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Foreword

In beautiful China, there are nearly 3 million square
kilometers of water, including vast seas and
numerous rivers. These waters have not only
cradled Chinese civilization, but provided valuable
homes for diverse types of aquatic wildlife. A large
number of rare aquatic animals such as the Chinese
sturgeon, the Yangtze finless porpoise, and the
Chinese white dolphin have been living and
reproducing in China's rivers, lakes and seas since
ancient times.

Since the beginning of the last century, aquatic
wildlife and their habitats have been threatened by
environmental changes and human activities, and
some species have been brought to the edge of
extinction. ;

In order to maintain biodiversity and build an
aquatic ecological civilization, China has carried out
various forms of conservation measures. After years
of continuous efforts, the population of many
endangered species has been restored and
gradually thrived.

The beautiful homeland with sky blue
and clean water is the ¢
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commercial  harvest of
Chinese sturgeon in 1983,
and it was listed as Grade 1
National Key Protected
Species in 1988 and listed
inCITE II in 1997.

The Chinese sturgeon
research institute was
established in 1982, and
has become China’s first
rare fish research insti-

tutes whose establishment
was triggered by large
water engineering and con-
struction projects. In 1996,
the Hubei and Yichang Yangtze
River Chinese Sturgeon Provin-
cial Nature Reserve was designated
for the protection of Chinese sturgeon’s
spawning ground and spawning stock
under the Gezhou Dam. In 2002, to protect

(RIEBRBTRNTR (2015—203048) ) . Hehiets Jjuvenile fish and feeding grounds in the Yangtze River
RN THEIREE A, 201648, chibsS{RiMa BIEE B A<y | month, the Shanghai City Yangtze River Chinese Sturgeon
W& R B EES S D e T4 Nature Reserve were established. In 2009, the researchers made

g - - : a breakthrough in the artificial breeding techniques for Chinese
sturgeon, providing a basis for conserving and rebuilding its

hinese sturgeon is one type of large anadromous fish. It's s?ocks, So far, a total of 6 million Chiness.: sturgeons of different
C largely dispersed over the main streams of the middle and lower sizes have been_prqpagat‘ed anld released into the Yangtze River.
Yangtze River and in the waters over continental shelves of In 2005, the Ministry of Agriculture issued a Chinese sturgeon
southeastern China. It migrates more than 2,800 km up the Yangtze. rescue action plan (2015-2030) for guiding future conservation

Due to increased water pollution and human extraction activities, won !{"II] 20]6{ the (,Thlmese bturgegn Cor‘lservz?twn Alliance s
such as overfishing and damming in the late 20th century, the popu- established to foster joint conservation efforts from all sectors of

lation of finless porpoise has declined drastically. China banned society.
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he Drbry’s sturgeon, also called Yangtze
sturgeon, is endemic to the upper Yangtze River.
It's a freshwater fish, and mainly inhabits the lower
Jinsha River and the main stream and branches of
the middle and upper Yangtze River.
After the 1980s, due to anthropogenic activi-
ties such as hydro-engineering and construc-
tion, overfishing and waterway improvement
works, the natural population declined drasti-
cally, rending the species critically endan-
gered. Starting from 1988, the Chinese
government banned commercial harvest of
Yangtze Sturgeon and listed it as Grade 1
National Key Protected Species.
In 2000, in order to protect the key habitats
for the Yangtze Sturgeon such as spawning
grounds and feeding grounds, the Ministry of
Agriculture established Hejlang to Leibo Rare
Fish Species National Nature Reserve, which was
later changed to the Upper Yangtze River Rare
and Endemic Fish Species National Nature Reserve
in 2015, covering major distribution areas of its
natural population. Since 2007, stock enhancement and
Juvenile release have been carried out in the upper and
middle Yangtze river. By the end of 2017, it was estimated
that a total of 50,000 Yangtze Sturgeons of one year old had
been released, supplementing wild stocks effectively. In 2018,
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA)
developed and issued the Yangtze Sturgeon Rescue Action Plan
(2018-2085). In the same year, the artificial breeding of a third
generation of Yangtze Sturgeon achieved success, laying the
foundation for further conservation.
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he Yangtze Finless Porpoise is a subspecies of narrow-ridged fin-
T less porpoise. Its distribution is now almost completely restricted
to the main river channels of the middle-lower Yangtze River and ap-
pended Dongting Lake and Poyang Lake. It depends on solar to commu-
nicate with the outside world.

