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consultations with sﬁakahqlﬂars over this sea t{.ll'ﬁ[} Well INTo L
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‘week in Suva ¢ imed at strengthening Ai ak"-.Ba- _

‘the lessons learnt from the last morato- e abszadd | [
rium and to hear ﬁ:om Bﬁa,keholdars about .

“their expexﬁ;;ences of the last few years. ous work was needed to continue to sustain {

5 “Sea _turtlas_have been one such species

We have lmportant roles & |
to play and | urge you
all to make mfbrmed

“Ciovernment has always been prca.cttve

in trying to manage and conserve
rine species by placmg conservat;

population, he was poﬁntive that
SRE 18-, Lo s

 suresin place,” h

ious management measures
at the community level and a/
level. The collaboration and part 1
has seen a vast improvement in - S
from turtle harvesting to turtle protectmn
in our csommumiﬁem in F‘iji 2
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Conservation of Sea Turtles within the Cultural Context of Oceania — Possibilities Beyond Protection
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_ .FIJISUN.(.’.-E!;!;-‘J 1. NATION - j_.pA;;E;n =g
[llegal poachers threaten marine life on Moala
Poacher-s were recently sighted in e § e
thy

€ marine-protected area of Ket- .

Despite this, recent monitoring trips

have observed that the marine-protected
eira Village in Moala, Lay, threat. area is working, : .
1ing the marine life and the livelihoods By setting aside this area from hume
of the people who depend on it. activities the protected grea has notably
Village headman Maika Bolatolu said - improved the health of local marine life
they had seen foreign boat crews fishin This includes increased fish sizes and

the overall population of other marine

delicacies, which are overflowing to the
‘nearby fishing grounds as a resuit.

Declared in 2010, the Keteira marine

; protected area is one of the longest ob

: = served in Moala and remains in plac

themwhenmg'ivechase,"-hesaid. d;tt*:ed o e A

not internal, but were from outsiders be.  Keteira “”9" headman Maika Bolatolu (right) C(;ﬂoala Island- Imemapartti”'of 1is La Sea-
cause there. 10 boats of such horse. voices his cuncernéabnut illegal poaching of :(I;pe o asa e e ts Lau 5
Were no boa th ine Protected Area, project, focused
Power on Moala Island. . MR " " terinket figtnre Bk land and at
He ; Conservation International (CD  sea. Sourge: CONSERVATION
age on Friday June 4. INTERNATIONAL

. Maloku Village em@mgmthartmd!hamlhtessrn%smtget:t@ed 5l - 4’1

~ Maloku Vil_lagg AW
| Declares Fishing
- Ban To Support
| Marine Health

En E " -~ . - . 5 ; ‘ 5 : ; tha i N
Maloku Village clergy Waisea Tinai (far right) bl“‘-"s"-" S M"m‘ i : -




Moala IM in

art of its ﬂshmg;

8\ marme -pro-

4 eas inc local mar.‘ine
 health and m—mrn, due to

spill-over from these areas,

‘improve ove food security and
support long-term wellbe-
ing locally.

Elders of Maloku Village

made the decision immedi-
ately after the presentation
- on Tuesday, June 26 2018.

Conservation Interna-
tional Fiji marine manager
‘Semisi Meo said this was
a major aommpﬁshment
in advancing efforts to
mitigate threats to marine
resources and to improve
community-based resource
];nanagement pmJects m re-
‘mote maritime areas.

‘He said marine-protected
areas were a best practice
solution and that Conser-
vation International was
working with all stakehold-
-ars, from the village level
through to the Government,
to implement a network of
these in the province under
the Lau Seascape Initiative.

“The  marine-protected
area designation was suc-
cessfully placed on the col-
laborative agreement of
the vanua o Maloku, the
church denominations, the
government

_ serving in the village and
the Lau Seascape partner-

delegations

e squs
-&mnshoretothéad}awﬁt

A traditional ceremony
was conducted in the vil-

_lage on Thursday, June 28

followed by a church ser-
vice led by the Methodist
Church clergy Waisea Ti-

nai.

