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rake-Home Perceptions from the Suva Workshop entitled:

"Conservation of Sea Turtles within the Cultural Context of Oceania - Possibilities Beyond
Protection”

as discerned by George Balazs and Thierry Work, MTSG Oceania Region Co-Chairs.

(Question for TW: Is the above 'title' for the below properly reflective of what we are saying for
feedback distribution? Note the following for your consideration are not ordered by priority, nor by
final order of how it might be best to list them- with some flow to it all.

_ An extended cessation of traditional hunting and use of turtles by indigenous people of Oceania
may bring about the the loss of those traditions within the cultures;

-There are strong Biblical Church-Based convictions to be good custodians of the marine resources &
has given;

- People want a better life for their families;

- People and their families are more valued than turtles;

- Culture and tradition bond people together;

- The conservation of turtles cannot be separated from their cultural context;

- Commercialization of turtles is viewed as the most significant negative factor to their conservatic
compared to traditional use;

- International organizations, entities and instruments appear to overly influence government to ¥
likely disadvantage of traditional conservation at the village level;

- Increased decision-making authority granted by government to the traditional village chiefs may
servie to enhance conservation;




(193

- If communities can't manage their resources then nobody can because 'we are here and they are ]
there';

- Turtle ecotourism and turtle cultural traditions can be in conflict;

- Data deficiencies for the conservation status of turtles are widespread; there is little if any evidence
of declines or increases and the likelihood of obtaining such information past, present or future isvery
low; .

- There are government provisions in place for issuance of permits for case-by-case traditional harvest;
- There is merit in spending more time visiting and listening to local communities;
- The Suva workshop achieved a long-standing need for focused participant discussions, listening, and

talking about turtle consumptive use, cultural traditions, sustainability, conservation beyond

protection, and the realities of village life. The door has been opened for additional workshops in
Oceania;

- Conservation that relies on government enforcement capacity is unrealistic and can alienate
communities hence lessen conservation;

- Sustainable use is a part of conservation;

- There are many turtle biologists but very few social scientists quantifying the indigenous community
consumption of turtles;

- The Government of Fiji deserves congratulation for instituting 23 years of moratoria on the harvest
of turtles which surely had a positive impact on their conservation status;

)
u

- Without remembering the past we can lose our way.
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Take-Home Perceptions from the Suva Workshop entitled: -y
"Conservation of Sea Turtles within the Cultural Context of Oceania - Possibilities Beyond Protection"
as discerned by George Balazs and Thierry Work, MTSG Oceania Region Co-Chairs.

f

- An extended cessation of traditional hunting and use of turtles by indigenous people of Oceania may
bring about the the loss of those traditions within the cultures;

-There are strong Biblical Church-Based convictions to be good custodians of the marine resources God
has given;

3 ) - People want a better life for their families;

l-’)- People and their families are more valued than turtles; "r })6 !5- ﬁ k;gf’Lee‘rl

ﬁ Culture and tradition bond people together; é‘(/ ke W ﬁ t‘?w\!\eﬂn %‘a’ 5- ne ’

6) - The conservation of turtles cannot be separat€d from their cultural context; ‘[ra J l‘nﬂ .a’ W.;‘e{l.'h )
J

sl morejsignificant negative factor to their conservatio

f ?é&"" s (or Ereditienal sz @@; r&;;%aa e

mment [WTM1]: | don't &=
include this. Seems divisive

?) - Increased decision-making authority granted by government to the traditional village chiefs may
servieeto enhance conservation;

[ CD - If communities can't manage their resources then nobody can because 'we are here and they are
there';

9
s 09
b Turtle ecotourism and turtle cultural traditions can &€ in conflict; :

-, Comment [WTM2]: | don't recall

'-ﬂ- |- Data deficiencies for the conservat[on status of turtles are widespread there is little if any ewdence of

clinespr increases




- The Suva workshop achieved a long-standing need for focused participant discussions, listening, and
talking about turtle consumptive use, cultural traditions, sustainability, conservation beyond protection,
and the realities of village life. The door has been opened for additional workshops in Oceania;

- Conservation that relies n government enforcement capacity is unrealistic and can alienate
communities hence lessertesaservation; o

- Sustainable use is a part of conservation;

- There are many turtle biologists but very few social scientists quantifying the indigenous community s
consumption of turtles; e

- The Government of Fiji deserves congratulation for instituting 23 years of moratoria on the harvest of
turtles which surely had a positive impact on their conservation status;

- Without remembering the past we can lose our way.
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Take-Home Pomts from the Suva Workshop 19-21 July 2018:

"Conservation of Sea Turtles within the Cultural Context of Oceania - Possibilities
Beyond Protectlon

Conve
Rs dlscerned by George B“lazs and Thierry Work, MTSG Oceania Region Co-Chairs.

1) -An extended cessation of traditional hunting and use of turtles by indigenous people of Oceania
may bring about the loss of those traditions within the cultures;

2) -There are strong Biblical Church-Based Convictions to be good Eustodians of the marine resourc
has given;

G
3) -People wanta better life for their families;

4) -People and their families are more valued than turtles;

5) -Culture and tradition bond people together;

- 6)-The conservation of turtles can not be separated from their cultural context;

7) -There is the strong desire for traditional use,- indeed all use,- to be sustainable;
8) -If comm}mities can't manage their resources then nobody can because 'we are here and they 2
(g A 3

9) _Sustainable use is a part of conservation;

10) -For some governments, provisions are in place for issuance of permits for case-by-case tradit

¢ harvest;

11) -Conservation that relies solely on government enforcement capacity is unrealistic and can alie
* communities hence lessen conservation;

12 -The problem has not been traditional harvest pbut '‘commercial greed’;

13) -Increased decision-making authority granted by government to the traditional
village chiefs may serve to enhance conservation;

14) -Turtle ecotourism and turtle cultural traditions can have conflicting goals;




15) -Data deficiencies for the conservation status of turtles are widespread; there is little if any evidence
aggines or increases; | B

16) -Developing creative ways to encourage local communities to collect trend data in collaboration with
zovernment is a worthy goal; LF

27) -There is merit in spending more time visiting and listening to local communities;

18) -There are many turtle biologists but very few social scientists quantifying the indigenous community
“onsumption of turtles;

.3) -The Government of Fiji deserves congratulatiorﬁor instituting 23 years of moratoriums on the harvé
4" turtles which surely had a positive impact on their conservation status;

) -The Suva workshop achieved a long-standing need for focused participant discussions, listening, and
~=lking about turtle consumptive use, cultural traditions, sustainability, conservation beyond protection, il
~nd the realities of village life. The door has been opened for additional workshops in Oceania; al

=1) -Without remembering the past we can lose our way.




\Sta tus, scope and trends of the legal and illegal international trade in
marine turtles, its conservation impacts, management options and
mitigation priorities

Comments from IUCN CEESP/SSC Sustainable Use and Livelihoods

- SRecialistiGeoes = v T e R

Our major comment on this report is that in considering approaches to reduce

the widespread illegal offtake, it does not review and consider opportunities

and potential for sustainable use and trade of turtle populations. As

populations recover (and there is reasonable evidence that many have), it

\ would appear appropriate to re-evaluate policy approaches relying on blanket

) protection. Generating benefits from sustainable and legal use of wild species
can be a powerful means to engage the support and engagement of local

v communities in conservation and address illegal use and trade (Cooney et al. &

2015, Biggs et al. 2017, Cooney et al. 2017).

In many contexts turtles are an intrinsic element in indigenous and local
culture, subsistence, and traditions (e.g. McCoy 1982; Campbell 2003;
Barrios-Garido et al. 2017). In some cases limited legal cultural/traditional

? R §.7 harvest may promote better management and conservation of turtle
populations, through reflecting respect for local cultures, enabling the building
/t ‘of cooperative relationships, and engaging local support for conservation.
/ Exploring such “Possibilities beyond Protection” in the broader Pacific region
Nt was indeed the focus of the recent IUCN SSC Marine Turtle Specialist Group._
&i Oceania meeting in Fiji (report attached). Some relevant conclus:ons from the

organlsers summary of this meeting include: e —
*  An extended cessation of traditional hunting and use of turtles by .
indigenous people of Oceania may bring about the loss of those
traditions within the cultures;
< . * If communities can't manage their resources, then nobody can, —3
Lf

g
|

because “we are here and they are there”;
* Conservation that relies solely on government enforcement capacity is
unrealistic and can alienate communities hence lessen conservation;
* The problem has not been traditional harvest but 'commercial greed’;

S

A

g Similar conclusions have been reached in other regions. In Costa Rica, for
example, managed harvest has been shown to promote local support for and
“buy-in” for conservation (Campbell 2007). Further, imposition of external
values of turtles on to local communities can cause tensions and conflict
(Kinan & Dalzell 2004), which may impede rather than promote robust and
equitable conservation.

The review would benefit from explicit consideration of these dynamlcs and of
conservation approaches based on culturally appropriate sustainable use.
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SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT

GREEN SEA

i

RTLE TAGGING

HELPS RESEARCHERS UNDERSTAND THE ENDANGERED SPECIES

Green sea turtles are poorly mi i
sea y misunderstood for their foraging habi
and this discovery would lead the researchers towards a %eger -

l_,lnderstanding of this species., Says USP lecturer Susanna Piovano

Sheenam
Chandra

bout 150 green sea turtles have
Abeen tagged and released into
the ocean by The University of
the South Pacific's School of Marine

Seience since 2015.

This is part of an ongoing project
that has enabled researchers to gauge
and itor the feeding, breeding and
migration patterns of the species.

