IR A Y

1601 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009

& WILDLIFE ' CABLE: PANDAFUND TELEX: 64505

S- . TELEPHONE: (202) 387-0800

March 20, 1980

Dear Mr. Postmaster Ganeral:

I am writing in strong support of the proposal that four
species of marine turtles that occur in the United States be
considered and approved as themes for a commemorative stamp
issue. -

Under date of February 13, you were written a detailed
letter by Drxr. Archie Carr on this mattex. Dr. Carr is the
world's leading marine tuztle scientist and is chairman of
the Marine Turtle Specialist Group of the Survival Service
Commission of the International Union for the Conservation of
Nature {IUCN). The undersigned is Nerth American Vice Presi~
dent of IUCN, as well as President of the World Wildlife Fund-
U.S.

I will not repeat the specific information set out in
Dr. Carr's letter. However, as Chairman of the International
Conference on Marine Turtle Conzgervation which was held at the
State Depariment for a week starting last November 25, I
believe that a commemorative stamp issue would be a very affec~
tive way for raising the level of public concern about these
highly andangered creatures. Such an is3ue would also be par-
ticularly appropriate for the United States in view of the
leadership it has taken in seeking to mobilize global efforts
for marine iurtle conservation.

Representatives of some 40 nations participated in the
Marine Turtle Conference at the State Department last November.
Not ‘only did the conference receive the financial support of
privats conservation organizations such as the World Wildlife
Fund, but it also received substantial funding from the U. S.
Agency for International Development (AID), the National
Marine Fisheries Service of the Department of Commerce, and
the Department of the Interior. :

If I may be of any further assistance in this matter, I
would appreciate your contacting me.

Sincerely yours,

wgd Russeil £ Train
Russell B. Train
President

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D. C. 20260

be: Mr.George H. Balazs~—"
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Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D.C. 20260

Dear Mr. Bolger: -

It has come to my attention by way of the Fish and Wildl{ife Service
Office 1n Albuquerque) New Mexico, that Dr. Archie Carr has recently
requested the Postal Service to issue a series of commerative stamps
featuring sea turtles. [ would Yike to Yend my endorsement and support
to this proposal, and also perhaps add a few thoughts that may not

have been covered in Dr. Carr's letter.

The fossil record indicates that sea turtles have survived {n essentially
their present form for the last 100 mi11ion years or so, while successfully
resisting the vicissitudes of climatic changes, geologic uplifts,
competition from other species, and the attacks of predators. In more
recent times, however, growth of the human population and modern

technology have had a sertous impact on the status of these animals.

The Kemp's ridley is an example of a highly vulnerable sea turtle that
appeared relatively abundant 30 years ago, but now borders on the verge
of extinction. The adults are restricted to the Gulf of Mexico, although
irmatures are found along the Atlantic coast as far north as Massachusetts.
The only known nesting area for this species 1s a short stretch of remote
beach on the east coast of Mexico. A 1947 film shows what appears to

be the entire breeding population, estimated at 40,000 females, swarming
ashore in one massive group to nest. Today the number of breeding
females is estimated to be no more than 400 to 500, Overharvesting of
both eggs and adults for use as food, and the skin for leather, has been
a major factor in their decline.

Not all species of sea turtles have declined so precipitously as the
Kemp's ridley, but this case does help {l1lustrate the plight of sea
turtles as a whole. All of the specias have been affected to varying
degrees by overexplotitation for food, sport, or various products, and
by the loss of historical nesting beaches. Many sea turtles are also
lost each year by drowning when inadvertently caught in fishing nets.
At present, six of the seven species of sea turtles are included on
the Federal list as either endangered or threatened.



To provide you with some idea as to the occurrence of sea turtles
along the Atlantic coast, the loggerhead {s by far the most common,
followed by the green, and then three rarely seen species, the
hawksbi11, leatherback and Kemp's ridley. The loggerhead nests

from North Carolina southward; the green turtle nests 1n limited
numbers along Florida's lower east coast; and there appears to be

a small population of leatherbacks that nests reqularly on Florida's
Hutchinson Island, Martin County. The hawksbi11l, a primarily tropical
species, seldom nests on the U.S. mainland.

