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Family uncovers
Oahu shark tale
after 91 years

By Terry McMurray
Advertiser Staff Writer

An Exerter, Calif., woman,
who heard tales of how her
great-great-grandfather died in
Honolulu = that he was at-
tacked and eaten by sharks in
1900 — wanted to find out if
the stories were true.

The woman, Lesa Thompson,
was able to confirm at least
the “eaten” part of the story
through the help of the Hono-
lulu Medical Examiner’s Office
and the files of The Honolulu

dvertiser. -

‘Thompson wrote to Dr. Alvin
Qmori's office asking if it had
dhy record of a coroner’s in-

lest mentioned on an old
feath certificate for Emil Uhl-
brecht. The office had no re-
cords that old, so chief investi-
gator Frank Quallen asked
investigator Susan Starrett to
check with the state archives
and a city reference bureau,
but also found no such records.

“Starrett, however, arranged
to have checked the microfilm
of The Advertiser's predeces-
sor, the Pacific Commercial Ad-
vertiser, which ran a story of

€.incident on Page 9 on July
20;1900.
~Quallen sent a copy to
Thompson, ending a family
mystery because, Thompson
wrote, her great-great-grand-
mother never wanted to talk
about it, so her great-grandfa-
ther, born seven months after
Bis father's death, never heard
the full story.

FSaid Thompson last night:
éﬂll she told him and her oth-
ar three children while they

re growing up is that their
father was eaten by a shark

spoke of,

“When informed of this, her
agony became so great that the
foot was shown her. ..

“The wife looked but an in-
stant, then she fell back faint-
ing.

“ ‘It is he,’ she cried. Mrs.
Uhlbrecht was certain of her
identification.”

The news story said the fish-
erman would not eat the shark
as intended “but boiled the liv-
er and secured three quarts of
oil.”

The account said the identifi-
cation by Mrs. Uhlbrecht “cre-
ated an intense sensation in
Honolulu and was almost the
sole topic of conversation dur-
ing most of the day.”



. “They always wondered
apout it, our parents always
wondered and so did We. 1 de-.

i Thompson said Uhlbrecht
had come 0 Honolulu about a -
year earlier as “picycle racer.”
. According to The Pacific .
Commercial Advertiser's Pags
long account, Uhlbrecht ¢
drowned Sunday, July 14, after |
being knocked {nto the-oceant
waves while hunting gea-
shells near Makapuu. 1
. Qearchers predicted his body
would be carried bY ocean cur-
rents to Waikiki.
© But, on July 17, John Kini-
peki, “a fisherman born in the

very large mouth,” pulled it in--,
fo his cano€ after an hour-long’
battle between Kakaako and
Honolulu Harkor, hit it on the g
head, and paddled home. ﬁ
¢ The next day, he and friends 2=
opened the shark “t0 gell its ==
flesh and oil .. .and were hor-
sified to find in itg stomach 2 7t
fuman foot with skin and flesh ==

t “She arrived at the station in%
a high pitch of excitement and~~
pegged Deputy Sheriff Ch'ﬂl‘mg-t/é
worth to be permitted to see’
the remains. The Depuly at-gﬁ
tempted 0 prevail op her not”
to insist on her errand but
pothing could dissuade her
She described the peculiarities

of her nusband's feet, and Chil-
I_ingworth found the mark she



