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Historical Information for Turtle Tag 43487C&55"
George H. Balazs
Marine Turtle Research Program
NOAA Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Ceri=
2570 Dole Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2936 -
gbalazs@hon]ab.nmfs.hawaii.edu

Date Tag Position
712512002 RHF
7/25/2002 LHF

Interval

Date Encounter Location: TumorRank: NestingAct: Straight Carapace Month
7/25/2002 Near Shore  Molokai, Palaau, 0 - 71.3

Across Harbor
West - "A"

Historical Inforngtion for Turtle Tag J742

. 6 g George H. Balazs .
2 Marine Turtle Research Program
NOAA Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Cem

2570 Dole Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2936
gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu

Tag Information:
agiN 8 Date

Jras ) 9128/1994

9/28/1994

9/28/1994

9/28/1994

Since Last Exsn
Interval
Month Year =

Date Encounter Location:

9/28/1994 Near Shore  Molokai, Palaau B
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Date: Sun, 05 Oct 2008 13:33:52 -1000
From: Lil Macmillan <lilmac@hawaii.rr.com>
To: George H. Balazs <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>

Subject: papohaku #2

Hi Georxge,

their way. :
What we found in the nest

70 empty shells

3 undeveloped eggs
5 dead, 4 still partially in their shells

4 live that were released to the ocean




*

2008 Green Sea Turtle Nesting Activity at Kawa’aloa Beach Moloka:
- ‘A’ — Aborted — no excavations
- Letters A — S are landmarks from monitoring map

4/27 — Al — west end of beach (R/S)

5/01 — A2 — west end of beach at water’s edge (S)

5/24 - #1 -1 excavation, 45 ft North of Swale 2 (P)

6/10 — A3 — west end at water’s edge (S)
6/14 - #2 -2 excavations, last one 40ft North of Turtle Industrs &

6/28 — A4 — NE of White Cliff up to highest tide line Q)
6/28 — A5 — west end at water’s edge (R/S)
6/29 - #3 — 1 excavation, 45 ft North of Swale 2

: 10ft Evof #2 last excavation (R)

7/5 - A6 — between A&B almost to dune edge of beach
7/5 — A7 — North of River (N) below highest tide line
715 — A8 — White Cliff (Q) long track — many shallow attempts to die

7/28 — Hatch #1 - #1 Turtle - 2 dead found on sand no apparent injuries — == o« S
7/31 — dug up Hatch #1 — 65 empty shells, (1very small),
1 live hatchling released to ocean, 2 undeveloped eggs —in L1 = "o

7129 - A9 — west end of beach (S) below high water line, missing flippes

7/31 - #4 — 1 excavation, 20 ft N of Kaiehu Rock (S)




T 8/14 — Hatch #2 - #2 or #3 Turtle??

8/15 - #5 — 3 excavations, last one 10 fi S of Kaiehu Rock (S)
/18 - A10—40 ft west of Kaiehu Rock (S)
8/29 - #6 — 2 excavations, last one 10 ft W of Kaiehu Rock (S).

9/10 — A11 —Kaiehu Rock (S), below high water line
9/13 - #7 - 1 excavation, 30 ft S of Kaichu Rock (S

- L]
| S ){'\-hq_
LB 9 ;.

“Milkes” Beach

5/23 #1-1lexcat base of cliff

6/13 #2-—4excs— last one east of #1

7/4 #3 —west of #2

7/5 #4 — last one between rocks
- several excs mixed with older

ones

7/30 #5 — 4 excs - ]ast one east of #4
-2 aborted tracks
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A RETRO MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM 2013!!

wemenAR yes, that was Bud the Psycho Cat.......
singing his favorite Christmas Carol!l

September 28™ -- was a very sad day for the members of the Medeiros Furry Menagerie - Dear
Bud, the Psycho Cat (renamed "Bud the Friendly Cat" by the Vet's office) went home to Kitty
Heaven. Yes, he DID become sweet & lovable in his old age & spent many hours sitting with Papa
watching cowboy movies & war flicks while Papa was resting. He is dearly missed by alll ®

