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National Gangkou Sea Turtle Reserve (NGSTR) was
called Sea Turtle Bay by local citizens, which lies in Guangdong
Province, between Da Ya Bay and Hong Hai Bay, on the east of
Renping peninsula.The geographic graphic of NGSTR is
E22°33' 15"~22°33' 20", N114°52" 50"~114'54' 33". The whole
area of the reserve is 18 km’.It is the unique nature reserve for sea turtles in
China. NGSTR was founded in June 1985, and was declared as
National Nature Reserve in October 1992. In July 1993, it
acceded to Biosphere Reserve Net of China and was designated
as Wetland of International Important in January 2002. In
October 2003, Guangdong Provincial Fishery Administration
authorized to establish a fishery administration bureau in
NGSTR.




FEMHHZHM Abundant Species Diversity
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The climate of NGSTR is pleasant, which belongs to Suptropic Ocean
Climate, its annual range of temperature is 8'C to 32°C,the rainfall
average is1944mm a year. There are abundant inshore aquatic
plants such as gulfweed, sea lettuce and alga.ltis a perfect marine
habitat and breeding ground.

NGSTR is a picturesque rocky shores. Itis an intriguing place.
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« Protect Sea Turtle and natural habitats upon which they
depend.
* Establish a Scientific Research Base of Sea Turtles in
China.
* Establish Public Environment protection Education Base.
* Protect biodiversity and reveal harmony of man and nature.
* Join with Environment and Fishery Administration of Hong
kong, Taiwan and countries all over the world to establish
Sea Turtle Conservation League.
* Establish Asian Terrapin Refuge .
* Accedz to International Biosphere Reserve Net.
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Physical infrastructure: Multimedia Hall, Sea Turtle House( Sea
Turtle Rescue Center), Specimen Room, Chelonian Garden,
Sight-seeing Platform,Laboratory.Social amenity: Expert House,
Training Center of Summer Camp ,Reservoir, Eatery.

The Transportation and Communication System , water and
powe Imes,and network are further improved.
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RipMHMIER Protected species: Sea Turtle

BEMMERSHER Species of Sea Turtle and Distribution
BREAENRGTHY, HRNFH0E M. K. KIE.
e, KATImeE. ARIWE. BEG, FTEANESRR, BN
ZARTREERGKBLNEREDEE BERBURTATR
THHERE: MERELHHEH0BH: B8k, BKE. RE.
ATImenge, EhREREREBARPREATBER.

Seaturtle are large reptiles. There are eight species worldwide,
which include Leatherback, Loggerhead, Black Turtle, Green Turtle,
Hawksbill, Kemp's Ridley, Olive Ridley, Flatback. they are distributed
throughout the world's oceans, exceptin the frigid polar waters, but
their nesting sites are retracted to the tropics and subtropics. There
are five species have been recorded in China waters . There are
GreenTurtle, Leatherback, Hawksbill, Olive Ridley and Loggerhead,
but only the Green Turtle breeds in NGSTR.
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The scientific name of Green Turtle is Chelonia Mydas. We call it
Green Turtle because of its greenish body fat. It is one of the
species of sea turtle of the Family Cheloniidae, Order Chelonia and
Class Reptilia.

FHERAAM Dietfor Green Turtle
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Diet for Juveniles: fish eggs, marine invertebrates- such as
mollusks, small shrimps and jellyfish.

Diet for Adults: Sea weeds sponges, jellyfish, shrimps, fishes
and sea shell.

SBRAMEFE Life cycle of Green Turtle
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Sea turtles grow slowly and take between 20-30 years to reach
reproductive maturity. The carapace of the adults is 70-150cm in
length, broad and oval-shaped, olive to dark brown. Its weight
range is 200 to 400 kg. Sea turtles are longeval, they can usually
live over 100 year.
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Aremarkable aspect of sea turtles is their migratory behavior,

Because of the need for long distance travel, they have developed

an acute sense of direction and, when they are ready to breed,
adults will return from their feeding grounds to their natal beach,
evenifitis hundreds or thousands of kilometers away. No one
knows exactly how sea turtles navigate acrossthe vastness of
oceans, or how they find their way back to their natal beach

with pinpoint .
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The'breeding season of NGSTR last from June to October,
accuracy.the female will crawl up-the beach to lay eggs at
night and the clutch size is about from 80-170 eggs. The
Green Turtle belongs to batch spawning, and they will lay
aclutch egg atintervals of 15 days. The female can lay at
most 7 clutches of eggs in a breading season. Females
don't lay each year and they usually nest once at least 3 to
5 years.
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Burying eggs returning back to the sea
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The eggs are white, and about the size of a ping-pong ball. Unlike
hard-shelled chicken eggs, the shells of sea turtle eggs are leathery
and flexible. “
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After 50 days incubation, the juveniles will break out.
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The juveniles are black and about 5¢cm in carapace length and 23g
in weight.

LB RER LT R FEME 3
AEMNBE, 2RLEXFE. .
Juveniles clearly know where is their
home after broken out and no one will be lost.
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We set up observation stations and
research the habitat at each nesting
site of the sea coast of China. A local
villager was employed as patrol.
: They can discover destroying

P? @ & Patrol behaviors(digging sand, stealing eggs,
hunting etc) in time, and forward to NGSTR. All the destroying
behaviors can be stoped.
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Because of the situation such as size of sand, environment of
nesting location, temperature, sand temperature, humidity, depth
of nests which chose naturally by Sea Turtles are not always ideal
for reproduction. In order to prevent eggs from being destroyed
by wave, we adopt the way of artificial transplant to improve the
conditions of incubation. Now, the hatch rate of Green Sea Turtle
in NGSTR is over 85% in average.

