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Tvur'rle“Recuperqﬁng
@ta %I‘cx Wai Harbor

samples of tumors removed from ~

‘.:,.:;,,,":_’ By Harry Whitten
g Star-Bulletin Writer

Green sea turtles don’t ardinarily
live in Ala Wai Boat Harbor, but one
is there now, a 250-pound female
feeling somewhat under the weather.

The: turtle's weakened condition
Hrave something to do with her
sion to reside in the harbor's
m~-waters, according to George
rfazs. a biologist who has studied
pea-turtles for years.
=_In addition, the harbor al times
das jellyfish that green turtles.find
aala'aclwe for food, Balazs said.

‘tAfter getting telephone calis from .

‘concerned boat owners and other
persons, Balazs swam underwater to
where the turtle had been leen
sleeping.

.He observed large tumors on the
baek portion of the turtle’s shell and

hind flippers and which he said may,
‘be therause of the turtle's weakened

conditjon.

The cause of such tumors on Ha-
waiiam green sea turtles is so far un-
knowpr, but their occurrence seems
to be on the increase. he said. In
some turtles, even young offes, the
tumors grow so extensively that the

eyes become covered over, he said.

During the past lfew years tissue

dead turtles found washed ashore
have been sent to a speclalist at the

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, *

D.C., but no conciusive explanation !

has been found yet. The analyses are
contmulng

Balazs found that the turtle at Ala
Wai Boat Harbor had on her front

flippers numbered identification tags |
that he had placed on her when he -
found her nesting at French Frigate -

Shoals, a unit of the Hawaiian ls-
lands National Wildlife Refuge. in
June 1978.

French F‘rlgate Shoals are about
500 miles northwest of Honolulu and
are the principal breeding site for
the Hawaiian green ua turtle

' .(Chelonia mydas).
Tagging studies show that adult |

green sea turtles regularly migrate

back and forth between French Fri- .

gate Shoals and numerous sites in
the Hawaiian chain of islands.

- Balazs said.
The public is asked not to disturb
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the turtle at the boat harbor, but to -

give her every opportunity to recov-
er from her ailment.

Sea turtles are protected under the
U.S. Endangered Species ‘Act and
wildlife laws of the state of Hawaii.
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What’s green'and sick |
and should be left alone?

By Barbara Hastings Balazs says, he diveq down to
Advertiver Scienee Writer investigate ang found the turtle
] ' " had several large tumors on the
If you see a big green sea turtle . pack of its shell and hing pers,
in the Ala‘Wai' Boat Harbor, leave Balazs jsn’t Positive, that thjg
her alone. She's sick and trying to . gjoi female turtle is the same one
recuperate. You can't help her. that's been spotted in the harbor
Besides, if you try, you could be for the past 18 months, but he
in line for stiff fines — green sea thinks so. Tt :
turtles are considered threatened .~ poy... Says tumors of the kind
and are protected by the federal found on the Ala waj harbor tur-
Endangered Species Act. You not g0 are increasing, but despite at-
¢ only can’t eat one, YOu can't take tempts by the Smithsonian Instj.
1 tustody of one — not even for the tution to find the cause, no concly.

highest humanitarian motives, sive results have been f, ,
And if the fines don’t frighten 9 , : Deen found :
Yyou, the Hawaiian green sea tur- Balazs has been doing green

tle also is currently being protect. turtle research for a number of
. ed by people who use  the boat' years, and part of that work has
harbor. Unless you've BOt some involved tagging turtles at the
credentials, they're reluctant to French Frigate Shoals, where the
tell you where to look for her, = sea creatures nest, so the migra-
says George Balazs, Hawaii Insti- tion patterns can be studied,
tute of Marine Biology green tur- The Ala Wai harbor turtle has
tle specialist. ) tags on its frong flippers that
~ The 250-pound turtje Was first = Balazs put there in June 1978,
spotted in the boat harbor a year He said the boat harbor is not
\and a half ago, Balazs says but, _an attractive place for 5 normally
he ‘never could find it until early’ healthy turtie, ang he thinks ghe's
(- August when “it wag right there, resting there because of her
‘ sleeping underwater." Then, weakened condition