Current conservation efforts include research into development of
fishing trawls which will exclude sea turtles, captive rearing to
provide hatchlings with a “head start”, attempts to establish new
nesting areas (Kemp's ridley in Texas), habitat and nest protection,
egg incubation under controlled conditions to prevent losses to
predators and other causes, programs to control raccoon predation
on National Wildlife Refuqges, and stepped-up law enforcement.

Although Federal, state and private organizations are working coopera-
tively to protect and restore sea turtles, recovery of these animals

to the point where they are no longer endangered or threatened {s

rot likely to occur for some time. Issuance of commerative stamps
featuring sea turtles would be a beneficial step toward recovery by
helping to focus public attention on them, as well as endangered species
in general. It would also be in keeping with the spirit of Section 2(c)
of the Endangered Species Act which states that: "It {s further declared
to be the policy of Congress that all Federal departments and 2gencies
shall seek to conserve endangered species and threatened species and
shall utilize their authority in furtherance of the purposes of this
Act.”

I hope that you will give Dr. Carr's proposal your serious consideration;
and 1f there is any way that our office can be of assistance in this
matter, please feel free to call on us.

Sincerely yours,

/8/ Crayion J. Lank{ard

Acting
Regional Director

cc: Regional Director, FWS, Albuquerque, New Mexico (SE)
Director, FWS, Washington, D.C. (OES)

TTURNIPSEED:rw  5/2/80




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Washington, DC 20235

F/SER64;CAO

Mr. William Bolgex
Postmaster General
Washington, DC 20260

Dear Mr. Bolger:

Recently I became aware of requests by Russell Train, World Wildlife
Fund, and Archie Carr, International Union for the Conservation of Nature
(ICUN), to you regarding commemorative stamps on marine turtles. The
species of turtles proposed were the green, loggerhead, hawksbill and
Kemp's (Atlantic) ridley.

I would like to strongly endorse the requests and offer the assistance
of the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) by providing fisheries
biologists knowledgeable about sea turtles that might facilitate accurate
depiction of the species.

We are very much interested in the proposed idea because of the joint
responsibility NMFS shares with the Fish and Wildlife Service to protect
and conserve sea turtles under the Endangered Species Act. Part of our
conservation efforts are devoted to informing the public about the status
of sea turtles because we believe public awareness of the need to protect
sea turtles will promote conservation.

The issuance of commemorative stamps featuring endangered and threatened
sea turtles will be an extremely valuable tool in promoting conservation
through public awareness.

Please contact me if we can provide any assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Terry L. Leitzell
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries




NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY

New York Zoological Park

New York Aquarium
Bronx Zoo
Bronx, New York 10460 Center for Field Biology and Conservation
Telephone: (212) 220-5100 Osborn Laboratories of Marine Sciences

May 12, 1980

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D.C. 20260

Dear Mr. Bolger:

It is my understanding that America's foremost marine turtle biologist,
Archie Carr, has proposed that your cammittee consider four species of
marine turtle as themes for a cammemorative stamp issue. Speaking

for the Zoological Park's Department of Herpetology, I would like to
offer our strong support for Dr. Carr's proposal.

No other group of reptile has benefited mankind more than marine turtles

- and it seems to me that the Postal Service has an excellent opportunity
- . . to contribute to the conservatlon effort to save. these endangered forms
+" -, from extinction.. .

I trust that you will closely examine the n'erits of the proposal before
you recamrend its approval to the Citizen's Stamp Advisory Committee.

Sincerely,

ohn L. Behler
Curator

Department of Herpetology

JIB:gb



‘) NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY

3
o New York Zoological Park

New York Aquarium
Bronx Zoo

Bronx, New York 10460 Center for Field Biology and Conservation
Telephone: (212) 220-5100 Osborn Laboratories of Marine Science

Office of the General Director

April 17, 1980

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D.C. 20260

Dear Mr. Bolger:

On behalf of the New York Zoological Society, I would
like to strongly endorse the proposal to produce an
endangered sea turtle conservation stamp issue, as
recently recommended to you by Dr. Archie Carr.

