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Subject: Re: Phone Call Complaint /
Date: Tue, 28 Feb 2006 17:40:31 -1000 -
’ . From: George Balazs <George.Balazs @noaa.gov> 0 ow P{ ‘l/
Organization: NOAA Ao

To: Susan.Kamei@noaa.gov. ﬁuﬂﬂfﬁ /(/;4' 783- %(3

This turned out to be bogus overinflated, the volunteer there that day
was is very respectful and competent and has been trained personally by
me. Shawn talked to her at length. We explained the issues to her, she
‘was not reasonable. And she was not speaking factual, meaning she wasn't
speaking with truth. She wanted Enforcements number, and Shawn gave it
~ to her. Then called the agent in charge to give alert- provide a little
back ground for the call. The person never called enforcement.
Our hand outs our banners are very very clear, as our what the
~  volunteers say, or don't say. They know. All of them, including the one
on duty that day (I spoke to her at lenght today).

Please don't believe one side of a "story" until you hear what the other
side has to say. The volunteers are doing an outstanding job out there,
I'll send you comments from our visitors log. Thanks for fielding this
difficult case at the "front end." george =

Susan Kamei wrote:

v v

= I picked up the main line and a woman wanted Eg speak to George. I told
her he was out of the office until the 27th so she proceeded to tell me
that she wanted to complain about a volunteer at Laniakea because she
was rude.She said the lady yelled at her daughter and practically told
her she can't swim there. She said her daughter was not doing anything
wrong, is local Hawaiian and they can't tell her daughter where to
swim. She said the volunteers are getting too controlling and we will
wind up getting a lawsuit filed against us and that she is very mad. She
questioned the training the volunteers get. She did not get the
volunteer's name but she was haole with brown hair. She asked me the
rules about how close someone could get and I said that I would have to
have someone call her back. She wants a return call she wants to
register a complaint. 4//55

Shawn, can you call her. Andrea Kia at 783-4663.

George- what a coincidence with my recent email re the volunteers.
Susan

>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
=
>
>
>
>

George H. Balazs, Leader

Marine Turtle Research Program

National Marine Fisheries Service
Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center
2570 Dole Street ]

Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2396 USA

Tel: (808) 983-5733

Fax: (808) 983-2902
gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu
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o Stay at least 5-6 feet
the water or on the bea
o Turtles are easily distressed when within clos
proximity to humans
_e Do not touch, feed, harass or tease sea turtles
o Turtles are wild animals and need to remain so

e By feeding turtles you may alter their natural
behavior, causing them to become sick or die
from ingesting unnatural or contaminated

f00d. This may place them at risk or injury
by habituating them to humans and vessels.
« Do not cast your fishing line when turtles
are feeding '
e Turtle entanglement in fishing monafilament
is becoming more and more common

e Entanglement often results in the death of a
 turtle due to loss of an appendage, strangula-
tion, loss of mobility, and ingestion of hooks

e Please dispose of trash properly
Beach or marine debris can be harmful or
deadly to turtles ;

For more information, please visit
www.malamanahonu.org

Malama na Honu
(Care for the Turtles)

PO. Box 1078, Hale'iwa, Hawai'i 96712
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Revised 01/22/08 Flshenes
ac nds Fisheries Science Center
Marine Turtle Research Program
2570 Dole Street
Honolulu, HI 96822-2396
/ SEA TURTLE TAGGING FORM
6 e TE FORM FILLEDOUT  / ( M
CAPTURE DATE, LOCATION AND METHOD 17/ LZ? / N ) 7 @) ( 7
PERSON RECORDING DATA:
TUMORSCORE = OLD TAGS:f N NEW TAGS:
) ] LH nal X we
ORALYMRSEXT: .| ¥/ J\%V
YES OR NO A/ }( LHF
\T 2
e |
EMACIATIQN CODE
. &
Z ) | MT#