Mr Tinai said the ban was
for five years and had the
blessings of the vanua and

church, if they breached it,

they should expect to face

- consequences.

The marine-protected
area is easily-monitored by
villagers because it is close
to shore.

Maloku does not have a
traditionally-declared Tui
Maloku, therefore, the de-
cision by the village elders
was a significant achieve-

‘ment,

Conservation Interna-
tional is working on Moala
Island as a part of its Lau

‘Seaccape project, focused

on conserving the inter-
linked nature both on land
and at sea.

Maloku and Vadra vil-
lages received a clam nurs-
ery each and the cages can
store as many as 20 clams.

The team managed to
plant 43 sandalwood sap-
lings in the church com-

pound and 40 trees in the

Maloku Village School
compound, with 100 new
trees transplanted from the
Conservation Internation-
al-constructed nursery for
the village.

Saurce: CONSERVA'I'IGH
INTERNATIONAL

~ Aturtle swimming over a healthy coral reef.
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Marine Environmental Impact Assessments . .11
Marine Environmental Planning
Marine Protected Area Management
Marine Awareness and Interpretation
Tourism Programmes and Training

HELEN SYKES - —

Marine Ecologist www.marineecologyfiji.com B | 3
PO Box 2558, Government Buildings, Suva, Fiji Islands = -

t: (679) 336-3625 e: Helen@marineecologyfiji.com

& O :
Project Liaison Officer, Fiji
Marine and Coastal Biodiversity in Pacific Islands Countries {MACBIO)

IUCN Oceania Regional Office Tel + 679 331 9084 \
Private Mail Bag Fax + 6793100128 N .
[ 5 Ma'afu Street, \Mob + 6790930217 \
| o I \
| Suva, Fiji naushad.yakub@iucn.org \
B | WAWWLIUCT 4

2
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09 N Policy Coordinator - Q3.3
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FIJ I NATIONAL SEA TURTLE CONSERVATION WORKSHOP
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° Gathermg data and sharmg information on sea turtle projects that have been
' undertaken by the resPectlve orgamzatlons and over the years
) Rewew the Natlonal Sea Turtle Recovery Plan

. Dlscussmn on the Way Forward : okl nb bl M
i 1 b _ e

ol
I§ i 10 ol

rkshop ﬁrogram

w

Session I : | Lead

" m | Welcome~ Director of Fisheries

Prayer<«” | | Methodist Church‘Z ]
m | Opening Speech =

Volunteer

) Minister of Fisheries

-

m | Introduction of Participants ¢

| Fisheries
Introduction of workshop Objectives — Fisheries
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me J'Sé%iﬁii . | Lead

o5pm | Genetic Research USP (Dr. Piovanno)
~ 20pm | Fisheries Bycatch and Exemption permits Offshore Fisheries
- 4opm | EPS Act ‘ Ministry of
. Environment
. om Key Outcomes of Divisional Consultations WWF
- .15pm | Group Work - Fisheries
: 1. Identification of Turtle Projects/ harvesting in
. different divisions
Y 2. Challenges and Solutions
Y 3. Recommendations for Way Forward
~ :35pm Report back

m Lunch

i5pm | Review of National Sea Turtle Occurrence and WWF

Abundance Map ' " ,.,.,CA’
m Traditional use/ conservation of sea turtles 4 ‘Qc'v USP (Dr. Veitayaki)
:opm | Group Work : - | WWEF/ Fisheries
1. Activities needed Recovery Plan themes

m Afternoon Tea

5pm Report back from Groups WWF

5pm | Wrap-up Fisheries

n WWF-Pacific

Close of Meeting

Representative
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n official from the Minstry

of Fisheries says that we

need to all work together in
order to monitor and grow the sea
turtle population in Fiji.

Ministry director Aisake Batiba-
saga said this as he addressed the
87 participants who attended the
Fiji National Sea Turtle Conserva-
tion Workshop.