Unfortunately, it seems the kitty "hood" in our area has figured out that Bud is no longer there
(his other a.k.a. was "the Enforcer") - and after 2 years of no new kitties..... uh oh..... 2 kitties
showed up!! Oh nolll A very VOCAL black & white (appropriately named Crier!), who is a MALE
(thank You, God!) and Inky, a black kitty who still won't get close enough for me to peek under
his/her taill (....please, oh please, let it be another BOY!) ©

We are doing well - getting older & feeling it a bit morel It's, ok, we've figured out to schedule
our doctor's appointments in Honolulu to coincide with fun things like..... Eddie’s birthday!l We
had a good time, going to the Pacific Aviation Museum, etc, but the big surprise treat was that
granddaughter Kaila was also in Honolulu at the trials for the World Sprints (paddling) that will
be in Australia this year! So we got to meet up with her & watch her paddle - she's terrific,
very strong & focused. Papa got his birthday hug & made his day! (me tool) ©

We will be spending Christmas with the grandkids again - this year Kekoa GRADUATES FROM
HIGH SCHOOL!Il NO!Il THAT CAN'T BE TRUEI Well..... it is. wow, that happened fast, didn't
it? Still such a nice loving young man! And Kaila started high school this year - at Seabury with
Kekoa. She's enjoying it & getting good grades too. Tiana is 11 & still at Emanuel Lutheran - a
very nice Christian school where she's learning to play the clarinet, among other studies. We
hopel to hear her play over the Christmas vacation - happy there is anather musician in the
family! ©

LS



Eddie & I are still working, although Eddie is getting ready for full retirement - he's down to
one property management job & is learning to relax & just enjoy life. Really..... he's learning to
slllocowwwww ddddoocowwwnnnlll Can you imagine?? Pretty soon I'll be there with him.........
pretty soon ... (not soon enough, but)..........pretty soonll ©

And so, in these new questionable times we now live in - there is one Absolute Truth that we can
all hold on to - that God - in His extreme love for us - sent His Son, that, "while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us." He didn't even wait for us to say we're sorryll There is no love
deeper than that!l May God's love fill your hearts and homes this Christmas season and on into
the year to comell God bless youll We love youll xxooxx Eddie, Diane, Sweetie & lots of kitties!

Koa & Papa pr‘ear'ingcr'ab, shrimp Christmas Eve Chinese dinner! Another Yuml!
& lobster for our “traditional” Christmas cioppino dinner! Yum!!
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Koa, Ti & Kai - slinky tricks ©
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Above: Rob Stevenson (right), Molokai Chamber of Commerce,
gifted award recipient Puleloa (center) a check of $250, which
he donated to The Nature Conservancy, headed by Ed Misaki
(left). Right: Molokai keiki Lilia Tangonan, 7, checks out anigloo
sculpture made entirely of plastic bottles. Photos by Leslie Hibner

Aloha Honua

Biologist Bill Puleloa receives first ever Malama

Kuleana Honua Award.
By Eileen Chao | Staff Reporter

his year’s annual Molokai Earth

Day celebration, hosted by The Na-

ture Conservancy (TNC) marked
the beginning of a new tradition —the
“Malama Kuleana Honua” (Caring Re-
sponsibly for Earth) Honorary award.
William “Bill” Puleloa, a recently re-
tired aquatic biologist for the state’s De-
partment of Land and Resources, was
its first recipient. He was commended
at Earth Day for his work with monitor-
ing the conditions of Molokai streams,
collaborating with local fishermen and
researching the native honu, or green
sea turtles.

“Bill has always been a resource
and supporter to conserving our re-

sources,” said Ed Misaki, TNC’s Pro-

gram Director.

A video was presented at the cel-
ebration commemorating Puleloa’s
achievements. “All humans are part of
a shared resource,” Puleloa said in the

video. “Our actions here on Hawaii — |

on Molokai even —do have an effect in
other parts of the world...The more we

respect our resources, the more special |

it becomes.”

“He knows a lot and we use him |
when young ones come in to the fish |

pond,” said community leader Mervin
Dudoit Sr. “I learned a lot from him.”

