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Date: Fri,\2 aug 2002
From: JohKtb@cs | co
To: gbalazsehon -nmfs.hawaii.edy
Subject: injured turtle

I spent about two hours in Champagne Pond today,

hanging out somewhere elge these days, the coun
lower than usual. Anyway, T wi

a few other people to be on the lookout for the turtle with the hook,
let you know if I run into it.

Aloha,




W | back. When the

~ | group went across the street and ripped up a

—————| outof a car which was parked at the tennis

—————— asked if they were going fishing. The males

e
—

- | 8o, she found others in the group had blocked

— | car were registered to a different car!|

“Communit

Residents Angry about Treatment of
Sea Turtles

A recent turtle harassment incident has raised
to a fever pitch the anger of community
residents about the way turtles are being :
treated by campers coming into Champagne
Pond from the lava flow and by some visitors
and intruders into our community.

On April 21, 2002, oceanside residents saw
| several males in their 20’s harassing a turtle,
. rding on its back and shaking it and throwing
| iton the rocks! She called to them to stop
. doing that as turtles are protected by state and
federal law. Their answer to her is not
- printable but they also said they could do
whatever they wanted to in their water with
+ their turtles and they’d been here longer than
she had. She called 911 for help. The males
~1 came up on her property and threatened her
repeatedly, all of which was picked up by the
+ 911 operator who told her to go back into her
house and lock the door. When she turned to

| her way and were still threatening her. Finally
neighbors heard the ruckus and came and
chased them off. The men said they’d be
police left, saying that turtle
not in their jurisdiction, the

i‘ harassment was

tree growing there apparently just

to be
obnoxious.

. Arash of harassment incident reports began
. alittle over a year ago.

On the evening of February 11, 2001,
| renters in the community saw 2 males getting

- The Newsletter of Kapohe Beach Lotg sosr. .o
_Neighborhood Watch Committea -, =7 -

y Needs Action on
Harassment

June 2002

In early May of 2001, one of Peggy Forgues’
registered sea turtles, a female, died in her pond
which is right next to Champagne Pond. When
it was examined, a hole was found in its shell
like a bullet or spear hole. A caretaker said it
had been acting funny the day before.

On June 3, 2001, a resident found a dead
turtle by Champagne Pond, Another person
 reported that they saw local men playing with it

and shaking it.

On June 12 a person called police that a turtle
was being harassed at Champagne Pond.
Although the officer came, neither he or the
Watch patroller could find the man who called
in the complaint, the harassers or the turtle - but
there were many, many campers (also illegal
according to the State) on the lava flow adjacent
to the Pond.

On October 29, 2001, a baby sea turtle was
found in the Forgues’ pond. Only a very old
male turtle was supposed to be in the pond.
Someone, probably swimming in Champagne
Pond, put the little turtle in. Watch called the
State Department of Land and Natural
Resources (DLNR) who came the next day and
took the turtle out and put it back into the sea.

Another person called Waich on May 28 that -
the evening before, several children at a rental
unit were beating a turtle. Other renters yelled
at them to stop and they did.

- There are several other similar incidents where
people are seen bothering, shaking or riding on
the backs of sea turtles. -

court (illegal in our community). The renters

had nets and long poles with nooses on them.
They said they were going “reptile hunting”
Police were called. They searched the parcel
across from the tennis court to the ocean but
couldn’t find anyone. Also, the plates on the

wm;vjég?!_

A quarterly publication of
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Turtles (Cont)

The problem with this is that state/federal law
enforcement is far away. Our residents are
having to act as police for the safety of the
_____ turtles. We need more/faster help from the law.

County police officers should know all the
State and Federal laws about turtle protection.
———_ DLNR should contact Puna police to set up

sessions about these laws. DLNR’s Aquatic
- Resource Division has put up 2 signs, one in the
community and one on private property on the
ocean. However, they only say that turtles are
protected. They should also give a phone number
to call if anyone sees a turtle being harassed.
After all, it is a federal crime and we need to do,
——— something about these incidents occurring. If

education is the answer, then the local media
— needs to pick up on this and bring it into the

open, particularly when conservation of the
~ Northern Hawaiian Islands is an issue now.

If you see anyone harming a turtle, you are
asked to call National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) emergency hot-line at 1-800-853-1964.

If you see a standed or sick, injured or dead
—__trtle, phone NMFS at 808-983-5730. On
weekends, call 808-587-0077. Please keep these
—_numbers by your phone.

Watch will continue to work to educate the
public that all sea turtles are protected and that the
———————— Green Sea turtle is listed as an Endangered
Species. Harassing or hurting it is a federal

‘em alone!! %

- - L]

L REPORTS AND REMINDERS .V

b

W
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US Government Turtle Count

Due to the number of turtle incidents reported
from our area, the federal government sent a
scientist from Honolulu to research the number
and physical condition of the turtles in
Champagne Pond and the surrounding area.

A graduate student, a scientist from the Big
o Island, as well as a KBL resident and a
vacationer, assisted in capturing, examining,
- ——— measuring, counting, and tagging turtles. The
tags, which are inserted into the turtle’s back
——— flipper, allow the turtle to.be tracked by satellite.
The turtles also have a letter and a number on -

June 2002

~ones) were surprised by the residents and ran

.B_qlleﬁn Board Phone : S

* Anyone wishing to reconnect the phone, pay ¢

- offense which carries heavy penalties! Just lcav‘S\w‘

10" ~5have water tests performed at the same time, he

——— their shells to help swimmers and turtle watchers
identify them. One turtle captured was found to

~— have an old metal tag on its front flipper which
showed it came from the Kona side!

Guard Shack Graffiti
During the early morning hours of April 8,

the guard shack at the entrance to our
community was graffittied. Residents quickly
-repainted it and were able to save the artwork
donated by one of our former residents. Police
responded quickly. Although Watch suspects
it was the work of two teenagers, no charges
have been brought. Earlier that week, a
resident’s car was rifled. Nothing important
was taken. The two teenagers (maybe the same

away. | e

o longer can you phone a resident from a
phone at the bulletin board. While this was a -
great convenience for residents and. their
guests, the Association Board of Directors =
-has removed the phone due to misuse, abuse
and vandalism by non-residents. e

the bill and the repairs, and maintain the area” ¢
around the bulletin board is welcome to do so.

