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y 'picked'“up at ether plaees, sald (aeorge_;
Balazs, a sea turtle specialist with the ;
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- !
ministration “who-recently- examined
s:some - of :‘the', smelly " flotsam. Balazs
found codium, a type of algae common
% in turtles’ diets. in the fecal matter.
el ke If he cis nght,. the, public hazards
o appear slight, -

Yy Hnndreds of pmt -sized pel]ets cons_ "¢ Roger Fujioka of the Univers:ty of
t.%tlnue to wash ashore at Kualoa Region-g; Hawaii Water Resource Research Cen-
F‘“ al Park, closed 'to swimmers, for the v “ter said the feces of sea turtles, which

, wf.are!vegetable-eating reptiles, contain
b gﬁittafl‘{'iﬁat‘ffﬁks hecgt:seﬁ f&ﬂoﬁﬁme +lower concentrations of bacteria than

: L  humans or warm-blooded animals. i
_ But while health ot‘ficxals havey t t0.3:% /“If it came from turtles, it’s of less !
“find out what the: material is, ! one; kignif:cance than if it came from hu-
! marine biologist thinks 'the-sea* has g‘mns or pigs,” Fujioka said. :
'_tl coughed. up -a harnl}ess collectjon“ of {#Meanwhile, however, mvestlgators
i uEtle droppings. . & —at:the state Department of Health are
1 » " “It certainly looks to me to be consis- - Jéeeping a ‘wary eye on the situation.

‘ten with the sea turtle pellets Vet elimmary studles turned up five

i} ‘rhmkthey ve solVed -
the**dropplggs mys’re
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>parasites in'the matemal one of which.
Zresembles a-parasite that causes amoe-- el

+ bie’ dysentery in humans: Dr; Robertza i é*“
i Desowitz,; who . specializes ‘in“:human: "’k R
parasitology at the. Unwermty of : Ha- 542
‘waii’s tropical' medicine branch, saysi.'
the parasite could also ) prove harmless.”
““It’s up-in the air,”- Desowitz said.:
'f “But if indeed* these are turtle drops™
Aplngs :the ‘parasites probably don’t.,
_.-_'constttute a s1gn1f1cant danger to hu- E R Gt . - T
“mans.”™ : !»‘T- =
¢ Health' OfflCla]S have heen monitor- »W'i ?‘:}? 3§ ' Dr. Robert Desow“z i
ing the debris at Kualoa since July 6, UH ff0pic{l| medicine branch- -
“collecting up to 400 pellets in a single e e s e e B
day. The beach between Kualoa Point =} £
‘and the old sugar mlll was closed Aug. ; pings were ' recently sent to a US. |
:;-'11 ww.Department of Agriculture laboratory e
o Eugene Akazawa of the water qual:- «..in Iowa for identification. il
i-'ty monitoring branch said bacterla*é" “It-could_be turtles, but we're not &
;counts in-the water have been.low. “g-closing th_e'case unnl we know for -
_.Nevertheless. samples of the drOp :;W Msure,"'--Aka ' il 2
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‘Wmdward Oahu* park.- "1t usually attacks onlyf*a human?host.:
: was’ *-‘non-human "and non-domesu Turtle germs'tend’to attack” turtles..
-_ said ‘Bruce Anderson, deputy health {There are excepuons; sAnclersc:'n .said, ’
i The signs warning of pbllqted “Water! ‘director. That,_means it's not: from: but ‘the ‘general rile’ is rthzéu; ‘these’
g are, still-upiat-Kual g Reégional’ Park,?«*cats dogs; pigs, cattle-or-horses. “The’; pathogens are host-specific”’ -\t hn
> 1but*a §iatﬁ aJth ficial says the fe-‘“data ‘point“to* mariné “animals; - tiirtles™ |

¥ ces" washing fﬁp,:»w ilei'unpleasant,” .are most likely,” he said. "
¥ “should""riét* Hold"'to0 &

1an health hazard.”* w- - TUses or bacteria in any’species preys..signs Aug. 11::; St fi¥aven fog g
Pestg done ‘by-aMainland daborato-+ only:.on  that «species, ~Andersor said b “It's stll uneloar- why -these ‘are ap-"
,,;".\{‘,,Qn the fecal contamination at the - That means if_AI._s,__a human bacteria, it pearing :now_and. were not’ report e d

v

i“The: fecal: matenal*'}mas been wash-,

Zing up’ at’ Kualea for,several . weeks, -
fauch“of" & higs? “Generally, any dlsease-causmgr vi-causing" the ‘state ito postwwarmng-
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: before “Anderson said. He said he. wondered why“the: sudden mz‘lux of
. talked with people long famil:a:ilrwnh;é! eces at.-_--Kpaloa. e
_the area and’ they‘couldn’t recall this e Sl
“type of contammg;xon before.. It might ' “Balazs said Kaneohe Bay is the | pre-
be a shift,in the migratory patterns of “ferred: habitat’ for many of the; turtles,
-the green;sea’ turtle, Anderson-said. '* but'a tumor-causing disease is spread--
i GeorgeyBalazs. a’green ‘sea turtie - .mg -amohg 'the "animals. Balazs: 'said
:speclahst Wwith ¢ the federal NOAA# its pOSSlbie I.hat the tumO!‘S, Causmg
Fisheries, said last.month he was fair-;: obstructed 'vision and swimming abili-.
ly certain the feces were from: turtles: - ties, are- causmg -a change mwm:gra-
At. the ume, Balazs S{nd he' '-;oo, non pau.erns Pt




