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Watch for turtles on the road
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zit@turtles.org>
<gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>

48 -1000
Your logger's in place now
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Sat, 24 Jul 1999 11
Ursula Keuper-Bennett <how

"George H. Balazs"

Date:
From:
Subject:

To:
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We remain

@turtles.org>

Balazs" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>

Subject: Tagged honu sighting this am
eruptive.

=1000

First sighted by us in 1995.

Thu, 26 Aug 999 I5:17:14 -1
from: Ursula Keuper-Bennett <howzit

: "George H.

Very happy to report first sighting of the summer of Shredder.
Peter read tag A 241).
happening posterior left --pre

A 240 (although
No paint job that would suggest she was at Shoals either.

Unhappy to report she now has FP --#l in right eye, certainly

something
All tagged ladies now accounta& for except Tutu.

hopeful.
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- Forwarded message —---——---- - = —
Date: Fri, 27 Rug 1999 15:38:27 -1000 3
From: Ursula Keuper-Bennett <howzit@turtles.org> \

To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawail.edu>
Subject: Tutu is back from the Shoals!!!

Please update her file to record she was sighted second dive at Lo ;'.
her home Reef2.

"R 142" painted on right rear of carapace. Didn't press her
and let her get

used to watching us swim around. But third dive will video
her closely to

check out "Is regression permanent?".

Certainly left eye is clear. Very happy to have her home! :

But what happened? You said she wasn't therel

4

---------- Forwarded message =—-—-—-—==-—

Date:; Fri, 03 Sep 1999 16:24:35 -0400 :
From: Ursula Keuper—Bennett <howzit@turtles.org>

To: "George H. Balazs" cgbalazs@honlab‘nmfs.hawaii.edu>
Subject: Fwd: Re: Signed Guestbook

A NetBngel just flew in and landed atop my computer.

This just in. Gee I love the Internet! Stationed with Tom,

] a
> o
o i)
n b g
A E e 6
=] A
t g -
. - £ =
- = o]
Ll el s
%‘g & o 2 was there when you
H @ B, "
02 g’ & n 9 and Emmett put that plague to the pole. Has pics of N36...and
'é'; 8. A8 g a you and Emmett.
~E© o v ) ) :
. -E%E e 7 1 Little does this McNeil guy know how much I needed this swest
1oB4a¢e > @ s C distraction...
1883 Do —- ) g = My head isn't ready to tackle the present.
R=Ea-N" e o B 8w
ifgE 2B 8 HBdg® O x
i = g8 @ i : ”
i i) %Eg 5 o) = g _g-ﬂ. “ ™ ; >From: "Michael W McNeil" <MII<E_MCNEIL@prcd.Lgy.net>
?:’S‘ oo ¥ oo X S Wal 8 w © =To: "Ursula Keuper-Bennett" <howzit@turtles.org>
L e s L § w o BN ‘g o) >Subject: Re: Signed Guestbook
b8 LS T - M i 12 M) >Date: Sun, 3 Sep 2000 16:10:40 -0400
e E Ve *a 2 g o E it gf‘ " gl NI s¥-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express 4.71.1712.3
Eqge 2 w ol o) o o o © > ;
35?; E B o103 8 2 3 : 3 2 3 E 8 ,,E ;‘f’es, ‘:om L;-!arquette and T were stationed at FFS together. I saw
3 A o H 5 . = r is entry in ; . -
E U&Eﬂ [ 3 3 1 2 E ? 29 & i E g >the guest book and tried to emsil him at the address that was
@ags o O 1 T I L R & B ~ Ei] listed, but it
R8s o 2 # o B = & 2H B 380 g 5 deliverabl
-02 2 o & a 3 3 3 E."; 3 33 g 3 3” H zwas returned as non-deliverable.
- I
¢ .3 g?; B0 Rl g i z 3 E =} ; il SI do remember George Balaz. He visited frequently during my
: ég g 33 ¢ i:i L 3 EE 8 f s W Rt here i £ the pics I took
: gg PRy [ ) el NETE g‘:-ﬁ zﬁ;i:atigrgate his face somewhere in some © P
E % E 3§ E E § ‘é g‘ % E -Eﬁ" UE § E:a sbut I'll have to go through them looking specifically for him
tgnea o€ 2 2 B 8 B £2 &5 2 =% ‘;0 be sure.
>Definately have pies of the DC3. Also seem to remember a few
pics of an Air .
——— = 3 — S 1 >National Guard plane that came out to us once in place of the
% e T DC3 - I think .
[V L] < ~ >it was a model commonly called a Caribou.
- R TR o § 2 >
é.o i § 9 5 5 :E g a >If FFS were in the same condition it was in when I was
A 4 = stationed there, I
] . 8 g, E i '§ * >would be very tempted to revisit (Tom and I were there when
i 3 é ¢ o § § o E ¥ another of your
2 T 2 L& >guests - Everett? - put his plaque on the pole at East Island
ne i e & oH - have pic(s) i
gE A ﬁ 5 ; g 3 >of that), especially interested in showing it to family. Our
.. ﬁ -3 ?| 5 LT ‘3 = E o youngest y :
g'ﬁ Lo - Hod @ "5 » E‘ 2 >daughter could barely turn herself over in the crib when I
L] 4 ~ w n oo g . * left for my tour
] EE T I a 3 4 2 3 >on Frigate. She's 24 now. But I'm not the campout kind of guy.
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>
: >Tom's comments regarding the primitive communications
capabilities we had
sback then. If not for the presence of an EMO/XO (I think his