Water Testing Lab in Keaau

Robert Ely has opened a water testing
business in Keaau. He will test pond water,
whether fresh, brackish or salty, even in the
sea coves, e.g., Champagne Pond, as well as
catchment water, He is currently working on a
gmject for the Vacationland Conservation

"ea. e

.« he can get at least 10 persons to signupto —

will do them for $30 each. Call Mr. Ely at
982-9767.

Yippeé!! I1 - no more sending samples to
Honolulu!!

WATCH MEMBERS LIST :
CO-COORDINATORS:
Lorraine Stahr-- 965-0176
Peggy Wynn - 965-7153

BLOCK CAPTAINS:

Mike Gleason - 965-0622 Upper hill area
Lynette Yunis - 965-4026 Laimana area
Peggy Wynn - 965-7153 - Alapai area

Pat Kelly - 965-8508 Kapoho Beach Road-

Neighborhood Wazc}l

Kapoho Beach Lots

RR 2 Box 3901

Pahoa, HI 96778

\

Neighborhood Watch meets the second
Tuesday of each month. Watch the bulletin
board for the location. EVERYONE IS —t
WELCOME!
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—— Subject: Re: We have a turtle! < R

_ she informed me that she had seen 'sp! swimming the prev

——brought the turtle back to their house covered with a tarp. this made ey

77

Date: Thu, 04 Jul 2002 22:45:25 -1000 | e
From: Stephanie Puleo <stephaniepu1eo@hotmail.com> 1
To: gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu

mailed u in regards to thig

ponds and we decided that maybe the woman had just seen 'sp' basking.

i knew youpe—— 4

however, i wrote my home phone and pager number down on a business card Bl i

for sylvia so she could call me directly if they saw or heard anything

more about the incident. the following day she called; they had founqg I

the dead 'gp! turtle. frank Ltook a wheelbarrow out to the beach adn

what could have been a very difficult pPick-up easy for us and we thanked | S
them both for their enormous help.

1 -

Date: Fri, 2 Aug 2002 18:16:18 EDT

S

From: JohKtbecs.com T

To: gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu

Subject: Re: Hook in neck of Champagne Pond turtle + fishing line_down —————
throat? MM- ——

Aloha George, : 8L
I heard about the turtle from another resident, but I have not swam in —_ R
3 Champagne Pond for a couple of days. I will go today and let you know what I i
- find. Hope all is well. | S
Mahalo, |
L ‘John and Nancy L et s Lo il = A2 ——=——_ N




Date: Tue, 6 Aug 2002 01:09:48 EDT
From: JohKtb@cs.com

To: gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu
Subject: Re: injured turtle o o
Hi George,

An update: I was down by Kapoho Bay today and saw a turtle hanging out with
a hook and floater attached. I ran and got my gear, and it turns out it was
F8, I think. I'm sure about the F, but the 8 was half rubbed off. I chased
the bugger with my handy needlenose pliers, and I almost caught him near the
bottom. He dragged his body along some rocks trying to avoid me, and, low

~ and behold, the hook and float came off. I can take no credit, but it was
nice to see. By the way, S1, S3, and S10 were in Champagne Pond today, and
everyone was having a nice, lazy day.
Bill Stearns' family is in town for his 80th birthday, so rest assured Molly
Brown is eating gourmet style these days. I will, however, scratch her okole
for you. Nancy, Dan, Maggie, Kai the baby, Bill, Sylvia, Frank, Scrappy,
Akua, and Molly all say hello.
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Marine Turtle Research
2570 Dole Street
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Editor’s note: Those who travel
around the Big Island can find the
remnants of a bygone erq nearly
everywhere. This column attempts to

explain the history behind some of
them.

he Kapoho graben — a
slice of the earth’s crust
that’s subsided between two

bordering faults to the north

and south — resembled a
large slice of a pie. The seaward edge
of the graben was the wider edge, and
tended to drop downward during
changes in the level of the laya that
supported it. This was due to jts posi-
tion directly over the east rift zone of
Kilauea.

During times of volcanic stability
the Kapoho graben remained station-
ary, and there were no changes in sea
level on its outward edge. As long ag
the summit remained inflated with

- lava, the Kapoho graben did not move

as the charged column of magma

+ under it supported it much as a

hydraulic jack can support the weight

Kapoho Village loses

The Riddle
of the Relic

Kent Warshauer

of a automobile.

A submarine eruption on the east
rift zone triggered changes in the
Kapoho graben much Iike the actions
of a hydraulic jack. To lower the auto
from its lifted position, the mechanic
opens a valve and the fluid returns to
the reservoir and the piston retracts. A
submarine eruption does the same
thing. The magma supporting the
Kapoho graben drained away, causing
the land to subside.

During historic times the coastline
off Kula has chan ged, the first instance
following a one-day submarine erup-

' tion reported by Mrs. Sarah J. Lyman

onJan, 22, 1884. A large part of the

See KAPOHO,
Page 35




~ tug-o-war with Pele

0 2,500 5,000
feet

oastline

the village was heralded with a series of earthqua

Map by Jim Kauahikaua, USGS

______This map shows the major lava flows that overran Kapoho. The destruction of

ies that began in January 1960.
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coastline disappeared under the
sea. As this particular eruption ~

occurred in shallow water, it .
Wwas noticed from shore and °
reported. e
Undoubtedly, other recent
underwater eruptions have
occurred, as changes in the.
summit crater had been also

 recorded as large collapse

events occurring Aug. 13, 1883,
March 7, 1886, March 7, 1891
and again July 11, 1894. These
events probably occurred in
deep water, as they were not
reported by local residents.
Changes were noticed in the
shoreline, as early maps record-
ed the receding coastline during
surveys done in 1880, 1895,
1924 and 1960, -
~ On April 2, 1924, 2 swarm
of earthquakes began near the -
Kilauea caldera, and migrated
down the east rift zone, central-
izing in the Kapoho area by
April 20 as the walls 5f Hale-
maumau began to collapse on
theé summit. The Kapoho area -
began to shake as the graben
dropped, due most likely to a
submarine eruption in deep

water draining the magma col-
i lﬁ[‘n. .