STRAIGHT CARAPACE - LENGTH: cm WIDTH: cm
NOTCH LENGTH: cm DB: LA0.| VB:
CURVED CARAPACE LENGTH: cm WIDTH: cm
~HEAD WIDTH: cm LATERAL1: cm| LATERALZ: cm

SEX: Male, Female
PPS: YES OR NO OR NE LATERAL3: cm| or Undetermined

SPECIES:
SAMPLES COLLECTED:

cm

TAILLENGTH: T cm C

RIGHT FRONT FLIPPER WIDTH:

PLASTRON LENGTH:

WEIGHT:

DESCRIPTIVE REMARKS:

fieldwork/tagging.xls
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1 \dsel - Lt
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O MT#
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NOTCH LENGTH: 6398 o DB: 0 LO. VB: é
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ong L e

= | =
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NOTCH LENGTH: &pl 2k DB: ﬁ L0, VB: Lo.

CURVED CARAPACE LENGTH: [91' 2 d cm WIDTH: rg ] 5 cm!

v 5 7)) "
HEAD WIDTH: cm LATERAL1:\ &2 /) LATERALZ: .202 # km
= SEX: Male, Female .
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e e
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CAPTURR DATE, LOCATION AND METHOD:
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SEA TURTLE TAGGING FORM
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PHOTOS BY ASSOCIATED PRESS / ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

Bears wander around on Charlie Vandergaw’s property neax Alexander Creek,
Alaska. Vandengaw has been charged with 20 counts of illegally feeding game.

Man’s ‘bear haven’ in Alaska
L could be his ticket to prison




BY MARY PEMBERTON
Associated Press

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA >>
Charlie Vandergaw is crazy
about bears.

That's obvious in a docu-

mentary made last year by a

British filmmaker at Vander-

gaw’s remote Alaska cabin
and featured in the recent
Animal Planet series
“Stranger Among Bears.”
The videos show him
scratching the belly of one
black bear as if it was the

family dog, feeding a cookie

to a large black bear sitting
under a tree, and feeding
dog kibble to a cub from his
outstretched hand.

Vandergaw has been co-
existing with bears this way
for the last 20 years, and he
wants to be left alone.

That is not likely to hap-
pen now that the state is us-
ing a beefed-up law to
prosecute Vandergaw for
feeding bears. Game officials

consider feeding bears adan-,  During the search, bears

ger to humans, especially if
others copy the behavior.

Not everyone thinks the
state needs to be going after
a T0-year-old retired teacher
and wrestling coach.
_ Even if Vandergaw ends
up being killed by the bears
he loves, that’s the Alaska
way, said John Frost, who
has been friends with Van-
dergaw for years.

“Yet here we are as a state

going to crush this kind, gen-

tle little guy,” Frost said.
The bears at Vandergaw's
cabin 50 miles northwest of
Anchorage are more than
bold, said Sean Farley, are-
search biologist with the
Alaska Department of Fish

and Game, who helped troop-  fine him $10,000.

___I—-—-—vv"-l-l_

fines and jail time, and Frost
says it was specifically

changed to go after his
» friend, Vandergaw. :
o But Farley said Vander-
ot 8aw was profiting from the
e C€abin, Bear Haven, and had
29 drawn two friends into his
enterprise. They also were
There was no comment
from Vandergaw. The state
_has seized the plane that he
= normally would use to reach
I think the cabin, which isn’t acces- -
basically what — sible by road.
1 do is my __ Many Alaskans think Van-
) dergaw is just plain crazy
business, as . and lucky not to be “Tread-
. welled,” a term used by
long as I'm _ some unsympathetic
not hurting Alaskans referring to Timo-
anvone” ~ thy Treadwell, a self-de-
yone. _ scribed “bear protector”
Charlie Vi sty ey
: - nship with bears, He
Retired Alaskan and his girlfriend were eaten
- by grizzlies in Katmai Na-
~ tional Park in 2003.
n Onone of the videos, Van- _ cm
taabe 1 off with dergaw says: “I_think basi-
“cracker shots” that makea 3 mh:t;;}gif I:sym ot E
loud noise when fired. - - hurting anyme,§ e
If bears were that boldin o
an Anchorage park or camp- — =
ground, Farley said, he :
would recommend theybe _1: cm| LATERAL2: cm
shot right away.
He also noted what hap- SEX: Male, Femaie’
pened to filmmaker Richard -* L
Terry at Vandergaw’s cabin:
“He got whacked and C cm
dragged across theyard by SAMPLES COLLECTED:
one of the bears during film- C
ing. Charlie has been nipped ™|
and slapped around.”
The state last week
charged Vandergaw with 20
counts of illegally feeding