Green Sea Tortle has been given an
endangered conservation status by
the International Union for Conservi-
tion of Nature (TUCN).

The School of Marine Science con-
dueted a threeday workshop, which
ended on Saturday, with the theme:
Conservation of Sea Turtles within
the Cultural Context of Oceania - Pos-
sibilities beyond Pratection.

And in concluding the event, a green

“turtle, atherwise known as the

n turtle, black (sea) turtle or Pa-

cific green turtle was released with a

racking device attached to it.

:mwaiﬁﬂ.#hn;m lecturer

school sald: ™ el alms

monitor the foraging grounds, feed:

patterns and migratory paths of
turtles,

Unversity of the South Pacific lecturars Syeanna Piovana (e
released after being Lsgged with & satallite tra

= B I
5 ’
i -e-d b
it} and Marc Rice (Hawai Freparatory Academy), witha :
? . e
cking dovice at USP's Marine Campus on July 21, 2018 u&’:’:g:n’:;:‘: ::‘I:\!:I:

Susanna Piovana (front-first from leit) II'III’OPﬁEI {lrant-second fiom : :
3 Laft) with NGUs and stait mombers
ol USP al tho Marine Cam
Simlone 55

environment, says Disapect Norube,
Project OMflcer of Mamanuca Envi-

The destruction of the breeding
grounds (nesting beaches), more de-
yelunmnl pru.lt:fls. littering eases,

ranment Soclety (MES).

Eati e s e e D
aven from the pgg s

sire trying to hsmh".ﬂmmmm
Mg Narube was also devasinted
by the number of turties that were
en though the moratorium s
people are still requesting per-
Al 1o harvest these

1proper waste I'were some of
the major dangers affecting the wrile
e
a oot
the United States of smiﬁable mﬁ

on July 21, 2018. Photo: Horavanua
the publie, hut the lack of
tms intensifies ma-sm?mu;
- I_l uu'an.“nr lu h‘s
! Ranadi sajd,

ism Project at MES, said fal
caused a major decline in the turde

“ ot of these things are known by  Eg
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“conservation and
‘sustainable efforts

. Theprojectis focused
. ontryingtopave

| thewayforwardin

‘ Fijiand at the same
time; conserving our

biodiversity- Wycliffe

The National ~ Validation

workshop on the Draft Ac.

! cess and Benefit Sharing

| (ABS) will look for outcomes and
resolutions for the conservation
of marine biodiversity and ensur-
ing a sustainable environment
for our future generation.

This was highlighted by the Per-
manent Secretary for the Minis-
try of Loecal Government, Hous-
ing and Environment, Joshua
Wycliffe, while officiating at the
launch of the National Validation
workshop on the Draft Access and
Benefit sharing workshop held in
Pacific Harbour yesterday:

Mr Wycliffe said the project is
unique not only because it is a pi-
lot project for Fiji and the region
but alse because of the collabora-
tive partnership that the project
entails, '

“The project is focused on trying
to pave the way forward for ABS
in Fiji and at the same time; con-
serving our biodiversity and this
is in close collaboration with the
Ministry of iTaukei Affairs, Min-
istry of Fisheries and the Insti-

tute of Applied Sciences (IAS).

‘Although a very challenging
broject, the ABS Project is one

of vital importance for Fiji as we

strive to work together to look for
possible outcomes and resolutions

for the betterment of our people;
from the resource owners, to the

Government who oversee al] pub-

lic interests and needs, to the re-

searchers whether local, regional
or international and even to the
commercial businesses,”

Mr Wycliffe said the Government
through the ministry as the focal
point of the United Nations Con-
Vention of Biological Diversity
(UNCBD) stands firm in its stance
to ensure that all necessary and
vital steps and processes are un-
dertaken to preserve and sustain
our environment, thus the Gov-
ernment’s decision to sign to the
Nagoya Protocol. _

The Nagoya Protocol is the in.
ternational agreement that is
in alignment to Article 15 of the
UNCBD; in particular, genetic
resources and traditional knowl-
edge in association with tradi-
tional knowledge and the benefits
arising out'of the utilisation of
such knowledge, !

The ABS pilot project is marine
based as its implementation focus-
€s on methods and mechanisms
that can help protect all stake-
holders involved in both research
undertaken for marine and ter-
restrial genetic resources and

also that of traditional knowledge
inclusive of music, medicine and
dance and so on. DEPTFO News

Feedback: Iyotip@fijisun.com.fj
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traditional

By MELA KATONIVUALIKU
GEOGRAPHIC and economic constraints

along with ineffective village health dis-_

pensary services are some of the challeng-
es faced in providing primary health care
needs, which is why the interest in tradi.
tional medicine has been raised frequently
to the Ministry of Health and Medical Ser-
vices.

This was hig'hlight_ed by National Ad-
viser for Non-Communicable Diseases Dr
Isimeli Tukana during his Presentation
ab the National Validation Workshop on
Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit
Sharing (ABS) Policy Framework held at
the Pearl Resort in Pacific Harbour yester-
day.

“We are aware that traditional herbal
medicine has been in existence and 80 per
cent of the population in Fiji regularly use

- this relevance,” Dr said.

“As of July, 2018, we now have a draft cab-
inet memorandum and its aim is on the de-
velopment of Fijian traditional and com-
blementary medicine policy for Cabinet to
discuss and decide on,” Dr Tukana said :

“It is still a draft and I am not sure
whether it will be passed with this govern-
ment or the next one.” :

He said the purpose of the memorandum
was to inform Cabinet about the proposed

" development ‘the Fijian traditional and
‘complementary medicine policy and also

6o 1

R
Cabinet’s endorsement on the develop-
ment of the policy.

Dr Tukana said the meaning of tradi-
tional medicine for the ministry derived
from the World Health Organization (WHO).

“Traditional medicine is the sum. total
of the knowledge, skill and practice based
on the theories, beliefs and experiences in-
digenous with different cultures whether
it’s treatable or not used in the mainte-
nance of health as well as in the preven-
tion diagnosis improvement or treatment
of physical and mental illness, :

“Complementary medicine is Chinesge
medicine or Indian medicine that links up
with traditional medicines for example
acupuncture is considered complimenta-
ry.”

He added today; the most common form
of medication being discussed was tradi-
tional medicine.

“So when we are talking about tradition-
al and complementary medicine, we are
talking about the medicine, the practice
and the practitioner.”

“In Fiji traditional medicine is limited
to herbal medicine, acupuncture and mas.-
sages. But now we have complementary
medicine practises available in Fiji in-
troduced by investors and travellers from
Asian continents,” Dr Tukana said.

“So our definition in Fiji at the moment
is very limited and constricted, We want it
to be broader.”
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Otherworldy

Rfo

By BEN MACK

| awoke in a tree. Even stranger, it was the nicest
place I'd ever woken up.

This requires some explanation. In the tree
was also a bungalow, which just so happened to
be hanging above spectacular turquoise water.

A gentle breeze carried just the slightest tinge of
salt air and a brilliant sun shone overhead, giving
everything a shimmer as if it were dusted with
glitter. Nothing felt real.

Then again, pretty much all of Savai'i feels
otherworldly. The largest island of Samoa, it's s0
beautiful it can sometimes feel overwhelming —
especially because it's not hard to feel like you're
all alone, since it has far fewer people than the
neighbouring island of Upolu (where most visitors
go since that's where Samoa’s main international

airport is sited).

SAYE |

Yet as tranquil as Savai'l is, there's another word
that describes the island perfectly: adventure.
Being a South Pacific paradise, there's no

shortage of adrenaline-soaked activities: snorkeling,

diving. fishing, swimming or boating in the clean,
warm waters or more land-based activities such
as hiking, biking and exploring. Or simply sit
somewhere in the shade of a palm tree or in one
of those bungalows and watch the world go by. You
really can't go wrong no matter what you decide to
do.

Even just getting to Savai'i can be an adventure.
The MV Lady Samoa Ill may not be a luxury cruise
liner, but the ferry is a good value at only 12 tala
(less than 10 Fijian dollars or five US dollars) one-
way for an adult ticket. The journey takes about an
hour from the ferry terminal in the west of Upolu,
not far from the airport. It seems that sometimes
police will even give you a ride for free if they're
already heading in that direction - it happened to
me. The ferry takes yo to Salelologa in eastern
Savai'i and is it's a fantastic way to meet incredibly
friendly locals. Samoa is known for friendliness and
if you're lucky, someone might even offer to show

you around or even invite you to stay with them.

On Savai'i there's a temptation to simply pick a
direction and start adventuring. There's nothing
wrong with that, after all, Savai'i has the largest
continuous patch of rainforest in Polynesia. The

78  FIJITIME




Central Savai’i Rainforest covers a large part of
the island's interior and encompasses more than
100 voleanic craters. But it's well worth the effort
to make it to Afu Aau Falls in the southeast. Not
far from the equally stunning Tafua Rainforest
Preserve, the waterfall looks like something out
of a science fiction film, it really has to be seen o
be believed. It's usually not too crowded, meaning
there’s a good chance of having the place all to
yourself.

Back to that tree | woke up in. Lusia’s Lagoon
Chalets are just a short walk of about a kilometre
from the ferry terminal at Salelologa, but feel like
another planet. There are overwater bungalows
similar to the ones seen in ultra-luxury resorts in
the Maldives or Bora Bora, But unlike Bora Bora,
bungalows at Lusia’s can be booked for less than
130 tala per night, even during a holiday as it was
when | visited.

