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Nestlng turtles to get

High-tech tools will let
isle scientists peer in
on wildlife at remote
reaches of the islands

By Diana Leone
dleone@starbulletin.com

Scientist George Balazs has

new high-tech tools to study
green Sea turtles in the North-.

western Hawaiian Islands —

two Eemqteiy operated wdeo :

the n’gﬂdle'iiifEast Island in the

tional Marine

‘Studied | green sea tur-

tles for 30 years.
His research has shown that
90 percent of the green sea tur-
tles in Haw. '__nest at French

als are an atoll
ili;_s ‘northwest of

The new cameras increase
scientific observation of tur-
tles to a daily basis from the 30
to 45 days a year that re-
searchers are able to visit.

“The potential for this and

its promise are absolutely

magnificent,” Balazs said. “It’s
cutting-edge, 21st-century
stuff that’s just-beginning to
see its day. I'm delighted we

can bring it to Hawaii.”

~Fornow. the data from the

-}'cameras is relayed to a U.S.
. Fish and Wildlife Service sta-

tio___ about six miles away at
Mounted on a 65-foot pole in

Tern lsland and researchers
f the

eras from his computer at the

-Pacific Islands Fisheries Sci-'

ence Center in Honolulu.
‘Ultimately, Balazs hopes

) : tha.t scientists, students and
er resolution, -~

educators will be able to turtle

watch via the Internet from’

anywhere in the world. .

But even before the satellite
uplink, students at the Hawaii
Preparatory Academy on the
Big Island will use data gath-

ered through the cameras for -

their ongoing Marine Turtle
Research Program, Marine sci-
ence teacher Marc Rice and
his students have served as re-
search assistants for Balazs on

p!

e Spring, Balazs hopes to
% “get a satellite lmk that will ‘en-

~ able him to control the cam:

French Frigate Shoals

he Kona Caast sinCe 1987.

"The cameras, which cost
bout $28,000 total were spe-
ially designed by SeeMore'

_Wildlife Systems Inc. of Homer,

“Alaska. They run off solar en-

" ergy and include features like
“mini-windshield washers to .

keep the cameéra lenses clean.
Sea turtles are not the only
possible study subject either.
Already scientists are looking
at-the movements of Hawaiian
monk seals on East Island.
There is talk of tracking
coastal erosion and of obsarv-
ing sharks and sea birds. -
“There’s a whole new world
available to us now,” said Don
Palawski, Fish and Wildlife Ser- -
vice refuge manager for the Pa-_
cific Remote Islands National
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taste of Big Brother

PHOTO COURTESY OF NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

The National Marlne Fisheries Service has lnsl_:alled two remote cameras on French Frigate
Shoals in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands to take dawn-to-dusk photos of nesting green sea
‘turtles. Members of the team involved in the research are, from left, Konrad Schaad and
Daniel Zatz of SeeMore Wildlife Systems; George Balazs, marine turtle research program
leader, National Marine Fisheries Serﬁce‘ and:Marc Rice, marine blology teacher at the
Hawail Preparatory Aeademy ;

Wildlife Refuge Complex. - 'islands that don’t have people but to use as an enforcement
“We could have remote on them. It would work not tool to make sure people don’t
~surveillance cameras at other only to look at wildlife there, come on the islands.”