 ———

mes or businesses. Two

remote fishponds were leased
for mullet farming, the five-

' acre Mizukami Pond and the
Ipoho Lagoon, now to be
known as Higashi Pond, 7

Surveys and permits were
completed on the Kapoho
Beach Lots and all access roads

+ provided when the lots, starting

at $575 each, went on sale June
7, 1952, This 75- to 80-acre
subdivision contained 125 lots,
and was considered a semi-pri-
vate luxury subdivision,
Electricity to Kapoho was a
of the people, but the
community at this time lacked
the $16,000 of the required
-$40,000 needed to bring it into

 the village. It was not until Oct,
- 7,1959, that electricity came to

Kapoho Village, beach lots and
school. This was due to the
Lymans investing $90,000 into
the $155,566 project, as they

" had something bigger in mind

On May 6, 1958, it was
announced that a Hilo syndi-
cate headed by real estate bro-
ker Peter Hayashi had pur-
chased a 90-acre tract at Kula
for $172,500. This purchase
included the Waiakea Lagoon

~and the “last truly authentic
~ Hawaiian village” according to
' Richard Lyman, president of
hei

the Lyman irs.

b \\hf’l 0{-3'?

OF KAPOHO

.~ The destruction of Kapoho .

and its graben was a slow
process. The first big disaster
befell the Kapoho community
at 7 p.m. March 3, 1955, when
a crack developed on the west-
ern edge of the village and -
opened up into the town itself,
This phenomenon had also
occurred during the earth
movements of 1924, but this
case was different,

Lava began to spew from the
western edge, and flow towards
the town at 9:30 p.m. along a

- newly surveyed highway. This

outbreak was situated in cane
fields owned by S. Tkeda, S.
Kakugawa and K. Fujisaka. By
2:25 a.m. the following morn-
ing, the Tkeda house and P, .
Caniete houses had been
burned and the ruins covered
with lava. An old railroad
embankment at the head of the
Kapoho graben prevented the
destruction of the town, as the
lava flow stopped upon enter-
ing the town’s ballfield. Some
450 acres of cane land were put
out of production, eliminating
Olaa Sugar Co. cane growing
operations at Kapoho, although
private planters continued to
operate. Small coffee, papaya,
vanda orchids, and vegetabie
farms replaced these fields.

. SLOW DESTRUCTION -




* chased the lots they'd been

. The earthquakes in Kapoho

igereased in intensity by April ——

22 when great cracks began to
form as the graben dropped into
the sea, and water began to rush
info low lying areas. Earth-
quakes continued as new cracks

" opened and closed — one crack-

ctushing a cow, On April 25,
the earth near the railroad com-
pany’s dancing pavilion -
diopped 90 feet, and a crack
opened in the Japanese ceme-

as it also ped 30 feet,
t?-éi'he Kula f:;ﬁlﬂ dropped 10 to
12 feet along its nearly five-
mile length, and the southern
side of the Kapoho graben fell a
foot or two. The sea flooded -
inland, forming Ipoho Lagoon
(Higashi's Fishpond) as the
coastline sank another 14 feet,
leaving coconut trees standing
in 12 feet of water,

THE KAPOHO LAND AND

DEVELOPMENT CO. LTD.

: In early 1948, the Lyman .
family heirs decided to develop
their 12,000 acres in Kapoho,
and a family corporation was
organized for this purpose. The
Kapoho Land and Development
Co. Ltd. was organized Sept.
28, 1948, with Richard J.
Lyman Jr. as president, Arthur
Lyman as vice presidentand
treasurer, and Clarence Lyman
secretary,

* A new road from the light-
house to the Kapoho Beach
shoreline allowed the subdivi-
sion of recreational sites for
cottages among the many tide-
pools in the area, as surveyors
began plotting various areas for
either lease or sale,

. By 1950 about 40 residents
of Kapoho Village had pur-

leasing and on which they had

- This sale, by the way, kicked
off the subdivision land boom

.Tesulting in most of the sub-

standard Puna subdivisions we
have today. Ironically, the syn-
dicate planned an exclusive
subdivision with a small boat
harbor, deluxe hotel and a 18-
hole golf course around
Higashi Pond to be developed
by the Lyman interests. The vil-
lage site was cleared of vegeta-
tion, revealing the ruins of
ancient fishing settlements,
which were destined to become
a park and picnic area near the

_proposed hotel. :

On March 26, 1959, the
Kapoho Land and Development
Co. Ltd. announced a develop-
ment plan for Kapoho calling

for a hotel overlooking the Ipo-

ho Lagoon, coast and warni
springs. This resort was to have
120 guest suites, to be expand-
ed to 250, !

Also planned was a 25-acre
community center in the heart
of Kapoho, complete with com-
munity, civic and commercial
buildings, ballfields and parks,
and a 23-acre industrial arex as
well as a small airport. Also

lanned were 183 farm lots of -
ive acres each.

On April 30, 1959, a hui
consisting of James Kuwaye,
Norman Lyman, Kazuhisa Abe,
Stanley Hara, Jack Suwa and
Yoshio Yanagaws, purchased
900 acres and planned for a

93

~ OnJan. 10, 1960, earth-

quakes again rocked the ancient
buildings in Kapoho. On Jan.
12-13, people working in fields
north of the village experienced
earthquakes made it hard to
remain standing. Earth cracks
opened in and around the vil-
lage as the graben sank, and at
10:30 a.m. on the 13th, Kapoho
Village was declared a disaster
area by the Civil Defense
Agency and evacuation of the -
300 or so inhabitants began.

- At 7:30 p.m. lava fountains
broke out in a sugar cane field,
and a crack opened towards the
sea a half mile long, spewing
lava and steam. Located a half
mile northwest of Kapoho Vil-

-lage, this vent soon built a cin-
der cone dubbed Puu Laimana
for Senator Lyman, owner of
the land, about a third of a mile
from the center of town.