N name was
\@>\{T“ >Johnson, might have been Johnston) who was very heavily into
ham radic we
swould have been completely and totally dependent on the mail

via N36. I
>can't believe that I'm not sure of his name - he was certainly
well known
>and liked by both those of us there and our families back
home.

- P Original Message————-

»From: Ursula Keuper-Bennett <howzit@turtles.org>

*To: MIKE MCNEIL@PRODIGY.MNET <MIKE_MCNEILEPRODIGY.NET>
>Date: Wednesday, September 01, 1999 11:54 PM
>Subject: Signed Guestbook

>

>

»>Alcha,

>>

>>Saw what you wrote in the FFS guestbook. Were you there when
Tom Marguette

>>was? And George Balazs (sea turtle guy)? Have you any
photos of the FRA

>DC3

>>that flew into Tern. Here ID is N36.

>>

>>Want to land at Tern again via that plane?

>

>>  <http://www.turtles.org/ffs/ternlanding/ffsland0.htm>
>>

>>I encourage you to scan your pics. I am especially

, interested in sea

g >turtle

; >>related images and any you might have of George Balazs in
. those early

>years .

>>My husband and I have a webpage called Turtle Trax that is
dedicated to

s>>Hawaiian green sea turtles. FFS is part of their history.

>>
»>»Best regards
> =
> 2 Ursula Keuper-Bennett
>> 00 mailto: howzit@turtles.org
>> VAN FARAN
>>» [V Turtle Trax AAY http://www.turtles.org
: >> / \
, >>
>5>"The remoteness and isolation from family is just as
- ssindescribable. The helplessness in times of family

s>»emergency land there were several) and the primitive
] s>communications (no cell phones or Internet back then)
»>>»could be very depressing."

=

>> AN / ---Tom Margquette

>> e AN N re. the French Frigate Shoals

>> £ VNN

| 5> malama na honu

pate: Thu, 18 Nov 1999 22:17:22 -0500 -
From: Ursula Keuper-Bennett <howzit@turtles.org: %Lf}jﬁ*’ R
To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazsehonlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>

Subject: Re: Request from your database

Zeus confirmed at Honokowai March 92 (photo from another diver) and then every
summer 1993 to our Aug 29th morning dive to NorthHouse with you. So yes sir,
either Zeus gets back fast or...

I suggest you have a WORD with him next time you're there.

Note. 1In that pic of Zeus with flippers tucked. You can see his nails there.
So he had them in 1994 when that pic was taken. Hasn't now --sheared right at
the skin. So he’'s doing SOMEthing with them.

Plus sir, I think Zeus is old.

f There are honu we’'d have fits about if we didn’'t sight them. Zeus is number
! one. Completely faithful to Honokowai. Every single summer. ONLY male with
that record.

Now there’s another remarkable honu --Zeus...

('night. Cutting out early.)

