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Tag information--

Iag Nusber Date Tagged Tag Type Tag Position

_H194 04/14/92 1681 LHF
““N388 07/18/90 1681 RFL
N389 07/18/%0 1681 - LFL
N53T 11427790 1681 RHF
SON257 11/15/96 SON SON
TDRPE3EE 11/15/96 TOR TOR
Historical information--
Type
of Tumor
Date Encounter Location Score
07/18/90 Mear Shore Hawaii, Pumaluu Bay 1
11/27/90 Near Shere  Hawaii, Punmaluu Bay 1
04/26/91 Near Shore  Hawaif, Punaluu Bay, Boat 1
Ramp area
B4/ 14752 Near Shore Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 1
--Continued 3

#istorical information--

Type

"
Since Last Encounter Overall

Nesting - Interval Growth-rates Interval Growth-rates
Activity Straight Length Month Year ¢ cmfyr __ Month Year cm/mon T
- £9.5 === eeE - == EEE N T --- .-

- £9.8 4 0.3 0.1 1.0 4..0.3 0.1 1.0

pr—

- 70.4 4 0.3 0.2 2.0 ¥ 0.8 0.1 1.1

o 1.4 11 0.9 0.1 1.1 20 1.7 0.1 14
2 e e =

11:20 0.1
N 22

12:20
18:55 1.9

?W%@‘ |

Since Last Encounter

Overall

of Tumor Nesting
i Interval Growth-rates Interval Growth-rates
Sate Encounter Location Score  Activity Straight Length Month Year cm/mon cm/yr  Menth Year  cm/mon cmfyr

10/06/94

11729195

TSt

SIS

Near shore

Near Shore

Near Shore

Near Shore

Near

Near

Kear

shore

Shore

Shore

Shere

Shore

shore

shore

shore

Hawaii, Pumaluu Bay 1
Hawaii, Punaluu Bay o
Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 0
Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 0
Kawaii, Punaluu Bay ]
Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 1
Hewaii, Punaluu Bay 0
Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 1

Hawaii, Punaluu Bay, Boat 1
Ramp area

Hawaii, Punaluu Bay, Boat 0
Ramp area \

Hawaii, Punaluu Bay L]
Hawaii, Punaluu Bay, Boat 0
Ramp area )

72.3

7.6

71.9

29 2.4 0.0 0.4

13 1.1 -0 -0.6
2 0.2 0.2 1.5
4 0.3 0.0 -0.3
4 0.3
1 0.1
2 0.2 .01 -0.5
2 0.2
1 0.1

50 4.2 0.1 0.7
5.3 0.0 0.4
5.3 0.0 0.4
M 59 0.0 0.4
7 5.9 --- e
75 6.3 0.0 0.5
76 6.3 .- e
7 65 0.0 0.4
80 6.7 0.0 0.3
82 6.8 --- am=
8 6.9 - pums
8 7.0 0.0 0.3
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"¥ Jate: Tue, Jan 1999%14:31:42 -1000 (HST)
& from: Denise é;;is zellis@honlab.nmfa.ha.waii.edu>
3 To: "George B

Subject ppire Moon}y from Kapoho- _

8! <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii. edu>£?’})“-bt{ j M
ﬁmﬂw/ OH@
g@V-

3 o rfis |
wanted someone to go down (from the Big Island) and tesk-the algae to ID it, é‘)l

Phone:808-934-9205 (ok to leave a msg)
Called again re: algae and green sea turtle "Alapaki®.

etqg., after a few calls to my DLNR contacts here, I think % may direct
sl ) ) her\to Karla McDermid at UH Hilo.

i She also wanted a professional opinion about what the

11l feeding the turtle, one older resident feeds it dog food

T Te—— A thEe turtls eats anything) and she feels this is no good 2
s it g alo ed £f i ge |people to