Lava flows issuing from this =

cone had traveled to the ocean
‘by Jan. 15, where the cold
water diverted and stalled the
flow. This caused the lava to
inflate and fill the former shal-
low valley. Hastly built earth
and rock walls put up by bull-
dozers failed to contain the
lava, and on Jan, 17-18,
Higashi Pond and Warm
Sptings were overrun,

The tiny hamlet of Koae,
former headquarters of the
Eldert Ranch, was the next vie-
tim, succumbing Jan, 23-29,
Along with William Elderts

000 home, eight other
dwellings, the Hoonaauo

“Japanese architecture” hotel church and hall and the Puula
resort, a beach subdivision with  church hall were consumed,

lots from 10,000 to 20,000 Wwiping the tiny community off
square feet and 2/ and l-acre  “the map, .
lots for farming and homesite Meanwhile, the remainder of
purposes,

Kapoho had fared no better,




On the evening of Jan. 27,

! lava flows buried the majority

. of Kapoho town and also
 burned four buildings of the
! Kapoho School. Only 15 build-

ings in the town remained by

| morning as the eruption was -

producing some 6,600,000

.. cubic yards of a day. As the
"' lava overflowed the graben,
- more structures were destroyed.
w. . Three homes of the Tanioka,
" - Higashi and Fukumoto families

were moved out of the way of
the advancing flows.

Pele targeted the beach com-
munities next and burned the
U.S. Coast Guard lighthouse

keeper’s residences Feb. 2.
Lava then overran both Kula
Village site and the Waiakea
and Mizukami fishponds,
burned the teacher’s cottage at
Kapoho School, and also invad-
ed the Kapoho Beach Lots. On

* 'Feb. 3, the million-dollar subdi-
-vision began to shrink as lava

replaced $40,000 lutury beach
homes. By the eruption’s end
on Feb. 19, 1960, 10 buildings
and 30 lots were destroyed in
the Kapoho Beach Lots.

The town of Kapoho ceased
to exist, as only three buildings
survived the assault. Eighteen

. acres of cane land were

 along with 71 residences and

churches and public buildings.

- ahouse in the Kapoho Beach

destroyed and 533 acres were .

' damaged by cinder fall, more -

than 40 farms destroyed by lava :
16 business establishments, -
Only the old Railroad Station, -

Mukai home and Nakamura
Store survived, the latter being -

BN AR we & @ -

- dismantled by Yoshio Nakamu- .-

ra and the lumber used to build

LI R A

lots, leaving only the sign.-
Readers who have questions

Jor Kent Warshauer. the Sugar .

Mill Spy, can write to him in -
care of the Tribune-Herald, :
F.0. Box 767, Hilo, HI 96721. :
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102 | Ly - Marine Turtle Research
e Mototooled turtles at Kapoho, Hawaii u, HI 968222396
T Mototool # Tag # Date Location SCL (cm) | Weight (Ib)
J1 424D135E5A | 5/13/02 Kapoho, Jo Mitchell 60.2 - —
T 425012380E :
e | J2 4243153236 5/13/02 Kapoho, Jo Mitchell Blind Inlet 75.0 - i
424E403863 o -
sy J3 423D770E2B 5/13/02 Kapoho, Jo Mitchell Blind Inlet 59.9 - B
424D0D6D60 - b
m———— S1 424D2B355D 5/13/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 54.6 -
424F0F131C [
=== F1 424D0A5F56 5/14/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 44.1 26.0
424F0D4471 |
e S2 424D0E4556 5/14/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 48.3 -
s 4250136B0A —
S3 423F3A0E72 5/14/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 57.6 -
424E752E50 g
MER 42434F7668 5/14/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 52.9 -
s k! 4250324F10 o
RC 424D05435C 5/14/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 63.5 -
sapea ) 42501E1224
F2 423334300D 5/14/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 61.1 - |-
e e 4239614827 =
F3 424F105A44 5/14/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 89.7 - L
e ——— 4250371044
SP 423F274925 5/14/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 514 -
T 424E7C6D7D
ML V717 5/14/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 49.6 35.0
P V718
A LTI - 407C7A4924
Q\ 423D7D2549
3 4243396667 g
% Sw /| 422E702E62 5/14/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 49.2 . |
c / 42333E1C62 el
DX1 422F0A5D3F 5/14/02 Kapoho, Jo Mitchell Blind Inlet 75.5 - -
—_— 4232356159
DX2 7966 5/14/02 Kapoho, Jo Mitchell Blind Inlet 85.2 -
—————— 422D4D6C08
/N | 422E7C3E47 e
@ 422D760E19 5/15/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 43.3 -
4236356C7A
3 F4 422D6A1A4A 5/15/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 53.0 47.0
42323E4447 - :
S5 422F1D275A 5/15/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 52.2 50.0
4234B6E5C59
F5 4232511C58 5/15/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 59.5 65.0
423254401B
F6 422F080020 5/15/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 55.9 57.0 e
- 4234624214
DMP 423230347F 5/15/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 45.9 320 -
B == — 42334A1D57
S6 422D4F4030 5/15/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 471 - 34.0
422F0A2B15

Marine Turtle Research Program ———
Mational Marine Fisheries Service
Honolulu Laboratory -
2570 Dole Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2396




| | Mototool # Tag # Date Location SCL (cm) Weight (Ib)
| s7 422D62752C 5/17/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 44.8 32.0 =
—— 422E745C5E :
! F7 422F0A6613 5M17/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 423 25.0
E s ] 423239081D
: S8 422F181428 5/17/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 42.7 23.0
e 4236153867
F8 422D5F6C03 5/17/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 446 26.0
T Ak 42324E6167 \
TR S9 4235706F07 5/17/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 43.0 22.0
4236414C6F
- — F9 422F1B6B14 5/17/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 48.8 37.0
42360B5A6E
— | S10 422E752F59 5/17/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 60.6 66.0
Lo 422F046E69
— - F10 422E59672A 5/17/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 61.4 77.0
1 42397F5661
[ RE 422F0A3E52 | 5/17/02 Kapoho, Champagne Pond 465 33.0
! 4234764B11




S A APOHD T =By Zouzey o | N\

PUAL O Safoedsy ..

