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Chelonia mydas 

Found 

- Tropical and subtropical waters  

- Highly migratory 

Food 

- Limu 

- Native species 

- Invasive species 

Nesting  

- 80 countries 

- inhabit coastal waters of over 140 countries 

- 70% emerge 

 



 
  

Shell used for bark scraping, hair combs, and jewelry. 

Also harvested to be eaten. 

Hawaiian Uses 



IUCN 



WHY CHELONIA MYDAS 
IS ON THE LIST 

Listed as endangered in 1986 

Size: nesting females has declined by 
48 – 67% in three generations 

Area of habitat 

Peoples influences: small boat 
collisions, recreational fishing, 

nitrogen footprint causing 
fibropapillomatosis 

 



CURRENT STATE 

Size: Less than 10,000 

Population increasing 

Protected area: Northwest Hawaiian 
Islands 



FUTURE 
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