As its name might suggest, Lusia’s is run by a
kind woman named Lusia who, it just so happened,
used to work in the same building back in New
Zealand that | lived in. Also wandering around
the property is a curious tabby cat that seems to
love nothing more than jumping up onto people's
laps or even joining them on the table if thereis a
meal going fromn the open air kitchen. Speaking of

Wwhich, the oka - fresh fish in coconut cream - with

cucumber is highly recommended and pleasantly
cool on a hot day.

~ While Savai'i may offer al;ﬁm&mr
adventure possibilities, the fruth is it's incredibly ’
tempting to spend your entire visit solely at a

place like Lusia’s. But a journey southwestto the
Alofaaga Blowholes shouldn't be passed up. Waves
breaking against the lower end of a series of rock
tubes formed by lava that connect to a flat clifftop
along the shore send water blasting up, creating
spectacular fountains of spray, It really is an awe-
inspiring sight, just be careful because the rocks
around the blowholes are extremely slippery.

To indulge in some Indiana Jones-style fantasies, |
> there's the Pulemelei Mound. Thought to be the
s LB Mounc

largest and most ancient human-made structure in

Polynesia, no-one really knows why it was first built

in the middle of thick jungle sometime hetween 1100
and 1400 AD, or why it stopped being used two or
three centuries ago. But what is known is that at
the top of the pyramid-like structure constructed

of natural basalt stones to about 12 metres high

are some of the best views on Savaii. Given the
density of the surrounding rainforest, you might

even discover something that archaeologists haven't

found yet!
With no major cities and the idea of traffic jams

absolutely alien, a trip to Savai'i really does feel like: EESCStmE 8y

taking a break from the world. It's another world
completely - one where sleeping in trees is as
magical as a swim by starlight.

_‘ir_ Fiji Airways flies direct to Samoa on Mondays,

Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays.

—
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Almost 330 islands scattered across 20,000
square miles or 32,000 square kilometres of
ocean, the Fiji Islands lie on the 180th Meridian
Wwhere the dawning of each new day occurs.
Viti Levu is Fiji's largest island and is often
referred to as the mainland. Suva is the capital
of Fiji and is a 30-minute drive from Nausori
Airport, located on the eastern side of Viti
Levu. Nadi, located on the western side of Viti
Levu, is considered Fiji's tourism hub and is
home to Nadi International Airport, Fiji's main
global gateway.

THE MAMANUCA ISLANDS

The Mamanuca (pronounced Ma-ma-nootha)
island group, is a collection of 20 sand-fringed
islands set among deep blue waters off the
west of Viti Levu. Situated inside the z Barrier
Reef, this stunning group of small islands are
easily accessible from the mainland and offer
ideal conditions for boating, scuba diving,
snorkelling and other water based activities,
Here you can find the island used in the Tom
Hanks film Castaway, traditional Fijian villages
and many popular island resorts, perfect for
both families and couples.

THE YASAWA ISLANDS
The Yasawa group has some 20 “islands
of voleanic origin, north west of Viti Levu,
The region was made famous by the Brooke
Shields film Blue Lagoon. The Blue Lagoon
itself and nearby caves are popular spots
for swimming. The islands are widely known
for their laidback pace and offer white sandy
beaches, crystalline waters and lush forests,
against the backdrop of soaring peaks. There
is a wide range of accommodation types
available, from budget bures to five stap
resorts. The Yasawas are accessed daily from
Port Denarau and Lautoka by fast catamarans
and resort water taxi: or by seaplane and
helicopter from Nadi.

THE CORAL COAST

One of the first tourism areas in Fiji, the Coral
Coast stretches 130 kilometres along the
southern shores of Vit Levu, with easy access
via the Queen's Highway which connects
the jetset town of Nadi and the capital city
Suva. [t boasts large resorts, some smaller
accommodation options with g distinctly Fijian
feel and a world-class golf course. Many of
these properties enjoy white sandy beaches
and magnificent views of the waves breaking

-along the famous coral resf,




i

DENARAU ISLAND
Located just 20 minutes south of Nadi
International Airport and accessible by
car, Denarau Island is home to some of
the most popular resorts in Fiji as well as
superb residences and facilities including
a magnificent 18-hole championship golf
- course, an extensive array of water sports

and leisure activities, tennis courts and
— ~ a marina. Deparau Marina is home to a
selection of boutique shops, restaurants,
cafes and spas and is the major departure
point for cruises and sea transfers to the
Mamanuca and Yasawa islands.

NORTHERN FlJI
The northern islands of Vanua Levu and
Taveuni (the Garden Island) are known for
their leisurely pace. Vanua Levu is Fiji's
second largest island and an easy short flight
from Nadi or Suva reaches the main gateways
of Labasa in the north and Savusavu on the
et opposite coast. Savusavu has become a
popular holiday destination due to its pristine

— dive spots, pearl cultivation and yachting
facilities. Taveuni is Fiji's third largest island

— and is world renowned for its position on
the International Dateline and its amazing
underwater habitat, including the 31-kilometre
long Rainbow Reef. Taveuni is a nature lover's
paradise, with unique flora and fauna and
dense tropical forest providing fascinating
nature walks, horse riding, historical sites
and bird watching. Fiji's northern region
also includes the smaller islands of Laucala,
Qamea, Matangi, Namenalala, Nukubati and

Kaibu that all offer a range of accommodation
in amazing surroundings,

LOMAIVITI GROUP

The Lomaiviti archipelago consists of seven
main islands, which include Ovalau, Koro,
Batiki and Gau. The group covers a total area
of 411 square kilometres and an estimated
population of more than 16 000.

Ovalau is also the sixth largest island in Fiji is
characterized by its rugged topography, with
little flat land apart from the Lovoni Valley
in the centre of the island. The island is an
eroded volcanic crater with a narrow belt of
flat land between the encircling lagoon and
the steep crater sides. The highest peak is
Nadelaiovalau, with an altitude of 625 meters.
Ovalau also hosts the largest town of the
group Levuka. Levuka designated UNESCO
World Heritage Site plays a significant role in
Fiji's history as the first capital -and the main
trading port. Levuka served as the capital
from 181 to 1877 before it was moved to Suva.
Levuka is famous for many of Fiji's “firsts.”
It was the site of Fiji's first bank, post office,
school, private members club, hospital, town
hall, and municipal government. Fiji's first
newspaper, the Fiji Times, which is still in
operation today, was founded in Levuka in
1869. Levuka's Royal Hotel is the oldest hotel
in the South Pacific still operating.
Levuka also hosts a range of hotels, inns and
homestays including the Levuka Homestay,
New Mavida Lodge and Mary's Holiday Lodge.




Mana Turtle ;&wareness Itinerary
Date: 19" - 20" May 2016
Invited Guest: George Balazs, Thierry Work and Allison Beale

Target Audience: Mana E team, Mana Marine staff, MES staff

' Time Activity T [t
| (19" May 2016) AR
| 10.30 am Arrival of SSC boat

r — —_— e ——

8 Check in (TBC) S — SRS R
11 am Meet the Mana E team ( Venue to be - | Turtle Experts. MES & Marine
| confirmed) f attendants
| Agenda .
| ® Discuss on the UNDP funded '
r Mamanuca Sea turtle Project

; ® Mana Environment Program

| ® Mana Turtle Projects

— —_— e 1

|
|

Turtle Experts

P 7 7 S— e

1.30-230pm  Turtle Pond Site Visit Turtle Experts & MES
. ( Monitoring Technique, Handling
 Assessment of pond structure and design,
diet, medication preparation before
| release)




i

E- Project attendants-

2.30 -3.00 pm Nesting site visit- Sunset Beach
- Bure 206
Best Practises during nesting and hatching
season
Demarcating nest areas ( proper handling,
relocation of nest on disturbed beaches)
~ 3.00- 4.00 pm Mana E- Day Programme (TBC) | MES
(Coral Planting & Turtle Release) |
7.30-9.00 pm Staff Talanoa Session ( Sector 6) MES MES
- will provide grog |
Venue to be confirmed '
Topic: Turtle Education : '
[ (20"May 2016) | - i
9am - 10am Mana SDA school site visit Turtle Experts & MES
10.30am Departure for Denarau =







63\ Bl =S | xmns
1@ \\\\l%é\D\/\< f\ ‘EUME% Z"%%




Treasure Island Resort environment officer Sophie Clay. 7 / ' 1E / Z0 / é Picture: SUPP|




assist:
locals

By ROPATE VALEMEI

TREASURE Island Resort
continues to support four
villages from the Vuda, Dis-
trict during cyclone recov-
ery.

While the village was re-
lying on generators because
of powerline damage, the re-
sort gave 200 litres of fuel to
help the supply of power at
Viseisei Village.

Another initiative
launched last week is a mos-
quito control program.

Treasure Island Resort
general manager Robert
Wade said this was a proac-
tive approach to deal with
the threat of increasing cas-
es of mosquito-borne diseas-
es such as dengue, Zika and

Ainist; ealth and the
World Health Organization,
Mr Wade said the resort had
committed to a month-long
systematic spraying to tar.
get mosquito populations
in four villages of the Vuda
District: Viseisei, Lauwaki,
Lomolomo and Nabare, '

“Treasure is 50 per cent
owned by the traditional

- landowners from this dis-

triet, and many of our staff
members come from these

villages so it is important to
us to be able to help in this
am‘"

The program employs a
person from the local area
and provided training to en-
sure they target the correct
areas for mosquito control.

The resort is giving the
use of the misting (spraying)
machine, chemicals, fuel,
brotective safety equipment,
and ftransport to implement
this program.

“We offer special thanks to
the Ministry of Health and
the World Health Organiza-
tion who fully support this
program with education and
awareness materials for the
most effective outcomes in
the villages,” he said.