Puleloa’s name will be the first to |

be engraved in the perpetual award- a
large Milo wood bowl shaped by Victor

Aloha Honua Cont. on pg. 3

- Leadership Experience Opportunities

- the Molokai Middle School’s Hawai-

—_—— —

ALOHA HONUA

Continued From pg. 1

Lopez of Kala’e. The committee hopes
to fill the bowl with names of people
who have shown as much commit-
ment to the environment as Puleloa
has, according to Misaki.

One of the event’s purposes has
always been to introduce keiki to the
importance of caring for the environ-
ment in hopes that someday they will
want to be involved, said Misaki.

Youths from Molokai High’s

(LEO) Club, a youth division of the Li-
ons Club, volunteered to collect trash
and recycling at the event. The high
schoolers partnered with TNC and
Monsanto to ensure rubbish was dis-
posed of properly, according to advi-
sor Julia De George. '

“This is our aina we have to mal-
ama,” said Iolani Kuoha, a teacher at

ian. Language Immersion Program.
“I hope kids are proud of where they

come from.,”

THE MOLOKAI DISPATCH  APRIL 25, 2012 «



ACTIVITIES
§Enday Monday Tuesday

Tours:
{Water Activities

Pala'au Kayak 8:30 AM -2

Fishing Charter half / full half / full half / full
Scuba
Scuba - (2) tank Call for Info | CallforInfo | Call for Info
Scuba - (3) Tank Call for Info 6AM-2 Call for Info
Discover Scuba Call for Info | Call for Info | Call for Info
Scuba Lessons Call for Info | Call for Info Call for Info

Bike Activities L i

Hikes

Halawa Falls 9:15 AM 9:15 AM 9:15 AM

Targeting

che

~ange

Kﬁiauﬁapa

M

T -
9:30am

Horseback Ride

9 Susan Kalani Kelly

Paniolo RoundUp 9:30/ 1pm 9:30/ 1pm
Kaana Trail Ride 9:30/ 1pm 9:30/1pm
Gilbert/Darrell
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Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Price

$150.00

$69.00

$69.00

4:00 to 6:00

$69.00

10:30 A.M.

10:30 A.M.

$35.00

8:30 AM -2

8:30 AM -2

$89.00 |!

half / full

half / full

half / full

half / full

400 /600§ !
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. 15
3
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7AM-12

Call for Info

Call for Info

7 AM -12

135.00

P
[V
£

3

Call for Info

Call for Info

Call for Info

Call for Info

275.00

Call for Info

Call for Info

Cali for Info

Call for Info

195.00

(\) ['I} (1]

Call for Info

Call for Info

Call for Info

Call for Info

Call
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$69.00

$70.00

$45.00

9:15 AM

9:15 AM

9:16 AM

$75.00

JAM I 1:

3019:30 AM |

/ ‘-fsa

(9 LA(J \I J oU

$39.00

0AM/1:

2N
-t

(\‘?.'30 AM /1:30

9:30 AM / 1:
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-t

:30 AM 7 1:3
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304 85/145

$39.00

$149.00

$119.00

$165.00

$50.00

9:30/1pm

9:30/ 1pm

9:30/1pm

9:30/1pm

$85.00

9:30/ 1pm

9:30/ 1pm

9:30/ 1pm

9:30/ 1pm

$85.00

|
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*Prices and activity times are subject to change
NOTE: 48 hour cancellation policy. No refund

lokai Rz
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Lawrence
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Me&t The Other Keli’i Mawae
“HAWAIIAN RENAISSANGE mé,N
KELI'T’'S MOLOKAI : ’M

AUTHORED BY JOANNA AND DONALD SUNSHINE

REVIEW BY MARIE YAMASHITA [7../1 ) /D L

P

given this book to review. I picked

up the book and looked at its cover.
Keli’i Mawae’s penetrating eyes stare
back at me. It is a strong Hawaiian face,
burnished, brown, kindly, contempla-
tive. The gray hair and beard attest to
his age. There are deep creases across
his forehead.

This is Keli’i’s personal story,
his story of Molokai, as told to the au-
thors and written by them as oral his-
tory. They said Keli'i had asked them to
write it “before grass would be growing
on top of him”.

