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n October 15, 2006, residents and 
visitors of the Hawaiian Islands were 
shaken out of their beds by a 6.7 earth-

quake.  Soon after that, another earthquake, 
measuring 6.0 on the Richter scale, shook the 
islands again.  Many people cancelled the ac-
tivities they had planned for the day, but the 
earthquakes didn’t stop our turtle tagging 
team from traveling to Nagoya, Japan that 
morning.

The team—Alex Horowitz, Beeka Wong, 
and Rachel Wong, led by HPA’s Marc Rice and 
Sandi Watson—left for the Keahole-Kona Air-
port one hour late.  Our plane to O‘ahu was 
delayed for another hour, and when we land-
ed at the Honolulu International Airport, we 
were told that all international flights were ei-
ther canceled or delayed. After more than six 
hours at the airport, we finally boarded the 
flight and landed in Japan at midnight.

After a good night’s rest, we met George 
Balazs, leader of the Marine Turtle Research 
Program at NOAA, National Marine Fisher-
ies Service, Pacific Islands Fisheries Science 
Center, and his wife, and were ready for the 
full day of planned activities.

We traveled to the Port of Nagoya Public 
Aquarium for the first time by subway.  We 
met our host, Dr. Itaru Uchida, director of 
the aquarium, who gave us a brief tour.  We 
then went to the building that housed our real 
reason for traveling to Japan—juvenile logger-
head turtles—and we got right down to busi-
ness. We set up the satellite tags and made 
sure we had everything so we could begin 
work first thing the next morning.

Satellite tracking juvenile loggerhead 
turtles allows scientists to understand where 
the turtles travel in the North Pacific during 
their pelagic life phase.  This is important 
because the North Pacific Loggerhead popula-
tion is declining and loggerhead bycatch on 
longline boats continues to be an issue.  If we 
know where the loggerhead “hotspots” are, we 
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can perhaps better protect them from becom-
ing bycatch.

On our second day in Japan, we began our 
work, which continued through the next day. 
We washed the loggerhead turtles, dried them 
gently, and brought them to Mr. Rice and Mr. 
Balazs. We also gently sanded the scales where 
the satellite tag would be attached. Although 
we were using sandpaper, the paper was not 
rough so the turtles did not feel or react to us 
sanding their backs. Mr. Rice and Mr. Balazs 
had the hardest and most important job of all. 
They had to put elastomer, a soft white base 
for the tag, and cover it with fiberglass and 
put polyester resin (a type of glue) over the fi-
berglass that sets up hard and holds the tag in 
place. The satellite tags are positioned in the 
middle of the turtle’s carapace.

During the second day of working, we 
took another tour of the aquarium and went  
“behind the scenes.” We saw Ku the killer 
whale after the killer whale show and watched 
the dolphins train. We also saw trainers play-
ing with two baby belugas. Next, our guide 
brought us to a room that was extremely cold 
for humans but perfect for penguins. We got to 
see penguins in there up close and personal!
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TOP: Beeka (left) and Rachel Wong feed baby logger-
head turtles at the Port of Nagoya Public Aquarium.

TOP: Marc Rice trims 
elastomer from a Spot 
5 satellite tag on the 
back of a juvenile 
loggerhead turtle.

RIGHT: Alex Horowitz 
holds a juvenile log-
gerhead turtle.
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NAGOYA TURTLES - CONTINUED FROM P.16

Earthquake Repair Update

LAY - CONTINUED FROM P.19

The HPA/NOAA/PNPA team 
stands in front of the truck 
that will transport the 35 
satellite-tagged juvenile 
loggerhead turtles to the 
Aichi Maru.

Workers repair 
the damaged 
lanai in front of 
the bookstore.
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