The resort is one of Fiji's
most popular island resorts,

It is a four-star resort
offering 68 traditionally-
styled and rec ~ reno-
vated bure, along with a so-

Dhisticated restaurant and

bar, impressive three-tiered
swimming pool and a highly
acclaimed kids’ club, =

The Treasure Island Envi-
ronment Program allows its
visitors to get involved with
their ever growing family of
rare and threatened species,
including the critically en-
dangered hawksbill turtles
and Fijian crested iguanas.
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Sea Turtles: There are five species of sea turtle
that are common in Fiji. The Green turtle, the
Hawksbill, the Loggerhead, the Leatherback, and
the Olive Ridley often live in or pass through the
waters of Fiji. These turtles don’t just swim in the Fiji
surf, though; many of them also breed and nest on
the beaches. Several islands are nesting grounds for
the protected Hawkshill Turtle, If you come upon a
sea turtle while snorkelling, observe quietly, without
disturbing the turtle. Turtles can hold their breath for
hours at a time, but they are air-breathing reptiles.
A turtle that feels threatened may refuse to surface

_fora much-needed breath of air.

While out on the water — whether checking out
the snorkeling or scuba diving, look up and you will
likely spot interesting birds,

*Compiled by EXPLORE Fiji with text - from Namotu Island.

y _______________







. The authe says it is almost always easier to re







leading a process of peace and heal-
ing. I was sceptical yet Yearning for
longer-term solutions.

Thad seen the reconciliation efforts
of the government that had taken
form of speeches and taralala. People
were supposed to forget everything
and move on through one day of song
were filled with pain and mistrust.

hough difficult, I was willing to
challenge my comfort zone, T went
along through varions training pro-
-grams,

‘There was an attempt to bring peo-
ple from all sectors that were deeply
affected. Often I found myself the
only person of T idian origin and only
non-Christian in these spaces. Others
were invited but did not engage.

There was gz two-week dialogue
forum in Suva. Members of the dis-
banded Counter Revolutionary War-
fare unit (not involved in the mutiny),

counsellors for political prisoners,

‘dren were being

8 L 8 15x
t | Sy
e ——

‘ Sacd: et
o : e
J

Later I discovered that those who

tional matanigasau and apologised to
the tenant communities. Tears were
shed and both communities claim

As part of our training we had ste-
reotype workshops. I grew up listen-
ing to negative narratives ahout in-

ige; us people. T was shocked to find
exactly the same stereotypes in the
other community, ous chil-
scared that the “Indi-
anman?'willabdnctirm&naughtm

Incidentally, last month when I was
shopping at a supermarket T smiled
when I heard an iTaukei mother try-
ing to control her toddler by telling
the child “Ja, garaung na yalewa ni
Idia”. The child stared at me and I
smiled back!

How we confuse our children — we
teach them to mistrust and then ex-

Indigenous Fijians did not have a

oice as my ancestors were dumped
on their land and expected to use
their sacred resources.

In the narratives of our pain we
often have forgotten to express our
gratitude to the people of the land,
I learned during my painful journey
from May 19 that it’s easier to re-
member the pain we suffered then to
acknowledge the goodness around us
that contribute to our sustenance. It
is time for us to look deeper in our-
selves:

Anger and hatred will not bind us
as a people. A lot has happened in
our past, we cannot go back, we can
move forward to try and improve our
future.

This May 191 ask all of my heritage
as we remember the pain our ances-
tors have gone through to sustain us,
try and reach out and learn about the
Dain of the descendants of theirhosts
and let us balance our narrative,

B Sashi Kiran is the founder of an
NGO. The views expressed are hers
and not of this newspaper.
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The Fiji Locally Managed Marine Areas Network (FLMMA) is one of the seven
. countries in the region under the

Global Locally Managed Marine Area Network
e = that_prumutsscummunﬂy—baseﬂadapbva‘managementsinceeaﬂy"&'ﬂﬁ. FLMME

in 2001 and fater registered a5 a charitable association work:
-t - - ~| o promote and encourage the preservation, protection and Sustainable use of

Managed Marine Ar (LMMA)

marine resources in Fiji by the u
| 15 partnership between government departments, resource consarvation NGOs,

academic institutions, community

sers of maring resources. The FLMMA network

conservation practitioners and I goligoli owners.

The FLMMA website (http: org/fifi) provides an appreciation

and a context of FLMMA,

1 Vacancy Position: COUNTRY COORDINATOR
Term: 3 years

The Country Coordinator will provide leadership for the exiting new direction of -
FLMMA as global and regional leader in community at heart natural resource

and networking skills and experience and will be responsible to oversee and
manage the overall organisation's strategic direction, partnerships, fundraising
and management of the FLMMA Network,

Principle Responsibilties:

The main responsibilities of the position are:

i.  Project/ Program Management at national and community level

il. - Program Development, Resource Mobilization and fundraising

iii, Network Management and core rofe

V. Board of Trustees responsibilties

vi. - Partnership building and Maintenance

vii. Membership and orientation

viil. ‘To carry out other duties detormined by the Executive Committee

ix. Manage and implement FLMMA commitments and obligations as member

of LMMA Network (regional and global)




This is the perfect sightseeing cruise if you just wish

T i o stay onboard and see the startling beauty of the
Mamanuca Islands,

T2 Vacancy Pasition: FLMMA Secretary TR N =
Term: ' 3 years

This position is office-based and intended to facilitate the flow of administrative

B e andlugisticaloparaﬁunsanLMMAﬂatmrh. e e e ———

| Principle Responsibilities: i .

— | The main responsibilities of the position are: =

. Ensuring all FLMMA meetings are effectively organised and minuted

Maintaining effective records and administration o e

Upholding the legal requirements of governing documents, charity law

Communication and correspondence 7 e

to ensure a proper record of meetings are circulated and maintained

to ensure facilitation of financial matters and related errands of FLMMA iy | BT

|
|
|
PN oo

== | Full details on specific responsibilities, requirements and remuneration packages g -
and lodging an application for both positions can be obtained from : ;
= i or contact: T
Margaret Vakalalabure
—_— FLMMA Secretariat Office B e
G/0 Department of Fisheries
— P 0. Box 3165, Lami. T
E-mail:
- B Phone: 3361122 or 9353009 =
Fax: 3363500
—_— A‘pplbaﬁmsﬁmlﬁdayl&lhﬂchberzms —_—

i
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- has offered Fiji and the Pacific Island Countrics,

By RACHNA LAL

- Fiji iﬁmvited“tﬁoﬁzi_tten(f hi !

The People’s Republic of China has invited
our Government to the leaders opening ceremo-
ny and the ministerial seminar of the 2nd China-
Pacific Island Countries Economic Development
and Co-operation Forum.

This would be held in Guangzhou, China,

from November 910 12. . o~

The Permanent Secretary for Industry
Trade, Shaheen Al confirmed this,

Mr Al ﬂlisweekhustedahigh-leve!
ﬁonﬁnmChiua,ledbyComseilarFa@Quichen
to discuss this uy ing seminar.

Hgsaiddiesmﬁnar\villbeathmdedbymp

1 busimssesﬂnmmdehinaandisanoppmu

ttmityﬁn:f’ijianbusinmestocreatelinksand

“Tn order to boost participation from the Pa-
countries, the Chinese :
two free booths each.”
Mr Al said the Ministry witl be liaising with
jmnbuancssmnmmy in order o ensure

" theFi _ _
j\*xgtﬁﬁﬁﬂty:'parﬂc@atesatme&ﬁm]m-

- hese exports to Fiji, outweighed Fijian exports

Go

- mekdeveiumnpeds-'

gh level forum 21 China

~ amounted $384.5 milfion inzmz,hoge{v@ q‘§ o .HZ 28/13

»

info China by %pa‘centolf'totaitrade,”hesﬁd.
“The Chinese vemment for more than

4 5 providing support and

sistance to Fiji and the regi - s
‘ﬁheseassistmca’]oanshavebemtargﬁedto-

The Permanent Secretary for Industry and
Trade, Shaheen Ali (right) with Fang Oiuchen,

Counsellor of American and Oceanian Affairs of
Chian’s Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM),

tional Green Innovative Products & Technologies

Show/PICs Commodity Exhibiti

Improving trade
l\drAlisaidthemeetingalsodimmsedmeas-
ures {o improve the current trade flow between
Fiji and China,
“Bilateral trade between Fiji and Ching

Inese delegation applauded the ad.

vancement that Fiji has made in the information
¢ techgology‘(m sector together with

the hi
. “Chmalsgiobaﬂy'mimportam, which the Pa-
cific or Fiji cannot afford to ignore,
“Bothsidesagreedﬂmtﬂmisanew-toin-
maseﬂ;emnceofFﬁiannmﬁeandglmn
products in the Chinese market.”
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Northern Fiji
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Children of Kavewa Island start a mangrove planting activity with freshly picked mangrove propagules,
between g Community withstandin

g the tremendous force of a storm surge such as the one seen during the
Young children of Kavewa in Macuata strengthen thej;

ine through planting of mangroves. The people
hunters are now using their indigenous knowledge to pbrotect inste
2 Picture: SUPPLIED
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Migrations of green turtles in the central South Pacific
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Abstract

Migrations of seven post-nesting green turtles at Rose Atoll (American Samoa) were tracked by satellite transmitters in 1993—-1995.
Most turtles migrated 1600 km to foraging areas in Fiji and occupied home ranges averaging 27 km?, Additional tag recaptures from
other studies indicate a common pattern of turtle movement in the central South Pacific region. In total, the 26 recaptures of primarily
post-nesting turtles from French Polynesia, American Samoa. and Cook Islands showed a similar course of direction and destination:
96% migrated westward after nesting. with 58% going specifically to Fiji. We propose that this pattern reflects the lower availability
of turtle food east of Fiji where most islands are small, steep and have limited areas suitable for seagrass or algal growth. In con-
trast, Fiji's extensive pastures of seagrass and algae appear to be a significant resource for many green turtles in the region. These

turtles apparently spend most of their adult life in Fijian waters, taking only brief migrations to other islands to nest.