The workshop which was attended
~ by known conservative organisa-

tions such as WWF (World Wide
Fund for Nature), IUCN (Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of
Nature) and SPREP (Secretariat
of the Pacific Regional Environ-
ment Programme) addressed dif
ficulties faced in the protection of
the endangered species and called
for more dialogue between govern-
ment bodies and organisations to
improve and strengthen efforts,

?o f@ grow sea turtles g

Each conservation organisation
that presented at the workshop
agreed that the data collected from
the menitoring of sea turtles need-
ed to be saved and shared amongst
their respective organisations for
research purposes,

The Department of Fisheries said
that the greatest threat to sea tur-
tles in Fiji is not traditional and
subsistence harvesting but the
commercial harvesting of sea tur-
tles for their meat which claims
400-500 Green and Hawksbill turtles
each year in Fiji.

The department also highlighted
that they have working groups in
place that currently create aware-
ness and advocacy, conduct re-
search and monitoring and most
importantly provide enforcement.

The Fiji National Sea Turtle Con-
servation Workshop aims to share

Particpants at the Fiji National Sea Turtle Conservation Workshop on July 17, 2018. Photo: DEPTFO News

Director Aisake Batibasaga

information and resources amongst
the respective organisations and
government bodies to improve the
conservation of sea turtles.

Source: DEPTFO NEWS

Feedback: jyotip@fijisun.com.fj
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GOV'ERNMENT will en,foroe ma.na.g-emant

measures by January next year to control
the harvesting of turtles.

‘This will happen after the turtle morato—, )

rium expires in December,

Ministry of Fisheries director Aisake

Batibasaga said the ministry was working
with the World Wildlife Fund in holding
consultations with stakeholders over this
issue. )

The consultation, he added started this

week in Suva and aimed at strengthening

the lessons learnt from the last morato-
rium and to hear from stakeholders about
their experiences of the last few years.

“Government has always been proactive
in trying to manage and conserve our ma-
rine species by placing conservation mea-
sures in place,” he said.

“Sea turtles have been one such species.

that Fﬁihas focused a lot of conservation
efforts on.

“We have had three moratoriums and var-
ious management measures in place both
at the community level and at the national
level. The collaboration and partnership
has seen a vast improvement in the shift
from turt.lehmest.mg to turtle protection
in our munitias in Fiji.”

Mr Bati said although continu-

We have lmportant roles

to play aﬁd | urge you
e.lnforrr_led

all toma

future.
Aisake Batibasaga

- ous work was needed to continue to sustain

the turtle population,-he was positive that
through everyone's support, t.hey could
achieve their goals.

“Sea turtles are a cultural Jgpi%asm all
know, however thety have been affe by
the commercialisation of this cultural tra-
dition, which has adversely
turt‘.le Dpopulation,” he said,

“We have important roles to play and I
urge you all to make informed decisions so
that we are able to protact our sea turtles
well into the future.”

The workshop was attended by partici-
pants from Government and non-govern-
ment, organisations.

affected our sea




Nabua

Staff Plant
10,000

Mangrove
~ Seedlings

ith the commitment to
give back to commu-
nity and work towards

programmes and initiatives that
help protect our land, 18 volun-
teers from Asco Motors Nabua
spent Friday afternoon June
1, 2018 planting mangroves at
Bulei Road, Laucala Beach Es-
tate in Suva.

The cold weather did not
dampen their spirit as the team
was all geared up to contribute
towards the company’'s Cor-
porate Social Responsibility
Programme (CSR) — Driving to-
wards a Common Purpose.

As part of the CSR Plan, a

number of projects have been

identified and planting man- —

groves was the first for this fi-
nancial year.
The committee decided to join

hands with the Department of —

Forests to help protect our ma-
rine life and our shores from the
effects of climate change.
Mangroves is said to be na-
tures answer to global warming

hence the team did not hesitate _

in volunteering to plant 10,000
seedlings.
The team was assisted by four

officials from the Department of

Forests.
~ Asco Motors

Conservation of
the Mangrove
Ecosystem

Today is International
Day for the Conservation
of the Mangrove
Ecosystem.