‘With increased human activities in Yangtze River basin (water pollu-
tion, shipping, water engineering and construction, sand mining, illegal
fishing and overfishing), the population of finless porpoise has declined
drastically in the past 40 years, and the species is considered critically en-
dangered. It has been listed as Grade 2 National Key Protected Species
since 1988, In 2014, the Ministry of Agriculture requested that it should
be protected and managed with the same standard of Grade 1 protected

species.
China adopts a combination of in situ protection, ex
situ conservation and artificial breeding to carry
out conservation work on the Yangtze Fin-
less Porpoise. In 1987, the Chinese gov-
ernment established the first Yangtze
River Dolphin Nature Reserve.

Subsequently, 8 in situ dolphin
reserves and 3 ex site reserves

were successively established.
In 2005, world's first finless
porpoise bred in captivity

was born in Wuhan. In
20186, the Ministry of
Agriculture issued and
implemented the Yang-
tze Finless Porpoise
Rescue Action Plan
(2016-2025), and es-
tablished Yangtze fin-
less porpoise conserva-
tion alliance comprised
of fishery department,
law enforcement authori-
ties, nature reserve admin-
istrative departments, aca-
demics and research insti-
tutes, international and local
NGOs and enterprises. Public
Awareness promotion and educa-
tion activities were vigorously carried
out. Scientific population survey for the
Yangtze Finless Porpoise was carried out in
2017, laying the foundation for further science-
based conservation.
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tected Species in 1988, and it has been on the agenda to
be promoted to Grade 1.

In order to strength the protection of sea turtles,
China established the South China Sea Sea
Turtle Resources Breeding and Protection

Station in 1985. In the same year, the first sea

B IFERk

HIERR, 25 K IE R turtle nature reserve was established in
g, £E Huidong of Guangdong province, which
DAERFEE, K was promoted to a national nature re-
25 AN ED B e serve in 1992. Sea turtle protection sta-
i, EHRERE tions were also established in 2012 sub-
BESH, £8 sequently in Beidao Island, Jingin Island
FH2R6F, Op and Guanquan Island of Sansha City of
BHEBESTWAES Hainan Province. The management of
5. these reserves and protection stations

20t S, are constantly improved to provide
BT ARFEEEIR better protection and create a safe envi-
BRI, & ronment for sea turtle nesting and growth.
@B ATMBSLAR China has also organized the surveys of sea
Ga/h, BEARFERM turtle resources and habitats, and has made
WEIN B B £ B breakthroughs on artificial breeding tech-

FhEPFRBE ZH 429 (CITES) g - e K”-k L niques. On the other hand, the sea turtle shelter
Bz |, 19884, REERF . _ S nd f ,‘( s and rescue network is in constant expansion, and
HWErAE D ERESS T HE S 7 B - international and cross-departmental cooperation on
HERZGESRPFLETY, law enforcement has been strengthened. For example, the

T— M FF R — T SR E et - international law enforcement operation called Operation
£ =hi, Cobra 8 in 2015 cracked down on illegal poaching of sea

FANMEREEMRIN, 198558, rh[E A e iE R B e turtles. In 2018, fishery department, the Customs, the Admin-
fRiPE, FIE, FIrEERRYBE—MESERAREPR . 3HTF istration for Industry and Commerce and the Coast Guard
1992 HP N ERE B RFIFE, 201248, sESEEFE=I formed a joint team for a special lJaw enforcement operation
WEZILEE, EUE. HREE0EIPY, REEFTRPRE cracking down on the destruction of sea turtle resources. The
RAPUEAEFKTE, ABE~0, ARKESZSHTE, HY China Sea Turtle Conservation Alliance (CSTCA) was estab-
FREAWEREMEIAZ. K, FRESse A\ TES lished in 2018, during which a group of rehabilitated sea
HANAFRERHEMEHE, TS EQlE . ML, turtles were released and over 6000 confiscated wildlife prod-
AEEEERE], ZR(IEMESIE, 20164 REE=S455) H ucts decimated. At present, Chinese government is developing
8, JFEFTthaiEEdiEEfqiTeh, 2018& @, %, TH. a Sea Turtle Conservation Action Plan.

BEE MRS TR HBINS S RIRE AT A T THEST
31, 20184, RERSRPEEM, BERPHE—H TR
BEGE, HBO000R TR A KEBT LY., BFT, &
EBUF EERBE ISR RPTEITR,

T he existing species of sea turtles are highly migratory marine reptiles that
can be found in Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Ocean. A total of 5 species
from two families can be found in China's coastal waters, and nest mainly in the
South China Sea.

