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Track lines for juvenile loggerhead turtle releases 

Central North Pacific releases 

Japan releases 



Schematic of the Kuroshio 

Extension Bifurcation region (A) 

AVISO altimetry for March 2003 

AVISO altimetry for September 

2003 



KECBR 



Loggerhead track over SSH and geostrophic currents for October 2003 (A), 

November 2003 (B), December 2003 (C), and January 2004 (D)  



summary 

 KECBR an important habitat for 

loggerheads 

 They use KEC in winter, spring, and fall 

and the TZCF in summer 

 They use cyclonic and anticyclonic eddies 

 They actively navigate this energetic area 

 Some turtles may use KECBR for their 

entire juvenile period 

 

 



summary 

 KECBR important international fishing 

ground – need to document and reduce 

threats to loggerheads in that region 

 Likely considerable interannual and 

decadal variation in productivity of KECBR 

and this could impact population aspects 

of loggerheads 




