The Sea Turtle Stranding Research Network
in the Hawaiian Islands
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PIFSC MARINE TURTLE RESEARCH
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Focus of Investigations and Activities
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> Pacific Islands sea turtle biology, ecology and life history
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> Monitoring long term trends at nesting beaches and in foraging areas
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GREEN TURTLES NESTING AT EAST ISLAND
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> Simulation modeling of population dynamics for stock assessment
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> Fishery observer training for pelagic data collection
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> Research training and capacity building of Pacific
Islanders and Pacific Rim personnel

SRl SRV A LT ST

"
il 7% Yo
Tl
. WA Y
Ty i # Ly
EY s % ] ke
v q L% pF
). i
i )Q’i'
‘\\' 4 ;"“.
L IR
1 MM=mTe—n R



PIFSC MARINE TURTLE RESEARCH
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> Remote Viewing” for experimental turtle
monitoring using hi-tech cameras
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> Educational outreach using our research results
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> Pelagic ecology of Taiwanese and Japanese
loggerheads for bycatch reduction
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2002-2006 Satellite tracking of
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> Rescue and treatment

10 MidWeek November 16, 2004

By YU SHING TING

en a sick or injured
s N / sca tunte is retrieved by
the National Marine
Fisheries Service, they call Dr.
1t Moeis, aka the Turtle Doc.
Morris has been the only con-
wact veterinarian for the NMFS
turtle stranding response team for
overa decade, treating about 40
to 50 turtles a year.
“The most exciting cases are
e once that we caa felp o’

:nlanglem:nls. and we have to
do flipper amputations because
the line usually will get wrapped
around the flipper and cut thrcugh
the bone. But they do quite well
with three flippers. We also do
some shell repair, like when
they're hit by boats. And we had
to sometimes wirc the shell
together.

“The ones that are the most
frustrating are ones with fibropa-
pilloma tumers because those we
can't do as much. When lhc)

titioner and owner of Makai
Animal Clinic in Kailua for
years hefore sclling it last month.
He is retired from active pradtice,
but continues to do sea turtle work
at the clini

“The biggest difference

Dr: Robert Morris repaired this cracked shell and saved the turtle. The injury wos proba-

Dr. Robert Morris

The Turtle Doc Of

Dr. Robert Morris has saved hundreds
of injured sea turtles after they're hit
by hoats or tangled in fishing lines

between working on turtles and
on common pets like cats and
dogsis the fact that turtkes are rep-
tikes” says Morris, “Their metab-
olism is much slower. so it
takes them a very long time to
recover from the anesthesia.
And just the dosage of the med-
ication we use, it lsts a lot longer
in sea turtles than it docs in mam-
mals because they're cold-blood-

y different as far as their
reaction to medication and anes
thesia

Morris also takes care of the
turtles at Mauna Lani on the Big
Island. His past expericnce
includes assistant dircctor at the
Waikiki Aquarium. curator at
Marincland in Florida and cura-
tor at the New York Aquarium.

“Dr. Morris began doing sea
turtie veterinary work for our pro-
gram initiaily because he
expressed an interest in treating
seatutles.” says Cody Hooven,
a biological research technician
for the NMFS Marine Turtle
Research Program. “Eventually.
he gained experience treating the
animals. and now has more
experience with sea turtles than
any vet in the state of Hawail, and
is the only qualificd veterinari-
anto provide the best treatment

cesible.”

bly caused by a baat strike

leatherbacl
olive ridley,
gerhead,

and
Hawaiian
green sca tur-
tle. All are
i

Endangered
Species Act
and wildlife
laws of the

which means
that  they
can’t be har-
vested,

ont flippers

caught. or have any parts pos-
sessed
“Generally speaking their

cases we see are fibropapilloma
tumers, which is a virus caused
by herpes, and fishing line entan-
glement from nets. And 1 think
we get a lot of interaction
between the turtles and fishermen
and nets mainly because there’s
more turtles and there’s more fish-
e

isis on-call 24 howrs acly.

ys @ week, and treats any

jured sea turtle that is

retricved by the NMFS. Most of

the turtles are green sea turtles.
and mostly found on Oahu.

When a turtle is retricved

from a Neighbor Island. called

in by one of the NMFS’s col-

Photos counosy of Roten Woms

lahcrating sea turlle stranding
teams, it is immediately flown to
Qahu for treatment by Morris. But
there are also times when Morris
s flown to a Neighbor Island to
provide the treatment.

