminded of the need 
for conservation of this national resource. 

AED:as 

S{(!!Jly, 
Arthur E. Danunann 
Chief Sceintist 

ESTABLISHED UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT ACT (PL-94-265) 
ESTABLECiOO BAJO LAS DISPOSICIONES OE LA LEY PARA LA ADMINISTRACION Y CONSERVACION DE LAS PESQUERIAS (PL-94-265) 



RICHARD W . RILEY 

vOVL fi N O n 

April 30, 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 
Po s t~a ster General 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

,§tat~ of ~ottlJr <!}arolina 
@ffi.et .of lltt ®~'tttrn.ttr 

PosT O••tCE Bo x 11450 

CO LUMBIA 292 11 

I understand that a proposal was recently submitted to your office for 
the issuance of a block of four commemorative stamps displaying sea 
turtles. 

This proposal has my support, and I hope you will seriously consider 
the merits of such an issuance. Sea turtles are an endangered resource, 
and the public can be made more aware of their status through issuance 
of commemorative stamps displaying the turtles. 

Thank you for your consideration. yn sincerely 

~~-Riley 
RWR/tce 



OFFICERS 

President 
DON D. FARST, D.V.M. 

Direc tor 
Gladys Porter Zoo 

President E lee! 
UL S. CHAFFEE. D.V.M. 

Director 
Roeding Park Zoo 

Vice President 
LOUIS R. DISABATO 

Director 
San Antonio Zoological 

Gardens and Aquarium 

immediate Past President 
EDWARD J. MARUSKA 

Director 
Cincinnati Zoo 

Executive Director 
ROBERT 0. WAGNER 

Oglebay Park 
Wheeling , WV 26003 

DIRECTORS 

ROLAND LINDEMANN 
President 

Catskill Game Farm , Inc. 

PETER KARSTEN 
Director 

Calgary Zoo 

EORGE B . RABB , PH . ~ 
Director 

Chicago Zoolog ical Park 

KAREN A. SAUSMAN 
Director 

Living Desert Reserve 

CHARLES L. BIELER 
Execut ive Director 

San Diego Zoo 

WILLIAM G. CONWAY 
General Director 

New York Zoological Park 

DAVID G. ZUCCONI 
Superintendent 

Tulsa Zoological Park 

LOUISE . GARIBALDI 
Curator 

New England Aquarium 

ELVIE TURNER, J.R. 
Director 

Fort Worth Zoological Park 

American Association of Zoological Parks and Aquariums 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE AT OGLEBAY PARK, WHEELING, WV 26003 (304)242·2160 

18 April 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

Please accept this letter as one of total support to the requests 
you have received regarding the issuance of a block of four conunemora
tive stamps clepictjng sea turtles. 

The American Association of Zoological Parks and Aquariums repre
sents virtually every zoological park and aquarium on the North American 
continent and virtually all of the professional staff members employed 
in these facilities. Collectively, our members play host to more than 
100,000,000 visitors annually. One of the most important themes of our 
members is conservation. It is on behalf of our members that I request 
your careful consideration to the issuance of the above-suggested stamps. 

Sea turtles are in grave danger, and the issuance of commemorative 
stamps would go a long way towards calling the public's attention to the 
need for further protection of sea turtles. Please help us bring the 
public's attention to their plight and join with us in helping to con
serve these magnificent creatures. Interestingly, several foreign 
countries have already issued stamps depicting marine turtles; and as 
the strongest conservation-oriented nation of the world, we would like 
our country to participate in this endeavor. 

Your careful consideration and your support will be sincerely 
appreciated. 

Ver;22,ours, 

Robert O. ~~if 
Executive Director 

ROW/ljb 

Copies to: Don D. Farst, D.V.M., AAZPA President 
George H. Balazs, IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Group 

rl nonprofi t, tux-exempt orgu11iza1io11 dedicated 10 !he advancement of zoological 
parks and al/uari11111s for cvnservalion, education, scienlific sludies and recreation. 



Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

May 16, 1980 

I would like to encourage you to issue the proposed set of 
commemorative sea turtle stamps. The survival outlook of sea turtles 
is uncertain at the present time. One important thing that can be 
done to help insure their survival is to increase public awareness 
of the sea turtles' plight. I feel tbat a commemorative stamp would 
contribute significantly towards this end. Thank you for your con
sideration of this issue. 

DF:cml 

Sincerely, 

Deborah Fuller 
Research Associate 
Coastal Ecology Laboratory 
Center for Wetland Resources 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803 



THE ARIZONA-SONORA DESERT MUSEUM 
- ALivlngMuseum -

ROUTE 9, BOX 900 

March 28, 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85704 TEL. (602) 883-1380 

DAN DA VIS, Director 

The Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum has been deeply involved in 
research and protective measures to insure the successful hatch
ing of sea turtles in Mexico for a number of years. Although the 
Museum is gradually phasing out of its leadership role in this 
effort, passing that position to the Florida Audubon Society, 
the Museum continues to maintain a deep concern for the declining 
status of all sea turtles. 

Therefore, I am writing to express my own personal support of the 
proposal submitted by Professor Archie Carr to issue a commemorative 
stamp featuring sea turtles. Such an issue would be another effective 
means of drawing public attention to the endangered status of these 
marine turtles and stimulating further efforts in the research 
and conservation struggle to insure the survival of the species. 

I know you will give this proposal the careful consideration it 
so well deserves. 

Sincerely, 

if~A..,~~~ 
Wa 11 ace Cromwe 11 
Di rector, 
Interpretation-Education Department 

le 

enclosures 

CONSERVATION • EDUCATION • RESEARCH • RECREATION 



THE KING'S COLLEGE • BRIARCLIFF MANOR. NEW YORK 10510 

14 April 1980 

Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 20013 

Dear Sir: 

It recently has cane to my attention that a propJsal has been sutmi tted for 
issuance of a block of four carrnanorative stamps displaying sea turtles. 
This letter canes in suppJrt of the propJsal. So frequently I see beauti
ful animal stamps issued by other countries; and I feel that sane attractive 
sea turtle stamps would be an ideal addition to our current list of CClIIllEm

oratives. 

