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Memory of the World — The Ruins of Yin

The Ruins of Yin, where the oracle bone were unearthed, were the birthplace of Chinese archeology, and a
cultural milestone that acknowledges one of mankind's oldest artistic brilliance.

Located in the northwestern suburbs of Anyang in China's Henan Province, the city of Yin was the last capital of
Shang Dynasty, existed more than 3,000 years ago. The discovery of the oracle bone in the last years of Qing
Dynasty, has attracted droves of scholars to collect and study the oracle bones since.

From 1928 to 1937, the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica (IHP thereinafter) conducted 15
excavations of the Ruins of Yin, and unearthed a significant quantity of rammed-earth architectural sites, and
cemeteries of all sizes, including temples, palaces, royal tombs of Shang kings, an impressive mass of oracle
bones, bronze ware, jade and stone artifacts, and earthenware. These exquisite and priceless relics are currently
on display at the Museum of IHP for everyone to enjoy.

In 2006, the "Ruins of Yin" was inscribed on the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites as an archeological landmark
shared by all mankind.
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Academia Sinica was founded on June 9, 1928. It was relocated toits current site in
Nangang in 1954 as Taiwan's most prominent research academy. It is also Academia
Sinica that possessed the largest collection of the artifacts of the Ruins of the Yin.
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Ancient Chinese Artifacts Postage Stamps—
The Ruins of Yin

To spread awareness of the beauty of Shang Dynasty artifacts, Chunghwa Post has specifically selected eight objects from the collection
of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica as theme for a set of eight stamps and a souvenir sheet, so as to call attention
to the ancient craftsmanship of stone, bronze and jade artifacts from more than 3,000 years ago, and the extraordinary use of Shang's
oracle bone for divination and chronicling events.
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Animal-Mask Bridle Ornament
with Turquoise Inlays
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This artifact was excavated from the horse pit, where dead horses were buried.
Most of the bronze ware in the pit were inlaid with turquoise, and this was the
most exquisite and intact piece unearthed. The bronze was used as the base, on
which the contours of the animal were carved. Turquoise was cut into small pieces
and plastered to the base, until the animal outline was completely covered by the
gemstone. The back of the artifact features a pair of crossing supports for
threading leather strings or ropes through. It may have been a decorative part of
a bridle on a horse’s forehead.
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Ding was an ancient vessel for ritual offerings, and a symbol of sovereign rule
over the country. This cauldron with ox motif was the heaviest artifact
excavated by IHP from the Ruins of Yin. At 110 kilograms, it was a rare, large
vessel among Shang Dynasty's square ding's. Ox was the primary decorative
motif on the cauldron, as ox-head bass-relief decorations cover all of its four
sides and four legs. The bottom of the interior of the cauldron is decorated
with a pictograph character for ox. Unearthed at the same time as this
cauldron was a smaller square ding with deer motif. These two relics have
been certified by the Ministry of Cultural Affairs as "national heritage."
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The most unique feature of this drinking vessel is the detachable goblet on its neck, the only
item of its kind found among Shang’s bronze ware. This “three-in-one” drinking vessel
consists of the lid, the goblet, and the chamber. The goblet can be detached for accepting
wine after the lid is removed. After consuming the wine, the drinker places the goblet back
by inverting it on the chamber, and secures it with the lid. The handle is attached to the lid
with a toad-shaped chain, and the two ends of the handle feature rabbit-head
ornamentation. The craftsmanship of Shang’s artisans is awe-inspiring.
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Owls were called "Xiao" by ancient Chinese, and a
recurring theme in Shang Dynasty art. However, owl
figurines made with one intact piece of marble were a
rarity. This three-dimensional marble figure features
concentric circles of various grooves to portray its bright,
sharp eyes. The body is decorated with an assortment of
animal prints, supported by two squat legs and the tail
of its wings. The long groove along its back and the slot
on its base indicate that this owl was an ornament on
wood-framed architecture.

R SIE Vi

Standing Owl

%
%
%
[
#
i
n

e waosoomnen SRR



SLYEV ALY A,

Kneeling Anthropomorphic
Figure with Tiger Head
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This humanoid tiger was sculpted with an entire block of marble. Its head is tilted slightly upward and its open
mouth reveals its saw-like teeth. Instead of striking fear in the viewer, the tiger is actually quite endearing. With a
humanlike posture, the tiger kneels on the floor, with its hands on its knees. Its eyes, nose and body are covered
with the incised decorations. Judging from the vertical groove running along its back, this marble tiger and the
standing owl were both ornaments on wood-frame architecture.
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Crested Human Head
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This jade artifact is similar to a flatware. A human face in silhouette was
carved on both sides. The eyes were styled as a recumbent "E." (“chen”),
and generally called, “a ‘chen’-styled eye.” It was the most common artistic
style for portraying the eyes in Shang Dynasty. The figure in this jade artifact
has a bulbous nose, and a flat nose bridge. Its open mouth reveals a neat set
of teeth. On the top of the head is a tall crown with curling tail designs. This
particular style of jade heads had surfaced among the jade ware made in the
late Neolithic Era. They were designed as a "demigod," and they underwent
a slight modification in the Shang Dynasty.
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Museum of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica
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Special thanks to

Dr. Chi-Huey Wong, President of Academia Sinica, and
his team members
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