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[Pad 2 )

By NiLugst KOSWANAGE
KUALA LUMPUR, Reuters

Apple’s iPad 2 shortage has
spread to the afterlife as Chinese
ﬁnﬂﬂ% % rush to buy
paper repl popular new
gadget (o burn for their dead as

ing festival, Chinese communities
in Asia honor their ancestors by
burning fake money or replicas o
luxury items such as flashy cars
and designer bags.

The festival, which stems from
~ Confucian teachings of loyalty
to family and tradition, is also
celebrated widely among the Chi-
nese in Malaysia, who make up a
quarter of the 28 million people
in the mostly Muslim but multi-
cultural country.

“Some of my customers have
dreams where their departed
relatives will ask for luxury items
including the iPad 2,” said prayer

filled cardboard chests with fake
money at his shop on the out-
.skirts of the capital.

itera shopkeeper Jeffrey Te as he

“I can only offer them the first

Chpa Io: g-5-1l
out in the afterlife

as Chinese pray for the fgl'eoad

iPad model,” he added, pointing
to shelves stocked with the gad-
get along with paper iPhones and
Samsung Galaxy Tabs.

Te shipped in 300 iPad 2
replica sets from China for the
Qingming festival, which has just
flown off the shelves and left him
struggling to meet demand — a
scenario Apple Inc also faces.

In Te's shop, the first and
second generation paper iPads

¢ sell at a dollar for 888 gigabyte

capacity, an auspicious number
in Chinese culture. A basic 16
gigabyte iPad for the living costs
US$499.

For some Chinese, technologi-
cal gadgets will not be part of the
shopping list for their dead rela-
fives.

“They belong to the older gen-
eration. If you givé all these so-
called iPads, they don’t know
how to use it,” said Thomas
Soong, 61, as he set fire to a pile
of fake money at his grandmoth-
er's grave on the fringes of the
Malaysian capital.

“So traditionally we give them
shoes, shirts ... all the necessi-
ties,” he added.
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(City God) Temple o b T e
|, I 23 Chenghuang, also called Master Chenghuarig, is a local patron saint. The
City God le is the religious center, jayi citizens and has been closely = —
related to the g i g time. Chiayi City God Temple was built
e in 1715 and reconstructed many times. The current Chenghuang Temple was
completed in 1940. e =
Wang, Jin-Mu, the construction contractor, is
e I i ~ from the family of Wang, Yi-Shun, a carpentry + I
| 4 maestro. He has a special talent for
IS | TERSEEEEE 'y 4, woodcarving. The bagua (eight diagrams)
ceiling in the side hall, the gate at the main = e =
- = hall and the system of wood brackets on the
et - top of a column supporting the crossbeam e e
| : ; were all tenoned without any nails, which is
¥ ! : truly superb craftsmanship.
= E ¥ ‘ The exquisite and true-to-life  Koji pottery
T L works on both sides of the side hall were the
SR = S master pieces from two maestros, Chen,
: E Jhuan-You and Lin, Tian-Mu. The statues of
T it S deities, ridge decorations, colored patterns,
—— —-"'z‘ g stone carving, door god and woodcarving Bde o
® Location: 168, Wu Fong N. Road inside the temple are beautifully made.
Chigyt City There are 11 pieces of precious historical and

cultural relics, including the only tablet given by an emperor in Taiwan and the

tablet of Wang, De-Lu.
(Chiayi City God Temple was announced as a national grade 3 historical site.) _
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