I have spent sane twenty years intermittently researching sea turtles mostly 
in Florida. However, the studies have taken me as far south as Surinam in 
South .America and Nova Scotia in Canada. Incidentally, recently we have dis
covered the loggerhead,_Caretta , laying eggs as far north as the state of 
New Jersey; and a group has been set up to study what measures would be wise 
to protect this species there. 

The sea turtle conference in Washington last fall generated considerable in
terest in the need for conservation of sea turtles. Also during meetings of 
the .American Society of Zoologists held 1n Tampa in late DecE!Ilber 1979 there 
were sea turtle sessions held for several days, and thesA meetings likewise 
E!Ilphasized the necessity of attention being given to sea turtles with regard 
to their conservation as well as their biology in general. 

It would seE!Il to me entirely appropriate that soon the machinery would be 
activated for producing cannE!IlOrative stamps displaying sea turtles; and I 
am anxious to encourage this effort. 

Res,PE:l~tf ly yours, 

~~~ -~/ ;; ' 

~- ~ ~ ,., / h::-"'""' 1,/l_.....> 
, ,-"' ?-t. / /,/?' V"- l / 

·' Wayn~"'Frair, Ph.D. 
Professor of Biology 

WF/rp 



DE PARTME NT OF ZOOLOGY 
ZOOLOGY RESEARCH BUILDING 
1117 WEST JOHNSON STREET 
MADISON , WI ~3706 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

U N IVE RSITY OF WI SCONSIN 

May 20, 1980 

We wish to express our support for a recent proposal to Issue a 
block of four commemorative stamps displayi·ng sea turtles. These unique 
reptiles have experienced drastic decreases in the stze of thefr popula
tions, and for some species the threat of extinction is immi.nent. The · 
United States has assumed a leadership posftlon to mobilize international 
efforts for sea turtle conservation, and we believe that Is suance of 
commemorative stamps will aid our initiative. The stamps would focus 
public awareness on the need for protection and conservatfon of these 
unique creatures. 

Sincerely, 

Allan Muth, Ph.D. 

AM:ac 



THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
AT 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

CHAPEL HILL 

( 

April 9, 1980 

The Univenity of North Carolinll 81 Chlpcl HiD 
POlt ()(fic:e Drawer 809 
Mcntievt °'Y. Nardi earo1u.a 21m 

I wish to urge your department to move forward quickly on the idea 
of a series of commemorative stamps of sea turtles. This ~roup of 
animals deserves such consideration in light of their growing worldwide 
and U. S. demise. We need to continue to bring before the peoples of 
the U. S. and the world, as was done during the recent world sea turtle 
conference in Washington, D. C. attended by 40 nations, an awareness of 
the plight of these animals as well as their grace and mystique. For 
what animal comes ashore, hatches, then spends most of its life at sea 
before we see it again in our coastal waters or as a female coming ashore 
to complete the life cycle of nesting. Secondly, the U. S. needs a 
series of stamps on its endangered animals, or animals and plants in 
general similar to those of such other nations as Japan, Maldive Islands, 
etc. 

We here in coastal North Carolina are fortunate to still see these 
remarkable creatures and are doing our utmost to insure their survival. 
They will be topics enlarged upon during this year's national "Year of 
the Coast" observations. Likewise, arenowned sculptor,Andre Harvey, of 
Delaware has and is spending time here casting the sea turtle into bronze. 
Perhaps in the suggested stamps you could depict sea turtles in paintings, 
as sculptures, and as other important aspects of the American heritage. 

Thus, I encourage your department to act with speed as well as pur
pose in making sea turtles part of our commemorative stam~ series. I 
will be happy to comment or assist in any way possible to see your efforts 
are achieved at an early date. With all best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

f::l f::l.r .. 
Professor of Zoology 

FJS/bbb 



UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA 

INSTITUTE OF ECOLOGY 

ATHENS, GEORGIA 30602 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

TELEPHONE 404·542-2968 

3 April 1980 

I strongly support Dr. Archie Carr's request (13 February 1980) for a 
series of co1T111emorative stamps on threatened and endangered marine turtles. 
The need for increased public awareness of these animals is essential. 

The State of Georgia has established a marine turtle research and edu
cational program to deal with the many problems associated with the protec
tion of marine turtles in Georgia's estuarine waters. Conflicts of interest 
arise with industrial pollution, shoreline development, the fishing indus
tries, and beach stabilization practices. As director of the Georgia pro
gram, my biggest effort is with public education and public awareness. Any 
assistance from your office, in the form of a commemorative series, would be 
most gratefully appreciated. 

d5on 

Director 
Georgia Marine Turtle Program 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/ AFFIRMATIVE ACTION INSTITUTION 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 

BERKELEY • DAVIS • IRVINE • LOS ANGELES • RIVERS IDE • SAN DIEGO • SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA • SANTA CRUZ 

Department of Zoology 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

BEHKELEY, CALIF ORNIA 94720 

March 20, 1980 

I have just learned of a proposal submitted by Prof. Archie Carr that a 
block of four commemorative stamps displaying sea turtles be issued in an 
attempt to increase public awareness of the conservation issue involved ~ I 
wish to add my strong endorsement of this . proposal because I am convinced that 
the conservation issue has reached critica; proportions. There has recently 
been a significant increase in scientific · awareness and interest in the sea 
turtle problem but for future efforts at conservation to be effective, education 
of the public is essential. A block of commemorative stamps would certainly 
assist in bringing the issue to the attention of the public at large and might 
well be instrumental in what n,ay be the last chance to rectify the problem 
facing these valuable creatures . 

PL/rl 

. ;2;~ 
( Paul L1cht 
\_ Chairman of Zool _ogy 



THE ARIZONA-SONORA DESERT MUSEUM 
- ALlvlngMuseum -

ROUTE 9, BOX 900 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85704 TEL. (602) 883-1380 

DAN DA VIS, Director 

March 24, 1980 

During the past five years, my staff and myself have 
been engaged in research and conservation of the Green Turtle, 
(Chelonia mydas), of the Gulf of California and the Pacific 
coast of Mexico. This research was variously funded by the 
World Wildlife Fund, the New York Zoological Society, the 
Chelonia Institute, and independent concerned citizens of 

· Mexico. 

We recently shared the results of this ongoing project 
with fellow researchers and their organizations at the Inter
national Symposium on Sea Turtle Conservation, held in Wash
ington D.C. in November, 1979. A symposium volume will soon 
be published consisting of chapters contributed by us and 
other delegates to the conference. 

In. the light of our involvement with, and concern for, 
the sea turtles of the world, we urge you to seriously 
consider Dr. Archie Carr's request for an issue of commerative 
stamps celebrating these unique, endangered species. 

Sincerely, 
... _...,. 

/(~/-:zip--
Richard S. Felger 
Senior Research Scientist 

RSF:lr 

CONSERVATION • EDUCATION • RESEARCH • RECREATION 



CHARTERED 1698 

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY 

VIRGINIA INSTITUTE Of- MARINE SCIENCE 

SCHOOL OF MARINE SCIENCE 

Gloucester Point, Virllnia 28062 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear Mr . Bolger , 

8 April 1980 

Phone (804) 642-2111 

I wish to express my enthusiastic support of a marine turtle 
commemorative stamp for the U.S. as suggested by the World Sea 
Turtle Scientific Committee. 

My first-hand experience with sea turtles includes work on over 
two hundred Virginian loggerhead and ridley strandings each summer. 
Some of these deaths have been caused by human interference that 
stems from both a lack of understanding of the coastal species' 
lifestyles as well as from adverse reactions of fishermen that must 
r emove them from their nets. 

I have watched local sea turtle public awareness efforts succeed 
beyond our hopes in evoking interest and concern for sea turtles. 
Surely a marine turtle commemorative stamp series would assist 
our efforts to enlist public support of sea turtle conservation goals. 



National Zoological Park Smithsonian Institution Washington, D.C. 20008 

Mr. Wi lliam Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Sir: 

COMMEMORATIVE STAMP ISSUE - MARINE TURTLES 

31 March, 1980 

I wish to support colleagues of mine, both in this country and abroad, 
in requesting that your office consider a commerative issue on Marine Turtles. 

Reasons for this are many: educational value of postage stamps, toge t her 
with the critical status of U.S. populations of sea turtles and the recent 
International Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation make it timely to increase 
public awareness about these animals now. 

You will know that several countries, many of them unde,veloped, have 
issued attractive sets on Marine Turtles. The Maldives are a recent example, 
and I know from communication with the Postmaster General, and other Government 
Officials there, that this issue has been planned as an educational aid. 
The Maldives Postal department has been applauded internationally by biologists 
for their foresighted policy. 

I would be pleased to offer whatever information I can to assist in this 
issue. 

G. Frazier 



t 

.. 

HAROLD JEFFERSON COOLIDGE 
31 STANDLllV STRllllT 

BEVERLY, MASSACHUSETTS 019111 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, DC 20260 

May 8, 1980 

Dear Mr. Postmaster Generals 

The purpose of this letter is to support as strongly 
as possible the suggestion that the United States should 
issue a commemorative stamp on which would appear pictures 
of fbur species of threatened marine turtles. The pro
tection of marine turtles has been a matter of life-long 
interest, not only to me but to the IUCN as well as 
conservation organizations with which I have been associated 
and which are referred to in the enclosed news release. 
It is highly gratifying that the International Conference 
on Marine Turtle Conservation that was organized by President 
Train of the World Wildlife Fund has resulted in positive 
action by many countries and it would seem highly appropriate 
that our government should reinforce this action by issuing 
the suggested stamp. 

With kind regards--

Sincerely, 

Harold J. Coolidge 

HJC/gsc 
Enclosures News Release 
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HAROLD JEFFERSON COOLIDGE 

31 STANDLEY ST .. EET 

BEVERLY, MASSACHUSETTS 0191!1 

May 8, 1980 

Mr. George H. Balazs 
Assistant Marine Biologist and Deputy Chairman 
IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Group 
University of Hawaii at Manca 
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology 
P.O. Box 1346 
Coconut Island 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744 

Dear Dr. Balazs1 

Thank you for your kind letter of April 29th. 
I strongly support your suggestion that a four 
commencement stamps displaying sea turtles 
should be issued by our government and am sending 
a note to this affect to the Postmaster General. 

With kind regards--

Sincerely, 
' 

Jl-Mj·~ 
Harold J. Coolidge 

HJC/gsc 
Enclosures 5/8 ltr. to Postmaster General 
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United States Department of the· interior 
ADDRESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR. 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

In leply Refer iio: 
:N>/OES 121 

Mr. Wi] Ham Bolger 
Postmastm: General 
wa.sbing'tcn, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

-·-
Mt.. Y 1 2 198CJ 

I 'i«>ni.d like to st:maqly en::.brse the recent pi::qx>sal for the issuance of cxm-
~tive staups depicting eMangend ~ turtles. - -

~ iS -an 1ncreasing ~lie C:Orioem over the plight of these ~~ as 
evidenced by srounting eriJeavors on the part of oonaervation cnqanimtions and 
th! Federal. G:Jverment to recover thee~ n\Jlbers of aea t:urtJ..es. 
EurAI:eds of particl:pants at the recent Ti.brld Sea Turtle confei:ence are loold.D;J 
to public education as an integrU part of a world strategy plan to cxmserve 
sea turtles, and I believe ~ stould uti J i ze every C1pfX:>rtuni. ty an1 a:echani sm 
available in furt:herlnq this ~ cawre. 

As you ri:uy lcrl:v, the ~ve ~e:a!d flo.ra st.cmps issued by your 
department last year ~ a great deal of enthusiasn for plant ~ 
vatiai-- -Moreover# it indirec::tly stimnlated the news media aDd conaervaticn 
orqanizai:ians_ to prmt:e the conservation of these plants while at the same 
time pi:JJ ic:f zing the availability of the stanps. -· 

I am e:.x:1oo.i.D;J a copy of our Erxlangered ~es l'rogl:am technical. newsletter 
featur.ing your etrlaD;ered flora star&lps so that ~ may be aware of their 
Dfront-page~ si9nificance in terms of our p~ er.phasis. We would loo." 
foxward with sreat anticipation to feat:uril:q sea turtle cumeuorati~ stasps 
in a fort!x:eln1D] issue of the "Bulletin. . .. _ 

cc: AFA Read:WJ 
l 0ES ~inks) 

Mr. ~e B. Balazs 
University of Hawaii at Mama, Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology 
P.O. Bax 1346, Coconut Isl.am 
Kaneahe, Hawaii 96744 -. . .. . ...... 

EWS:OES:DF.i.nnley:eew 5/9/80 



WLi lKIKI AQUARIUN\ 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

March 14, 1980 

I am writing to express my support of the proposal submitted to you by 
Archie Carr regarding the consideration of marine turtles as themes for a 
commemorative stamp issue. Two species of sea turtles, the green sea turtle 
(Chelonia mydas) and the hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata) are 
significant species to the ancient Hawaiian culture. They were not only 
important as food but were an important element in the religion, music, 
and folklore of the Hawaiian culture. Both of these species are rare in 
Hawaiian waters today but are occasionally seen by residents and tourists 
alike and are part of the fascination of our Hawaiian waters. 

I think the four species of turtles suggested to you by Mr. Carr would 
be an excellent theme for a commemorative stamp and I urge your favorable 
consideration of his suggestion . 

• 

LT:jm J ·v 

... 

e University of Hawa11 e 2777 Kalakaua Avenue e Honolulu . Hawaii 96815 e (808) 923-5335 



Oceans a publication of the Oceanic Society 

13 May 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 

Postmaster General 

Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

The staff of OCEANS magazine, and I, heartily support 

the proposal recently submitted to you, for the 

issuance of a block of four commemorative stamps 

displaying the endangered sea turtles. 

OCEANS is a nonprofit publication of the Oceanic 

Society, an organization dedicated to the protection 

of the oceans and ocean life, to education in the 

maritime arts and sciences and to research. 

We all strongly feel that any means for saving from, 

or bringing to the attention of the public, the threat 

of extinction of any creature, be it marine or 

terrestrial, is well worth the effort and expense. 

We hope that the issuance of the commemorative stamps 

will help, and we fully endorse this proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Keith K. Howell 

Editor 

FORT MASON • SAN FRANC ISCO, CALIFORNIA 94 123 • (415) 44 1-1 104 • Cables : EXPLORER 



Harry E.Finch 
32101 Pacific Coast Hwy. 
Malibu, Calif., 90265 

May 9, 1980 

\ 

Mr . william Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. c. 20260 

Dear MJ::". Bolger, 

I respectfully support the issuance of a block 
of four commemorative stamps displaying Sea Turtles. 
'rhis should be a most worthwhile and productive means 
to advance the conservation and research of the val
uable sea turtles. 

I have had the good fortune to have spent much 
time in the central pacific observing those beautiful 
large turtles in their natural habitat. And indeed 
everything should be done, that can be done , to pre
serve their way of life . It is truly amazing the great 
distances across the open oceans that the turtles 
·::ravel, to return to the sun splashed atolls and islands . 
Ar1d the naturalness of their existence and ancient back
ground is representative of a world that needs saving 
so badly. 

Your help and consideration is, and will be, 
appreciated. 

Respectfully, 



Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

20 May 1980 

I am a turtle biologist who is currently interested in conservation 
of the rare turtles of the world. At a recent conference on 
endangered species at Provincetown, Massachusetts I participated 
in a workshop to establish priorities and resolutions re: future 
research on amphibians and reptil.es. The one group of animals 
that drew the .most attention was the large marine turtles. While 
most biologists would argue that money should be spent directly on 
field research on these animals, I would argue that more effort 
should be directed at increasing public awareness of these unique 
turtles. If we can educate the public to correctly identify rare 
wildlife, then it is likely that this valuable resource can, in 
some cases, be saved. 

I write to you to ask that you consider the issuance of a set of 
four commemorative stamps depicting four of the marine species, 
i.e. loggerhead, hawksbill, Kemp's ridley, and green turtles. 
The Scientific Committee of the recently held International 
Symposium on Sea Turtle Conservation would certainly applaud such 
an issue because it would go far towards satisfying one of their 
goals. That is the enhancement of public awareness of the survival 
status of these wonderful creatures. 'A set of turtle commemoratives 
would be even more spectacular than the elegant series iasued on 
owls in 1978. 

Please give serious consideration to my suggestion as I know that there 
are a large number of concerned scientists and lay persons that 
would be very supportive of TURTLE COMMEMORATIVES. 

TG:s 

