
  SEA  TURTLES 





Seven Species of Sea Turtles 

1. Green  (Chelonia mydas)  

2. Hawksbill  (Eretmochelys imbricata) 

3. Leatherback  (Dermochelys coriacea) 

4. Olive ridley  (Lepidochelys olivacea) 

5. Loggerhead  (Caretta caretta) 

6. Australian Flatback (Natator depressus) 

7. Kemps ridley  (Lepidochelys kempi) 



Dorsal Ventral 

Carapace 
Plastron 

•  Scutes are plates on carapace and plastron 
•  Scales are found on surfaces of flippers and head 

Sea Turtle Terminology 



GREEN 

• Named for the color of 

internal fat 

• Weighs up to 300 lbs   

• Feeds on algae and 

seaweed 

• Pacific nesting 

beaches in Hawaii, 

Australia, and various 

Pacific Islands 
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Pacific Green Turtle Atlantic Green Turtle 
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Comparison of Flipper Size 
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HAWKSBILL 

• Dark brown with 

overlapping scutes 

• Weighs up to 150 lbs 

• Pointed beak used for 

picking food such as 

sponges from coral 

• Pacific nesting beaches 

in Australia, Asia, 

Philippines, and Hawaii 





OLIVE RIDLEY 

• Grey in color and 

weighs up to 110 lbs  

• Has a relatively high 

carapace (shell) 

• Feeds on jellyfish and 

pelagic red crabs 

• Pacific nesting beaches 

in Mexico and Central 

America 





LOGGERHEAD 

• Reddish in color and 
weighs up to 300 lbs 

• Comparatively large 
head 

• Typically preys on 
benthic invertebrates 
such as cnidarians, 
cephalopods, and fish 

• Pacific nesting beaches 
in Japan and     
Australia 
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LEATHERBACK 

• Largest of all sea turtles 

• Weighs up to 2,000 lbs 

• Only soft-shelled turtle 

• Diet primarily consists 

of cnidarians, tunicates, 

and jellyfish 

• Pacific nesting beaches 

in China and Mexico 





    AUSTRALIAN FLATBACK 

 



             KEMPS RIDLEY 



Time to Maturity 

…probably takes longer to 

reach maturity now that the 

Hawaiian population is 

recovering and individual 

growth rates are declining 



Where Hawaii nesters come from 
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East Island, French Frigate Shoals 
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Threats to Sea Turtles 
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Monofilament Fishing Line 





Shark 

Attack 
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Fibropapillomatosis (FP) 
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Rescue of 

turtle stuck 

in a crack 



 

Release of turtle with 

surgically amputated 

front flipper 
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Turtle nets 
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MAHALO! 


