
1999 Survey of Green Se~ Turtles. CheloniP myd~ s, KawPaloP Bay, Moomomi, Miokai 

What follows is E day by day log of Dr. Richr> rd I.anger's and my survey 
of KaW<>cloa. B<>y, I'foomomi . Molokai during the 1999 summer se;:-son. It is in­
tended to show that no period of time was left out when there might h~ve 
been lcys or hatches that we could have missed. Since the Fdult turtle 
tracks P lmost CllW?ys remain visible for a week to a month , barring P veyy 
strong wind storm, our first walks were approxim?.tely every other dey. 
Af'ter time for hatching began, we tried to cover every morning since baby 
turtle trc;cks are quickly obliterated by drifting sand. Though no adult 
turtles were seen, as they came in irregularly and at night, it is certain 
that all the hatchlings seen were green sea turtles. 

In 1997 twenty-nine turtles came in, the first, April 29, the l ast 
September 1. Of these, 10 failed to dig pits - ~borted tracks. There were 
6 hatches, the first, July 14, the last Sept. JO. During the 1998 se;:> son 
no turtles came in. · 
- I n 1999, thirty bTo turtles cC~ me in, .N.:t y 18 (? ) through August 28. 
Of these , six were f a lse crawls with no holes being dug. Once the hat­
ches began July 24, eleven nests hatched, the last one being October 21. 
There wa s an unusual hc.tch pattern from several of the hatches. Wander­
ing ba.bies. Babies emerging up to a week after the originc 1 he tch. Ba. bies 
dribbling out over several nights. 

The highlights of the summer were the large number of turtles nest­
ing and the 1.P rge number of hatches. A close second was the presence of 
monk seals on the beach on five occasions and the nesting of a shear­
wa ter just west of Ka iehu Point. 

Nodoubt the disturbance made by unusual numbers of cP..mpers at the 
p8vilion around Labor IP y kept the monk seals from returning more often. 

Hy complete field notes include data on moon pha ses, weather, fish­
ermen on the beach, state of tides, roughness of water. sand comings 
and goings, and much a. bout the enormous amount of trash on the beach 
this year. 

Joan Aidem, 12/1/99 
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