~~~·?J·JLL__ 
T~Graham, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Department of Biology 
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BERNICE P. BISHOP MUSEUM 

Mr. William Uolger 
Postmaster General 
Wai;hiugton, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolgt!r: 

~J>f 1 L//. , / ,'1ffr •1 /,J(,,,,;";;, , ,;/(,"''"'.'J(J;\'/ .'.I • .'1:1.jii"''" J'47 .'l.511 

Apr 11 8. 1980 

I underotand that a proposal has been prei;ented for the issuance of a 
block of four to11u11emorativ<.· sta 111ps dlsplaying marine turtles, I am writing 
to express 1uy lndl v .lduaJ. ::> uppor L for th ls proposal. 

M...trine turtleo would lenJ Lliemse.lves to stamp8 w.ltl1 interesting and 
attrai.:tlve de.1:1ig11tL They are part of uuc natural heritage, in whic)1 there 
il::l muc h publ l<.: interest und whlch (In the opi[llon of many) could properly 
a11d G1dv<mtagct>utdy be given mot1.~ attenL.iun 0 11 our stamp8. At the i:;ame time , 
1111.trltw turtJ..:s an~ cxcelli;.011L e.x. .. 11up1.es uJ· the decl.lne of mar•y specie$ in our 
fauna and o! the who.le subj ·cL ot enu<.rngert>d ::;pei.:ies. Marine turtles not 
ouly ext::u1pl Lfy e1hlangermt::nL per se, but also the decline of 1:3pecLei:; of con
t:iiden.1b.lc econ.omit i..llld cul tur<1 I ~d gniflcan Cl:.' ln human bti:;tory. 

l f:lLrongly b1vor the .I llustcdLion of marine turtlt::t> on commemorative stamps, 
and 1 hope you w.lll ~n::iure tlt<:1L Llie proposal J.::; cart!fully evaluated, 

Thank you vtt-ry p1uch for your attenL1on to this request. 

FJL{: cnh 

Sincerely yours, 

Frank J. Radovsky 
Assi~taut Dlrector 



Dedicated to the wise use of our world resources. 