A stamp series on marine turtles would be a vital,
timely and appealing contribution to conservation.
With many years in the enterprise of presenting wild-
life to the public, I can assure you that widespread
public interest is essential to saving animal species.

The Postal Service is in a uhique position to help sea -
turtles, and I am very hopeful that you will be able
to join in this effort.

Sincerely,

William Conway




University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.O.Box 1346 e Coconut Island e Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

September 8, 1980

Mr. Sydney B. Corbett
Postmaster General
Hamilton 5-24 Bermuda

Dear Mr. Corbett:

I am writing to tell you how honored and pleased I was to receive your
beautiful First Day Covers.on Bermuda's wildlife. I was, of course,
particularly impressed with the.stamp displaying a young green turtle.
I have now seen several sea turtle stamps issued by other countries
and I can say with all sincerity that Bermuda's is surely the most
attractive,

Our proposal to have the U. S, Postal Service issue a sea turtle stamp
has received widespread endorsement both from the private sector and
from within government. Although a final decision will not be made for
a few more months, I am greatly encouraged by the progress thus far
achieved. On the international level, I am happy to report that my
letter writing activities have resulted in formal proposals for sea
turtle stamps being submitted in Papua New Guinea, Suriname, Tokelau
and Dominican Republic.

Thank you for the contribution your €ountry has made to conservation of
sea turtles.

S'pﬁerely,

/ Q 4
/ . %
/// GEORGE /H. BALAZS

/// Assistant Marine Biologist
GHB:ec

cc: David B. Wingate

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER






The Center for Action on Endangered Species

175 West Main Street \
Ayer, MA 01432 USA /; .

4 April 1980

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, DC 20260
Dear Sir:

We have heard of a proposal for a series of commemorative stamps
on sea turtles. We think this is a wonderful idea.

Commemorative stamps serve the excellent purpose of publicizing
their subjects. Sea turtles are in serious jeopardy, and their
conservation would be enhanced by the stamps.

We strongly support the issuance of stamps depicting sea turtles.

Sincerely,

Phoebe Wray
Executive Director









Charleston, South Carolina

May 15, 1980

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, DC 20260

Dear Mr. Bolger,

The recent proposal submitted to you by Archie Carr
concerning a set of commemorative stamps issue would be an
excellent mode of raising public interest in this unique
and endangered species. Many people are concerned about
these turtles, but it is hard to generate national public
interest because sea turtles do not occur throughout the
nation.

As the supervisor of the Caretta caretta research pro-
ject on Kiawah Island, I work with these animals directly
in an egg translocation project. Eggs are removed from
their natural nest and transplanted into an impoundment
area in order to keep land predator loss at a significant
minimum.

This project is funded annually by the property owners
of this resort barrier island located 20 miles south of
Charleston, South Carolina. As far as I know, it is the
only privately funded, federally permitted project on the
East Coast.

Much more information is needed on all five species.
I believe strongly that this stamp proposal has the potential
for greatly stimulating conservation and research of sea
turtles through this type of advertisement.

If I can be of further help in any way, please feel
free to contact me.

Sincerely,

e

Cheryl 'Poole, Supervisor
Loggerhead Sea Turtle Project, 1980.
CP:wjl

Kiawah Island Company, P.O. Box 12910, Charleston, South Carolina 29412
Telephone: (803) 559-5571



JOHN G. SHEDD AQUARIUM

1200 SOUTH LAKESHORE DRIVE CHICAGO iLLINOIS 60605
312-939-2426

WILLIAM P. BRAKER DIRECTOR

April 15, 1989

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D.C. 20260

Dear Mr. Bolger,

The Shedd Aquarium would like to request that your committee
cons {der four species of marine turtles to be presented for
cormemorative stamp issues., The four species of turtles would
include the green turtle, loggerhead, hawksb1ll and Kemp's Ridley
turtles. Increased public awareness of the endangered status of
these turtles may enhance their survival chances as well as
provide an attractive design for collectors {tems and postage
stamps.