Rt [ g S0P {6y il pave
X Oy ____&_“;b@ﬁ Sliredt 4RI | shodad Coor, i
S

Sl " o kA . (i S Coen, ST




0=,
AN










| mf.D //L}(fe?L JZ) i maée/ beveso — sy il
. Aj— W 5@7/%}5;5',—5 (htj[%ﬁ ___J_‘__"
_MIL %L e D_ICA& L‘Sj % de ozl
- ) SMM ] I_l_ WﬁEC 5
DA, /NIlbHT

L bty L@u;m@daﬂ -
j’ﬂdm—b%ﬁ% %’ _)—0_&{11‘0[0@




1 1:2 ‘Date: Tue, 28 May 2002 14:16:58 -0400
From: johktbecs.com :

To: George H. Balazs <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus
~ Subject: RE: Kapoho photos 4/17/02

— = "George H, Balaza" <gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus wrote:

~>John, here the digitals taken on Friday. Let me know if you receive them
>ok. If not, I'll have a diskette made and mail to you. Aloha, I
- ~  —>miss Kapoho, please pat Molly for me! George

> a a a a é é **********************ﬁ****************
- O e 508 5 5 508 * 5 855 George H. Balazs, Leader & § &+
>4 444484 * 4 Marine Turtle Research Program & &%
—_ ~—> 4848 &4 & 4 & * 4National Marine Fisheries Service a*
> 8 8444aéa+ & a asWrFse Honolulu Laboratory & & &*
= R 8 A8 808 A % 2 9570 Dole Street 4 4 4 4 4 3 5%
> a&aaasg4was Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2396 USA & *
— >4 4a4484*443: aTel: (808) 983-5733 5 4 & 4 a *
>844848448*44 4 aFax:(808) 983-2902 & 448484+
——————> § 5 & 4 8 5 %35 égbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu a *
Sea 5 8§ A s 5 **********************t**w*************
— —————=="Fire ip the Turtle Houde: The Green Sea Turtle and the Fate of the Ocean"
aa

> a <http://www.publicaffairsbooks.com/books/fire.htm1>

>
Aloha George,

~—————Awesome pics!!! Thank you very much. Robert just loved them! I also got the
pies in the mail on Friday. Sorry I did not get to you sooner, but I do not
—  _ have e-mail at home, and with the Memorial Day weekend, this is my first chance
to thank you. We will be doing a lot of language arts stuff with this. His
~—————— mom thanks you as well.
Just FYI: Nancy and I have been snorkeling quite a bit lately. We still gee
-~ Mauna Lani regularly, but I have not seen any other tagged turtles. Yesterday,
we saw five turtles in the bay, actively feeding right outside of Champagne
e W -~ Pond, not a tumor to be seen. They were all beautiful. We also had a visit
with Albert, the turtle in the pond by Marty Burch. He seems healthy, but I
E. . & U ___don't know how happy he is. Bill Stearns also received his package, and asked
me to thank you for him.
PEER b T __ We hope to do this again sometime. Please let us know when there are turtle
activities on the Big Island. We will definitely support.
oo Hope you and your family are well. Take care, -and I will e-mail you with any

turtle info. I see in Kapoho Bay and Champagne Pond
Mahalo nui,

John Theismann

.
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—, ; each Lots Beacon September 2001 Page 3/l

~ Reports (Cont)

I
——+———THE GARAGE SALE IS ON AGAIN!
| We ARE having a garage sale at Sacred Heart

weh in Pahoa! It's planned for

~———TJRDAY, OCTOBER 6 from 7:00 am until

m. We will be setting up October 5 at
——All proceeds will go to support the
Beach I .atg Neighborhood Watch

September 2001

HAPPENING IN

PUNA!!

pcho Beach Lots
tch Committee

Neighborhood Wa

THINGS ARE

—~

The Newsletter of Ka

-

Beach Lots Beacon

| 78. It
_ : : for
«Cy to be accepted. Terms are for 2
gin January 1. The Association

1e forms the first of September,

"t have one yet, or you need further

—— please call Patricia Morlock,

510.

HERE’S SOME GOOD NEWSL...
The State‘s Natural Energy Lab hasissueda =~

Request for Proposals to use 4 acres of State-

owned land and an abandoned building across = =

from Leilani Estates Drive on the road to

Pohoiki. The building was a visitor’s I

museum for what was then fairly new

technology: a geothermal well. The well was

. finded in the “70s by the State, University of i

Hawaii and research groups and used as an e B

incubator for new ideas using the energy and

heat from the well. 2

The Natural Energy Lab encourages the use
of natural resources and local entreprenurism
in helping the development of business in i
the community. It hopes that the proposals :
will make use of the existing building on the 3 = —

* property. The proposal deadline is in mid-
October. Stay tuned!

ND SOME BAD!

?.oo i
InJ ne of idents found a
- femalgGreen Sea turtleiead in aprivate tidal- -
pool ne ond. The Department
of Land and Natural Resources was called.
The turtle looked as though it had a bullet or
spear hole in its shell. It had been acting
funny the day before according to local
residents. -

uo weeks later, another femal
as found dead in the same
Oficone saw local persons who were
camping on the lava flow, playing with it and
shaking it. Later they found it dead. Again
DLNR was called and is investigating the
deaths. i

Green Sea )

e i

The Green Sea turtle, as you know, is an R
endangered species. There are hefty federal
fines for bothering or harming them,

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

o

Watch has a list of Emergency Phone
Numbers and Addresses for County and Lk
Government Offices. Watches share these a - b
lists and ask that we offer them to our
community members. If you’d like to have a
copy of this list, please call Lorraine Stahr, N
965-0176. The list is currently being updated R - I3
bzt will be available in the next few weeks.