Editorial offices: 225 E. Michigan Miiwaukee, Wis. 53202 Phone: 414/273-2486 

International Publications of the National Wildlife Federation 

-wrr.DI.J I FE 

May 12, 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

I urge you to adopt the proposal that four species of marine 
turtles--the green, loggerhead, hawksbill and Kemp's Ridley--be 
used for corrunemorative stamps. As you know, the United States 
has taken the lead in efforts to protect marine turtles throughout 
the world. And by issuing a special set of stamps depicting 
these creatures, the United States Postal Authority can help 
draw attention to · their plight. Only through increased public 
awareness can the future of such endangered animals be insured • 

. 
Mark Wexler 
Senior Editor 



Rodney V. __ saim 
Department of Pathobiology 

The Johns Hopkins University 
615 North Wolfe Street 

Baltimore, Maryland 21205 U.S.A. 

2nd May, 1980 

Mr . illiam Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington , D.C.20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger , 

I strongly endorse the proposal for the issuance 
of commemorative stamps depioting sea tl11'tles. 

It is my experience in the field of resource man
agement, and particularly endangered species management, 
that effective public awareness programmes hold the key 
to the success or failure o:r such management endeavours . 
As you well know, the potential for information dissem
ination by stamps 1s far reaching through society. 
For eoca:mple, in a nation I know well, the Seychelles , 
stamps depicting local flora, · fauna {including turtles) 
and habitats has infused a great portion of the populace 
with a sense of interest, national pride, concern, and 
responsibility toward their natural heritage. 

I urge you to place a commemorative stamp aeries of 
sea turtles under serious consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rodney v. Salm 
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June 2, 1960 

Upon my retuli.n from India, I learned that it has, 

b en propoee4 that you issue • blook Qf commemoTative stamps 
<11spJ.-aying or <1 picting aoa turtlea. This i.s a splendid 
•uccestion and you ~ U't'ged to give favorable consideration 
to this proposal. 

s~~ ~al ~peoies of oea turtles are on th~ verge of 

extinction and nt of the national consarvation ·organizations 
have been helping to stimulate public support for greater pro.

tection by state 4nd goveriwental agencie~. 

ma endorse the idea and I can as ure you that .,,uch 

ction would eQt ldth l:id.espt'ea.d public approval. 

CaG/p 

Si:nc 't ly1 

c • .. • Gutermuth 
Pl?&Sident 
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RUTGERS 
THE ST:'TE llf JIVERSITY 
OF NE~ ,i JERSEY 

<.'OOK COLLEGE•DEPARTMENT OF HORTICULTURE AND FORESTRY 
P.O. BOX 231 •NEW BRUNSWICK• NEW JER SE Y 08903 

Mr. William Bolger 

June 2, 1930 

Postmaster General of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger : 

This l etter is in support of the proposal for the issuance 
of a block of four commemorative stamps displaying sea turtles . 
This is a unique opportunity for the Postal Service to recognize 
the central role the United States has assumed in the conservation 
of sea turtles, and to aid in their preservation. The commitment 
made by the United States to sea turtle conservation was recently 
underscored when the U.S. Departments of State, Commerce, and 
Interior joined to help sponsor the first World Conference on Sea 
Turtle Conservation, in Washington. This conference, attended by 
representatives of 40 nations , created a momentum for conservation 
which would be greatly helped by the printing of U.S. s ea turt le 
commemorative stamps. 

The four species proposed for the stamps (Green 'l'u.rtlo, Hawksbill, 
Kemp's Ridley, and Loggerhead) are all native to U.S. waters, and are 
an important rnrt of our national wildlife heritage. They are also 
beautiful ani.mals, and wculd m.:Uce magnificent subjects for postage 
stamps. If completeness is desired, the Leatherback Turtle (pern.ochelys 
coriacea), last of the five major kinds of U.S. sea t 1 i.rtles , could 
also be portrayed in a block of four stamps . This could be done by 
including the Loggerhead and Kemp's Ridley, which ares omewhat similar, 
in the same stamp. The Leatherback is the largest and most spectacular 
looking of the world 1 s sea turtles (almost as big as a VoU::swagen!), 
and is well worth inclusion in such a commemorative i ssue. But 
regardless of whether the leatherback is incl· .. :ded, a sea turtle 
commemorative issue would be a great aid to conservation and an 
extremely popular stamp among collectors as well. 

D'WE:wp 

Sincerely yours, 

David W. Ehrenfeld 
Professor of Biology 



CAllETTA RESEARCH, INC. 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger1 

POST OFFICE DRAWER E 

SANIBEL ISLAND, FLORIDA 33957 

May 2, 1980 

I am writing to ask your committee to consider five 
species of marine turtles that occur in the United States 
as themes for a commemorative stamp issue. All of these 
unique reptiles are experiencing serious survival problems 
and are all protected under the United States Endangered 
Species Act. 

Under the auspices of the United States Department and 
a large number of conservation organizations, the United 
States was recently host to an International Symposium on Sea 
Turtle Conservation, attended by delegates from over 40 
countries. One of the goals defined by the Scientific Committee 
of that conference was to increase public awareness of the sur
vival status of, and principal threats to, existing populations 
of marine turtles. A commemorative stamp issue would contribute 
significantly to this end. 

The names of species nominated are as follows1 Green 
Turtle (Chelonia mydas), Loggerhead (Caretta caretta), Hawksbill 
(Eretmochelys imbricata), Kemp's Ridle} (Lepidochelys kempi), 
and Leather Back (Dermochelys coriacea • 

I would be pleased to provide you with any additional 
information that might be needed in making an evaluation of 
this for a commemorative stamp featuring sea turtles. 