Rour consideration of the recognitfon of marine turtles on
comnmemorative stamp issues would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

William P. Braker
Director

/nab



THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY

g

7101 WISCONSIN AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 611 XS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20014

PHONE: (301) 986-8700 =&

DR

RICHARD N. DENNEY
9 May 1980 . . . Executive Director

HARRY E. HODGDON
Field Director

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, DC 20260

Dear Mr. Bolger:

Reference the recent International Conference on Marine Turtle Conservation,
which was held at the U.S. Department of State the week of 25 November 1979,
The United Statesinvolvement and leadership in seeking to mobilize global
efforts for the conservation of marine turtles is imperative.

To further promote interest and the momentum initiated by the Conference, The
Wildlife Society is in strong support of the proposal previously submitted to
you for the issuance of a block of four commemorative stamps displaying four
unique sea turtles experiencing serious survival problems, all of which are
protected under the U.S. Endangered Species Act. These species are the green
turtle, the loggerhead, the hawksbill, and Kemp's ridley. Such commemoratives
will increase public awareness of the survival status and conservation efforts
on behalf of populations of these marine turtles.

We appreciate your interest and cooperation on this matter. If I can be of
any additiopal assistance, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Richard N. Denney
Executive Director

Tam



W47-215 Tuiu Street
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96T7hh
7 April 1980

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D.C. 20260

Dear Mr. Bolger:

I am writing, as an interested citizen, in support of Dr. Archie Carr's
proposal to issue a block of four commemorative stamps showing various species
of sea turtles,

Although I am a member of neither philatelic nor conservation societies, I
feel that this issue could provide both a beautiful and worthwhile addition to
the U. S. Commemorative Stamp Series.

As a resident of the State of Hawaii, I feel that sea turtles are an especially
important endangered group to portray because this state has the only sea

turtle population in the world which migrates totally within the territorial
waters of one nation. As such, we have the best chance to protect these animals
and any means of bringing them to public attention can only further that goal.

Please consider Dr. Carr's proposal'most seriously. Thank you for your
attention.

Sincerely,

Flizabeth Corbin
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April 10, 1980
Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D.C. 20260
Dear Mr. Bolger:

For 90 million years, turtles haye swum jn our oceans, and in the past 150
years, man has destroyed 95% of these. Public awareness would help to increase their
survival rate.

Everyone uses and sees stamps. If you could issue a commenorative stamp series
showing these turtles, it would be most appreciated; not only by me, but also by the
300+ members of our club. As you can see by ouf stationary, we do all we can to pro-

mote turtle awareness.

Very truly yours,’

Norine Rouse
Director

NR/kJ

4708 NORTH DIXIE HIGHWAY * WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 33407
PHONE: (305) 844-2466
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April 4, 1980

Mr. William Bolger
Postmacster General
Warchington, D.C. 20260

Dear Mr.o Polger:

We would like to support the proposal to issue a series of
stamps commemorating marine turtles,

As part of the International Union for the Canservation of
Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN)/Survival Service Conmission,
TREAFFIC (USA) receives each day many overseas letters with commemorative
stanps of wildlife plants and/or animals. The conservation community
feels the need to educate the public of the endangered status of
the world's wildlife; there is no better way of exhibiting the
rore and treasured wildlife of a country than by placing it on a
stamp.

'The plight of the sea turtle was discussed at the World Conference
on Sea Turtle Conservation last November hosted by the U.S. Department
of state. The sea turtle is, perhaps, the most valuable wildlife animal
in the world, Its commercial value is enormous and, as a result, all
marine turtles are now endangered either through trade, habitat
destruction, or collection of eggs.

Pour spocies of sea turtles are Jocated around 0,8, waters -
the Grren turtle (Chelonia mydas), Loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta),

Huwksbill turtle (kBretmochelys imbricata), and Kemp's ridley (Lepidochelys

kenpoii) - all are listed as endangered and/or threatened on the U.S.
Endangrred Species Act and listed as endangered in the IUCN Red Data Book

and o the Appendices of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Specics of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITFES).

1 ‘. v LI | - -
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Sppor !t a selies ol commeimorative stamps displayina the abuve species

of wea turtles.