At 04:49 PM 11/18/99 -1000, you wrote:

I don’'t know, and right now there’s no extra part of my brain to focus on
>this.

>

>Question: Zeus. Unless he goes to FFS and comes back quite early each
syear (before you get to Maui), it would appear he isn’t "doing his duty"
sas a Big Bov like him should be doina with the airls. Correct?



Date: Fri, 19 Nov 1999 16:16:13 -0500
From: Ursula Keuper-Bennett <howzit@®turtles.orgs

To: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus
Subject: In my own defence

You mentioned SUS’s this morning and I've been thinking about it today. I know
you used it with gentleness and Peter uses it too now. In fact one of the
reasons I -.asked you yesterday about tagged males is Peter has a cool theory
that if it came from me’d be one heck of an SUS.

But I need to put things in historical perspective here. I'm going to remind

you of some SUS's that came true. And they’'re SUS’s because I thought them up
not Peter, ok?

SUS - faces. You can tell turtles apart by their faces. (1989 when we had
three turtles to deal with. I noticed their faces were different.)

SUS - The algae blooms were being caused by runoff through the ditches. Dr.
Steve Dollar shit on us for that one back in 91. Now a week ago you sent me a
clipping that says Dollar changed his conclusion to "runoff" as a problem.
(Not that I believe that. I don’t LIKE Steve Dollar on any side I'm on)

Primary FP cofactor is eﬁtrcphication. OK, so I thought that would make honu
concentrate more in an area and fuel vertical transmission instead of dinos.
BUT. I still called eutrophication.

There are others I’'ve developed re: residency and male/female behaviours but
you're "lagging" behind trying to"prove me right on them George. And the
newest one from Peter is romantic and would take YEARS to prove.

Here’s my SUS for Zeus. Either he snapped them during mating at the Shoals or
he was involved in a clamp-fight with another male. I‘d love to know if
freshwater male turtles clamp-fight...

P.8. My headache’'s almost cleared.

At 10:01 PM 11/18/99 -1000, you wrote:

>This 1s noteable and likely should be commented upon in the Fidelity
>symposium paper. Why are his nails worn down? From breaking up all thet
>coral, as 'we are pointing out in the Destruction symposium paper!

>

>Naturally I don’t know for certain, but it’s not a bad speculation, a bit
>firmer than an SUS.

Jate: Sat, 15 Jan 2000 07:18:53 -0500

7rom: Ursula Keuper-Bennett <howzit@turtles.org>

lo: "George H. Balazs" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu>
Jc: Peter Bennett <honu@turtles.org>

3ubject: Happy 35th

'morning.

Jongratulations George. Lucky Live Hawaii with the Honul

At 06:35 AM 1/11/00 -1000, George H. Balazs wrote:

r topic- Something significant in my life nearly w;gzzed b¥_me/ga.
iggozgzderfﬁl years livigg in The Land of Aloha. 35 years in Hawa:.;—Ne:.é 2
>35 years in Paradise. 35 years being {pre?ty_much) Exactly where * :an et
>to be. I say "pretty much" because truth is it was T?hlti I wanted ig ge
sback to, Hawaii was similar (and closer than Califoria), so Hawaiil was

=and is.

> :
to the exact date.
ears January 15, 2000, as near as we can recall =
:giegse send thig me;sage Eack to me on that day and say, Congratulations,
sGeorge "Lucky Live Hawaii" with the Honu!
> s
>You live here too. All the time. Within §?§L§§f??ggx?§§x.




Date: Tue, 30 Nov 1999 IZ:45:25 1000 —
. From: skippy hau®exec.state.hi.us

To: williams@mauigateway.com, glynnis_nakai@fws.gov, wild@aloha.net
.~ Cc: gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu

\)\ Subject: Nest Five Excavation

[The following text is in the "IS0-8859-1 character set]
[Your display is set for the "US-ASCII" character set]
[Some characters may be displayed incorrectlyl]

Draft Summary for Nest Five (DO NOT RELEASE-PRELIMINARY INFORMATION)

WATOHULI NEST #5 (19 September 1999)
Latitude: 20% 45'15" N Longitude: 156% 27' 47" W
EMERGENCE: None
EXCAVATION: Monday November 29, 1999 (Day 72)
November 29, 1999