game — a charge that could
put him in jail for a year and

ers serve asearchwarrant - The law was recently - ©

on Farley's cabin last year.

changed to include stiffer




D\n@c\om lise
T e ijLijm\O\ .
+ano@

S}QT&’ OXT
_%i 5 [t /ﬁgiLamM@ﬂ— i oV

(% >’ SCL-
j{ Hém#z w;% . tPé! .
i &3’ !ﬂq o b@a’;m /)L
arLiA /
wnkd 11 Corrier Mo shade 0#’-%& b /c:?.eiof’“
R/ 2/7) ;nmu-ﬁjfzfm m&&é«u S‘zﬂf\p—({z z,wtné T
) eihlred 1235 h =
[replacey empiy
_ - ")
i2 35 M@ Cpoocessufa,ﬁz\ﬂj; FZW‘(_,

(-t (olivia-Dawr)
1340 bawled o oitn beac Ko

/JM baw .
. COLT 1A~ 7%) 5M£3C¢, O’X—Ffeé/

DR __terroved  140Z hoss

[ ma(acpﬂ? e eon Il
M—OS‘ st f@a S(,m‘ﬁe&&ﬁu bu oinred

sl RS

thm V;é aAama 17—17‘- SCL = 94"71

llll\QIlH\lll\\ll\l\\l\l\\ll\l\lll\\\l\l\ll\llll\ﬂl\\ll\ 4T

)




ﬂCaJ‘an LA
| 9

Qdgs 3794 E22
Sk, B

;/ Ll /@3" g@g%’/@fﬁ k74




- i)
% é/ 2 /oF WW% M%’”’@y :

Gy ;7@ A X5. o/ Ay Peac b
e

7/

(57444632 7 [t g 5ol =)

47

=gy

—_—

6"/f3é% ;)La/nw/m Jewts Te,%" ]
; ‘1‘3! M“\ﬂ :/Ajo <X % st 3
PosTCeu N /s = /dgf‘a basl';-e/. E’ Pecs//, i
. j'\\we?n’ﬁ%dg,\ )

| Tsﬁg”’m talews AT~ Laht/ain =
N Lo’x = S?Q«AJ is’sciuH’ b&a ers oV am!,

LY




@6 og

Date: Tue, 3 Jun 2008 13:45:55 EDT CUT/ |
srom: Laniakeal@aol.com .
TO: gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu ;
Subject: Re: Tagging records for pit tags you recently read , :

T

Hi George,
T rode my bike up to the headwaters of the Anahulu Stream oIl -
sunday. It was probably too late (0930) to see any npoulder baskers”
»>r turtles surfacing. Two of my friends were on standup paddleboards
chere and I asked if they had seen any turtles. Their answer, "
Lots...everywhere." I also found out Gary's last name . ..Fujimoto,
which may be helpful if we need to contact him. His mention of the
Vietnamese using nets upriver concerns me with the high number of
rurtles. The 2007 Hawaii fishing regs for Haleiwa Harbor and Anahulu |
state "."net may only be placed 10 yds seaward and parallel to the
anahulu Bridge." If Gary can tell me where the nets are, I'd
~onsider having our DOCARE officer check it out.
So..that's the latest on the river...
Aloha,

Joanne

T