Kapoho Beach Lots Neighborhood Watch kel __ s
RR 2 Box 3901 il
Pahoa, HI 96778 E =




(Mfs) Jo Mitchel DR e G T -
| 77 Ala Muku St &
———+— Hilo, HI 96720

———— | (808) 935-769% (Jo’s residence] 9135-767C u SEEE R
(808) 965-7851 [Beach home] | )

o | @/ua kM“&’M 3

e Animal sighted (c:rc i
Number qf apimals: ( . B, if kno . g i
A Date: _} f 74 Observer Ve oo
g ! Address & phofie :
Time: A{ L0 . INA

Location:

—— Observed fro le): shore, .
while skin gf SCU iving (on suriace Q

oy Estimated s ize {length):_ Ocec). 7#n

( such as color pattern: injuries; _~ D&
whether flspper tags are resent(Y/N ; color and number-of-the ag(s);
- bleach marks (number{letter), behawor and weather)

___ i} 2200 e fFrecy J YU/ 7"@: yfles

Seals and sea turtles are protected under Federal and State law, |

DO NOT DISTU
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J d's,)Kapoho Be dAHouse I

- YPEACE Fi LA %L CET I

E | Thank you for your recent Interest in renting my Kapoho beach home. “
| am sending this form iatter so you may familiarize yourself with this area. ‘

= Hawaii is the largest, southern-most island in the Hawaiian chain, lying

L approximately 200 miles southeast of the main isjang of Qahu. Kapohois 30 ~—
miles from the Hilo Airport. . . .

The beach house is located in an area of vacation homes - you will not Ik
- feel isolated, nor wil! you feel Growded. It is ten steps away from: a i

__ protected lagoon 'which termperate water is a mixture of fresh springs and —]
| ocean water - the bottom of which is iava, as is the make-up of the islands.
- You will especially enjoy svrimining and sinorkeling. :

| 3 .~ The house has two bedrgpoms - one on a split level with a nalf bath, i
and the other bedroom is on ground level with a fu| bath. - Also, overlooking

- the living room area js a sleeping loft which can accommodate several people .
|~ On mattresses. There is a separate Qaltg&augg_y_\;‘i;h Shower for an after swim
| change. Thers is.an open living room ‘dnd Kitchen (fully furnished with all IR
.appliances, towels, bedding etc.) and a sunken dining room - all located in —

. pleasant agpen surroundings. There is no garbage disposal (the fishes act as |

~— Natures disposal - byt only soft foods, pleaseb. Garbage must be bagged §
. with tenants providing their own bags; tenants are responsibie fsr iakinn b

their garbage to either Pahog or Keaau dump sites. There is 3 teiephone, b!;t

- long distance char s are prohibited. There is 3 television with iaception o
B onf channel. - itk .y VCR dlives é weie < i

— —

i T - k—‘:‘&l-_'g no ;r‘n'z‘i.-i‘Sa_-‘;_ —
»  Thetown of Pahoa iz 8_miles from Kapoho where there are _

restaurants, stores, a theater and laundromat. There is 5 washing machine

| at the house, but no dryer. There z:e clothes-fines out of doors and aiso in i
—. the laundry room. : )

To confirm your reservation, please send the appropriate deposit as
| determined by the accompanying Rental Rate Schedule,

-~ If you have further questions, please feel free to contact me and | will T
be glad to answer themall.
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> Savinga

~ Coral Gar en

Community members are Jorging a hard-wop consensus on =~

BY ALaN D. McNARIE Blakey, who has lived on the edge of the

o ast January, as former President
Clinton’s last—minute_ declaration degraded so badly that
_ _of a coral reef reserve in the
northwestern Hawaiian Islands
continued to generate national headlines,
————— Puna residents packed a meeting room
in Pahoa to debate similar issyes involy-
ing an area that Was much smaller; much
— closer to home — and just as priceless, . Professor Leon Hal
Some residents contend. '
B e “ldon’t think that there is anyplace in
_ Hawai‘i that i more precious than this,”
declared newly elected Mayor Harry
S e Kim “If e can't protect the most pris-

= ot tine area in the state of Hawai‘j, the approached by B]akey about residents’

TSt precious area, then what the hell concerns, Hallacher decided to extenda T
———————— chance have we 80t [0 protect anywhere

else?”

it’s hard to look
at,” he says.- “We get netting of turtles, £ L= S
We get a lot of bleaching (killing fish °
with chlorine bleach, which is illegal

Just set up camp, taking and killing

lacher, the current
Dean of Arts and Sciences at UH-Hilo,

hard scientific evidence — both of the
area’s special qualities and of the dam-

~  reef fish populations to include Kapoho.

Professor Brian Tissqs and UH marine
_ ; science students began installing marine

£ 3 lines, anchored at each end — iy July of
——————— 1999. Since then, they’ve been regular-

/" . fish within two meters.on each side of L
:  the line, R

tidepools for 17 Years, “Welve hadno ==t

has been part of the effort to provide I =
age that humans are doing. After being _—

grant research project on West Hawai( L1 SOEE — 1

how to protect Kapoho’s unique tidepools, —

and destroys cora] organisms). They‘ T

everything there, il geie s NS ;

A team including Hallacher, formeryg ——— —
survey transects — 425-meter long —

ly SWimming along the lines, tallyig ~ LSS SRS —ik



pools: ‘a shallow lava shelf on the Puna
Coast which holds some of the most
diverse and easily accessible cora] gar-
dens in the state. Residents in Kapoho
Vacationlands, wh
have been trying for over ten years to
get some legal protection for the pools
and their marine inhabitants. _
Now, bolstered by the support of
marine biologists from UH-Hilo and the
Department of Land ang Natura]
Resources’ Aquatic Resources Division,
the movement to protect the reef finally
seems to be gaining momentum, In a
series of community-sponsored meet-
ings, residents, scientists and DLNR
officials are hammering out an official
Proposal to create a protected zone in
part of the tidepool area. After one
more such meeting — to be held at the
Pahoa Community Center at 6:30 p.m.
on March 27 — the group hopes to haye
a draft protection plan that the DLNR
can then take to public hearjn gs.
Likely components of the plan will
include a “no take” zone where all
forms of fishing will be banned. There
is also Strong support for a ban on aj]
commercial activities, inc!uding snorkel-
ing and diving tours, within the protect-
ed zone. e y
According to some residents, any pro-
tection would come not a moment oo
Soon.- Among those concerned citizens
is Mayor Kim, who'was involved in the
effort as a Vacationlands property owner
before he became mayor. -
“We’ve gone from an abundance of
S¢a cucumber to the point where if you
S€e two or three, you consider it a good |
- day,” says Kim. He notes that sea
urchins once covered the bottom of
Some of the pools. Now, he says, “You
have hardly any.”
Another concerned resident is Jim

Kim was referring to the Kapoho tide-

ich borders the pools,

e T S

One thing that the team quickly dis-
covered was that the tj depool area was a
major fish nursery,
“So far, in any of our West Haw

Transects, we don’t

have the abundance of

Juveniles that are seen

in the Kapoho tide-

pools,” says Hallache.