EJP1em 

Sincerely, 

~~~~~co 
Phillips 

Assistant Director 
Caretta Research, Inc. 

A MARINE TURTLE CONSERVATION PROJECT 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA CRUZ 

BERKELEY• DAVIS • IBVINE •LOS ANGELES •RIVERSIDE •SAN DIEGO • SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA• SANTA CRUZ 

CENTER FOR COAST AL MARINE STUDIES 
DIVISION OF NATURAL SCIENCES 
APPLIED SCIENCES BUILDING 

r . ill iam Bol ger 
ostmas ter General 
ar-hington, o.c. 20260 

Dear r r . olger~ 

SANT A CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95064 

liay 12 , 1980 

I am iri in) to add ~Y support t o tho proposal that your 
committe considers four sp c es of marine turtles as t hemes 

n a commemor tiv tamp issue. The s peci s propose are 
Che l onia m das, Car tta caret t a , et ochclxs 1 bricata, and 
Lo i doche em1p . • 

Al though these &ni m l s a~e current l y p otcct d under the 
United State~ £ndangorc Species ct, ·t is imperative to their 
continu d "1ui:vi vul that the l evel of pu l ie awareness be raised . 
By ut l izing such a ighl y visi l e publ ic vehi c l e as staip i s
suance, a v at audience an ba made ognizant of those r e l y 
heral ded ani:n l s . 

ational w l d l if hci:·itago _s a val uabl e as ct in ny cul tut"e . 
It follo1.1s th t pu l ie sen itivi y nd sup ort arc es.:;.antial in
gredients to preoe va that h ritoge . Onco again I urge you and 
your committee to co sider marine tu r t l es as special focus !n 
commemorativ~ stamp issue. 

Sinc::er ly , 

obc,..t c. Gu ss 
ssociate arin S eci list 
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DEPARTMENT OF PAR~ ANO RECREATIOJll 
CITY AND . COUNTY~~ HONOU.JLU 

+IONOLULU ZOO KAPIOLAN1 PARK 
HONOL.UL.U, HAWAII 1111111! 

Mr. Wtl 1la11 Bolger 
Pott••t•r Gener•1 
W.thln9ton, D. c. 
20%60 

her Mr. Botser• 

Aprl 1 18, t960 

CoHie1110ratlve post•t• ttlMPS have PNft fnv11v1 le In dr11Wln9 the 
•ttentlon of tta. ANrlc.n public to htue1 and topics that genulnely 
benefit all of us, 1ueh •• the recent COftlrlemoratlws on •n<l•noered 
flora. 

'our tP"l•s of Mrfne turtles found In U. s. waters wf'tf¢h a1to nest 
on Mffhes In the Southeastern United. States are now Hated as 
endange~ by th• '•.dera1 CovtarnMnt. Their pUtht was recently the 
topic of en lnternatfonat $Y'f1Potfua ort ha Turtle Coft1erv1tfon attended 
by d•l•1•t•1 from over Ito countrlu U111der th• auspices of the United 
States Governt.19nt. 

I o wr f Ung to ask you and your COftllll1 tt•• to cons h:fer these four 
endan99,.ed •rlne reptt1es -- th• Green Turtt• (Chetont.1 11Yd•1) t the 
Lomaerhe•d (C.retta ~r•tta), th• HIWksbt11 (Er•t1110Chaty1 1-.rlc•t•), 
1nd th• 1n1pls alClfey (Lapl~oche1ys ~) ..... '•s the th.,. for a llock of 
four COllMHIOretlve 1ta11Ps on •ndange-tid"Tauna. 

I b•lt•v• the A11erlcan public wtU find the aubJ•ct both toptc:•1 and 
artltt1c•l1y ettrtctlve. 

SMthh 
~et Dr. Gerge la1azs 

Or. Archie Carr 

Yourt sfncere1y, 

SEAN McK!OW 

' ! 

Supervtsln9 Herpetolo 1st 



Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washinqton, D. c. 20260 

Dear Mr. Postmaster Gen ral: 

y 13, 1980 

This is written in sttpport of the proposal by Prof. Archie Carr 
that four species of marine turtles be consid red f'or a rativ 

tamp issu • I not a herpetoloqist and have no special expertise 
in rine turtl s, but I am concerned for their conservation and have 

e knowledge of th probl as I have be n involved in rin 
WQJlw.ua.l conaervation activities. and the two groups pr sent similar 
problems. 

Also, I can support Prof. Carr's assertions and rec ndations 
in strongest terms. as I have known him and his work for 20 years, nd 
he is among the most distinquished natural scientists of this or an 
age . I believe that this roposal rits our most thou htful 
consideration. 

• 

Sincerely, 

Clayton E. Ray 
Re earch CUrator 
Dept. of Paleobioloqy 

C. E . Ray/NHB E-256tMail s'fop 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20580 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

UNITED STATES COAST GUA RD 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Pcetmaster General: 

MAILING ADDRESS : 

Daniel Whiting 
Commanding Officer 
USCG LORSTA KURE 

.FPO SAN FRANCISCO 
CALIFORNIA, 96619 

20 MAY 1980 

I wish to express my support of the proposal that four 
species of marin~ turtles that exist in the waters of 
the United Statea be approved as themes for a commemorative 
stamp issue. 

Presently I am the Commanding Officer of the U.S. Coast Guard 
LORAN-C Station on KURE ISLAND, Hawaii. Three of the four 
turtles considered for the commemorative stamp issue exist 
at KURE ATOLL and are being studied in conjunction with the 
University of Hawaii. 

I already receive a large volume of cancellation and cachet 
requests from philately enthusiasts and feel that t he connection 
between KURE ATOLL and a marine turtle commemorative stamp 
issue would both i~crease public awareness of marine turtles 
and generate a certain degree of philatately interest. 

Marine turtles are rare and beautiful animals and should 
provide interesting and aesthetic subjects for a series of 
commemorative stamps. 

Love and Peace, 

Daniel Whiting 
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Mr . William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Yashington , D. C. 20260 

ear l1r . Bolger : 

Hay 19 , 1980 

I recently learned of the proposal to issue stamps 
commemorating four species of endangered marine turtles , and 
am writing to express my strong support . 

The principal role of the Wildlife Section of the 
Department of Justice is to promote effective enforceme t 
of federal uildlife laws , including those designed to pre
vent exploitation of endangered species , such as the marine 
turtles . Illegal exploitation of these valuable turtl, is 
a wi<iespread and troubling problem in wildlife la~1 enfo _ ~
ment . tJe believe that increased public awareness of the 
need to con erve marine turtles is one effective way to pro
mote compliance with the laws which prot ct th rn . CorrdTlernorativ 
stamps featuring the endang re marine turtles would· certain
ly contribute towards that end . I therefore urge that you 
seriously consider the proposal to issue this bl ck of marine 
turtle stamps . 

u. 

Sincerely , 

/5/ 
Kenneth Berlin 
Chief, Hild.life Section 
Land and natural Resources 

Division 



Mr . William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 20260 

Dear Mr . Bolger: 

March 17, 1980 

