




































 
SHOW TURTLES ALOHA 

SHOW TURTLES ALOHA. PLEASE DO NOT FEED, HANDLE, CROWD OR TEASE. 
 

Did You Know??? 
HONU 

The Hawaiian Green Sea Turtle: 
 
                                                                        

 

 is protected as a Threatened Species under the U.S. Endangered Species Act and wildlife laws of the                

State of Hawaii.  Please treat them with respect and do not feed, touch, crowd or tease them. 

 can reach a shell length of 40" and weigh up to 400 pounds  

 lives to be an estimated 60-70 years old 

 can swim in short bursts up to 20 mph 

 feeds primarily on seaweed and sea grass  

 has no teeth, but has a serrated jaw that can inflict a serious bite 

 can eat and swallow only while under water 

 has excellent underwater vision 

 can hear low frequency sounds but has no external openings to the ears 

 has countershaded coloration, dark on top and light on the bottom, providing some camouflage in the ocean 

 has thick tears that rid its body of excess salt and help to clean its eyes 

 is not green on the outside but gets its name from the color of the internal body fat 

 has thin plates of keratin forming the outer layer of the shell while underneath are bones, cartilage and tissue 

giving the shell its strength 

 is mainly preyed upon by large tiger sharks 

 is sexually mature at 25-35 years of age.   

 when mature, the male can be distinguished from the female by its much longer and thicker tail 

 crawls ashore to warm its body (to bask), usually for several hours 

 returns to nest and reproduce at the same general area where it was born 

 migrates over 1000 miles roundtrip from Laniakea to French Frigate Shoals in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands to 

mate and nest 

 does not nest at Laniakea Beach 

 

Additionally... Did you know... Here at Laniakea... 
 

 18 basking green turtles have been harmlessly identified using Passive Integrated Transponder (PIT) tags in their 

hind flippers for research purposes similar to PIT tags used by veterinarians for cats and dogs. The turtles are 

numbered L-1 through L-18 and some have been given personalized names by local residents                          

(i.e., L-1 is called “Brutus”).      

 4 turtles have been harmlessly equipped with Time/Depth Recorders   

 the turtles can be found year round feeding on seaweed and basking ashore when the surf is not high 

 most of the turtles are at least 20 years old 

 the turtles most likely come to Laniakea because of the abundance of natural food and the safety of the cove 

 the turtles have been basking ashore on this beach since the year 1999 and they are not normally afraid of people.   

Please treat them with respect and do not feed, touch, crowd or tease. 

 basking most often takes place in the afternoon 

        

Marine Turtle Research Program 
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PLEASE Do NOT Feed the Turtles

Feeding Causes Turtles 

to be Aggressive and 

Bite Other People 

Including Children

















































L1 I need my sleep.
Please stay away 6 feet.

L2 I need my sleep.
Please stay away 6 feet.

L1 私はお昼寝中です。
どう ぞ2メ ート ル離れていて下さい。

L2 私はお昼寝中です。
どう ぞ2メ ート ル離れていて下さい。























 
 

 

PLEASE DO NOT FEED OR 
TOUCH THE TURTLES 

 

カメにエサを与えたり、                       
触ったりしないで下さい。 



 

PLEASE STAY BEHIND THE 

RED ROPE  

赤いロープの後ろに下がって下

さい。 

 



 

PLEASE DO NOT CHASE 

THE TURTLES.  

カメを追いかけないで下さい。 





DATE/DAY TIME/HOUR NOTES

No. basking Place on beach MT ID's

No. in 

ocean No. on beach No. in ocean

9/25/2003 

Thursday   

CBH 11:00am 1

slightly east of 

center of cove L2 1 ~30

No. of people increased from 10 

to 30+ in a few minutes… tour 

group. High tide ~2:35p, low 

tide ~7:57p (new moon).

10/3/03 

Friday      

CBH 2:30p 0 - - - 12 2

light rain; high tide ~10:19am, 

low tide ~5:07p

10/6/03 

Monday    

CBH 1:30p 1

slightly east of 

center of cove L2 - 8 3

orange flag posted in sand (high 

surf?); high tide ~12:49p, low 

tide ~6:32p

10/6/03 

Monday    

CBH 3:30p 1 " L2 - 21 8

orange flag still up, more people 

than earlier in the day, surfers 

entering/exiting water

10/8/2003 

Wednesday 

SKKM 6:39AM 0 - - 0 0 1

Partly cloudy, but sun starting 

to peek out from clouds. Very 

low tide, rocks on shore break 

exposed. Tracks seen leading 

to ocean. Man surfing. High tide 

~1:54p, low tide ~7:13p.

10/8/2003 

Wednesday 

BBM 1310 0 - - 0 11 0 Partly cloudy

10/8/2003 

Wednesday 

BBM 1439 1 middle of beach L2 0 17 3 Partly cloudy

10/8/03 

Wednesday 

CBH 3:30p 1

east of center of 

cove L2 1 16 4

Partly cloudy; 4 kids playing in 

water, one snorkeling; high tide 

~1pm

10/9/03  

Thursday  

SKKM 6:26a 0 - - 0 2 0

Partly cloudy. Sunrise just 

starting, still somewhat dark. 

High tide ~2:28a/2:22p, low tide 

~7:32p (full moon).

10/9/2003 

Thursday 

BBM 855 0 … … 0 5, 2 dogs 0

Sunny, rocks exposed at 

shoreline

10/09/03 

Thursday 

BBM 1301 0 … … 0 19 9 partly cloudy

10/9/2003  

Thursday   

SKKM 3:01p 0 - - 1 16 7

Very sunny. GHB & Joanne just 

finished removing TDR from L7. 

Captured 5 photos.

10/10/2003  

Friday  

SKKM 6:14a 0 - - 0 0 0

Clear sky. Still somewhat dark. 

Focus not as clear due to 

condensation. 3 tracks on 

beach, but unlikely turtle. High 

tide ~3:03am, low tide ~7:54p.

TURTLES PEOPLE 

CENSUS DATA FOR LANIAKEA






