—— feed 1 resh lettuce and fish, etc. She wanted a professional dpinion to EEE——

either 1)‘assure-her the dog food is OK to feed the turtle or 2Y have
ammunition\et\o approach the person and ask them not to continue

To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs®honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>
~——————— Ce: "Shawn K.K. Murakawa" <smurakaw®honlah.nmfs.hawaii.edu>,

Shandell.Eames@noaa.gov K
LR SBubject: Turtles in Lower Puna District of the Big Island QO \ \
Cindy Bryan 808-965-6237
— Called to report she found a dead sea turtle on the shore near the tidal
ponds in her area during beach clean up.. Numerous tumors on eyes, mouth;
B and front flippers. No tags seen at the time. Approx. 1.5 feet long,

T 20#. moderate emaciation and soft plastron. No obvious external
injuries. Advanced decomposition (maggots and smelly) . She said she would

ke probably bury it.

She also saw 2 live ones up on the rocks, they did not return to the
e 8 - water when approached but they were put to the water and swam away.

Both were tumored. One heavily w/ large tumors on face and flippers.
. The olther had small tumors but covering the eyes and limited vision.

— b =y = e

g e .. = -_—=
= o VI Date: Thu, |,8_ Agr 1999l 12:54:06 -1000 (HST) ==
$ From: Denise is <dellis@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus r’ﬁt
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Tag information-- Sz
Tag Number Date Tagged Tag Type Tag Position T
77304345 12/02/98 PIT LHF 3.'_
J 0385103 07/15/98 PIT PIT -
022 11/28/95 1681 LFL :
(8226 11/28/95 1681 RFL
aes 11/28/95 1681 LHF
0251 11/28/95 1681 RHF

Historical informati

11/28/95 Near Shore Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 0 06 e . L L L

06/26/96  Mear Share Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 1 52.5 6 0.5 0.3 3.8 6 0.5 0.3 32
11/15/96  Near Shore Hawaii, Punaluu Bay o 54.2 4 0.3 0.4 5.7 1 0.9 0.3 4.
01/24/97  MNear Shore

Historical information for turtle 0223

b AT

7 I.:]
{

National Marine Fisheries Service
2570 Dole Street
Honolulu Hawaii 96822-22396

UER LT VAL BT
IFLIINEBNEME B84

on--

Since
Interval

t ter

Growth-rates

Interval Growth-rates

Hawaii, Punaluu Bay




Fo. B &5 !
Pobsor, NE 94778

04?,. 10, 1999

Hear Shore Hawaii, Punaluu Bay
O7/15/98  Wear Shore  Hawaii, Punaluu Bay

12/02/98 Near Shore  Hawaii, Punaluu Bay




o KQA.?;’]:KQLKGZ;I_; MU
A e e loc? BT (a7 ﬁ"’a/"”

K87 12/01/93 1681 LFL

i me R = Lo 7 Ahing g o

Historical informatien-- _(% F
3 Since Last Encounter

Type
of

S Date Encounter

Interval Growth-rates Interval

sti
Temor: Hoetind cm/mo Month Year

Locatic 3 Score ctivit straight Length Month Year

12/01793  Mear Shore  Hawaii, punaluu Bay, Site o - 43.3 SRR ZEC

. ! #

Historical information for turtle J458

Mational Marine Fisheries Service
2570 Dole Street
= Honolulu Hawaii 96822-22396

3 Tag information--

. Date Ta Ta
3507300 06/29/99 pIT LKF
i e 07/15/98 PIT PIT
4458 07/06/% 1681 LFL

J459 07/06/9% 1681 RFL
i [ sis0 ) 07/06/9% 1681 LHF
146 - 07/06/%% 1681 RHF

Historical informatien--

e 1 Type Since Last Encounter Overall
Growth-rates

of Tumer  Nesting Interval Growth-rates Interval

Month cm/mo cm/ YT

07/06/94  Near Shore  Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 0 - &7.7 .- aae . — cun maa g “as