-~ SUMMARY g

Excavation by Glynnis Nakai & Skippy Hau
Time 17:02 to 17:40 (main 17:05 to 17:25)
Nest diameter 28 centimeters; depth 39 centimeters

ESTIMATED EMPTY SHELLS 154
WHOLE EGGS (UNDEVELOPED/UNHATCHED) 10

==== ==== === SEEE=s=sso=—=s=s====coo==s—m=—

=SS S====sS=======

LIVE HATCHLINGS (RELEASED) 157
WEAK HATCHLINGS 2
ESTIMATED TOTAL 169 (157/169=93%)

After excavating nest four on 30 October 1999, we inspected the fifth nest and
found the nest was disturbed. It appears a mongoose may have reached the top
part of the nest. Sand and a wire mesh was placed above nest. An unknown
amount of eggs may have been taken from the top part of the nest.
Found wire mesh and plastic lawn edging placed around nest (Nov. 135 989" A
. path was cleared to ocean from nest. We observed disturbance depressions in
sand before excavation. BAppears be displacement of sand by hatchlings. First
live hatchling about 16 centimeters below surface. Second hatchling with pea
sized egg yolk; not fully formed right front flipper and right hind flipper.

Two weak hatchlings held overnight. Tried to release one hatchling at shoreline
but was washed up by waves. .

* Two hatchlings alive but weak.



Date: Thu, 16 Dec 1999 11:49:57 -0500 (EST) k

From: Ursula Keuper-Bennett <howzit@turtles.orgs ES"—
To: "George H. Balazsg" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus

Subject: Re: Continuous FP histories $A4

1999 allowed me to add Zeus to the regression pile.
he? And Kaula? We SAW his eye tumour erupt in 1998.
Complete regression. In fact had Kaula not let us get
known he HAD FP back in 98.

Looked GOOD didn’t &7
Nothing this year.
close we’da never

And Hoa? Subtle eye tumours erupted in 98.

Fine this summer and Hoa
sprouted a lohg tail, George.

All males! Ratio now 11 to 3!

BUT.

Shredder A240 has tumours for first time in 99.

regress. Also if memory serves we had at least t
are clearly regression cases (tumour artifacts in
history we can’t prove that. we’1ll need a subsequ

I'm betting SHE'LL
hree-four new honu who
eyes) only with no prior
ent sighting.

Jeez! BAnd I FORGOT! Remember that male we recognized at the Wharf?
That’s a regression case too! That pushes the ratio up to 12:31 [

Hey. I got lots of things I haven't told you about Honokowai and the FP
there. Don’t want to flood you. Remember at the Wall how you said one
day we’'d write about "the ups and downs of FP at Honokowai"?

That’s the brass ring, sir. That’'s why you’re spending so much time on

me --teaching, supporting, example-ing. And it’'s why I pay such close
attention!

Message too long...sorry. I best let You go. Warm regards.

> Date: Thu, 16 Dec 1999 06:09:57 -1000 (HST)

> From: George H. Balazs <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii .edus
> To: Ursula Keuper-Bennett <howziteturtles.orgs>

> Subject: Re: Continuous FP histories
-
=
>

that would be wonderful maybe this symposium’s paper should have been
part II regression. This is the first time you've told me that.
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rinsing our gear, I turned to George and said,
"I bet you've never had to say good-bye to the honu, huh..."

He smiled gently and said, "Nahhh, I just pack up one place and
work with them
some place else next day."

And there was quiet.

I don’t know what he was thinking but me, I realized we
experience something

every year that Balazs has never had to. Having to say good-
bye like that.

The ache.

I don't envy him when George finally has to bid them farewsll--
never having had

practice and all. We've learned he loves the honu even more
than we do.