Yours sincerely,
Ve » Vel

, . ~ Lol a2y ‘,..-
/ h’l(.[( "\”/,y “r
Nicole Duplaix
Director

thy/j1d

TUIRATTIC UG AL Trade ate e 2 FEe et T asa cnComren e s

3 WORLD WILDLUIFE FUND-U.S. ' mlonmatior o e pans o0 : BULTIN SRR AR T S &

@ funded by Sonis Akt ot



TES POSTI,
s %

» UNITED
Fl
®
£

* IDIAN¥IAS

*aeaan?

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC 20260

April 16, 1980

Ms. Nicole Duplaix

Director, Traffic (U.S.A.)
loUl Connecticut Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20009

Dear Ms. Duplaix:

Postmaster General William F. Bolger has asked me to respond
to your letter expressing support for the issuance of stamps
commemorating four species of marine turtles.

We receive many hundreds of suggestions for stamp subjects
each year, but only a few can be selected because of the
small number of stamps issued annually. The difficult
task of evaluating all the proposals is carried out by

the Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee, whose members

are appointed from outside the Postal service.

The proposal for the issuance of stamps compemorating marine
turtles 1s on the Committee's agenda for consideration. We
will add your endorsement to the file prepared in support

ot these stamps.,

We appreciate your interest in this matter.
Sincerely,

i

* Gordon C. Morison
Assistant Postmaster General
Customer Services Department



Bepartment of Natural Resources

COASTAL RESOURCES DIVISION
1200 GLYNN AVENUE
BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 31520
(912) 264-7218

Joe B. Tanner

COMMISSIONER

Robert J. Reimold

DIRECTOR

7 May 1980

George H. Balazs

University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Mr. Balazs:

Enclosed is a copy of my correspondence with William Bolger. I hope
this is sufficient, however, if it is not, please let me know. Meanwhile,
I'11 notify any concerned persons I may know that the effort is being made
and that their help would be appreciated.

Once again, please let me know if T can be of further assistance.

Sincerely, L
/“:,.’ /, o /« o
v/ o //’
//f Sy ,/‘ q i . //,_\ -
IO e - N [P SR T RN )

Charles F. Cowman, Jr.
Endangered Species Coordinator
Coastal Resources Division

CFC/1b
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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77843
713-845-6131

April 16, 1980

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D.C. 20260

Dear Mr. Bolger:

It has come to my attention that the IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Group has
suggested to you the issuance of a block of four sea turtle commemorative
stamps,

This is an outstanding idealwith very appropriate timing. Because of the
particularly precarious status of these formerly abundant reptiles, we are
very concerned to increase public awareness of the situation., Here in
Texas marine turtles are now rarely seen, even though at one time there was
a commercial fishery. Texas does have the distinction of being a potential
second nesting site for the most endangered sea turtle, the Kemp's Ridley.,
Thus it 1s clear that Texans, gs well as all Americans have a lot at steke
when it comes to marine turtle conservation,

I would like to especially request that you support the suggestion of
providing the American public and their correspondents overseas with this
valuable form of education, Stamps with the mgrine turtle theme could be-
very tastefully prepared as these animals have considerable inherent
beauty.

I thank you very much for your consideration of this request by the IUCN/SSC
Marine Turtle Group.

Sincerely,

. v
! - \), y /’)

'// TN / e // -
«;£5(>(ﬂy<_;4/ /4¢_ (/AP
David W. Owens
Assistant Professor of Blology
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
475 L’Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC 20260

June 20, 1980

Mr. Leighton Taylor
Director, wWakiki Aquarium
2777 Kalakaua Avenue
Honolulu, Hawaii 96815

Dear Mr. Taylor:

Postmaster General William F. Bolger has asked me to respond

ATES POSTQ fov j

to your Mailgram expressing support for the issuance of stamps

commemorating four species of marine turtles.

We receive many hundreds of suggestions for stamp subjects
each year, but only a few can be selected because of the
small number of stamps issued annually. The difficult
task of evaluating all the proposals is carried out by

the Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee, whose members

are appointed from outside the Postal Service.

The proposal for the issuance of stamps commemorating marine
turtles is on the Committee's agenda for consideration. We
will add your endorsement to the file prepared in support
of these stamps.