{ 04/21795  Near Shore  Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 0 - 67.9 9 0.8 0.0 0.3 9 0.8 0.0 03

© 11/28/95  Mear Shore  Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 0 - 68.1 7 0.6 0.0 0.3 % 1.3 0.0 03

. 02/08/9% Near shore Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 1 . 68.4 2 0.2 0.2 15 9 1.6 0.0 0.4
==Continued I —_— N

.~ Histerical information--

. Type Since Last Encounter Overall
. of Tumor  Mesting Interval Growth-rates Interval Growth-rates
Date Encounter ti Score Activit Stra th Month Year Month Year

06/26/96  MNear Shore  Hawaii, Punaluu Bay o - 6B.9 4 0.3 0.1 1.7 23 1.9 0.1 0.6

02/20/98  Near Shore Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 0 L 70.6 19 1.8 0.1 1.1 43 3.8 0.1 0.8

07/15/98 Near Shore Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 48 4.0

06/29/99 Near Shore Hawaii, Punaluu Bay 4.9
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Date:  9/30/97
Sender: Denise Ellis
-—To George Balazs, Shawn Murakawa, Shandell Eames, Rhey Castillo
Priority: Normal
Subject:One more call about turtles at Ninole ponds
Nanl
b T P.O. Box 778
7 Pahala, HI 96777

- Ph: (808) 928-
Res%'_eﬁ[‘l:'ﬁ@&gjrg_isi‘ng ponies. - Interested in outcome of turtles, willing to help out if needed. ~
willing to help out if something needs to be checked out on that side.
Her neighbor is Francis and her number is ,(g,Q@),QZ&:DﬁQg_kshe would be willing to show the p=~
to whomever may go down. Nani and Francis also have been collecting seaweed every now =
then to feed turtles. will come up to you if you stand on the ocean side of pond.
Her directions to pond.” At Punalu'u drive til condos are on your right. Just past Condos is a pz+
road to the right lined with autograph trees (road to the beach is to the left). The pavement de=
ends-with the golf offices on the right and there is a dirt road on the left, Follow the dirt road til ==
get to the rocky area: a mud pond, heiau and small beach in a bay will be to your right. The o=
with the turtles is to the left, there is lots of grass in/around the pond.

|




Date: Mon, 7 Jul 1997 19:03:58 -1000 MML

From: Brent Larcen <larcen@hawaii.edus

To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus

Cc: Leon Hallacher <leonh@hawaii.edus, John Coney <jconeye@hawaii.edus
Subject: Re: Turtles

Dear George.

#
on July 5, 1997 I was at Punaluu and I saw "Bleeper" hauled out on the
beach for about 2 hours. He then got into the water when the tide got
high, and ate until I left. I arrived at 1lpm and left at S5pm.

I found out about a couple of days after you left the big island that I
am migsing some general education credits and needed to take summer school
(nine credits) in order to graduate next year on time. So I have only been —
going to see the turtle once a week but I am observing him for at least
five hours at a visit and I’'ve recorded some very interesting things.

Thank You
- Brent

Date: Tue, 23 Sep 1997 09:56:27 -1000
From: Leon Hallacher <leonh@hawaii.edus
To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazse@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus

Subject: Larsen and turtles B (g(

George,

I'd like to send\Brent{to Punaluu once a week to monitor the
extent of tourism and how impacts turtles hauled ocut on the beach.
Basically, he’d go to Punaluu on alternating week days (week 1 = Mon, week
2 = Tues, week 3 = Wed, etec) and monitor tourist/local activity from 11:00
am - 3:00 pm which I think is the peak period (10-2?). He’d:

monitor vehicles parking and disembarking passengers
vehicle type
time of arrival
tour company if possible
number of passengers getting off
duration of the vehicle’s stay

monitor persons surrounding turtles on the beach (using binoculars)
number of persons
time of day
number of persons touching the turtles
turtle response

persons swimming/snorkeling
number

time of day
chasing/touching/riding turtles?

