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swimmers and their team in
preparation for their chan-
nel attempt.

The second swimmer, Ste-
ven Gruenwald of Minne-
sota, became ill and had to
abandon the effort early on,
Goding said. About nine
hours into the
16-hour swim, Schall was
forced to quit when a coole

+ lecutter shark latched onto

his stomach area about

2 inches below his naval,
The wounded swimmer

was brought on board the es-

cort boat and the Honolulu

Fire Department was notified
at 3:42 am. Firefighters and
Emergency Medical Services
ambulance met the vessel at
in Hawaii Kai, according to
Capt. Scot Seguirant.

Schall was in serious but
stable condition when he
was transported by ambu-
lance to The Queen’s Medi-
cal Center, according to an
EMS report,

Schall and Gruenwald are
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COURTESY MIKE SPALDING
In 2009, a cookiecut-
ter shark left a 2.5-
inch divot in Mike
Spalding’s left calf as
the Maui real estate
broker was swim-
ming the Alenuihaha
Channel from Hawaii
island to Maui. The
‘same species was in-
volved in Saturday’s

COOKIECUTTER SHARK
A swimmer attempting to cross the Kaiwi Channel
between Molokai and Oahu was bitten by a cookiecut-
ter shark Saturday. Cookiecuiter sharks typically stay in
deep water during the day, but migrate to surface
waters to feed at night.

Scientific name:

Isistius brasiliensis

Size: Males grow fo a
maximum of 16.5 inches while
females reach 22 inches.
Distinctive features:
cigar-shaped body with a short conical snout and
unique suctorial lips.

Feeding method: Attaches itself to its prey with its
sucking lips and sharp, pointy upper teeth. Once it is
attached, the small shark spins its body, removing a
cookie-shaped plug from the flesh of its prey with its
larger serrated bottom teeth.
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night to feed on larger fishes
such as marlin, wahoo, dol-
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and even marine mammals.
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teeth. sternum,” below his ribcage.  maybe my attack was an
The ISAF website cites “It was a sharp, piercing ~ event we were not going to
only one other known case  pain. I screamed like ababy  see again.”
of a cookiecutter sharkat-  when it hit me,” said thereal It took four months for his
tack. Thevictiminthatin-  estate broker. wound to heal, due to infec-
stance was Mike Spalding of The bite didn’t penetrate  tion, but Spalding returned
Kula, Maui, who was bitten  deep, leaving only teeth to complete his 19-hour
under similar circumstances marks. But as Spaldingwas  swim of the Alenuihaha
on March 16, 2009, while climbing onto a kayak es- Channel about 18 months
swimming in darkness from  cort, he was bitten again, later. He has crossed all the
| Hawaii island to Maui. this time on his left calf asit  ocean channels in Hawaii
,  Spalding, 71, saidhewas  dangled in the water. The and continues to swim daily.
{10 miles out from Hawaii shark bite was characteristic  According to the Kaiwi
island at around 8:15 p.m. of the species, comprisinga - Channel Association, five
when he became sur- clean “melon scoop” of skin  relay teams and approxi-
rounded by squid, drawnto  and tissue about 2.5 inches  mately 65 solo swimmers
the surface by thelighton  in diameter and almost an have successfully crossed
his escort boat. inch deep, he said. the channel between Molo-
“I1got bumped by four “Atthe time, nobodyin  kai and Oahu.
cuttlefish and I got really the whole world considered There was one previous
- nervous that something else  cookiecutter sharkstobea  shark attack in Hawaii this
was going tobumpme,"he  threat,” Spalding said. year. On Feb. 4, a surfer was
recalled Saturday. “Ikeptsol- ~ News of Saturday’sinci-  injured on the leit leg by
dieringonthenallofasud-  dent“surprised mealittle  a tiger shark at Hanalei Bay
den [ felt the first prickinmy  bit because I thoughtthat  on Kauai.



