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DISEASES OF SEA 
TURTLES IN HAWAII
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Nesting turtles at FFS



WHERE DO THEY STRAND?
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Green turtles N=1018











Marine turtle fibropapillomatosis
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Marine turtle fibropapillomatosis
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TUMOR LOCATIONS 
(External) 92% eyes

80% Mouth

(41% Glottis-Hawaii)

11% Seams/scutes
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QUANTIFYING SEVERITY OF INFECTION

SPLEEN
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Marine turtle FP immunology
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Marine turtle FP transmissible
Herbst et al., 1995, 1996



Molecular biology
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Virus cultureNot possible now



Variants
A

B

Turtles get virus after recruitment

Ene et al. (2005) J Wildl Dis 41:489-497
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Prevalence FP Molokai
Percent FP stranding statewide
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