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Types/Causes 

of strandings  

in Hawaii  



Fibropapilloma 

(tumors) 









Fish hooks 





Fishing line 



Net entanglement 



Boat impact 





8/20/03 Alive 

Anaehoomalu Bay, HI 

Boat impact 



8/31/04 

Kapalua, Maui 

Shark attack 



Other unknown or 

miscellaneous causes 



Stuck in crack 





3/11/06 Found in net 

Kaneohe Bay (KMCBH-Kahekili Leap), Oahu 





Retrieval of stranded turtles  









Data obtained from strandings: 

 
Cause of mortality or injury 

Distribution and abundance of population 

Sex ratio 

Disease prevalence per location or area 
 

 



Necropsy of stranded turtles  

(found dead or euthanized)  



Samples collected: 

Forestomach contents for diet analysis  

Humeri bones for aging study 

Skin/blood for DNA analysis 

Tissue samples for FP virus studies 

Various others (leeches, parasites, etc.) 

 

 