I am writing in support of Dr. Archie Carr's proposal to 
issue marine turtle commemorative stamps. 

Of the four turtle species listed by Dr. Carr, the Green 
turtle and the Hawksbill turtle are especially important to 
the people of the Pacific islands, for these two species of 
turtles are associated with the life style of the islanders . 
In many of the islands , these turtles also play a vital role 
in the traditional and cultural history of that island . 
Each island having their own folklores and legends involving 
turtles. 

The issuance of marine turtle commemorative stamps will 
certainly emphasize and focus the public's attention not 
only for the need to protect these marine turtles but the 
role of these turtles in the every day I ive-sof island people. 

Sincerely, 

HARRY T. KA I 
Chief, Aquatic & Wildlife 

Resources 
GUAM I 

\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
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May 20, 1980 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, DC 20260 

Dear M.r. Bolger: 

ro.B0>'.5291 CIJMI Ml,FLl3152 

FLOR IDA POWER & LIGHT CO'.Ti'ANY 

As an ecologist employed by Florida Power & Light 
Company (FPL), the fourth largest utility in the 
United States, I have actual experience interacting 
with a number of threatened and endangered sea turtles. 
Through extra efforts on the part of the Company, we 
have been able to operate our power plants on coastal 
sites and coexist with these animals. 

I feel, however, that the public perception of the 
endangered status of sea turtles is minimal. A 
commemorative set of stamps for sea turtle conser
vation would be an excellent method to strengthen a 
public awareness for these animals. 

Sincerely, 

--. ·1·~ l , .... , , r -" 
':\: ./. J ,:~ ,,..., i 

. -- ). - {_.l_"r,~-".l ·V' -----~- · 
: ... 
J. Ross Wilcox, Ph.D. 
Ecologist 

JRW:eab 

bee: George H. Balazs.,/ 
Hawaii Institute of 

Marine Biology 
P. 0. Box 1386 
Kane ohe , HI 9674 4 

Pe ter Pritchard , Ph.D. 
Florida Audubon Society 
P. 0. Drawer 7 
Maitland , FL 32751 

PEOPLE. - . SEavt. G PEOPLE 



Mr. Willi Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger, 

March 27' 1980 

I should like to add my support to Dr. Archie Carr's suggestion of 
a ative st issue featuring four species of sea turtles. I 
Jmow that the st s would be extremely attractive and they would also 
draw attention to the predicament in which these splendid anDlls find 
themselves--on the endangered list, facing possible extinction. 

I have been fortunate enoogh to have the opportlD'lity to study th 
lmique basking behavior of green turtles in the Nortltwestern Hawaiian 
Islands. To be able to observe a large sea turtle emerge fran the ocean 
and bask in the sun on the white coral sand be ch of a remote atoll is a 
privilege that few people can enjoy. It is a vivid reminder that sea 
turtles are capable of prodigirus feats of navigation and yet, they are 
wlnerable. 

Sea turtles are of great scientific int st and esthetic value; it 
101ld be unfortunate if they becane extinct in our time. I am sure that 
the suggested stamp issue would help enormously to prevent this happening. 

Sincerely }'CKlrs. 

G. Causey Whittow, Ph.D. 
Pro~ sor of Physiol 

University_ of Hawaii at Manoa 
GCW:ji 

• 
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GOVE 
PAGO PAGO, AMERICAN SAMOA 96799 

OFFICE OF MARINE RESOURCES 

June 9, 1980 

Mr . William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

I am writing to express my total support for the 
p roposal by Dr. Archie Carr that sea turtles occurring 
in the United States and its territories be considered 
as themes for a commemorative stamp issue. 

Two of the four species nominated by Dr . Carr 
( the Green Turtle and the Hawksbill) commonly occur in 
American Samoa waters. Our people have traditionally 
used sea turtles for food and the Hawksbill shell as 
raw material for handicrafts. Recently, however, both 
species have experienced a significant decline in popu
lation and are now protected under the United States 
Endangered Species Act. American Samoan effort for 
further protection has resulted in the establishment of 
Rose Atoll as a federal wildlife refuge . The beaches 
of tiny Rose Island are considered the primary turtle 
nesting area within the territory. 

Sea turtle stamps would be extremely popular in 
Ameri can Samoa and the accompanying publicity would be 
of considerable benefit for turtle conservation through
out the South Pacific. 

Please give this matter your careful consideration. 

Sincerely, 

3 I 

HENRY S SEPAS 
Directo · of Marine Resources 

• 
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Bl:Jh 

'bee: Mr. George H. Balazs / 

Sine ly, 

Ralph Gray 
Editor 
National Geographic WORLD 



l9 Marah l980 

THE FLORIDA S TATE M USEUM 
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 

Mr. Wi Ul111 

Pn tma.stezt General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

the florida 
state museum 
m~seu'll road 
umvers1ty 
of florida 
gainesville 
32611 
904/ 392-17 21 

Several years ago, the Postal Service issued a bZock of foia> stamps com
memorating U.S. endangezted speoies. That aotion pZayed a significant rote 
in making th8 U.S. public ~ of th8 pUght of our endange:reed lAJitdUfe. 
I wouZd Uke to ask the Postal Service to issue a new bZock of stamps com
memorating our endange:reed rnca>ine turtles. The u. s. Fish and Wildlife Ser
vioe, U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service,u.s. National Parks Servioe, 
and U.S. Dtrpa'/Jtment of State a:ree all actively involved in efforts to con
serve marine turtles as part of various programs administe:reed undezt provi
sions of the U.S. Endangered Speoies Act and the Convention on Intemational 
Trade in Endange:reed Speoies of Wi id Fauna and FZora. In November of t9 79, 
these govemmentat agenoies joined together 7;.Jith the Wor"ld Wildlife Fund, 
New York ZooZogioaZ Society, Defrm,ders of WiZdUfe, and a nwnber of other 
conservation organizations to aonvene the Wo'l'ld Conference on Sea Turtle 
Conservation attended by more than 3(}0 d8Zegates from 40 nations. The 
meeting ws heZd in the oonferenoe facilities in the State Depa'l'tment. That 
Conference p'l'Oduced a World Strategy for Sea Turtle Conservation, a strategy 
which is being implemented by aooperating govemments around the world and 
the United Nations Envi'l'onment Progranrne. 