‘One interesting case happened
about two years ago when 1 flew
over to Kona because they had
aturtle with a hool

“Tt

tk, so they drove it to the airport.
I flew over and we went and
parked under a tree and did
surgery on the turtle. I took the
hook out and then they

turtle back and let it go. It was
a big tre; it weighad several
hundred pound

SEE PAGE 57
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> Health assessments including fioropapilloma disease
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> Stranding, salvage and necropsy research for long

term population dynamics data collection
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Marine Turtle Stranding Partners
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Concerned Public #t.< e #<

University of Hawall at Manoa Marine Option Program (UHM MOP)
5o L BTG R 5 A ko ik R B fe

Hawali Preparatory Academy

LR AR S

UH Hilo MOP
kR B e A Foeia 5 4R

Maui Community College MOP

S EAE R~ Bans 547

NOAA Sanctuary Kihei, Maui and Kauai
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State of Hawaii DLNR-DAR-DOCARE
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Flowchart
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ISLAND OF OAHU
PROTOCOL FOR SEA TURTLE STRANMDING RESPONSE BY THE MARINE OPTION PROGRAM
ONWEEKEMNDS, HOLIDAYS AND AFTER HOURS
Page or Phone Call From:
DOCARE OTHER AGENMNCY PRIVATE PERSOM

Sea Turtle Turtle is on a Frovide outer
Stranding Report Meighbor Island island strand #,
} phone 933-
l 5730

Turtle is Inappropriate to
on Oahu Respond

Phone
983-5730

I

--...__‘
bl Insufficient

Conduct Careful Fhone -

Interview with Primary IF?fDrmalclen to /

Reporter of Stranding espon

|

Respond to a Dead If night, Respond to a If night,
Turtle without Tags Defer to Dead Turtle with phone Respond to a
sunrise Tags GHB and Live Turtls

defer o
l. sunrise ].
Transport to and

put infto NMFS Impossible to Transport'to Makai
Freezers - Transport or Animal Clinic (MAC).
Measure and 1D Load Phone Dr. Maorris

l Label L l

Measure, Photo, Mo S - Obtain Tags,
Record Tumors Fg.-e;;rge In Measure, Photo,
and Other Record Tumaors
Findings and Other
Findings

Impossible to
Transport or
Load

Wait at MAC 1.5
Hours if no Staff
is Present

Remowe Frozen L ]
Turtle and After 1.5 hours
and Supply Dead Replace with * Transport to

Animal Disposal Phaone GHB
Fhone Mumber New Turtle and 983.5730 mﬂfaﬁaﬂd Store

Mark with
Flagging Tape

G. Balazs cell: 286-2895
Fhone C. Hooven cell: 286-4377 Marine Turlle Rasearcn Frogram

9583-5730 S. Murakawa cell: 286-4359 P MOas Fenenes

Honolulu, HI 965332-32396
Pih: 963-5730 ar 383-5733
Mote: llegal activities involving sea turiles should be reported to DOCARE (S87-0077) Eae'x\.;s?n}?:g?mns
and'or MMFS Law Enforcement (S41-2727)
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Coastal Net Entanglement
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Fishing line entanglement
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Large tumor
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Meaning swift and valued runner,
the Kukin! in ancient times took nows
from one Hawaiian leader to another.

By Tech. Sat.
Andrew Leonhard

*5th Axi Viéng Putic Adars

2 1he womr v

aing 1
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T vom Larhe had lrge turvors on sech ays Mating L compiiety|
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The wxhrkoin

"They did 8 beau-
Voo tifal job.  They -

naticed samething
was wrong with the
tuithe, calfed us, wmd
kapt an ey on the
turtle from & short
distance while we
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Cody Heown and Richard Heron Siciogcsl Research Tochnicians tros B Vario Turte 3 d

Rosscrch @ o Nationsl Maring Fiahorkos Sorvice, pell a soanoed Geeon Soa Taro from the v v Tes SRR R T
2r nesr Kam Housing Do 28 " stianded €

Turtle trivia
Sgotled a stranded tunle or other marine life
0 Note what migit be wieng with i, and cdl the wie shanded
line at 935730 cn Oahu.
0 Fo other standed Marine Mammals in Hawaii call (838) 256-

0 Check the phone book for any other animals thal may strand
from 18 0cean ($aa Lite Park may 13ke eaa birds, 6lc.).

How can you help reduce the chance?

0 Enjoy 223 lurtles ffom a distance.

{1 Do not altemp! to disturd their natural behavior ar bolher them.