I know this is more of a geography-type project than the science
we normally do, but I think the information would be ugeful. We really
don't have any idea of how many tourists actually visit Punaluu every day
or what percentage of them bug the turtles.

I might also have him quietly try to log the ethnicity of the -
tourists (Asian, European, "local"). 1I'd like to find out if one group of
tourists were more likely to bug the turtles than another. If 50, we
.could then quietly target educational pamphlets at that group more than
others (via tour companies as you have suggested in the past) .

Please let me know if you think this is a total waste of time or.
- whether it just might provide some-useful information. If‘you think it’s
" basically a good idea but needs mouification, I'm open to suggestions.

Cheers, Leon

e i =




=1 ~  at school). We talked about the pond turtles for some time. I explained

f 5l Just an after thought, John says he saw the turtles around dawn.

" there. When a turtle happens to

———  attend. dJust wanted you to know. Cheers. Leon

'-—~§_— On Fri, 3 Oct 1997, George H. Balazs wrote:

e hard or long they lock for turtles.

Sa msherse,
> Katabira? Leon

Date: Mon, 20 Oct 1997 10:41:05 -1000

From: Leon Hallacher <leonh@hawaii.edus

To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>
Subject: Re: FW Turtles (fwd)

George, B

I managed to finally connect with John Kahiapo (in our parkingllot

that Brent Larsen loocked for them for 6 hours without success and told him
© that I wondered if maybe there wasn't some way in our out of that pond. I
don't think I convinced him. However, he completely agrees that nobody
ought to go into that pond to try to rescue any turtles that might be in
there. He wouldn’t go into that "grungy" pond (his words) for a turtle
and wouldn’t expect anyone else to do so either.

I am still playing telephone tag with Larry, but I'm willing to
bet that he’ll be just as understanding about this situation. Will keep

you posted in that regard.

Apparently that’s about the time (6:00 am) that folks see them. Maybe
they lay low during mid-day, but there doesn’t seem to be much vegetation
hide them if that’s the case. A mystery to be sure.

Finally, Marc Rice mentioned your HPA tagging expedition at the
Mauna Lani (I think) next Monday and invited me to invite some of our
students. I told him that the only one I would invite is Brent Larsen.
As it turns out, Brent has a heavy course schedule that day and cannot

Absolutely. I fully support you. Express it to him, and I hope
additionally to the head volunter Ann Yen. You can'’t depend upon Larry to

pass this faithfully to Ann (unfortunately) .

After two years of our looking, I tend to agree. The "missing" piece is
How? Underwater passage small lava tube? Maybe. I guess when calm we
need to snorkel the outside area looking for one or more. Funny though,
if there is underwater connections, it should show as water forcing up in
the pond when the waves crash in. At least I think that would happen.

This is all very strange. And a little fun and exciting. We all like a

"mystery." Let me know how the phone call goes. Aloha, George
it*******t****i*t*i#*******************

t**********************t**************t

VNV V VY VYV VLYYV VYYVY

---------- Forwarded message ----------

Date: Fri, 3 Oct 1997 09:06:30 -1000

From: Leon Hallacher <leonh@hawaii.edu=>

To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>

Subject: FW Turtles

George,

Larson spent all day down there yesterday looking for turtles in
the freshwater pond without seeing squat. At the same time, reliable
people have sighted turtles in the pond (Kahiapo, Dudley). I hypothesize

MV YNV VYNV NYYY

s do indeed get into the pond, but that they are NOT trapped
i . be gn the pond, people see it. After it
t see turtles in the pond no matter how
I think we have a giant nonproblem
hypothesis along to Kahiapo and

> (they) leave the pond, people do no

Do I have your permission to pass my




r— (

Date: Fri, 3 Oct 1997 09:06:30 -1000 o UKW
From: Leon Hallacher <leonh@hawaii.edu> ()fJ

* To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs®honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>
Subject: FW Turtles

"‘_;_.___ - _B?—_'EE‘:__ - < . IR
. pate: Thu, 2vy Jan 1998 09:05:12 -1000 WC&

George,

Larson spent all day down there yesterday looking for turtlés in

- the freshwater pond without seeing squat. At the same time, reliable 3
people have sighted turtles in the pond (Kahiapo, Dudley). I hypothesize .