Most residents of the island know
that Keli’i is an expert fisherman, a
farmer, a hunter and a musician, a multi-
talented man who is also the honorary
mayor of Molokai. But if some may
yet see him as none other than a guitar
playing, genial Hawaiian with a twinkle
in his eyes and a hearty handshake, then
this book will change that image. You
will meet the other Keli’i; the off-stage
one. It will help you to understand what
he feels about Molokai as a Hawaiian.

Keli’i is proud of his heritage. A
full-blooded Hawaiian, born and raised
on a Molokai homestead by his grand-
mother, he is deeply concerned that the
Hawaiian culture, and traditions which
identify Hawaiians and on which he
was nurtured are eroding and being re-
placed by the encroachment of another
culture. He fears for the loss of the Ha-
waiian way of living. Passionate about
preserving the past, and disturbed by
some of the changes that have taken
place on Molokai, he says, “The loss of
our Hawaiian way makes me sad.” “...
We need to know our past.... it is our
heritage....our identity...we must teach
our children our history.”

Iwas sure I knew Keli’i, until I was

Keli'i covers a wide range of top-
ics in this book. He describes Molokai’s
various landscapes, talks about his au-
makua, the mano(shark), the stones,
and the sacred places. He explains the
respect Hawaiian’s have for all of God's
creation—land, sea, animals, and of
fishing and hunting in the honorable
Hawaiian way. He also expresses his
deep love for his family.

Though we get to know much about
Keli'i in this book, we also see through
his eyes the Molokai that was, that is
today, and the future crossroads it con-
fronts. We sense the urgency he feels to
tell his story.

In the introduction to this book U.
S. senator, Daniel Inouye, states, “Kelii
Mawae embodies the Hawaiian Renais-
sance - he lives it with quiet dignity and
a passionate conviction of his cultural
teachings.”

This is “book-club” matenal It
is certain to stir strong opinions and a
lively discussion. I would agree with the
author that “...this is a powerful book
because it comes from one of the peo-
ple.” It is unlike any other book about
Molokai, and deserves a space on the
bookshelf of anyone interested in oral
history, in Molokai, in Hawaiians, or i
simply knowing Keli'i.

It is available at the Molokai Fi
Arts Gallery.




Keli'i Mawae shares a grin for the camera with twin month-old babies, Nohealani and Nathaniel. Mother, Christina
Galindo, and uncle, Raymond Galindo, brought the two keiki to get their first Santa photo this past Friday afternoon at
the Aka’ula holiday fundraiser in Kaunakakai. Mawae said it was only his second time filling in for Santa.

Besides photos with Santa, the fundraiser also provided a well rounded sale of sale of food and merchandise .”"We
wanted to give something to the community so they wouldn't have to make that expensive trip off-island,” said Desiree
Puhi who helped organize the event in just three week’s time. ~







SNORKEL
| ADVENTURE
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Uncrowded & Pristine Reefs
Your trip includes silicone mask, snorkel, fins, wetsuit,
snorkel instruction, complimentary sodas and water.
Amazing unobstructed views, easy access
in and out of the water.

CERTIFIED DIVE MASTER ON BOARD

r on il 808.553.5926
SMolokai |

Fish & Dive 808.553.0044 |
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INFORI

CONVERSION TABLE

uUs -

METERS YARDS INCHES
1.000 1.093 39.37
914 1.000 36.00
CENTIMETERS INCHES FEET
1.00 .394 .0328
2.54 1.000 112
30.48 12.000 1.000
KILOMETERS MILES
1.000 621
1.609 1.000
GRAMS OUNCES. POUNDS
1.00 .035 .002
28.35 1.000 1/16
453.59 16.000 1.000
1,000.00 35.274 2.205
KILOGRAMS OUNCES POUNDS
1.000 35.274 2.205
.028 1.000 1/16
454 16.000 1.000
LITERS PINTS QUARTS GAL.
1.000 2.113 1.057 264
A73 1.000 1/2 1/8
.946 2.000 1.000 1/4
3.785 8.000 4.000 1.000
LENGTH
1 meter (m) = 100 cm = 1,000 mm
1 milimeter (mm) = .001 m
1 centimeter (cm) = 01 m
1 decimeter (dm) = A m
1 decameter (dkm) = 10 m
1 hectometer (hm) = 100 m
1 kilometer (km) = 1,000 m
CAPACITY
1 liter (I) = 100 cl = 1,000 ml
1 mililiter (ml) = .001 |
1 centiliter (cl) = .01
1 deciliter (dI) = il
1 decaliter (dkl) = 101
1 hectoliter (hl) = 100 |
1 kiloliter (kl) = 1,000 |
WEIGHT
1 gram (g) = 100 cg = 1,000 mg
= 001 g
1ce = 01 g
1 de = g
1d = 10 g
1h = 100 g