) 2003 Elscvier Ltd. All rights reserved.

Keywords: Sea turtle: Chelonia mydas; Migration; South Pacific; American Samoa; Fiji

1. Introduction

Most stocks of the green turtle Chelonia mydas in the
United States-affiliated Pacific islands (except Hawaii)
have seriously declined and should probably be classi-
fied as ‘endangered’ rather than ‘threatened’ under the
Endangered Species Act (National Marine Fisheries
Service and United States Fish and Wildlife Service,
1998). The World Conservation Union similarly lists the
global population of green turtles as ‘endangered’
(Seminoff, 2002). The major threats to these stocks are
human harvests of turtles and eggs, both within areas of
US jurisdiction and on shared stocks when they migrate
outside US jurisdiction. To protect these stocks, it is
essential to determine where they migrate during differ-
ent stages of their life cycle.

Green turtles often migrate great distances between
nesting and feeding areas (summarized by Hirth, 1993,
1997), but such information in the South Pacific is rudi-
mentary because the region is geographically large and
contains thousands of islands. Available data indicate

* Corresponding author. Fax: + 1-684-633-7085.
E-mail address: peter_craig@nps.gov (P. Craig).

0006-3207/03/$ - see front matter © 2003 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

doi:10.1016/80006-3207(03)00217-9

extensive migrations across the South Pacific (South
Pacific Regional Environmental Programme, 1993,
1998). In this paper, we report on the migrations of
post-nesting green turtles tagged at Rose Atoll National
Wildlife Refuge (American Samoa) and review migra-
tion patterns of this species in the central South Pacific
region. Rose Atoll (14° 32’ S, 168° 08’ W), is a small,
remote coral reef where green turtles have been tagged
intermittently for several decades (Balazs, 1996). The
turtle population there is small—Tuato’o-Bartley et al.
(1993) estimated that there might be 24-36 nesting
females there annually. The limited information about
green turtles at Rose Atoll, and elsewhere in the
Samoan Archipelago, has been reported by: Satchet
(1954); Balazs (1982), Witzell (1982); Tuato’o-Bartley et
al. (1993); Balazs et al. (1994); Grant et al. (1997); and
Utzurrum (2002).

2. Methods

Telonics ST-3 satellite transmitters were deployed on
seven nesting green turtles at Rose Atoll during the nest-
ing seasons of 1993-1995 (an eighth tag malfunctioned).



"Batibasaga, A., Waqainabete, S., Qaugau, A., 2006. Notes on Fijian sea t}xrtles:
Estimates on population status. Information provided for Sea Turtle Working Group
Meeting Nadave/CATD, 31st May- 1st June".

Notes on Fijian Sea Turtles: Estimates on population status.

Aisake Batibasaga, Sunia Wagainabete and Alifereti Qaugau, Fisheries Department, P.O Box 3165 Lami, FIJ|
Information provided for Sea Turtle Working Group Meeting — Nadave / CATD 31 May — I* June 2006]

Sea turtles represent an ancient and distinctive part of the worlds biodiversity and has existed in
the geological time scale for more than 100 million years (IUCN/SSC, 1995), and have played an
important role in the cultures, legends and diets of coastal communities in the Pacific. For Fijian,
sea turtles were traditionally regarded as sacred, and its harvest was accompanied by a sacred lore
or rituals, and where its consumption was reserved only to chiefs and those of higher social
standings in the Fijian communities of that time. Turtle hunting then, was the responsibilities of
the gonedau clan, with their head called the runidau (Guinea, 1993), and whose members were
gifted in sea turtle fishing, and were conversant with natural history and sea turtle folklore, and

whose harvest were largely conservative,

However, with the erosion of traditional values and the introduction of the market economy in
Fiji from the mid 1950°s, exacerbated by ever-increasing human population, sea turtles are now
fighting for survival as overharvesting, habitat changes, decadal climatic changes, marine
pollution and increase coastal infrastructure developments interferes with sea turtle foraging,»

nesting and breeding sites.
Sea Turtles found in Fiji

Out of the six (6) species of sea turtles found within the Indo-Pacific and the Pacific Region, four

species are found in Fijian waters. The four species, in order of abundance, are as follows;

Green Turtle (Chelonya mydas) : Vonu dina
Hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata): Taku

woN e

Loggerhead turtle (Carreta carretta) : Tuvonu or Guru

4. Leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea) : Tutuwalu or Dakulaca
Anecdotal reports on sightings of the Olive Ridley turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea) has previously
been documented, but has seldom been substantiated or verified, and the few dead carcasses

found could have been brought in by Foreign Tuna Long Line Fishing vessels.

Recent Fisheries estimates (from 2000) of each sea turtle stocks in Fiji, are as follows ;



e QGreen turtles - 4,000 — 6,000 (all age groups)
e Hawksbill turtle - 3,000 — 5,000 (all age groups)
e Loggerhead turtle - 500 — 750 (largely adults)

e Leatherback turtles 100 - 300 (adults mainly)

The above estimates have been derived from foraging ground sightings, past history on harvest
level from both commercial and subsistence harvest, and needs further data collection from the

field for validation.

For example, in 1996, there was a reported count of 35 Loggerhead turtles sold around the Suva
area, and two were taken in Kiuva, as well as three in Kaba village, which were largely caught in

gillnets (and were incidental or opportunistic catches from gillnets for the two villages).
Nestings :

Three species with the exception of the Loggerhead turtles, are known to nest in Fiji. The last
remaining nesting sites for Green turtles are small isolated islands, and sand isles north of
Taveuni. These sites are found within the Hemskercq and the Ringgold Reef Systems (positions :
16°43°157S - 16°18°007S and 179°26°30”"W - 179°24°30”W).

The nesting of Hawksbill turtles are more widespread in Fiji, but in very small standing
populations. Nestings are more common on the Eastern and Southern parts of the Fiji Groups.
One of the last major nesting site for hawksbills is Namena Lala island (17.25°S, 179.1°E)
which use to have above 120 nests per season from the early 1980°s. Namenalala had been
proposed to be a national marine park area, and had been instituted to be one from 2001 through

-

the agreement of the traditional fishing right owners.

The nesting by hawksbill turtles in the South Pacific region may occur all year around as it does
in Micronesia and the Solomon Islands or be restricted to a few months of the year as in Western
Samoa and Fiji. In general, the major nesting period of hawksbill turtles in the South Pacific
appears to be September through March; and year round nesting occurs in the Western Pacific
(Limpus & Parmenter, 1986)

Nesting Statistics in Fiji (estimates from 2000)

a) Green turtles - 50-75

b) Hawksbill turtle - 150 - 200

c) Leatherback turtle - 20-30 (opportunistic or sporadic nestings from other
rookeries)

d) Loggerhead turtles not known to nest in Fiji (just recruited from other

populations in the Pacific)

e



Nesting statistics as indicator of sea turtle populations :

Present knowledge and data supports the fact that sea turtles in Fiji have been substantially over-
fished from the last 20 years (since the 1980°s), as supported by nesting data and measurements

on harvested turtles (shell carapace length measurements).

For example, Makogai Island used to support a large population of nesting hawksbills from the
1970’s (historical information states that nest counts were up to 100 then), including a sub-
population of nesting green turtles (Vonu dina). The last green aturtle observed nesting at
Makogai Island was in 1984 [refer to Annex I for Hawksbill nest counts Jrom Makogai Island
(1997-2002), as well as Namena Lala Island).

The best indicator for sea turtle population health and trends is the percentage nesting population.
If nest counts are decreasing, then this is a clear indication that turtle population are declining,

and usually from over-harvesting.

The Fisheries Department have noted that the greatest threat to sea turtles in F iji, is not traditional
or subsistence take, but commercial harvest for their meat. An estimated 400-500 Green turtles
are killed in Fiji each year, which in itself is unsustainable in the long term, and could only be
noticed after 20-30 years (when turtles surviving for these cohorts or generation are to first enter

the breeding population, which is usually between 25-50 years for green and hawksbill turtles).

From the given data from Makogai and Namena Lala, it is obvious that hawksbill nest counts are
all rapidly declining, and could be decimated within the next 2-3 decades, and this clearly shows
turtle stocks are decreasing rapidly hence the need for pro-active management and species
protection. Harvest data also indicates that sea turtles being killed are well below adult or
breeding stages, and are mostly sub-adults and juveniles. The above data (see Annex.1) shows
that nesting hawksbill in Makogai island ,and other nesting sites should be closely monitored ,as
these nesting populations may not be able to recover if killing or harvesting of sea turtles

continues unchecked in Fiji for the next few years.

Age class of Green and Hawksbill Turtles in Fiji.

Age Class Green Turtle (GR) Hawksbill (HKB) Estimated % of
Population
Adults (able to breed) | > 90 cm (above 90cm) | >75cm (above 75cm) | GR=<10
HKB = <18%




GR=15%

Adults / Large Sub- 80-90cm 65-75cm
Adults HKB = <20%
Sub - Adults 75-80cm 55-65cm GR =20%
HKB = <1 2%
Age Class Green Turtle (GR) Hawksbill (HKB) Estimated % of
Population
Small Sub-Adults / 70 —75¢m 50-55¢cm GR=>5%
large juveniles HKB=> 15%
Juveniles <60cm (less than <50cm (less than GR =>50%
60cm) >0cm) HKB=>45%

Sizes given (in cm) are for shell or curve carapace length (CCL).