He notes that the area

s especially rich in

young parrot fish and

Wrasses.

The diversi ty of
coral at Kapoho is also
exceptionally rich.
Hawai‘i, the most geo-
graphically remote
island chain on earth,
tends to have fewer
coral species than else-
where — mostly lobe
coral. But at Kapoho, the lobe cora] is [EL S

joined by a gaudy array of false brain
coral and rice cora].

The study hasn’t been going on long
enough, yet, to provide scientific evi- :
dence of the reef deterioration that has .-
long-time residents so horrified. Right
now, Hallacher and his team are trying =
to establish a “baseline™ for the reef’s [N
current condition. They have lajd out
transects both inside and outside the ~———
proposed protected area, If the no-take
zone is enacted, the transegis inside it
will serve to document whether tke
lection measures were GHVEH

ai‘i

r—

Prosss=—=——

S ot

Liiv




cesspools.

| while the transects outside the zone will
serve a “control” sample for compari-
son.

— But in his time at the coral gardens,
Hallacher has accumulated his own
anecdotes about reef abuse. “I’ve seen
people put a fence net up in the sandy
area, put tennis shoes on, and then liter-
ally run over the coral, herding the fish
into the fence net. It’s appalling,” he
‘says. f

The team’s West Hawai'i studies
helped document the damage that tropi-
cal aquarium collecting did to fish popu-
lations in West Hawai'i, providing evi-

] dence that led to the banning of com-

o : mercial aquarium collecting in

o e —— everal areas on that

“We've had no monitoring g < "

_ coast.
- of this, and it's just been Ironically, aquarium
degraded_ S0 bad]y that co]ief:t(_)rs have turned to
o5 remaining unprotected,
It s haﬂ! tO IOOk at":: we accessible areas —
get netting of turtles, we including Kapoho — to
oty e
T " u C 1ne co -
(killing fish witlf chlorine - reportedly have bro-
bleach, which is illegal - - ken up coral heads to get
and destroys coral organ- at the fish hiding within
isms). They just set up
_-camp, taking and killing
everything there.,”

The coral gardens also
face other possible
threats. One is commer-
cial snorkeling tours,

- Wwhich bring swimmers by
the bus and van load to the pools.

Coral is a surprisingly fragile life
[ form. The stony exoskeleton is hard but
~ brittle, and the thousands of tiny organ-

_ isms that create it can be literally

destroyed by a touch. *Other reef crea-
|~ tures, such as mollusks and sea urchins,

| are designed to withstand the battering
~———— of the tides, but crush easily under the
weight of a human foot. Nor does all
~ the damage go one way. The shallow )
_ pools are connected by channels often
4'7 ~ less than a foot deep, and fraught with
— 4+ rapid tidal carrents run. Even an experi-
_’[ enced snorkeler, running this maze, is

e antE T

UH-Hilo students help gather evidence, counting fish,
Kapohe tidepools off the Puna coast. Residents in the area are concerned about blatant
abuse of the fragile coral thiere by aquarium Jish collectors, careless snorkelers and by illegal
[fishing tactics. Other dangers to the reef include seawalls and sewage effluent from unlined

" under older codes, or else simply

to monitor coral reef preservation at

apt to lose some skin. Some collisions
with sea life are almost inevitable.

“If you have a relatively small number
[of snorkelers] and they’re really well
trained, it’s probably not too bad...but if | C
you’re going to have a lot of people '
down there, there’s going to be an
impact,” believes Hallacher,

“Every time we have the tour, we P
have a big briefing on the site, explain-
ing to people that coral is a live organ-
ism, and if you touch it, it's goingtodie. 5 |
Touch it only with your eyes,” says Lio : ~
Lecointre of Planet Ocean Watersports, i
which conducts commercial snorkeling
tours to the tidepools. Lecointre says —
the maximum number of swimmers his

company takes to the Kapoho is 33-34,
and if the group is that large, they arrive ‘B
in shifts, EE,

“When we have that number of peo-
ple, we don’t even bring them al] at one
time, because that’s way too many peo-
ple. You cannot bring more than 20 peo-
ple at a time, it’s just too crowded.”

Another threat may come from
Vacationlands itself. Modem environ- ~—
mental laws strictly protect wetlands and : B
shorelines from encroachment. But ;
many homes in Kapoho Vacationlands

homes were either “grandfathered” in

ignored the law. Some have seawalls
that reach out into the water: others are
built directly over pools, or have fragile .
anchialine ponds in their yards. It is
sometimes difficult to tell where the sea Lam R T
ends and the community begins.

Sewage from unlined cesspools may
be flowing into the tidepools, fueling
algae growth that smothers coral. But
the main impact of the community is 3
simply its existence, and the public 1
roads that connect it to the outside-
world. ’ -

That ready accessibility is part of the . - :
area’s uniqueness.

Coral Garden —
— continued on page 10.




5 Coral Garden
— continued from page 9.

In East Hawai ‘i, where much of the -
 shoreline consists of wave-pounded.

bluffs, sheltered swimming of any kind .

is at a premium, and a usable shoreline

with a decent, ungated road to it is even- —
rarer. As a result, the tidepools attract
. swimmers, snorkelers and fishermen @~
< from all over Hilo and Puna, as wellas
- fish collectors and tours from even far-
= ther away. The loss of Kalapanaand — g
Kaimu beaches to lava flows has exacer- . b
_bated the problem. :

But accessibility to sheltered wateris —
also an issue from the fishes - standpoint.
With so little sheltered water available,
——————| the area may serve as a fish nursery-for

4 the entire Puna coast.

“Ihave worked my way out of four =~
Jobs as a fisherman, and what I'm seeing _
] now is that wherever there is easy

| access to any coastal area, there is

= tremendous damage,” testified one Puna
resident at the January community meet-

i Ing. i ————

—

" the issue of Hawaiian subsistence fish-

One reason that the process of seeking
protection for the area may have
dragged on for over a decade is the
temptation for each stakeholding group
to point to the others as the “real” cul-
prits. Residents complain about the
excesses of fishermen; fishermen point
to residents’ cesspools. Local snorkelers —
point fingers at large tour groups; tour
operators say that uneducated solo
snorkelers are more likely to cause dam-
age than carefully lectured and con-
trolled groups. Subsistence fishermen
accuse sport fishermen, and vice versa.