<http://www.turtles.org/ghbzeus2.jpg>

Aloha to all.

o Ursula Keuper-Bennett
00 mailto: howzit@turtles.org
TA'A A AN
/v Turtle Trax LAY http://www.turtles.org
/ A\

"She i1s the size, shape and color of a large boulder.
Her shell alone is over a yard long, remarkably smooth
and flecked with small patches of barnacles and a few
threads of green algae. For once the common name lacks
the grace of the scientific one. 'Green sea turtle' is

blandly descriptive. 'Chelonia mydas' fairly sings."
\ / --Dsha Gray Davidson
£ N N The Enchanted Braid
7 [ TR
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1995 post-nesting migration of Hawksbill 22134 from Kamehame Beach
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Honolulu, HI 96822—2396

1577 00'W

——
156° 30'W

166° 00'W © 156°30'W . 155 00W

GMT Map by Denlas Ells 01/27/99
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Forwarded ssage s R w

i Mon, (7 Feb 2000 p0:17:48 EST
From: CBREm T b
To: gbalazsfhonlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu MMI
Subject: tagged turtle }JM
BAloha George, ¥ . )

A friend told me you are interested in knowing the location of tagged
green sea turtles. If this information is helpful, pleasta let me kl:mw and I
can write you with other sightings. I am a dive master with E&_i_Rol?lnson's
Diving Adventures on Maui and I also work with Hannah at }_lawa:l.!. Wlldl%,t'e Fund.

I was scuba diving at the St. Anthony's Wreck off Maui's Kihei/Wailea
coast today (Eeb. 6) in 65ft &F water and saw turtle #J630. Some of the tags
said University of Hawaii but one just had the number. e turtle was looking
real healthy and was medium sized, about 2 1/2 or 3 feet from ht_aacl §4.0) tail.
Her tail was short so I'm assuming she was female. She was resting inside the
pilot house of the wreck and went up to the surface and Bac CWn a couple o
times while Were there (30 minutes).

There are usually about 3 or 4 turtles there it seems. Today there were
at least 2, one bigger than J630 with no tags. ;

The customers were interested in the tagging process. Is it done at the
French Frigate Shoals?

Alocha,

Carrie Robertson

Ed Robinscn Diving Adventures

Date: Mon, 7 Feb 2000 00:17:48 EST
From: CBRmaui@cs.com
To: gbalaza@honlab.nmfs‘hawaii.edu
Subject: tagged turtl

Alcha George, : L}l

A friend told me' you are interested in knowing the location of tagged
green sea turtles. If this information is helpful, please let me know and 1
can write you with other sightings. I am a dive master with Ed Robinson's
Diving Adventures on Maui and I also work with Hannah at Hawaii Wildlife Fund.

I waes scuba diving at the gt. Anthony's Wreck off Maui’s Kihei/Wailea
coast tocday (Feb. 6) in 65ft of water and saw turtle #J630. Some of the tags
said University of Hawaii but one just had the number. The turtle wé 3 looking
real healthy and was medium sized, abou t from head to tail.
Her tail was short go I'm assuming she was resting inside the
pPilot house of the wreck and went up to the surface and back down gz couple of
times while we were there (30 minutes) .

There are usually about 3 or 4 turtles there it seems. Today there were
at least 2, one bigger than J630 with no tags.

The customers were interested in the tagging process. Is it done at the

~ French Frigate Shoals?

Alocha,

Carrie Robertson

Ed Robinsen Diving Adventures
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---------- Forwarded message
Date: Sat, lﬂ_ﬁau_qgg_ld:l&ll EST
From: ALIGON@aol.com

Te: gbalazs@honlab,
Subject: Fwd: Turtle

Aloha George,

Just passing on information
apparently in the same exact

monhts ago.

Allan Ligon

336a Ailana Place
Kihei, HI 96753
(808) 874-3911
aligonfaol.com

= —————

nmfs. hawaii.edu

about another sigthing of the K-
location as I last reported to

Subject: Turtle

==

12 turtle. It was

From: dougpilot@yahoo.com at EXTERNAL
Te: aligen@aocl.com at EXTERNAL

Allan,

" Doug Williams and I dove Turtle Val
and we saw the tagged turtle under the same

K-12

ley toda

¥y 3/16/00

ledge. Tag

It looked like a large female but I did not have

anything to get measurements for you.

.

Doug

P3: Diving Kam 3 tomorrow at
be diving the south end of th
and Katy can join us,

1g Pilet

gpilot@yahoo. com
rather be diving!