_ that turtles do indeed get into the pond, but that they are NOT trapped
there. When a turtle happens to be in the pond, people see it. After it

they) leave the pond, people do not see turtles in the pond no matter how

hard or long they look for turtles. I think we have a giant nonproblem . acgi. A Ty
here. Do I have your permission to pass my hypothesis along to Kahiapo and

Katahira? Leon B

Date: Tue, 9 Dec 1997 11:04:47 -1000
From: "Brent \"Wingnut\" Larsen" <larcen@hawaii.edu> .
To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>
Cc: Denise Ellis3 <dellis@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>,
ihawnﬂggfak;wa <smu:§kaw®honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>,
eon acher <leonh@hawaii.edus, Wa i i
Bill Gilmartin <jarman@alcha.nets, IR s hayall SSULY '
Rhey Castillo <rhey.castillo@noaa.govs>, i
Shandell Eames <shandell.eames@noaa.gov>
Subject: Re: Turtle or turtles in pond at Punaluu (Ninole), Kau, Big Island

Dear George,

On Sunday, December 7th, 1997, I went to Punalu‘u and 1 :
: ' : 00! £ :

the newly radio tagged turtle. I arrived at 9:00 am and stayed unti?d o e

4:00 pm. The turtle was no where to be found, and he did not crawl up on

the beach. I will return sometime next week, I have filed my hours. -

Thank You

From; "Brent \"Wingnut\" Larsen" <larcen@hawaii.edu>
To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu> %
Subject: Re: Turtle or turtles in pond at Punaluu (Ninole), Kau, Big Island s A

I have beéh monitoring that pond to and I have not se i

! : _me : - : en any signs of

Ezrtlgg inh?glglqg ik, zhe sign is still there, but I have tg te?l you
at it isn eing read. I still see turtles -getting harras

beach when they come out to bask. . - e l g_jr_r.aisec% 2:1 t-h? i

Date: Wed, 4 Feb 1998 12:09:20 -1000 :
From: "Brent \"Wingnut\" Larsen" <larcen@hawaii.edu=>

To: "George H. Balazs" cgbalazs@honlab.nme.hawaii.edu> -

Cc: Denise Ellis3 <dellis@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>, ¢ s
Shawn Murakawa csmurakaw@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>, .
Leon Hallacher <leonh@hawaii.edu>, Walter Dudley <Dudley@hawaii.edu>, {
Bill Gilmartin <jarman@aloha.net>, £
Rhey Castillo <rhey.castillo@noaa.gov>, . ) B

shandell Eames <shandell.eames@noaa.gov= 1 )
Subject: Re: Turtle or turtles in pond at Punaluu (Ninole), Kau, Big Island =

George,

My appologies that I will not be turtle tagging with you

This BE-mail is to notify you that I have narrowed down the area as to

where you are most likely to see the newly tagged male turtle. R
vour best bet is to stand out of the ledge where we did the night dive

last time. I have seen the biggest turtles in that area. If you walk down t N £y

the road to the freshwater pond, you have gone to far. I have eliminated
- The turtles that inhabit that area are not . .

that area from possible sites. : :
one of the possiblities. I have not had visual conformation of the radio T
tag but from observing head size, flipper size and shell size I think that : g

turtle is normally "hanging out’ in front of that ledge that we stood on
when we did the last night expidition.

I am also mailing you a map if this E-mail makes no sense.

B s
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