#@m AL F Artificial Feeding Juveniles
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Juveniles have a low ability to
resist natural enemy (such as Seabirds, crabs, fish). Itis an effe
ctive way to increase Juveniles survival rate to releaseback the
turtle to the sea after feeding about 1to 2 years. In recent year,
the Juveniles feeding survival rate reach over 94.5%.
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Those turtles captured by
fishermen or confiscated by
governmental departments are g
cured by NGSTR. So far 2005,
758 seaturtles have been
delivered to NGSTR, and 702 were cured and released back to
the sea.
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We join other administrations to inspect the local harbors and

markets, dealing with the behavior of vending wild animals.
Through marketinspecting, we collect the correlative datum
and estimate the effect of conservation.
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* Visit fishing village to educate
fishermen how to protect sea
turtles. .

« Establish Public Science Education E+%

Base and hold Hand in Hand Earth sy Comp
Village Summer Camp forteenagers to make students
participate and experience the work in NGSTR.

* Develop ecotourism to enhance public consciousness of
environment protection.

* Enhance public education via media.
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Social Investigation Propagandistic Column the tour for zoology
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Welcome people join Volunteer Group.

AhFR “BERF" EH Release and Adopt turtle
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Sea turtles are the symbol of longevity and good luck. In China,
people have the custom to set free turtle for good luck. We
welcome people to join in the activity of releasing and adopting
turtle,making them care more about turtles.
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M5 MEE Scientific Research and Intercommunication
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Ermi Zhao, who is an
academician of reptile

in China, is giving a lesson
to the crew of NGSTR

Direc 1or0f NGSTRJOlmhe
Asian Turtle and
Tortoise show in USA
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Cooperate with academic institutions and organizations to develop

various projects: the exchange of nesting information, staff training

and scientific research.

The achievements of scientific research

1988: The experiment of rearing baby turties was successful.

1990: investigate population of sea turtles in South China Sea.

1992:Nesting habitat analysis of green turtles in Gangkou Sea
turtle Reserve and Nest ecology and immigration of the
green turtle in Huidong Nest beach.

2001: NGSTR carried out green turtles satellite tracking project
joined with the Environment t Monitoring Center of Guang
Dong Provincal Oceanic and Fishery Administration, South
China Institute of Zoological Species, South China Sea
Oceanographic Institute of Academia Sinica and AFCD of
Hongkong.

2002: Application of Effective Microorganisms in the Green Turtle
hatchlings’ breeding.

2004; Finish the project: “Habitat conservation of Sea turtle in
Huizhou and Community Participation " and “High density
feeding for Green Turtle hatchling” .

2005 Start the projects: “study of hereditary constitution of
green turtles” and “establish genetic resources center ad
research genetic diversity of green turtles in China” .




Ripif, (R LI H 4 Whatyou can help?

A ERER, FREBEN. FTRABARESR.
EUBFERABNEETHARNEAXBIRSE
BLRABRAERMAA. HE.

ERE L, BEMBRARFRPEL.
MARPREREZTH, ARPBLE .

e

There are many things each of us can do to help sea turtles
survive. First, do not hunt sea turtles ad eat their meat. Do not

R purchase their commercial products. Second , when you
: 1 discoverthe behaviors of destroying sea turtles habitat,
= ? _ =1 please report the truth to local administrations in time. Third,
= 175 I I [ _ _ set free the turtles by accidental capture. Finally, support sea
n Wi == 1" turtles conservation by becoming as a volunteer and making
T IR a donation.
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Learn how you can make a donation:

Release and adopt Sea Turtles for good luck

Note: There is a Microchip Identification System inject into the
body of each turtle, by which we can identify the Turtle for
lifetime. Award you an Adoption Certificate, by which you can
visit Sea Turtle Reserve for free during the adoption period.
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In recent years, sea turtles have threaten severely by excess capture,

marine pollution and nesting site destroyed. Now, Green Turtles are 13 4% 1L LR
listed in Appendix 1 of the CITES1 and the Bonn Convention2, they ! Reader Microchip
are also regarded as class one and two protected animals in China. 2. $8% Donation:

NGSTR s the formost nesting beach of sea turtles in the 18,000km 1= Bank - 4R (5 B S >

coastline of China besides Nansha archipelago, Xisha archipelago, L R e e

. 4 Agricultural Bank of China
Taiwan Island and Hongkoug Island. NGSTR is the last nesting site ; . EAEECS o :
for sea turtles on 18,000 km coastline of China. Eg 22223::N :m;gf.i:f.?ﬁzz f%fogkoﬁf;ﬁ L
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EXENGaESAAARIPEERRS
National Gangkou Sea Turtle Reserve Management Bureau

B#&Z A% ContactUs

it: IEEEFEOBAEARZAARIEERE
Add: Sea Turtle Bay, Gangkou,Huidong, Guangdong, China

B4 P.O.: 516359

#1115 Tel : +(86)752-8560918

{6 Fax: +(86)752-8560918

@B E-mail : ghb@seaturtle.cn

P 71 Web-site : http://www.seaturtle.cn
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