Date: Sat, 18 Mar 2000 14:16:11 EST

From: ALIGON@aol.com

To: gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu

Subject: Fwd: Turtle

Aloha George,

Just paseing on information
apparently in the same

monhts ago.

Allan Ligon

336a Ailana Place
Kihei, HI 96753
(808) 874-3911
aligon@aocl . com

[ Part 2: "Included Message" ]

0800 and Sunday we will
e beach at Ulupa. Hope you

about another sigthing of the'K—lz turtle.
exact location as I last reported to you a coupl

Date: Thu, 16 Mar 2000 18:45:59 -0800 (PST)
From: Douglas Pilot <dougpilot@yahoo.coms

To: Allan Ligon <aligon®@aol.coms

Subject: Turtle
Allan,

Doug Williams and I dove Turtle V
and we saw the tagged turtle unde

K-12

alley today 3/16/00
r the same ledge. Tag

It locked like a large female but I did not have

anything to get measurements for you.

Doug

PS: Diving Kam 3 tomorrow at 0800 an
be diving the south end of

and Katy can join us.

Doug Pilot
dougpilot@yahoo. com
I'd rather be diving!

d Sunday we will
the beach at Ulua. Hope you
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Weekly Summary--Week 7 (98/08/15)

Arribada--the arrival

"Arribada" is a Spanish word meaning "arrival.” This term is used to describe the nesting
phenomenon of the ridley turtles, which appear to hold a meeting off a specific coastline and then
decide simultaneously that the time is right to lay their eggs. Thousands of female turtles can be
involved in an arribada.

At Honokowai, we experienced an arribada this week, and it was both rewarding and exhilarating.
Oh, the turtles didn't arribad or anything but it was an "arribada” nonetheless,

Experts arrived.
The first one to scramble up our beach was George Balazs of the National Marine Fisheries Service

in Honolulu. Soon he was accompanied by Mare Rice of the Hawaii Preparatory Academy, and
Denise Ellis, George's dive partner and colleague at the NMFS.

Experts arrived.

The time they spent with us was as intense as it was important in our scheme of things. Until now,
the turtles here have had pretty much just the two of us. We did the video, the photos, the writing, the
fussing and fretting, but our efforts were amateur--except for the fussing and fretting. We're pros at
that.

All this time the honu have had to content themselves with our limitations. This week we got some
- idea what it must have felt like to see the U.S. Cavalry come charging up over the hill.

The education of Peter and Ursula

‘We're still euphoric over what happened during the six dives we had with George and his crew. We
learned so much!

Regular readers might recall that we wrote about a new problem we are seeing here at Honokowai: a
tvpe of barnacle we nicknamed Clingons.

George tentatively confirmed that the barnacles, which we'd reported to him earlier in the summer,
were the same ones he'd seen only three times before, and only on dead or "near-dead" turtles sent to
him from Maui.

The honu not only cooperated with George and Co., it was almost as though they were volunteering
their services! Some turtles we'd rarely sighted showed up so George could have a look at them. For
example, 1998 Turtle 28 appeared after a lengthy absence. George captured it and examined the

http://www.turtles.org/98 week 7. htm 8/24/98



Honokowai Sea Turtles--Summer of 1998--Week 7 : Page 2 of 3

animal's overall health--it was poor.

For some reason none of us could determine, the turtles chose the first two mornings of George's
visit to feed in large numbers in the shallow waters just two or three condos north. While we've often
seen a few heads popping out of the water there in the past (no more than half a dozen), on these
mornings they seemed to be holding a convention.

Later, we started a dive by snorkelling up to that area to see if we could determine what they might
be eating. To our untrained eyes, the bottom seemed to be mostly the seaweed Acanthophora, which
we've seen juveniles eating from time to time. Naturally, we figured that's what they'd been after.
George, however, has analyzed the stomach contents of many Maui turtles and he almost always
finds that they've been feeding on a different seaweed: Pterocladia. The mystery was solved when
Denise picked up a fuzzy lump and shook it. Underneath she found--Pterocladia!

Much to our delight, we got many lessons like this one crammed into two and a half days. We were
left exhausted but happy, and George, Marc, and Denise have our sincerest gratitude.

