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About Dalongdong Bao-An Temple

(¢
Temple. Legend has it that in 1742 (year 7 of Chienlung period), some carly
Daronpon settlers returned to their Tong-an County motherland i Chuan-chon
Prefecture, begged at Bai-jiao Tzu-ji Temple for shares of the spivitual
incense, and then brought them over to be enshrined in Tarwan, The twimplh
was named "bac-an", which contains the sense of "protecting Tong an folks"

Due to small population and scarce resources at the e, worshipper
only build a rather shabby wooden structure, Construction wis
(the 20™ year of Chienlung) and completed i 1760 (the
Chienlung).

L OGN
2 Back in the Ching dynasty, Bao-An Temple wis
known as one of the three major temples i

B

Bao-An Temple is located at Daronpon

< (today's Dalongdong). Also called Daronpon
Temple or Da-Tao-Gon Temple, Bao-An Te |n|~l.

is designated as a Class 11 national heritape

Taipei, with the other two being Mang:pa's

’Longsh.lll Temple and Ching-shur Master

VA yenr of

s conld
sel out i 155

According to Cultural Annals of Taiwan, in TROS (year 10 of Clhiachin

period) neighborhood Tong-an gentries tmsed Tunds for the reconstiuction ol

was traditional Chinese medicine. At the
age of 17, he was taken by some genius
to visit the Queen Mother of West. The
latter taught him how to exorcise evil
spirits. At the age of 24, he passed the
provincial examination, and then served
as a controlling inspector. He later on
resigned to retirement; first at Mt. Da-
yen near Cheng township of Zhang-
chou, and then back to his Bai-jiao
homeland. He would talk about the
classics on an offshore island, spread the
spiritual teachings and blessings, as well
as making pills that can cure a world of
people. A lifelong vegetarian, unmarried
and as a medical Doctor, he had saved
countless lives. On the 2nd day of the
fifth lunar month in 1036 (year 3 of
Ching-you period of Song Ren-zong
reign), as he had attained the perfect

- A?!’%_'

Great Tao Immortal. In year 17 of Ming
Cheng-zu's Yong-le reign, Empress Wen
suffered from breast ailment; no court
doctors had found any cure. Dadi came
to the rescue as a Daoist priest. He felt
the empress's pulse through a red silk
string and then cured her. Cheng-zu
wanted to compensate Dadi with gold,
but Dadi declined and rode away on a
fairy crane. Cheng-zu then expressed the
gratitude by conferring the title of
Imperial Inspector at Heavenly Gate,
Miracle Doctor of Compassion Relief,
Great Daoist Immortal, and the Long-
lived, Unbounded, Life-guarding
Emperor. Imperial robe and palace were
also conferred upon Dadi. Dadi cured
serious diseases and revived many
people; he was revered as the God of
Medicine.

Dao, his ascension took place in mid-
day. He was 58 years of age. During his
lifetime, Baosheng Emperor (Dadi) was
known to have done medical miracles.
For instance, he had cured a dragon's eye
and pulled out the hairpin from a tiger's
throat. After his ascension, Dadi
repeatedly demonstrated his divine
powers which assisted the country and
the people. Song Gao-zong ordered the
| founding of a temple at Bai-jiao; Dadi

' was enshrined and bestowed the title of

Bao-An Temple. Due to its huge magnitude, the project wis condicted in |
several phases and completed in 1830 (year 10 of Daosguang peciod), Danshu
Sub-prefecture Gazetteer also states, "Bao-An Temple site on the sfreet of

Dalongtong, It was bankrolled in year 10 of Chinching peciod and completed

in year 10 of Dao-guang period”

The presiding deity of Bao-An Temple is Baosheng Dadi (Emperon) 1t
was believed that Baosheng Fmperor's surname in Wi given namoe s o, A
native of Bai-jiao rural township ol Tong-an County in Clhuan-chon
Prefecture, Fu-jian Provinee, he was born on the 15t day of the thived T
month in year 4 of the Taiping Hsing-guo peciod (797 AL Borm as i st
child, he studied extensively and memorized numerous books; his specialty
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The architecture of Bao-An
Temple is known for its huge scale,
grand style, and refined carvings. The
temple is seated north and facing south.
The temple plane looks like Chinese
character “[H]”; which comprises of
entrance hall, main hall, and back hall,
with the guard rooms on the sides. The
entrance hall is 11-span wide. Its front
wall uses only stone materials; it features
a pair of stone lions, plus dragons carved
out of octagon columns --all these were
done in Chiachin period (ca. 1805). On
the back eaves-pillars in the main room
of the back hall, there is a pair of rarely
seen flower-bird columns; their inner
sides feature flower and bird relief. The
left-right guard rooms extend from the
front hall to the rear hall, forming a
winding corridor that opens to the inner
quadrangle and the main hall. The
temple courtyard is surrounded by the
corridor; the center of which sees the
main hall that features double-eaves, xie-
shan gable-hip roof. At the front of the
corridor sits four dragon columns. Both
inner columns were carved with two
dragons in 1918 (the 7 year of Japan's
Taisho period). Both outer columns
come with one dragon each. They were
first carved out back in 1804 (the 9't year
of Chiachin period).

After the first reconstruction in
1830, Bao-An Temple went through two
more renovations in 1868 (year 7 of
Ching Tong-zhi period) and 1917 (year 6
of Japan's Taisho period) before reaching
its modern form. In 1995 (year 84 of
ROC), a largest-ever restoration went
under way. Bao-An Temple raised funds,
coordinated and supervised the project.
This marked the first time for a historical
building to be restored by civilian

efforts. The project won praises from all;
in 1998 (the 87" year of R.0.C.) it
received a special wenxin (literary
aroma) award and prize money from the
Council for Cultural Affairs. In 2003 (the
92t year of R.0.C.), Bao-An Temple
and President Liao Wu-jyh —-leader of
the restoration-- received the UNESCO
Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Culture
Conservation. Seven years worth of the
Bao-An Temple restoration experience
has established a model as well as a
classic 5
masterpiece
for relic
Testoration
in Taiwan.