We appreciate your interest in this matter.

Sincerely,

Gordon C., Morison
Assistant Postmaster General
Customer Services Department



Bepartment of Natural Resources

270 WASHINGTON S$T., S.w.
ATLANTA. GEORGIA 30334

(404) 656.3%00

Joe B. TWanner
COMMISSIONER June 4 ’ 1980

Mr. William Bolger = = “wu
Postmaster General
Washington, D. C. 20260

O i a7 R o

Dear Mr. Bolger:

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources endorses the
recent proposal made by Mr. George H. Balazs, Deputy Chairman
TUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Group, for the issuance of a block of
four commemorative stamps displaying sea turtles.

We believe issuance of these sea turtle stamps would be
a timely and commendable contribution to endangered species
conservation worldwide.

Further, we feel that postage stamps depnicting any bther
endangered and threatened wildlife would be interesting and
informative.

Sincerely,
JOE D. TANNER

JDT/rod

cc: Mr. George H. Balazs

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
WILLIAM P. CLEMENTS, JR. STATE CAPITOL

GOVERNOR AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711
May 29, 1980

Dr. David Owens

Assistant Professor of Biology
Department of Biology

Texas A&M University

College Station, Texas 77843

Dear Dr. Owens:

Thanks for your letter calling my attention to the proposed
issuance of commemorative stamps displaying sea turtles. I
have received the earlier letter from Mr. Balazs of the
University of Hawaii at Manoa.

I have your suggestion under consideration,

Sincerely yours,

N1ie1a$ P. Ciements, Jr,

WPCJdr:nsf
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2 June 1980

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D.C. 20260
Dear Mr. Bolger:

I would like to express my support of the proposal that four
ocommenorative stamps be issued with sea turtles as a theme.

I have been working closely with George H. Balazs, Assistant
Marine Biologist and Deputy Chairman IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Group,

on the feeding habits of the Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas) and

Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata) in Hawaii. The turtles are

quite selective in what they eat, secluded where they live and are
shy of humans. They are beautiful and delicate organisms of interest
to a wide cross-section of the American public. A set of commemora-
tive stamps would officially introduce these creatures to the public

and help us with efforts to prevent their extinction.

Sincerely yours,

) ) “—7 __/")
./‘/ R AT A S // / ,} 4h e G'/{ .
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/ 7
Dennis J. Rassell
Assistant fessor Biology




TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE
COUTGH STATION, TENAS 77843

Depastment Uf
YETERINARY PHYSIOLOGY AND PHARMACOLOGY June 9, 1930

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D.C. 20260
Dear Mr. Bolger:

I have been asked to submit written support of the proposition for
issuance of commemorative stamps displaying four species of endangered
sea turtles. I am in strong support of this proposal.

The research program in which I am personally involved concerns the
propagation of two of these species at this time--the green sea turtle
(Chelonia mydas) and the Kemp's Ridley (Lepidochelys kempi). (Please
see letter from Dr. Archie Carr, dated February 13, 1980)

I have developed a technique for semen collection in sea turtles using
electric stimulation and have used the semen obtained for artificial
inseminat-on.

These stamps, 1 feel, will serve a valuable function in ijaiing people
in the United States and those counliries receiving mail from the U.5.,
aware of these species and their endangered status. This will undoubt-
edly lend support to research involving propagation, genera! health
and maintenance of these species.

These species are an important part of sea 1ife and, if it were not
for man's interference, would still be seen in vast numbers tcday.

As you know, public awareness of such critical issues is often diftficult
to achieve without a great deal of money and time expenditures.
Unfortunately, this vital issue does not have a concerted strorn eoffort
to support these requirements due to lack of funds, time and scattered
locations of interested parties.

With these stamps, attention will be focused on four endangered
species for which there still may be some hope for maintaining self
sustainina populations thrcugh public awareness.

Issuance of these commemcrative stamps would be of great benefit

to the spcies, as well as a credit to the Postal Service for its



support of conservation of these species threatened with extinction
which are associated with our country. This is a unique opportunity

to bring attention to a threatened reptile, which frequents our

beaches and which may, without such attention, become another statistic
to add to the already long list of species which have disappeared by

man's hand.