It's clear from our farewells to George and his colleagues that they enjoyed their Honokowai
experience and that they love these honu too. We told George frequently how sweet and beautiful
and big Honokowai grows the greenies. From his up-close and personal look at them, we know he
also thinks these honu are cool.

Polzbarney update

On Wednesday, George and his crew captured Polzbarney with our help (we showed them where to
look). We videotaped and photographed the capture, but as soon as they got her onto dry land, we
were having a tough time dealing with it all. We both said it felt like betraying a friend, even though
our brains told us it was the right thing to do... that other turtles would benefit from what George
might learn about Polzbarney's disease.

‘When we heard George say, "...mouth tumours", our eyes reddened and tears welled. We then
hugged each other and broke down and cried, since we knew how devastating mouth tumours
usually are.

George, Marc, and Denise examined her, took tumour biopsies, and inserted a PIT tag. Whilc we
tried to photograph and videotape the procedure, there were times we had to stop and let out some
more tears. Our good friend could do no better than to be in the gentle and expert hands of George
Balazs and his assistants. We knew this and were very happy Polzbarney was getting that kind of
caring.

George, Mare, and Denise examined him, took
tumour biopsies, and inserted a PIT tag.

Still, to see this special little friend that we've seen since 1995 on her back and out of her element
was as distressing for us as it probably was for the sweet honu.
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finishing touches on this week's update,
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for our polution!! If T were older than 11, I would 1

My name is [K. R.] I love sea turtles! I think it is ve
animal wasn't hurt. Well got to go!! Bye!l!

Hi!
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end of the turtles. We often get similar email
finishing touch on a wonderful week, so we thought we'd share it with you.

she'd been before she was grabbed. Her

were small mouth tumours,

hope that they never will.

As we were putting the

Th
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On behalf of Polzbarney, 1998 Turtle 28, and ourselves, we'd like to take this o

All three of us are over it now. Peter and I feel onl
ledge by the next day and demonstrated no fear of
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lshla‘rﬂldé Princess

Conveniently Located in Lahaina Harbor

Room for 49 pa
Sailing
Snorkeling
Equipment
Soft Drinks
TURTLES

2 hour trips
3 daily depamlres 66 (—6105

Prices subject to change and 4 % GET and 2% Har bor Fee
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and Turtles
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Turtles /o, oy 1097

Green sea turtles are reptiles whose ancestors evolved on land
and returned to the sea to live about 150 million years ago.
They are one of the few species so ancient that they watched
the dinosaurs evolve and become extinct.
As reptiles, green sea turtles, like all other species of sea tur-
tles, possess the following traits:

They are cold-blooded, meaning that they get their body

heat from the environment rather than making their own.
They breathe air.

Their skin has scales.

Their name is derived from the fact that their inside body
fat is green.

Adult green sea turtles can weigh up to 500 pounds.
Green sea turtles live an average of 25 years.

Where juvenile turtles go to mature is unknown at
this date.
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MOLOKINI SNORKEL

and Turtle Town

25%Y Includes Continental Breakfast, ;
e Deli Lunch & Drinks -
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ody, laxative.

leather, juice,
tincture; add
Quirk: Smells

Products: Fruit: cap;s_ia

et value: Fruit, though every
er part of the noni tree has been |
d for healing—root, bark,

ves, flowers and seeds. 3
dicinal claims: Strengthens
immune system, energizes the

"TAWA
Other names: Kava, Piper meth-
syticum (intoxicating pepper).

Market value: Root.

Medicinal claims: Diuretic, pro-

duces calming effect.

Products: Root: powder, tincture,
drink; root/stems/leaves: tea.
Quirk: Tongue and gums become

numb when ingesting ‘awa.
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DIVE MOLOKINI 69 *
DIVE LANAI 99

Dive Maui’s pristine marine preserve at Molokini crater. Loaded with
tropical fish and sometime home to the Hawaiian monk seal, white tip
reef shark and the occasional whale shark. Cont. breakfast & lunch inc.
i At Ma'alea Harbor Village,
Phone 244-333 7 iust a few minutes away frfm
(BIG-DEEP) all major resort areas,
Open9am-5 pm, daily,
For more details see pages
S8\ 8-9and a valuable coupon
¥ on page 154,

% Kanaio ‘Sea Cave Adventures

* Deluxe Molokini Snorkeling Tours

e * Combination Tours

* Whale Watch (seasonal)

* Express Molokini Tours

* Snorkel/Whale Watch (seasonal)

* 6 and 24 Passenger Private Charters Available

(Destinations weather permitting)

www.BlueWaterRafting.com

skippy.jpg
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btralght carapace length
Stralght carapace length (cm) ‘mL quuamycm _
35-39.9 . 105
40-44.9 TR
45-49.9 e
50.54.9 L Ty

55.59.9

3.0
| 60-64.9 3.6
65-69.9 43..