1 Take care and leam aboul the ocean in general, and haw 1o pre-
seve il £s ¥ resource s0 thal &, end all that i€ suppurts, remain
haalthy.

0 Discard fishing line properly, do nol threw into wates, -

Topsy Turtle

{Rigl ) Bichard Heren aind Cody Huoven, Blatugice Rescarch Technlcdans fr

Naticnal Mordne Fizheres Sersice, points oLt a few thinga to Hickam beach s

obowk the Green Sea Turtie That stranded Hoed Dec. 26, To ind out what hapgened with

the furth ses Page AL
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#eThe Honolulu Adver

TUESDAY | May 3, 2005

produce abundance
of everyday heroes

ISLAND LIFE | E1

Confronting
campus sit-in
UH president promises

to address protesters’
list of demands

HAWAL | B1

Time to halt
abuse of refs

Sports officials must
be protected

FERD LEWIS | D1

Second-string
homemaker

Hooking a man who
cooks better than you
like hitting the jackpot

ABOUT WOMEN | E1

|
|
|

HAWAI'I'S

NEWSPAPER

HONOLULUADVERTISER.COM

| Fishing barbs, line

removed from its
flipper and neck

BY JAN TENBRUGGENCATE
Advertiser Science Writer

A green sea turtle was re-
leased back into the ocean at
Hanauma Bay yesterday after
being brought ashore Sunday
with two fishing hooks in its
flesh and trailing a tangle of line.

One hook in the animal’s flip-
per was removed on the beach,
and a second hook in its neck
was surgically removed by vet-
erinarian Robert Morris of
Makai Animal Clinic in Kailua,
who concluded that the animal

TURTLE SAFETY

Some tips to prevent injury to
turtles. | A2

was healthy enough to be re-
turned to the sea.

Sea turtle hookings and en-
tanglements in fishing line are
increasing, especially on O‘ahu,
which has about 75 percent of
the known cases that occur in
Hawai'i, said George Balazs,
sea turtle biologist with the
NOAA Fisheries’ protected
species office.

“I think it's because there

Nl

0 cents on l
75 cents on Neighbor Is!

Back to the sea for hooked turtle Wai‘anae

applauds
girl’s
bravery

BY ROD OHIRA
Advertiser Staff Writer

WAI'ANAE — Pearl Bautista
said she clapped along with
dozens of others Saturday night
when police arrested her neigh-
bor’s 39-year-old brother in the
rape and kidnapping of an 8-year-
old girl in a vacant lot.

The crowd's reaction had noth-
ing to do with the arrest of
Yomeo Eieta at 8:31 p.m.

Bautista, coordinator of
Kau‘iokalani
housing’s
Neighborhood
Security
Watch, said the
community's
reaction was
for the little
girl.

Bautista said
police brought
the girl in a police SUV for a field
lineup. The girl picked out Eieta
as her attacker, according to a
court document.

“We were clapping for her be-

| cause it took a lot of courage and

bravery to do what she did,”
Bautista said.

Eieta, a native of Chuuk (Fed-
erated States of Micronesia) who
is unemployed, was charged yes-
terday with four counts of first-
degree sex assault, one count of
third-degree sex assault and kid-
napping. His bail totals $150,000.
Eieta was scheduled to appear
today at District Court.

Eieta has no criminal record
in Hawai'i, said police Detective
Phillip Lavarias, the lead inves-
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Summary of Important points £ 2% &
Details on turtle strandings have been collected in Hawaii since 1982
g = % p 1982 # AL b B A o 97 R cndp BE TS
97% of the strandings are green turtles

Flowcharts provide stranding protocols for responding // 7= #2.B]#& & 7 3 X ¥ 2 e
72 3% F

250-300 turtles strand each year // = & %250 % 300zF ;& s 37 &

30% of the turtles are alive // 30%¢i% & & 5 e

A clinical veterinarian, Dr. Bob Morris, treats the turtles

T/ B Bob Morris & (7 | i i» 4

A turtle pathologist, Dr. Thierry Work, conducts necropsy research

7 o I 8 R Thierry Work 2§ 5 227 3

Causes of strandings include tumor disease, fishing line and hooks, nets, boat
collision, shark attack, and miscellaneous.
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Number of Green Turtles

Green Turtle Strandings in the Hawaiian Islands 1982-2010
Marine Turtle Research Program , PSD
Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center, NOAA
(n=5621)

=@==Total Strandings 1982-2010%}%5@%@2%%%5@%%@%%
—aFatal TGRS YEIRES
=#=Non-fatal REEBEGEERE L EREZERREMHE
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