In addition, the U.S. Govemment has a large biZateraZ program lAJith Mexioo 
fol' the oonservation of the sea turtZe :reesouraes that we sha:ree in oOl'TrTIOn. 

For these and other reasons, the issuance of a bl-ook of stamps corrrnemorating 
four speoies of endangered marine turtles would be 't1Bey appropriate. I would 
suggest that the stamps ino l:ude the green turtle (Che Zonia '!JYdas J, the Zogger
head ( Caretta aaretta), the hawks bi ZZ (Eretmoche Zys imbi-ioata) and Kamp 's 
ridZsy (LepidocheZys kempi). 

Photographe of these species a'l'e avaiZabZe from theU.S. Office of Endangered 
Speoies (contact D'l'. Ken Dodd, telephone 703-235 l975)_. I oan supply addi
tionat materials if needsd. 

a/ A. CarT / 
G. BaZazs 

s 

Sinoe:ree ly, 

F. Wayne King, Ph.D. 
Director 
Ftorida State Museum 
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F 0 R THE A D' V AN c EM ENT 0 F s c I EN c E RESEARCH AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE OCEAN 

THE INTERNATIONAL OCEANOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION 

3979 RICKENBACKER CAUSEWAY, VIRGINIA KEY , MIAMI, FLORIDA 33149 

Telephone : (305) 361-5786 

• 

PLANET OCEAN 

Mr. Willi Bolg r 
Postmaster Ge ral 
Washington, D. c. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger: 

Cable Address: INTOCFOUND 

14 May 1980 

I writing to support the propoaal that four species 
of rine turtl a that occur in th United State be considered 
and appr0\11 d as themes fOT c tive st p issue. 

Such a c orative is u , as recently propos d to 
you by Dr. Archie carr, would effecti ly promote public aware-

ss of t plight of the e -endan red peciea, whose numbers 
continue to decline, often aa a result of n thoughtlessne••· 
Too often, t public is unaw of the hazards thes · pTe sive 
animal face, both in their neatin ar a and in the wild. 

In support of the c servation of these ls, our 
Foundation will f ature a erlea of "Sa t Turtle" at a 
issued by the Maldive Isl.ands in the July-August issue of our 

gazine, Sea Frontiers (which is re d by era in oveT 100 
countrlee). It is only fitting that t United Statea, aa a 
orld leader in the conservation and res rch of ae turtles. 

also use this thod--a c orative st iesue••to express 
its concern and support. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

P'GWS:ea 

Sincerely 

· p. G. Walton Smith 
Pr eident 

SEA FRONTIERS / SEA SECRETS 
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Mr. n Ham Bolger 
Postin st.er Gen al 
Washington, D. C. 20260 

Dear Mr. Bolger' 

Box 3914 
Christiansted 
st. Croix 
Virgin Is1ands 00820 
MC\Y 7. 1980 

I hearti.1¥ rg you to issue the acxmnemorative stamps illustrating .tour 

sea turtles. I live i.n a turtle nesting beach, and have se n a tremendous 

response in ighbors, and the students I teacll, when we are lucky enough 

to observe a turtl l831ng her eggs, or the babies hatching. People feel tar 

closer to their world after having watched a six-foot-long leatherback lq 

her eggs £or an hour. It is an experience that all are extremely grateful 

tor. One group 0£ students applauded as the ;mother crawled toward the sea., 

and one girl was crying at the beauty and awesomeness o£ what she had seen. 

I encourage you to print the turtle stamps. 

Yours, 

.. 



... 
ADDRESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR, 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

United State · epartment of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/OES 

Mr. William Bolger 
Postmaster General 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear Mr . Bolger: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

MAY 1 2 1980 

The Office of Endangered Species, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
enthusiastically supports the proposal to issue a series of commemorative 
stamps featuring our Nation's jeopardized sea turtles. 

The four turtles recommended are on the U.S. List of Threatened and Endangered 
Wildlife . A stamp series would contribute to public awareness of the problem, 
and thus play a significant part in the effort to insure the turtle's survival. 

Sincerely yours, 

ci./ ioHN L SPINKS, JR. 

Chief, Office of Endangered Species 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, DC 20260 

August 21, 1980 

Mr. George H. Balazs 
Assistant Marine Biologist 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Post Office Box 1346 
Coconut Island 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744 

Dear Mr. Balazs: 

I want to respond to your letter of August 8 with 
further reference to the proposal for stamps featuring 
marine turtles. 

The Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee is still con
sidering this proposal for future stamp programs. It 
remains on the agenda for action at a later meeting. 

Sincerely, 

W. L. Davidson, Jr. 
Director 

.. 

Off ice of Consumer Marketing 



University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology 

P.O. Box 1346 •Coconut Island• Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744 
Cable Address: UNIHA W 

September 25, 1980 

Mrs. Mary Ann Owens 
Citizens' Stamp Advisory Connnittee 
P. 0. Box 1164 
Brooklyn, New York 11202 

Dear Mrs. Owens: 

I thought it would be worthwhile to send you the .enclosed collection 
of photographs and drawing for your consideration with the sea turtle 
stamp proposal. I have selected these views from my own personal files, 
but I want to assure you that a substantial amount of additional material 
displaying the four species of sea turtles can be assembled from other 
biologists when it becomes necessary. 

There are basically six categories of sea turtle behavior and life 
stages that I feel could superbly portray these species on a stamp issue. 
These are: 1) a turtle swinnning gracefully through the water; 2) a 
turtle nesting on a sand beach and laying her eggs; 3) a hatchling turtle 
coming out of a nest and running to the sea; 4) a turtle sleeping under
water under a coral ledge; 5) a turtle basking on a sand beach dur:ingthe 
daytime; 6) a turtle feeding on seagrasses. With a block of four stamps 
showing the different species, each stamp could also include a different 
portrayal of behavior or life stage. This, in my opinion, would add 
even further to this attractive, exciting and a propriate subject. 

Again, thank you for your 

GHB:md ,.I 
; 

f 

proposal. 

Biologist 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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