' :l 7 Q--74.9' 4.9
| 75-79.9 5.6

' NMFS, HONOLULU LAB

- Marine Turtle Research

e 2570 Dole Street
Honolulu, HI 96822-2396

" Ctirved carapace length

. Curved carapace length (cm) mL Liquamycin
| 40-44.9 T
:‘45-49.9_ _ 115 =
| 50-549. To-

55-59.9" =
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Dear Mr. Heacox,

You don’t know me but we have something in common. We both watch over the
same community of sea turtles swimming around Honockowai, West Maui. You

watch them in the "winter" from Pikake. We watch them underwater while
staying at Nohonani.

George Balazs has told us about you --how you carefully watched/counted
turtles each day of your vacation. I guess that‘’s another thing we have in
common. We count them too. We stay at Nohonani July and August every
year. By the end of our vacation we count well over a hundred turtles.

But there is a group of resights we see summer after summer. You’ll have
likely seen a monstrous shell break surface. That’s Zeus. He's lived at
"Reef2" (directly opposite the Pikake) since 1992. Another large shell
will surface there too. His name is Kaula and we’ve known him since
1989. A whole decade.

If you see two tiny shells from your lanai surfacing they are Makana and

Akebono. Honokowai has ‘em BIG and small! - tm%yrg
We tell the story of your turtles (the very ones you’ve watched so B .Olg
faithfully all these years) on a webpage called Turtle Trax. I hope one - {Dg
day you can visit it. = 100g
They’'re at http://www.turtles.org

Eo————
Turtle Trax also features the work/contributions of George Balazs, the
honu’s pioneer researcher. George is every bit as charismatic as his
subjects and almost as interesting!
The turtle in the poster is Aikane ("friendly"). 1It's the best photo I've
ever taken. I took it in 1993 and even though I now have better camera and
flash, I‘ve never had a better turtle! nother

But I think you’ll enjoy the videotape the most. Those are all honu you’ve

been watching --Honokowai honu. Much.of the footage was shot at Reef2 deas
--opposite Pikake. The little honu in the video? They are certainly the

ones you see feeding on the seawall each morning and evening.

I’ve also given you "raw" tape at the end. Just bits and pieces of last
summer --just so you can see what they do underwater. George has dived
with your honu too and enjoys them a great deal.

He’s told me how much he’s appreciated your important sighting reports over

the years. We’re just writing to let you know that we appreciate them as
well.

Warmest aloha
Ursula Keuper-Bennett
Peter A. Bennett
e UL TUU IS UL Affect or Effect?

I have to : To “affect” is to influence. To “effect” is to cause.
I have seen / | saw

| have done./ | did

® Punctuation )
A comma is used to indicate a pause within a sentence, and to group words that belong together.
A colon is used prior to a list or long quotation.

A semicolon indicates a greater pause than that which is indicated by a comma; and is often used
between groups of words separated by commas.

An apostrophe is used to indicate the possessive case of nouns as in Jenny’s pen: to form 2 contraction

as in I've or they’ve; and to form the plural of a letter or number as in the three R’s, 7’s and 11 s =
An hyphen divides words in syllables such as compound words like twenty-five.

A quotation mark indicates the exact words someone spoke. Use with titles of songs, short st
titles, short plays, television programs, magazine articles and poems.

Underlining is used with the titles of books, movies, newspapers, magazines, long plays an
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Turtle ﬁ’”’” our sécond } The qwesome Hawaiian Sea Turtles * | @
snorkel stop. are one of the many sights you'll see - &
b o at our second site Kalaeloa a.k.a.

Marine Turtle Research
®
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