1,000 g
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Dear Grearge, Balazs,
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'Prom the island o[ Molokq’a. L }wacf v%e
Pleasure of m::rtc}f? with gou during  the  Summer
of @ on a “durtle 4&?::3 p et L am ’
Now) a-HEndir'\ +he Uh:\JefSl L O; %aua:’:’ C?')t
Maroa. I am g° e Schl {0 become
a Mmarnng biolsf/fs? gnd  would be hovored v
cood  contact “me },E ov  have am/ other
prczjec-}s yoo covld  vee any sort of asgisstance
. n. L. sk Jo \gain more cnowledaoe  and
Work  experience  in._ My [»'e Id of stud Y, Especia //y

- under -H;e__awdamq‘-}d - PM‘FPS'S‘;OAQ[ in _dhig e
W/ .

f-‘efd.
IF Oov OIe lee 'llQ, m\f {@n‘FQC'! Fr}fomwa{:‘c:ﬂn i 2
email: kﬁqlqi’-méhawai;.edu
cell : (808 cue-075!
Tk o mnd - ihe very  nice o hear Fronn Yy but
R O hope Jou are dr_:,y well,

| Sincere h{ 3
K m{ le Matson

PS. I am Gorry for the laleness of my candact,
A4 mFsplaCed qur Condact ih[érmquf;‘On bx)*} Wwas
able 10 . fecover 14 Fh's Past  Svmnrer,

o TS

oy HoUS
3223 Eo\,e_ at, Bm FoulA
L\D@\ulu; HI 9602



Date: Mon, 18 Oct 2010 15:46:04 —0700 X
From: Peter H. Dutton <Peter.Dutton@noaa.gov> oj*gkb
To: George H. Balazs <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu> 'f' 1
Subject: American samoa and golden turtle Z&ﬁﬂ?

el
Hi George,

on my way to Honolulu...changing planes in San Fransisco right now, taking
advantage of free WiFi....i get in 8pm tonight.

I am sure you have had a wonderful cruise...enjoyed your message....

Just a quick update...the "golden turtle" you sampled was indeed non—-Hawaiian...
CmP20 haplotype (found at nesting pops throughout Pacific Islands, Taiwan, PNG
and Australasia). Also confirmed the 2 AS LL fishery samples...one "black" from
Galapagos...and the other a Pacific Islands haplotype (Marshalls, Yap and
American Samoa) . )

other updates for you and Stacy re. Hawaiian hawksbills and main Islands 3
greens...hope to get some one-on-one time with you Wed or Thurs (?)...or
tomorrow (break away for "lunch"?)...attached agenda Jeff and Irene worked

out...I would like to get your thoughts on this whole thing...will you be able
to join in the am?

will call in a few minutes...have 30 mins before boarding.
looking forward to catching up-Peter

[ Part 2, Application/VND.OPENXMLFO. ..INGML.DOCUMENT 20KB." ]
[ Unable to print this part. ]
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oy A Time Apart

5 2’e ke loa’a ‘ole i

“The €s when it is not gotten.”
(Anonymous)

—

We had never met, but our paths crossed many times before. Each
year during the time known as kau wela to native Hawaiians she would
announce her arrival with subtle imprints in the sand. Each year she
would steal up from the night to lay her eggs amidst the dangling
pohuehue vines that outlined the crescent-shaped bay. And each year,
for the past twenty years, | would make the long trip to the same remote
beach for our annual rendezvous.