Mangroves are rare,
spectacutar and prolific
ecosystems on the
boundary between tand
and sea.

They ensure food security
for local communities.
They provide biomass,
forest products and
sustain fisheries.

They contribute to the
protection of coastlines.
Mangroves help mitigate
the effects of climate
change and extreme
weather events.

This is why the protection
of mangrove ecosystems
is essential today. Their
survival faces serious
challenges —from the
alarming rise of the sea

level and biodiversity
that is increasingly
endangered.

The earth and humanity
simply cannot afford

to lose these vital
ecosystems.Management
and restoration of
mangrove ecosystems

is an achievable and

cost effective way

to help ensure food
security for many coastal
communities.

Forested wetlands are
rich in biodiversity.

They provide a valuable
nursery habitat for fish
and crustaceans; a food
source for animal and
human beigns; and a
source of nectar for
honeybees.

Mangroves can play an
important role in reducing
vutnerability to natural
hazards and increasing
resilience to climate
change impacts.

-UNESCO
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Research Fellow -
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From: John R. Pita <jpita@TNC.ORG>
Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2018 4:26 AM
To: honu world

~ Subject: RE: Seeking MTSG John's View

Hi George, = .
“Thanks for your email. The topic itself is @ Men we talk about

——— conservation; reviving turtle population. | have some thorough thinking about this as well
_and looking back at years of working with communities or resource owners to protect
nesting and feeding habitats of marine turtles. There is one thing that we cannot separate
~ from conservation of turtle and that is the cultural context; no matter how hard we tried
and how much resources we used or spend; people still harvest turtle for their source of
protein and part of their cultural value. Institutional frame work such as legislations and
policies are only tools that can be used to minimise harvesting of turtles. So my thinking is
that maybe we need to re-define the philosophy of turtle conservation and accommodate
_ the cultural norms of harvesting turtles; only then maybe people will have a greater
respect for the turtles and we can still maintain a manageable turtle population in our
~ region. This is not my scientific views but only observations.
—mmmm harvesting data
around the country for two years and the project end last week. So now we putting
together the data to analyse and hopefully will provide some valuable information on the
illegal trade (commercial) and cultural context of harvesting turtles.
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¢ Dr. Gilianne Brodie Chemical Sciences
BAppSc C. Seurt, MSc PhD James Cook = - /_- ——) . Nt
Associate Profes: h e]
Ph: (679) 323 2876 \ Q ?
The University of the South Pacific Fax:  [(679) 323 1512 - FO S XN
Private Mail Bag, Laucala Campus  £14il brodie :_g@usp.ac.fj \ :v{_ -
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A F i 3y Po-Yu, Wu

R 'J Research Assistant
ikl ' National Museum of Marine Biology and Aquarium o N
4-1 2 Houwan Road, Checheng, Pingtung, 94450, Taiwan, R.O.C. e e ————

+8868 8825001#2119, +886 910110457

blacklleh@gmail.com poyuwu@ nmmba.gov.tw . — s
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Phone: 331 3000
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From: Thierry Work <thierry_work@usgs.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 2, 2018 3:41 AM

To: Tatarata Mirj

Cc: honu world

Subject: RE:; [EXTERNAL] Introduction

Super Miri et merci! Par ce email, f'envoie la traduction at Georges

George, Miri’s bio below in English and French below that.

Name: Miri TATARATA

Function: Director of the Environment
Formation: Marine Biologist

A few words on my work: At the Direction of the Environment for 28 years, | have set up
a program for the conservation and management of emblematic marine species that
include, among others, marine mammals, turtles and sharks. The marine turtle
conservation program in Polynesia is based on the collaboration and involvement of local
people. The challenge for all these years has been twofold: to fight against poaching for
commercial purposes and to put culture in context AND encourage and train local people

to place the conservation and management of marine turtles in their hands, as part of
their natural and cultural heritage.

f —_— e e W B AL o iad T ER e
Jeff Kinch

Jeff completed his anthropology PhD fieldwork on marine resource use, management and access in
the Milne Bay Province of Papua New Guinea (PNG) in 1999 and finally submitted his PhD last year
ional University. Over the last 20 years, Jeff h
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jject: please print this email—@ﬁHlE DAGONIYASI ) o
INTRODUCTION--- Your Introduction