It is estimated that adult population (breeding class) are very low (below 10% for Green turtles
and around 18% for Hawksbills). Green turtle population in Fiji is estimated to be currently
below 4500 and Hawksbill at 3,000. The percentage estimates have been derived from the past
catch data (see for example, data for Nabukalou Creek: annex 2).

It is obvious from previous data that the bulk of sea turtles harvested and killed in Fiji from the
last 10 years are juveniles (above 90% of catches). This is also supported by a thesis study on

“Effect of Tourism on Sea turtle population” by Manasa Sovaki (1995).

It takes 25-50 years before Green and Hawksbill turtles reach adult stages or for a female to be
able to enter the breeding population and be able lay eggs for the first time. The longer time
periods taken before reproduction is true for all the other sea turtle species, except the

Leatherbacks which first reaches reproductive age at around 14-15 years,

One of the largest nestings of leatherback turtles in the Indo-Pacific region occurs in Irian Jaya,
Papua, where estimated number of nesting females has been between 2,300 —3,000 between April
and October 1984, and since then dropped to between 450 — 600 females for the April — August
counts in 2001 (Hitipeuw and Maturbong, 2002). Peak nesting seasons in Irian Jaya are from
May to September. It is proposed that the leatherback nestings made in Fiji are opportunistic
nestings, which occurs sporadically from migrating or visiting females that traditionally nests in

the Solomons, Australia, Papua New Guinea and Irian Jaya.

The loggerheads that are found in Fiji are in all probability belonging to the Australian stocks,
that nests in Mon Repos, Queensland or perhaps some recruited from the Japanese stocks, as the
only two largest nesting populations for loggerhead turtles in the Southern Hemisphere are found

in Australia and Japan (Bowen et. al, 1994),



There were only 16 sightings for loggerheads around Bua (Yadua Island and The Great Sea Reef)
from 1994 — 1995, but there were thirty-five (35) loggerheads sold at the Vatuwaqa and Suva
market in 1996

Habitats

Although having a lot of biological similarities, the different types of sea turtles, are known to

have distinct foraging and nesting habitat units.
Green sea turtles,

Green sea turtles are herbivorous, and feed mostly on seagrass species including Syringodium
isoetifoleum and Gracilaria, and utilize the large seagrass beds that are predominant in many
coastal areas in the Fijian archipelago, notable of which are in the islands of the Lomaiviti Group,
and in the coastal lagoons and inshore sand flats of Vanua Levu, and particularly the seagrass
beds of the Udu Point areas, which is equally frequented by hawksbill turtles (thus the site for
hawksbill sea turtle poisoning in Fiji). The problem could be largely due to heavy metal
poisoning (mercury, lead and arsenic) that may have oozed out into the coastal zones from the old

Nukudamu copper mines since the 1960s, and even before mining began there.

- ﬂéeag;asé_bed_s are also abundant in the Yasawa and Mamanuca groups, and | include ’[_lie i_;lands of
the North and Southern Lau groups, and the Hemskercq and Ringgold reefs, where the last
nestings of green turtles are to be found in Fiji, and Southwest, from Duff reef and moving

downward to Vanua Balavu, and its isolated sand isles and small uninhabited islands.

Included on seagrass foraging areas are that of Viti Levu (North-east areas such as is the vicinit);"
between Suva and Ovalau), and the North-west end of Viti Levu, which includes islands with

coral reef areas, and seagrass beds such Beqa and Vatulele.

Hawksbill sea turdes — the hawksbill habitats is found throughout the Fiji archipelago, as they are
associated with shallow waters of both fringing and barrier reefs, usually found in the vicinity of
coral reefs and seagrass beds, foraging for its food. The diet of the hawksbill turtles includes sea
sponges, ascidians, and crustaceans such as reef crabs, jellyfish, bivalves, gastropods, algae and
seagrass. Since hawksbills also forage on seagrass and algae in the vicinity of the coral reefs and
associated deep lagoonal channels, they can be found together with green sea turtles, and usually
feed at night. They have distinct resting sites within their foraging areas, and may forage within a

7-10 kilometer radius.

Leatherback sea turtles — are not really residents to Fiji waters, and are in all probability simply
passing through, and which have rockeries in the Solomons, Australia, Papua New Guinea, and
Irian Jaya. Since they are largely oceanic species, feeding mostly on jellyfish in the open ocean,

-, . * 5



traversing great distances, which may end up in Fiji and Tonga, and during those times may nest
opportunistically, even though it is a few thousand (3-5,000) kilometers away from its traditional
nesting sitcs.'AIthough the numbers occurring in Fiji are very small, its significance is still
important, due to the overall very low numbers in the South Pacific region, and most would

simply be passing through, being assisted by westerly moving ocean currents (Guinea, 1993).

Loggerhead sea turtle — (Carretta carretta) are also to be found in-shallow waters within both
fringing and barrier reef systems. It is a slow moving sea turtle compared to the other species, and
has a large head and thick jaws for crushing its food, which is made up largely of crustaceans
(mostly crabs), and mollusks (bivalves and gastropod shells), ascidians and sponges. They are
commonly caught both accidentally on gillnets, as well as set turtle nets along the Suva and Kaba
peninsular, and have moved out or are not to be found where active fishing, and heavy fishing
pressures are applied. A large number of the existing populations are to be found in isolated reef
systems, such as the Great Sea reef, the Hemskercq and Ringgold reef systems, north of Taveuni,

and in the Central and Southern Lau group, and other isolated reef systems.
Migration Patterns

Sea turtles are migratory species. Some would cover large distances to move between their
foraging (feeding) and nesting grounds. Green sea turtles have been recorded to migrate up to
3,000 kilometers (and above) between this two sites, as can be observed between Fiji and Scilly
Atoll (French Polynesia), Fiji and American Samoa, Fiji and the Solomon Islands, Fiji and the
Cook Islands, and vice versa. The migration patterns of other species is less clear as compared to
the green turtles, which may be due largely to paucity in tagging and other associated research
programs, for the other species in the South Pacific. Hawksbill and Green sea turtles nesting and
tagged in Australia have been recovered in Vanua ‘Levu, Fiji from the early 1990s; a distance of
well over 3,000 kilometres.

From the genetic analyses of 98 Green sea turtles collected from the Suva market in 1996 and
early 1997, the most common halotypes were from French Polynesia (36.7%) and Fiji (25.5%),
where a total of 18 halotypes (genetic codes) were identified), but only three (3) samples

collected were nesting females from Fiji.

Recorded in the broad preliminary observations were the following Green sea turtle stocks from:
1. French Polynesia 3. Southern Great Barrier reef (SGBR)
2. Northen Great Barrier Reef (NGBR) 4. Fiji Stock (Dutton, P.H., 1997)

A post-nesting migration of a female Green Turtle from Palmerston Island in the Cooks (tagged
with satellite tags) showed that the turtles had to travel back to Vatulele Island (its foraging
ground) in Fiji, after nesting there in November 2000. The turtles left Palmerston Island on 8"

- . - 6



February 2001, arriving at Vatulele Island on 1* April of the same year, having traveled 2,148km,

at a transit time of 52 days and at a mean speed of 1.7km/hr. Tagging information from other

nesting sites in the region has shown that more than 60% of sampled post nesting turtles migrate

back to Fiji, to their foraging grounds there.
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Status, scope and trends of the legal and illegal international trade in
marine turtles, its conservation impacts, management options and
mitigation priorities

Comments from IUCN CEESP/SSC Sustainable Use and Livelihoods

relationships, and engaging local support for conservation. Exploring such “Possibilities beyond
Protection” in the broader Pacific region was indeed the focus of the recent IUCN SSC Marine

- * Conservation that relies solely on government enforcement capacity is unrealistic and can
alienate communities hence lessen conservation;
* The problem has not been traditional harvest but 'commercial greed'; similar conclusions have
been reached in other regions. In Costa Rica, for example, managed harvest has been shown to
promote local support for and “buy-in” for conservation (Campbell 2007). F urther, imposition of

external values of turtles on to local communities can cause tensions and conflict (Kinan &
Dalzell 2004), which may impede rather than promote robust and equitable conservation.
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MINISTRY r FISHERIES wa
FIJI NATIONAL SEA TURTLE CONSERVATION WORKSHOP
17lh July, 2018 '
S‘Elﬁlio 6 Conference Room, Suva
Workshop Objectives
® Gathering data and sharing information on sea turtle projects that have been
undertaken by the respective organizations and over the years;
® Review the National Sea Turtle Recovery Plan;
® Discussion on the Way Forward.
Tentative Workshop Programs
Time Session Lead
8am Registration Volunteer
8:30am Welcome Director of Fisheries
Prayer Methodist Church
8:35am Opening Speech Minister of Fisheries
8:50am Introduction of Participants Fisheries
—o0am—Intraduction of workshop Ohjectives — Figharies
9:15am  Global overview of Sea Turtle Status IUCN/ SPREP
9:30am National Conservation Efforts (History and update) Fisheries
9.45am Projects — Community projects Dau ni Vonu WWF
10am  LaJe Rotuma Turtle Project Laje Rotuma
10:15am Morning Tea Fisheries Labasa
10:35am Mamanuca Environment Society MES
10:50pm Hawksbill Conservation Treasure Island
11:05pm Genetic Research USP (Dr. Piovanno)
11:20pm Fisheries Bycatch and Exemption permits Offshore Fisheries
11:40pm EPS Act Ministry of
Environment
12pm  Key Outcomes of Divisional Consultations WWF
12.15pm Group Work Fisheries
1. Identification of Turtle Projects/ harvesting in
different divisions

