


“Show Turtles Aloha”  

Campaign Objective 

 To enhance public appreciation of the 

recovering Hawaiian green turtle 

population through respectful viewing that 

imparts the Spirit of Aloha to both turtles 

and people. 



WHAT MAKES  

LANIAKEA SPECIAL 

World famous surfing site 

Panoramic view of the ocean 

Easy access from Kamehameha Hwy 

Sandy-bottom swimming cove 

Sea turtles basking and foraging 
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THE LANIAKEA SEA TURTLE APPEAL 

Love - Curiosity - Culture 

 See and take pictures of turtles in the wild 

 Symbol of long life and good luck 

 ‘Aumākua protective family spirit for some 

Hawaiian families 

 Food as sustenance and source of cultural 

identity for some Hawaiians 
 

A showcase for sea turtle restoration 

unlike any other worldwide 
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RESEARCH ELEMENTS 
Basking 

Foraging 

Diving profiles 

Residency- site fixity 

Breeding migrations 

Growth rates 

Fibropapilloma tumors 

Fishing interactions 

Remote camera imaging 
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OUTREACH ELEMENTS 
Founded upon NOAA Policy Guidelines  

for Respectful Wildlife Viewing 

Web site 

On-site 

Statewide 
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GOALS OF THE  

“SHOW TURTLES ALOHA” 

CAMPAIGN 

 

Past - Present - Future 



PAST GOAL 

  Significantly reduce feeding, 

touching, crowding and 

teasing –  

Achieved 



PRESENT GOAL 

  Maintain an atmosphere of 

respectful viewing for both 

turtles and people – 

Taking place 



OUTREACH AUDIENCE 

Hawaii residents 

Tourists 

Tour group companies 

Native Hawaiians 
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ON-SITE TECHNIQUES AND TOOLS 
*Sensitive to North Shore community concerns* 

Presence and visibility of volunteers  

and noaa staff to walk and talk in the 

friendly role of “Honu Guardians” 

Signage: semi-permanent, portable 

and mainly ocean-facing 

Handouts- English and Japanese for 

kids and adults 
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REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD NOT: 

Feed 

Tease 

Touch or handle  

Crowd 

Chase 

Perception vs. Reality 
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COMMON MISUNDERSTANDINGS 

Turtles emerging to bask 

“Sand castles” – sand flipping 

Swimming in the shallows 

Raising your head to breathe 

Parading 

Turtles are bothered by the 

presence of people 
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WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS 

FOR “Show Turtles Aloha”  

AT LANIAKEA 
Build upon volunteers 

Self-regulating positive peer pressure 

Additional language handouts 

Creative transportable signage 

Native Hawaiian organizations 

Conceive, test and fine tune 

Shifting baselines of concern 
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Laniakea 



































1032 favorable/non-negative/neutral 
47 primarily negative 







www.turtles.org/Laniakea 

Volunteer Here: 
