She was certainly not bashful when it came to saying hello. Again
and again she would crawl from the bosom of the sea to deposit her
clutches. Each day thereafter under the blazing sun, | would trace her
meandering tracks to locate and count her nocturnal excavations. Some
years our footprints would mingle as many as six or seven times. Her
tracks, easily discernable in the morning sun, became less distinct as the
day wore on. Each gust of wind softened her footprints with drifting
sand. By day’s end only a concerted effort by knowing eyes could
distinguish the traces of her nightly visits. Soon enough the relentless
tradewinds and undulating tides would cover her tracks, leaving the beach
a blank canvas ready to paint her next appearance.

Dutifully, we each would revisit the secluded beach over and over
again. For three months at a time, our footprints would merge every 14
to 18 days until she was completely spent and returned no more. Her
arduous mission completed, she would vanish to parts unknown until the
next summer. My reprieve was never that long. Within weeks the soft-
shelled eggs she left behind transformed into miniature replicas of herself.
At a predetermined time they would erupt en masse from their sandy
cradles and dash frantically to the beckoning sea. At the water’s edge,
the unremitting waves pummeled them relentlessly. Paddling fiercely, the
stronger ones make their way past the shore breaks to relative safety.
Their weaker siblings would not be so fortunate. They would be carried
backwards and tossed onto a rocky promontory only to become wedged
between boulders. If the tide was rising, there was still hope. A friendly
wave might still carry them back out to sea. If the tide was ebbing; they

-
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were doomed. Not many stragglers would survive the blistering sun until
the next swelling tide.

Those fateful strandings enabled me to identify their secretive
mother as ka ‘ea, known to westerners as the hawksbill turtle because of
the shape of its beaklike mouth. Revered throughout the Pacific, ka ‘eais
deeply embedded in our Hawaiian culture. For millennia its dark red meat ,
provided much needed protein for our ancestors. Various other internal
parts became essential medicinal ingredients. Numerous useful utensils
such as combs and spoons were commonly fashioned from its thick shell.
Native fishermen found its carapace indispensable in making net needles,
mesh gauges, and fishhooks. Its colorful serrated shell was also
fabricated into ceremonial adornments such as bracelets and pendants.
The role of ka ‘ea extended beyond the visceral and utilitarian needs of
native Hawaiians. It also fulfilled a spiritual connection for the first people
of these islands. In the ancient creation chant of the Hawaiian Islands the
Kumulipo, it is ka ’ea that was “born from the darkness of the night.” It
was upon the back of ka ‘ea that mortals were transported from the
“lower islands” to the “upper outer kingdom.” And it was ka ‘ea that
guarded the ocean passage to the “kingdom of Kuaihelani” the residence
of our supernatural gods. So intimately linked are we that ka ‘eais
forever ingrained within our spiritual psyche, our genetic memory.

The hawksbill is one of several extant species of sea turtles found
in the Hawaiian Islands. Markedly distinct from its larger cousin ke honu,
the green sea turtle, they are nowhere as common. While green sea
turtles abound in the shallow reefs around our Islands, hawksbills are
seldom encountered. Twenty years of research as a biologist have given
me the opportunity to identify more than several thousand Hawaiian sea
turtles with numbered tags. Of these encounters, only two were
hawksbills. This rarity tugged at my curiosity and begged to be explored.
To start, | considered that perhaps a satellite transmitter could be
attached to my enigmatic partner. Linked with such a device | would be
able to determine her whereabouts after leaving me to care for her
offspring each year. My ploy determined, | readied myself for our annual
rendezvous.

Counting the days between nesting episodes enabled me to predict
subsequent visits with amazing accuracy. For several months as if on a
schedule she arrived to perform her time-honored ritual. Each night she
would plow across the beach until locating a suitable spot before carefully
excavate a pit \trith her rear flippers. Painstakingly, she would deposit as



many as 120 golf ball-sized spheres into a well-formed cavity. And then,
as if following a prescribed script, she would inch forward and use her
front flippers to disguise her nest by flailing sand backwards across her
back. Once satisfied with her ruse, she would crawl back into the
embracing sea from which she emerged an hour or so earlier. At last,
after months of clandestine meetings she was finally spent. The time had,
come to execute my scheme. | carefully counted the last remaining days
and assembled my gear. After all these many years | would get to meet
her face to face. Finally I'd know where she went after leaving me so
abruptly each summer.