2. Challenges and Solutions
3. Recommendations for Way Forward

12:35pm Report back

ipm Lunch

1:45pm Data feedback and Recovery Plan review WWF

2pm Traditional use/ conservation of sea turtles USP (Dr. Veitayaki)
2:20pm Group Work WWEF/ Fisheries

1. Activities needed Recovery Plan themes
3pm Afternoon Tea

3:15pm  Report back from Groups WWF
3:45pm Wrap-up . Fisheries
4pm  Close of Meeting WWEF-Pacific

Representative



FASTERN DIVISION . i 4
_ [
Rotuma .
177 177 Thikembia
On same scale
3 A @ | [ /
< Vetauua
L T
Uil Nggele Levu
*Lighthousa
Niliin Nilrim
Titwy o |
R ATl / < _ m _ O z . ghlukumbasanga
: NOR T H.E /D | Noamesr
[ _-_: Tr R, i *
. Mathuata.i- _,___. ‘ ~ e Ha .wvi_,lﬁn.w.m \
NMANUA LENU el bl
{ ' % Yo \) Rambi vy, 27 Yanutha
? 1 ﬂ _r.......x.._i f ..,_. \ .
(%) Yangganga <. g™ 1
0 / . .x .{?::.. _ "_
Y @ Yalewa Kalou ' Kioa
i ﬁ-ﬂw
o . : L ) o Lighthous
d -} | (= 59 =
&\mﬂsﬁ E, b rata r & \& . \4‘ rﬂwwhmtn?mﬁm A/O \.\ Wailang!
Ao _._-_.is@ %anu _.n__.:_.:?__: g&f N : x )_,, \/ § \\ .ﬁ%w ﬁﬁ;hmh@ﬂ_, i * \.\.
D 2.““““-».__ ’ BLIGH _, : g __u._._‘ 1 .,__‘._.___._____._.:_ OV\.. _..ur..ru._.w..o\.nh. ALy Va
MH““. awa Levu ?...:.?x.i-... ,...p_ -_. anisoni e 5 Vunis Pt / .
anggeta B T = f
. goa WATER outh Caps Naitaumba
[
iz
{ __ k—mcmﬁ m._::h:,..nen. K, .-...P. z..r-ﬁ_ i ZE:BEFF *@ Malima
T s a T
. = Islands
~ ~h
._v o Voii Voli Pt M.\Zun-:_. -:Ra Vatudd-R - _ ./, ‘w..m«rmn?nv et o,
zr_v. & {1, I Nananu-i- Thak s N ,
\ Waya Lailai < _ ._. _ VWHKM C 5 G; d m_"“”_“ Wha i / Vet Thake __ o
akl f 4 ' | K
m ..—I m w Z & r» Wil —'m .\ .\ , Makendronga ﬂ.___..__.a___.- @ Vatu Vara
3 — Sl 7 A e ( Mango
= Vomo yipitay p g / .
g w Z;_:..-!._\.
_.n:_uorw il | _-A O _ﬂ O \
m - : | Wakaya
. :_ @W-«ﬁmhc S it
F Landani /_ Vg Lighthoue O Thithia
/ Musturiki m.U Mbatiki L
Loty e | |\, Nairal
fo
3 > L /_
Mbau parmb Sawaiek. r...s..//_ e e — V - - m e \D S z&-._..iﬂu...
i Kaniba FT __ ,&/W.»My zmhﬁ
| =

N
- Eun_._m.ﬂ__w.‘cs

O Vanua Vatu

B




IUCN-SSC MARINE TURTLE
SPECIALIST GROUP

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE
SOUTH PACIFIC

Conservation of Sea Turtles within the Cultural Context of Oceania -
Possibilities Beyond Protection

Workshop Dates: July 19-21, 2018 Venue: U'niversity of the South Pacific
Suva, Republic of Fiji

Convened by George H. Balazs and Thierry M. Work, Co-Chairs for the Oceania Region of the IUCN/SSC

Marine Turtle Specialist Group; in Cooperation with the Government of Fiji Ministry of Fisheries (Aisake
Batibasaga and Saras Sharma); the University of the South Pacific (Susanna Piovano); and members and
associate colleagues of the Oceania Region of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group.

AGENDA: THURSDAY, JULY 19, 2018 - DAY 1

ROOM: USP AUDITORIUM

TIME TITLE PRESENTER
9:00-9:15 AM Welcoming Remarks and Prayer of Blessing  Coveners and Pastor
for the People of Oceania and Their Sea
Turtles.

Welcome to the USP.

¥

9:15-9:50 AM Key Note Presentation: Poachers or

. “= =~ Protectors? Sustainable use, incentives, and
engagement of local communities in
conservation efforts

X 9:50-10:25 AM Key Note Presentation: The Wanderings of
a Field Naturalist in the Jungles of
Sustainable Use

X 10:25-10:50 AM Special Award Ceremony, Group Photo and
Morning Tea ————

Professor Derrick Armstrong,
Deputy Vice-Chancellor

Rosie Cooney
Chair, IUCN/SSC Sustainable Use
and Livelihoods Specialist Group

rosie.cooney@gmail.com

Grahame Webb

Chair, IUCN/SSC Crocodile
Specialist Group and Member
Australasia Region MTSG

gwebb@wmi.com.au

SESSION 1: Research-Related Stewardship of Turtle Resources

10:50-11:10 AM Magnifying the impact of field research: ™ Marc Rice

Involving students produces scientists and
conservationists

)< 11:10-11:30 AM Genetic mating system of hawksbill turtle in\"

Fiji

X11:30-11:50 AM Origin of green sea turtles in Fijian foraging
grounds

Hawaii Preparatory Academy {

mrice@hpa.edu

Shritika Prakash
University of the South Pacific
shritika.prakash@gmail.com

Susanna Piovano
University of the South Pacific
susanna.piovano@usp.ac.fj
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Conservation of Sea Turtles within the Cultural Context of Oceania -
Possibilities Beyond Protection

Workshop Dates:

July 19-21, 2018

Venue: University of the South Pacific

Suva, Republic of Fiji

AGENDA: FRIDAY, JULY 20, 2018 - DAY 2

ROOM: SEP PROJECTS LAB

TIME

TITLE

PRESENTER

SESSION 3 CONT'D: Cultural and Traditional Stewardship of Turtle Resources

9:30-9:40 AM
9:40-10:00 AM

10:00-10:20 AM

10:20-10:40 AM

10:40-11:05 AM

11:05-11:30 AM

11:30 AM-12:45 PM
12:45- 3:15 PM

3:15-3:30PM

Opening Remarks and Announcements

Community based turtle
conservation: Case study of the Dau ni
Vonu community turtle monitors network

L'implication des populations locales dans
la conservation et la gestion des tortues
marines en Polynésie francaise (The
involvement of local populations in the
conservation and management of marine
turtles in French Polynesia)

Community Based Sea Turtle Conservation:
Experiences from Tetepare Descendants
Association, Solomon Islands

The way forward; more top down or more
bottom up?

Custom and Consumption, Lore and Law:
The Legal Duality of Sea Turtle Resources in
Papua New Guinea

Lunch Break

Free-Flow Friendly Group Discussion on
Oceania Cultural and Traditional Uses of
Turtles - including harvest, consumption,
commercial use, conservation,
sustainability, and the diversity of related
topics. Talking Points, including questions
and expression of views, will arise

solely from the participants derived from
the array of presentations by speakers at
the workshop.

Laitia Tamata
WWEF South Pacific Fiji
[tamata@wwipacific.org

Miri Tatarata
Direction de L'environement de
Polynesie Francaise

miri.tatarata @gmail.com

Katy Soapi
University of the South Pacific
katy.soapi@usp.ac.fi

Francis Hickey

Vanuatu Cultural Centre /
National Museum
francishi@vanuatu.com.vu
Jeff Kinch

Papua New Guinea National
Fisheries Authority's National
Fisheries College

Facilitated by Graham Webb
and Rosie Coney

Next Steps - Ideas and Discussion. Day 2 Close of Workshop.
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WORKSHOP BACKGROUND

As indicated below, our workshop title and focus are directly linked to the theme of the 38th
International Sea Turtle Symposium held in Kobe, Japan in February 2018, We take very seriously
Symposium President Matsuzawa's words that we need "the start of a new conversation to look
forward",

Our Workshop Title:
"Conservation of Sea Turtles within the Cultural Context of Oceania - Possibilities Beyond Protection”

Our workshop title and focus will give us a great opportunity to respectfully exchange views, ne\n}s,
knowledge, disagreements, and conservation ideas that all-to-often have not been openly discussed at
prior Pacific gatherings for sea turtles. Workshop conveners George Balazs and Thierry Work want the
workshop to be "the start of a new conversation”. We draw these words, and the idea for the workshop
title, from the Presidential Declaration and Theme of the 38th International Sea Turtle Symposium held
in Kobe, Japan in February 2018. The declaration reads as follows in English along with translations into
Fijian, French, Baslama, Pjin, and Hindi.

The Kobe Declaration: Beyond Protection of Sea Turtles

At the 38" International Sea Turtle Symposium in Kobe, Japan, on 20 February 2018, a panel of
international sea turtle experts have taken an important step forward in discussing issues surrounding
the idea of moving beyond protection. The panel members encourage further dialogue on the need for
flexible and diverse conservation and management strategies in accordance with sea turtle population
status, management context, scientific knowledge, local and traditional knowledge, socioeconomic
needs, and cultural considerations.

