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A male green sea turtle known as Heartbreak was re-
turned to waters off Makena, Maui, after a medical
team removed an 812-pound tumor, seen above.

"

urgery saves sea
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Oriana Kalama said she
noticed a green sea turtle
with a huge tumor while div-
ing in waters off Makena in
south Maui about eight
months ago and knew it
would eventually die with-
out help.

“I took pictures of it, think-
ing we need to bring this to
the public’s eye,” she said.

Eight months later, the
turtle who has been called
Heartbreak returned to the
water and his home Thurs-
day after an 812-pound tu-
mor was removed during
surgery.

Kalama, who had begun a

turtle

grass-roots group called
Ocean Defender Hawaii
about a year ago, said she
posted the photographs of
Heartbreak on her group’s
Facebook page last month,
and the response was
tremendous from her more
than 32,000 followers.

“] got a lot of comment
and a lot of attention,” she
said.

A medical team was dis-
patched May 12 after receiv-
ing a report that the turtle
with a large tumor was sick

and on the beach at Makena.
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