The hoaka moon slipped in and out between dismal clouds. Distant
flashes in the sky bode ominously. Through the drizzle | saw a dark break
in the white ribbon of foam lapping the shoreline. Slowly at first, but with
firm and decided motion she crawled onto the beach. With each
ponderous stroke she moved further and further away from the
protecting sea, the lambent moonlight imparting a glimmer off her still
wet carapace. Only the occasional sound of flailing sand synchronized
with laborious sighs interrupted the primordial stiliness of the Ao night.

It was as if time stopped and | had stepped back into another world.

She was beautiful! Vigorous and full of fight when I tried to stop
her from returning to the sea. It didn’t take long to realize that holding
her in the box was not going to work. Reinforcement with ropes and
rocks, stakes and tree branches, had all proved futile. She was too strong
and too determined. Not to be outdone, | secured an old cargo net from
some nearby flotsam. Weaving several pieces of tattered rope through
the webbing, | created a bag. Another fierce struggle ensued, but |
managed to guide her into my hastily improvised net. As an added
measure | hung my pugnacious prize from a hao tree. Suspended several
inches above the sandy beach her powerful flippers were completely
neutralized. Decades of anonymity ended, we stared at each other in the
silence of the night: | in wonderment, and she in anger for having her life’s
journey interrupted so unceremoniously.

After watching her dangle and being satisfied she was safely
ensnared, | returned to camp to retrieve the transmitter. Barely fifteen
minutes had passed, but | could not overcome the apprehension welling
deep within my na’au as | hurried back to the beach. My heart sank as |
saw my makeshift sack hanging limply in the air. She had dismantled
several weathered strands, and that was enough for her to slip away.
Thinking there was still enough time, | quickly located her tracks and
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followed them to the shore, but to my dismay | saw them disappearing
into the surf. Too late!

In disbelief | stood there stunned, staring hopelessly at her
truncated prints. Gradually the rain dripping on my face awakened my
senses and made me realize she was actually safe and well. Eschewing
my snare, she now swam unhindered in the sea where she belonged.
Oddly enough, my disappointment was replaced with a sense of relief. It
was as if a large weight had been lifted off my shoulders. Slowly but
surely, the sound of lapping waves began to register in my mind. And
then, just as surely, | heard my tutu wahine’s voice speaking to me in the
darkness of the night. “'O ‘oe no ka maha'oi!” she admonished me. Her
words exactly from many years ago when | peppered her with questions
about her life. “You are too nosey!” In the gloomy night, her stern voice
rang clear and strong again. “’4’ohe ou kuleana.” she said. “You need
not concern yourself of those things.” The difference this time |
“understood exactly what she was trying to tell me those many years ago.
She had wanted me to accept her as she was. There ‘here was no need for me
to know every single nuance of her life. Such things were not necessary.
'l should have been satisfied knowing she was alive and well, and grateful
for the opportunity to share some time with her. After all, shouldn’t that"
“be what mattersmostt————

| had that turtle bundled up tighter than a drum and still she
managed to escape. A clearer omen there could not have been. It was
as if tutuwas again reminding me not to be so meddlesome and to
appreciate things for what they were. Ka ‘ea was full of life, going about
her business as she had done for so many years. | should be satisfi
knowing she was healthy and robust, and successful in fulfilling her life’ s
ggstmz Moreover, | should be appreciative that she had allowed me to
share a moment in time with her. In return, she asked only for respect
and privacy, It seemed only fair to permit her this remaining shred of
dignity as the modern world encroaches upon her very existence. During
our brief encounter on that remote beach that night, she had reminded
me that she was my contemporar ing scientific K
curiosity. With renewed appreciation, | wiped the blended rain and tears
from my face. Slowly | turned my back to the sea and walked silently to
camp. If ka ‘ea needs to be burdened with some Aaole contraption, it will
have to be done without my participation. | will honor her wishes and
bother her no more. | owe at least that much to my tutw.
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