As the President of the 38" International Sea Turtle Symposium, | commit to respecting the diversity in
conservation and management strategies. | recognize that the path to thriving sea turtle populations
may differ with each community, culture, country, and region that have shared populations of sea
turtles, and | declare this moment as the start of a new conversation to look forward beyond

the protection of sea turtles.

Yoshimasa Matsuzawa

FIJIAN TRANSLATION by Esther Tora
Na Veidinadinati mai Kobe (Kobe Declaration): Na Nodra Tagomaki na Vonu

E ra a mai duavata na dauvakadidike ena nodra bula na vonu mai na veiyasai vuravura e na i ka 38 ni
bose ka vakayacori mai Kobe, Javani e nai kai 20 ni Feverueri, 2018, ka vakatokai na “International Sea
Turtle Symposium”, me laurai na veika me baleti ira na vonu e na taudaku ni nodra maroroi.

E ra a duavata na vosa e na ulutaga bibi ogo me dikevi na vei gaunisala eso me baleta na nodra maroroi
na vonu ka dikevi na veika me baleta na kedra iwiliwili, na | tuvatuva ni nodra tagomaki, na kila vaka
sainisi, na kila vaka itaukei, na kena sema ki na bula veimaliwai kei na gagadre vakavanua.

E na noqu itutu vakaveiliutaki e na i ka 38 ni bose ka vakatokai na ‘International Sea Turtle Symposium’
au via vakadeitaka na noqu doka na veigaunisala eso e garavi kina na nodra maroroi ka tagomaki na
vonu,
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Conservation of Sea Turtles within the Cultural Context of Oceania -
Possibilities Beyond Protection

Workshop Dates: July 19-21, 2018 Venue: University of the South Pacific
Suva, Republic of Fiji

AGENDA: SATURDAY, JULY 21,2018 - DAY 3 BURE — USP LOWER CAMPUS

TIME TITLE PRESENTER

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM: Hands-on health examination of a sea Lead by Thierry Work, DVM
turtle broukpitiikl @gmail.com
Demonstration satellite tagging of a sea Lead by Marc Rice using a
turtle and release into the ocean satellite tag donated to the

People of Fiji by the Hawaii
Preparatory Academy, Kamuela,
Hawaii

mrice@hpa.edu

24 Countries of the Oceania Region of the IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Specialist Group, “The
Global Authority on Marine Turtles”. https://mtsg.org. Regional Co-Chairs George H. Balazs
itsahonuworldinhawaii@hotmail.com and Thierry M. Work broukpitlikl@gmail.com.
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Au kila ni duidul na vei gaunisala eda muria ka qarava kina na nodra maroroi ka tagomaki na vonu me
rawa ni vakatubu kawa e na vei vanua, vei matatinu, vei wasewase ni vuravura eda dui bula kina.

Au via vakaraitaka talega i sai koya 0go nai tekitekivu ni noda veivosakitaka na veika me baleta na
ulutaga bibi oqoe na taudaku ni nodra maroroi ka tagomaki na vonu.

Yoshimasa Matusuzawa

ERENCH TRANSLATION by Thierry Work
La déclaration de Kobe: au-del de la protection des tortues marines

Lors du 38e Sympasium international sur les tortues marines  Kobe, au Japon, le 20 février-2018, un
groupe d'experts internationaux sur les tortues marines a franchi une étape importante dans les
discussions sur l'idée d'aller au-defa de la protection. Les membres du panel encouragent le diglogue sur
|a nécessité de stratégles de conservation et de gestion souples et variées en fonction du statut de
population, du contexte de gestion, des connaissances scientifiques, des connaissances locales et
traditionnelles, des besoins socioéconomiques et des considérations culturelles.

En tant que président du 38e Sympasium international sur les tortues de mer, je m'engage a respecter la
diversité des stratégies de conservation et de gestion. Je reconnais que le chemin vers des populations
abondantes de tortues marines peut différer avec chaque communauté, culture, pays et région qui
partagent des populations de tortues marines, et je déclare que ce moment marque le début d'une
nouvelle conversation pour aller au-dela de la protection des tortues.

Yoshimasa Matsuzawa

BISLAMA TRANSLATION by Francis Hickey
The Kobe Declaration: Nuifala Toktok long Protection blong Si Totel

Long 38th Intanasonal Si Totel Symposium long Kobe, Japan long Eebrari 20th 2018, wan grup blong ol
intansonal sientis blong totel oli bin takem wan impoten step fowad long storian blong go moa blong
bitem ol basik toktok blong protektem ol totel. Grup ia oli stap promotem mo starian long saed long nid
blong mo flexibul mo ol difdifren konsevasen mo manajmen strategis folem ol difdifren totel populasen
mo manajmen level, sientifik, local mo traditional save, mo socio-ekonomic mo kaljoral konsiderasens.

Olsem President blong 38th International Si Totel Symposium, mi stap stanap strong blong komit blong
respektem nid blong gat ol difdifren konsavasen mo manajmen strategi. Mo mi luk save se i save gat ol
difdifren rod blong ol totel populasen i kam fulap bakegen witem ol difren komunit, kalja, kantri mo
rijen wea oli sharem ol populasen blong ol si totel, mo mi markem tisfala taem noa ia we yumi save
startem wan nuifala tingting mo storian blong luk fowad blong ol nuifala toktok wea mbae i bitem blong
protektem nomo ol si totel.

saen: President blong 38th Intanasonal Si Total Symposium, Yoshimasa Matsuzawa

PJIN TRANSLATION by Jeff Kinch
Tok bilong Kobe Presiden: Lukautim stron lo Torosel bilong Solwara

Long namba 38 Intanesanel Kibung bilong Solwara Torosel long Kobe, Japan long 20 Febuari 2018, ol
intanesanel lain savaman bilong Solwara Torosel i wokim sampla bikpla tingting long ol rot bilong
strongim wok lukaut bilong ol torosel. 0l memba ilaik kisim sampla moa tingting lo wei bilong isi lo
lukautim na makim ol wei bilong lukautim populasan mak, save bilong ol saintis ol as peles na ol pasin
bling ol tumbuna, wei bilong mekim moni na kalsa bilong peles.
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AGENDA: THURSDAY, JULY 19,2018 - DAY 1 ROOM: USP AUDITORIUM
TIME TITLE PRESENTER
11:50 AM-12:10 PM Mapping spatial occurrence of seagrass Namrata Chand

meadows in Suva Lagoan University of the South Pacific

namrata ac@hotrail.com
12:10-12:30 PM 5ea Turtle Stranding and Rescue Network in Po-yu Wu

Taiwan National Museum of Marine
Biology and Aquarium, Taiwan
muwu@nmmba,gn\r.tw
12:30-1:50 PM LUNCH BREAK
SESSION 2: Tourism-Related stewardship of Turtle Resources ROOM: SEP PROJECTS LAB
1:50-2:10 PM Enhancing sustainable tourism through Marica Vakacolo
environment protection in the Mamanuca ~ Mamanuca Environment Society
Islands marica@mesfiji.org
2:10-2:30 PM Driving Innovation - Integrating and Sophie Dagoniyasi
Improving Head Starting as a Conservation  Treasure island Resort Fiji
Management Strategy 5oghiedagunigasi@gmail.com
2:30-2:50 PM TeAra The Way Forward with the Turtlesof  Jules Tamaariki
Rarotonga Ariki Holidays Rarotonga, Cook
Islands
arikiholidays@gmail.com
SPECIAL DISCUSSION SESSION ROOM: SEP PROJECTS LAB
2:50-3:20 PM Sea Turtle Satellite Tracking Linked to Fiji Susanna Piovano
susanna.giovano@usa.ac.fi
3:20-3:40 PM Afternoon Tea
SESSION 3: Cultural and Traditional Stewardship of Turtle Resources ROOM: SEP PROJECTS LAB
3:40-4:00 PM Qoli Tabu, Qoli Savsava: the sacred Joeli Veitayaki
traditions and practices of the turtle fishers  University of the South Pacific
of Qoma Island, Fiji joeﬁ.ve‘tta!aki@usp_.ac,ﬁ
4:00-4:20 PM Conservation Efforts Towards Management Saras Sharma
of Sea Turtles in Fiji Fiji Fisheries Ministry
saras.sharmaDZ{JS@gmaiLcom
4:20-4:40 PM Impacts of Turtle Protection on the Sea Aisake Batibasaga
Turtle Population of Fiji Fiji Fisheries Ministry
abatibasaga@gmail.com
4:40-5:00 PM Closing Remarks for Day 1
6:30 pm No host dinner get-together by all attendees wishing to do so.
Location to be announced.




Lui Bell = In Memoriam
Our Colleague, Friend, and Man of the Pacific Islands
February 24, 1956 to November 29, 2012

Lui opened every SPREP turtle meeting and training session with a prayer,
asking God to bless the participants and guide their work and decisions in
striving to conserve sea mrﬂesforthebeneﬁtoﬂhemaﬁneundlsland
ecosystems, and for the cultural needs of the people.

George Petro - In Memoriam
{center right in photo)

Departed 2013

Our Colleague, Friend, and the 'Voice of
the Turtle'in Vanuatu, left behind a
community that was inspired by his

conservation. His many activities,
including involvement in Wan
Smolbag, a dynamic theatre group and
non-governmental organization,
focused on community engagement
and cultural education.




Shop 10& 11
Corner of Joske & Gordon st,
Suva City, Central, Fiji.
PH: 3312002

EM: info@cafevictoriafiji.com
www.facebook.coma’cafevictoria