Sincerely,
/)_ Vi /// //" y
oot (o /A

Carrol €. Platz, Jr.
Research Assistant Professor




5 May 1980

Mr. Willlam Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D.C, 20260

Dear Mr. Bolger:

| am writing to give my support to the proposal to feature sea turtles
in a United States commemorative stamp Issue. Not only are these colorful
and fascinating creatures to depict on a stamp, but such an action Is sure
to have positive repercussions In terms of conservation of these endangered
reptiles. | hope that you are able to glve the proposal a favorable review.

Enclosed is a clipping from the Endangered Specles Technical Bulletin,
March 1980 Vol.V, No. 3, page 10, pubiTshed by the Department of the
Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Endangered Speclies Program,
Washington, D.C.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Anne Meylan

3915 SW 20th Drive
Galnesville, Florida
32608









UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ros HAWAII VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK
4 b HAWAII 96718 )
N1415 May 20, 1980

Mr, William Bolger
Postmaster General
‘Washington, D,C, 20260

Mr, 301801‘8

An effort by écientists and conserv#tiohista is being mounted proposing
issuance of commemorative stamps displaying sea turtles,

I endorse this effort wholeheartedly, and would encourage you to
support it, Sea turtle populations worldwide are much depleted,

Comzemorative stamps similar to previously issued wildlife conservation
series would undoubtedly direct attention to sea turtles and would
stimulate conservation and research of these increasingly rare and
precious animals,

Thank you for your consideration.
Yours sincerely,

O oy o

Dan Taylor
Chief, Divsion of Resource Management

George H, Balazs, Assistant Marine Biologist, U.H. Manoa, Hawaii

Institute of Marine Biology, P.0. Box 1346, Coconut Island,
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744






21 May 1980

Mr, william Eolger
Fostmaster GCoeneral
Wavhington, BC  202¢0

Dear Xr. Bolger:

I am writing to endorse tne proposal already submitted to you
by Dr. irchie Carr for issuance of & block of four comnemorstive
stampe displaying ses turtles, For many years I have been doing
bilological studies on turtles, and during that time their abun-
dance has decressed. last year I attended the Sez Turtle Cym=
posium at our Department of ltete and later a seriss of sessions
on their biology at the annuzl meeting of the American Socliety
of Zoologists in Taupa, FlL,

The endangered status of all four species that breed along the
coasts of the United States makes it iwuperative that the public
be aware of that fact. Cther naticns of both the developed and
davelopring repions ol the world have perlrayed theilr species,
Since same species of marine turtles are known to migrste long
distances, even into Lhe colder waters of the Nerth Temperate
7one ard lower fArctle raglons, it woild be well to publicige
them. In that wey people can become interested both in their
conservation znd elso in rescazrch concerning their life
histories,

Thark you for your consideration of this matter,

Sincerely yours,

warie T, Dimond
Profeesor of Biology


























































































































































DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

MAILING ADDRESS:

Daniel Whiting
Commanding Officer
USCG LORSTA KURE
JFPO SAN FRANCISCO
CALIFORNIA, 96619

20 MAY 1980

Mr. William Bolger
Postmaster General
Washington, D.C. 20260

Dear Mr. Postmaster General:

I wish to express my support of the proposal that four
species of marine turtles that exist in the waters of

the United States he approved as themes for a commemorative
stamp issue.

Presently I am the Commanding Officer of the U.3. Coast Guard
LORAN-C Station on KURE ISLAND, Hawaii. Three of the four
turtles considered for the commemorative stomp issue exist

at KURE ATOLL and are being studied in conjunction with the
University of Hawaii.

I already receive a large volume of cancellation and cachet
requests from philately enthusiasts and feel that the connection
between KURE ATOLL and a marine turtle commemorative stamp

issue would btoth ipgcrease public awareness of marine turtles

and generate a certain degree of philatately interest.

Marine turtles are rare and beautiful animals and should
provide interesting and aesthetic subjects for a series of
commemorative stamps.

Love and Peace,

Daniel Whiting
















