Due to anthropogenic activities and environmental degradation in the late 20th
century, the natural population of sea turtles has decreased significantly. All spe-
cies of sea turtle are now listed in CITES Appendix I. The Chinese government
had additionally listed all sea turtles in the list of Grade 2 National Key Pro-
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potted Seals occurs in the waters of the North and West Pa-

cific Ocean and adjacent areas and islands. In China they are

mainly found in the Bohai Sea and Yellow Sea, and occasion-
ally in East China Sea and South China Sea. It is the only pinni-
ped species that breed in China.

Because of the deterioration of the surrounding ecology by
human disturbance and activity, the population of spotted seas in
China has remained low for a long time. It is listed as Grade 2
National Key Protected Species.

To strengthen the protection of Spotted Seals, the Chinese gov-
ernment has established the Dalian Spotted Seal National Nature
Reserve, Miaodao Islands spotted Seal Provincial Nature Re-
serve and Liaoning Shuangtai Estuary National Nature Reserve;

the protected waters exceed 1.56 million hectares. Additionally,
the government has actively organized spotted seal rescue and
release. So far, more than 200 seals have been rescued or rehabili-
tated, and over 150 of the seized or rescued spotted Seals have
been released. The government also actively carries out Spotted
Seal population and habitat surveys, which have led to a prelimi-
nary understanding of population distribution, population
change, migration routes, etc. Captive breeding has additionally
achieved success after devoted scientific research from tagging
and tracking. In 2017, the Ministry of Agriculture formulated
and issued the Spotted Seal Rescue Action Plan (2017-2026) to
clarify the guiding ideology, basic principles, and objectives of
spotted seal protection. In 2018, the Spotted Seal Conservation
Alliance was established to facilitate a multi-stakeholder partner-
ship in conservation.
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he Chinese White Dolphin is a small-sized dolphin that

inhabits the shallow coastal waters of the west Pacific and

the east Indian Oceans. In China, they are most commonly found

in estuaries south of the Yangtze River, including Fujian,

Guangdong, Hainan, Guangxi, Hong Kong and Macao. The es-
timated population size is about 3500-5000 individuals.

With the rapid development of China’s marine economy, land

I:I:' 4 II:_I ﬁ% reclamation for coastal development continues to escalate. The
Aﬁ survival of the Chinese White Dolphin is under enormous pres-
Sousa chinensis sure as it Joses more and more of its habitat, contributing to

population decline. It was listed as a Grade 1 National Key
Protected Species in China in 1988 and listed in the
Convention on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) Appendix I in 1991.
Since 1997, the Chinese government
has established 7 Chinese White Dol-
phin Nature Reserves. The govern-

PEEBREEFEAER
RFFFRENE R %
KR B — 2R/ BY ¥ I
A=y EPEEES

IO RlsRasE ment has organized habitat moni-
Oig, SfEEE. toring and systematic population
I'#, ﬁﬁi f' [i] surveys for the Chinese White
B FEE ?ﬂi Bk Dolphin, and has built data ar-
s, FENE chives to continuously grasp
£3753500-5000 its population dynamics and
*. the ecological environment.
_ BERESE In 2011, the “Guangdong
HEFAIRER Chinese White Dolphin Con-
R, BEFEFRN servation Action Plan (2012-
FERMTNAR, E 2016)" was put into imple-
s T2 mentation. In 2014, a regional
%z, FHEEK Chinese White Dolphin Con-
i /Eiﬂ’;f; BT 4E/ servation Alliance was estab-
TR E AR lished, together with a prelimi-
. TR EE R IIfR LA nary joint action mechanism. In
Hesk. 1983\@, FhE 2016, the government commenced
BEEREIAFEER the research on the Chinese White
—RESRIPEERY.

Dolphin's artificial breeding and re-
lated conservation technologies. In 2017,
the China White Dolphin Conservation
Action Plan (2017-2026), a unified national plan
for the conservation of Chinese white dolphin, was
developed and issued. In the same year, the National Chi-
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T RE E BROERELN. REgFEE, nese White Dolphin Conservation Alliance was established and
B 7B =, NHTEBRESBHEMELER AR the “Chinese White Dolphin Day” was set upto further improve
M ASIBRSL: 20115, AR (TRPEABRR the joint conservation mechanism for Chinese white dolphin.
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