Date: Jul11, 2018 at 1:28:42 PM

™ To: Linda hiuslrb@gmail.com

—_troduction:

" e MSc Environmental Management and Natural Resource Management -

i University of Queensland, Australia
e Reef Check Trainer - Reef Check is one of the UNs official methodologies fc

monitoring of community managed marine areas

e Dive instructor |
. o Worked on coral reef monitoring programs in Cambodia, Thailand, Australie

— and Fiji
e Worked with GEOMAR and the Turtle Foundation in Cape Verde - loggerhe
e Worked with WWF and TNC as a researcher

e Most recently with Treasure Island Resort leading the environment program
- (Hawksbill Head-starting, coral reef rehabilitation, Critically Endangered Fiji

Crested Iguanas etc)
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From:(Marc Ricekmrice@hpa.edu>
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2018 8:31 PM

(#9
To: honu world

Subject: Re: Your Introductions - Please send us a few sentence you would like said
about yourself.

Information about me: {
Current positions: _ :
Director, Information Technology Services

Director, HPA Sea Turtle Research Program

Been in the education business for 47 years and director of turtle program for 31 |
years.

From: honu world <itsahonuworldinhawaii@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 3, 2018 5:04 AM

~To: honywetld -
Subject ROSIE COONEY INTRODUCTION B

Rosie is the Chair of the IUCN Sustainable Use and Livelihoods Specialist Group
- (SULI), and a Visiting Fellow in the Fenner School of Environment and Society at
- the Australian National University. SULi is a joint specialist group of both the SSC F
- and CEESP - the Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social Policy. Her

background is in ecology and law and she has worked at a research and policy

level for many years on sustainable use and trade of wildlife globally, and in recent

years particularly on communities and sustainable use in relation to reducin -
poaching and illegal wildlife trade. )
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From: 24856 <blackllen@gmail.com> e \) .
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2018 7:30 AM “ ’_\,-
~ To: honu world \ O

-~ Cc: AMEIBE-FRE
_ Subject: Re: Hello Po-Yu-- from George \J\S

~ Dear George,

Thank you for your advice. | found some interesting connections between Taiwas
and Oceania, for both the indigenous people and sea turtle alike. 1 will be addin
these to my presentation. Thank you!

Here is a short paragraph about myself:

"Po-Yu, Wu, the research assistant of the National Museum of Marine Biology 2
Aquarium (Taiwan), under the supervision of the museum researcher, Dr. Li Ts
~ Hsien. Mainly executes the sea turtle rescue project of South Taiwan."

~ Thank you again and see you soon at the workshop!

~ Sincerely,
Po-Yu =
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From: John R. Pita <jpita@TNC.ORG>
Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2018 4:26 AM

To: honu world
Subject: RE: Seeking MTSG John's View

Hi George,

Thanks for your email. The topic itself is a challenging one, when we
conservation; reviving turtle population. | have some thorough thinking about this as well
and!Iooking back at years of working with communities or resource owners to protect
nesting and feeding habitats of marine turtles. There is one thing that we cannot separate _
from conservation of turtle and that is the cultural context; no matter how hard we fried [
‘and how much resources we used or spend; people still harvest turtle for their source of
__protein and part of their cultural value. Institutional frame work such as legislations and
policies are only tools that can be used to minimise harvesting of turtles. So my thinking is
‘that maybe we need to re-define the philosophy of turtle conservation and accommodate |
“the cultural norms of harvesting turtles; only then maybe people will have a greater o |
“Fespect for the turties and we can still maintain a manageable turtle population in our |
region. This"is hot my scientific views but only observations. - ‘

On that same note; to you know that we (TNC) are collecting turtle harvesting data
around the country for two years and the project end last week. So now we putting
together the data to analyse and hopefully will provide some valuable information on the
illegal trade (commercial) and cultural context of harvesting turtles.
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