One particularly thorny issue is that of
Native Hawaiian fishing rights. A small
‘number of Native Hawaiians claim to
use the pools for subsistence fishing.
They fear their traditional rights and
way of life are being threatened because
of the excesses of others.

“The Hawaiian issue is not a heart
issue, it’s here,” said subsistence fishing
advocate Keikialoha Kekepi, pointing to —————
his stomach, at the January meeting.

“Kanaka maoli (Native Hawaiians) for
thousands of years practiced conserva-
tion,” Hawaiian resident Alexander Scott
Keawe Miles told the same meeting. “If —
that practice were continued, there
would be no meeting today.” But he
was. generally sympathetic to the group’s —
effort: “I think probably if it was King
‘Kamehameha the First, he would appre-.
ciate what you’re doing...Since thatisa
strategic area, I think probably my
ancestors would appreciate what you
propose.” ' —

The community group has consulted
with native Hawaiian families in draw- - ~—
ing the boundaries for the proposed pro-
tected zone, which would encompass
about 2500-3000 feet of shoreline. The
southern boundary of the no-take zone,
for instance, was drawn where it was out
of deference to a local family that want- -
ed to reserve its akolekole fishing
grounds. ;

“There’s a consensus for protection,
but at the same time we need to consider




ing pr'i;cticc,” ]
biologist Bob

At a meeting # February, the group
heard more Kanaka Maoli kupuna
speak, as well as other residents. One
suggestion was to pass a no-take zone,
but to “revisit” the decision in three to
five years. :

- “I think three to five [years] is a good
shot,” says Nishimoto, though he points
out that data aftér three to five years still
wouldn’t take long-term global phenom-
ena such as El Nino into account.

The lack of data on Hawai‘i’s reefs is

a major problem in designing protection .

for them statewide. There is currently
no study of the reef systems’ overall
health, despite widespread community

complaints about falling fish populations

and dead coral. The UH team’s funding
covers fish populations, but not inverte-
brates such as sea cucumbers and
urchins.

“What do we do to allow people to
enjoy this resource and still protect it
from damage without being loved to
death?” he asks. “It don’t have the

‘answer for you.”

But studies elsewhere have indicated -
that no-take zones are effective in both
protecting the zone itself and creating a
nursery to restock surroundin g areas.
Some studies have suggested that at
least 20% of the total shoreline should
be protected to sustain fish populations.

‘Hawai’i currently protects only 2% of

shoreline on its main islands.
1

123

Kapoho residents hope that by the end
of the March 27 meeting, they will have
a draft plan to add another 2500-3000
feet of shoreline to that protected space.

“What’s happening is that the group is
saying, hey, it’s really time to compro-
mise and work for one course,” believes
Nishimoto, who has hj gh praise for the
community’s efforts. “I think the
Vacationland community has been really
supportive, and I'm really proud of
them. I'm really impressed,” he says.
“This has been a long process. I know a
lot of people have been very frustrated
... but it’s a process that you've got to go
through. You don’t want to have any-

" body sideswiped at the last minute.

When we go to the formal process, if the

- Bovernment sees that these people are

really serious, nobody’s gonna stand in
their way.” i ' -
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TELEPHONE AND PAGER NUMBERS FOR
SEA TURTLE STRANDINGS

OAHU TURTLE STRANDINGS _

' Monday - Friday, 7am - 4pm Normal working hours 983-5730 (use this number first)
National Marine Fisheries Service 286-2899 (for urgent backup)
Honolulu Laboratory 286-4377 (for urgent backup)

‘Weekends, holidays, and after hours *Pager 288-5685 (use this number first)
Univ. Hawaii Manoa-MOP contractors 286-2899 (for urgent backup)
of the NMFS Honolulu Laboratory :

MAUI TURTLE STRANDINGS
For Kihei (Maalaea to Makena) daily *Pager 278-3775
NOAA Sanctuary personnel in partnership 879-2818 (office phone)
with the NMFS Honolulu Laboratory :

All other Maui areas *Pager 893-3172 (use this number first)
Maui Community College - MOP student workers *Pager 893-3050
in partnership with the NMFS Honolulu Laboratory 286-2899 (for urgent backup)

HILO TURTLE STRANDINGS
For the east coast of the Big Island *Pager 327-7780 (use this number first)
Univ. Hawaii Hilo-MOP student workers *Pager 327-7794
in partnership with the NMFS Honolulu Laboratory *Pager 327-7795
286-2899 (for urgent backup)

A

KOHALA-KONA STRANDINGS \ ac
Honokohau to Hawi - west coast of the Big Island + 881-4200 (special phonefine for turtle strandings) ~—————
« Hawaii Preparatory Academy - Marc Rice and students 987-6903 (for urgent cases)
in partnership with the NMFS Honolulu Laboratory

KAUAI TURTLE STRANDINGS

DLNR - Division of Aquatic Resources 274-3344

DLNR - DOCARE 274-3521 i 0
286-2899 (for tirgésié cases)

SEA TURTLE LAW ENFORCEMENT RELATED ISSUES
DOCARE State of Hawaii
Enforcement - Qahu 587-0077
Neighbor Islands Dial "0" for operator and ask for
Enterprise 5469 (toll free).
NOAA - NMFS
Federal Enforcement 541-2727 or
" (800) 853-1964

* Phone-back response to a page could take up to 1 hour due to other tasks (including other turtle strandings) being
performed by personnel.

- Except for special cases, no turtle strandings will be physically responded to at night (sunset to sunrise) due to
personnel safety considerations.

- The size and degree of decomposition of a dead stranded turtle could make it impossible or inappropriate to load
and transport to the laboratory for scientific research. For such cases, the carcass will be marked as having been
examined and disposal can occur by whatever sources/methods are appropriate by others. (For example, on Oahu
the dead animal disposal branch of the C & C Refuse Division).
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