l’~‘[-‘ JCIAL® 100 sheets ¢ 200 pages
O 9% x 7'2in/24.7 x19.0 cm

wide ruled ¢ 09918

2008 MeadWestvaco Corporation




HERPETOLOGICAL SERIES (9): CHINESE CHELONIAN RESEARCH
SICHUAN JOURNAL OF ZOOLOGY, Vol."15, Suppl. :87 - 92

i 8 TURTLES AND CHINESE CULTURE

Zhou Ting' Zhang Rui-zhen’ Liu Guang-yu'

" 'Nunjing Turtle Museum, Nanjing 210029
2Channel Management Station Jianhu County,

| 3City Bureau of Commerce, Xinghua City, Jiangsu Province 225700

Jiangsu Province 224700

= HHRAELE(L) . PHEERY
(O E4) %R 15 %5 .93—96

e PRGEARCHRTR

B8 X
s EWBEXFE LA A, EH 241000

BE AXGAEREG TR MEEFRAGEL TEE R, BH R i, 48F 4

— ﬁmﬁk%%&w%aﬁmﬂmomﬁu%ﬂ(c%ﬁG#)w%ﬁt.%iiziﬁi

A 2n=52, HEBHRX S B A 9+5+12, ¥2n=66;(2)BRLE, A 17TH4

HXEM—3 NORs, £ P& # & NORs T F CAM IR K, 4 HPTHEH

- FI NORs L F— A thAR ek, AHSBETF AL N TKERB NCHEZENF

| S48 HHCH, GE¥LRFARCEHTRAREY. WA LAAENERFEAR,
HEHLE REDAERNOUISEWEAARTHME,

;1 SRR

C e



Herpetological Conservation and Biology 5(3):474—-485.
Submitted: 26 October 2009; 18 September 2010.

.9

ENDANGERED TRADITIONAL BELIEFS IN JAPAN: INFLUENCES ON
SNAKE CONSERVATION

KivosH1 SAsAKFL YOSHINORI SASAKT’, AND STANLEY F. Fox’

!Department of Biology, Loyola University Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland 21210,
USA, e-mail: kiyoshisasaki@yahoo.co.
242.9 Nishi 24 Minami 1, Obihiro, Hokkaido 080-2474, Japan
Department of Zoology, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma 74078, UsA

ApstracT—Religious beliefs and practices attached to the environment and specific organisms are increasingly
recognized to play a eritical role for successful conservation. We herein document a case study in Japan with a focus on
the beliefs associated with snakes. In Japan, snakes have traditionally been revered as a god, a messenger of a god, or a
creature that brings a divine curse when a snake is harmed or a particular natural site is disturbed. These strong beliefs
have discouraged people from harming snakes and disturbing certain habitats associated with a snake god. Thus,
traditional beliefs and cultural mores are often aligned with today’s conservation ethics, and with their loss wise
conservation of species and their habitats may fall by the wayside. The erosion of tradition is extensive in modern Japan,
which coincides with increased snake exploitation, killing, and reduction of habitat. We recommend that conservation
\‘:l'forts of snakes (and other biodiversity) of Japan should include immediate, cooperative efforts to preserve and revive

raditional beliefs, to collect ecological and geographical data necessary for effective conservation and management
activities, and to involve the government to make traditional taboos formal institations.

Key Words.—Conservation; Japan; snakes; taboo; traditional beliefs
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Has the KMT gone crazy? I TApE TIMES

o RN It appears that the Chinese Nationa]is_t Party (KMT) - .
has gone insane. Its derangement is such that it
ignores an external threat to maintain an obvious
fantasy. The threat is the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP), the KMT’s long-time enemy and the foe of all
freedom-loving people in Taiwan, whereas the KMT
fantasy refers to the party’s blind adherence to an
outdated Republic of China Constitution in the hope || —
that doing so will help the KMT hold on to what
remains of its political power. Moreover, the CCP can =3 ' S ]

- - see that the KMT has lost its grip on reality, and is
setting a trap to gain control of Taiwan.

What made the KMT go mad? According to for-
mer presidential adviser Peng Ming-min (&28380), the
KMT's recent psychosis could be explained by itsloss | — —— -
of power in 2000 to the Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP), a pro-independence party that the KMT had | e

- previously outlawed and whose leaders it had jailed.

The KMT had assumed that power over Taiwan
would be in its hands forever, just as it had assumed g
in the past that it would control all of China in per-
petuity. Psychologically, the KMT's loss to the DPP ST o
in 2000 finally drove home to the KMT the fact that
it had actually lost China many years before and e
had been living a myth ever since. After losing the
absolute power it had held for 55 years through its
one-party dictatorship, KMT officials felt insulted 4 e
and desperate, with Peng saying they acted as if they
were on the verge of a mental breakdown. :
~ Like any person whose sense of reality is shat-
tered, the party lashed out in all directions, trying to = =
impeach the president and block all DPP policies,
even if they involved buying the arms that the KMT
could not get enough of in the 1980s and 1990s, and
even turning to the CCP for help. The KMT blocked
legislation and refused any attempt at national rec- 2
onciliation. In 2004, when it lost to the DPP again, its

M T e T e A T



leaders refused to accept defeat and initiated a broad |
series of street protests that paralyzed politics at the
expense of the nation. '

As a side effect of losing power to the DPP, many
in the KMT began to increasingly feel they were on
the losing side of a battle against the CCP for free-
dom and decided to cut their losses. The most strik-
ing example of this involves former vice president
Lien Chan (&%), who initiated an annual KMT-CCP
summit in 2005 following his second defeat by former
president Chen Shui-bian ().

Seeing its enemy thus weakened, the CCP wel-
comed KMT envoys with open arms, red carpets and
promises of economic gifts, true friendship and ever-
lasting peace between brothers. The KMT fell for this
hook, line and sinker. The CCP-KMT summits led to
meetings between Taiwan’s Straits Exchange Foun-
dation and China’s Association for Relations Across
the Taiwan Strait, which have resulted in the nearly
inevitable economic absorption of Taiwan by China.

Back in power, the KMT is willing to do anything ——
to stay there, Peng says. However, the party should
read the analysis of Richard Fisher, a senior fellow
on Asian military affairs at the Washington-based
International Assessment and Strategy Center, of
China’s latest defense white paper before relying on
the CCP for help. Fisher says the CCP makes it clear
in the paper that it wants the KMT to initiate political
negotiations toward reunification immediately and

_ that it is using a strategy of economic sweeteners to
divide and conquer Taiwan.

In its insanity, the KMT has turned to the CCP to
regain power in Taiwan and hopes the Communists
will help it hold on to power. However, the KMT is
checkmating itself and could lose whatever political

* control it retains.
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Power woes shutter oldest

S Korean

REUTERS, SEQUL

South Kerea's oldest nuclear re-
actor has been shut down owing
to a glitch in the plant’s electric
circuits, an official said yesterday,
amid rising concerns about nuclear
safety after Japan's nuclear crisis.

There were no radiation leaks
from the plant on the peninsula’s
southeast coast, the operator said.

Reactor 1 at the Kori nuclear
power plant, which began opera-
tion in 1978, has been down since
‘Tuesday, when the electric circuit
malfunction was discovered and
repairs will likely continue through
today, the power plant official said,
asking not be named,

“The problem is at the system
that supplies electricity to the
power plant,” the official said. “It
would be wrong to say there is a
problem to the reactor.”

The Kori reactor has been in
operation past its initially intended
30-year life, but has undergone ex-
ensive renovation to extend its
use by another decade thro
2017, local media said, ;

Concerns about radiation fallout
ifrom Japan's nuclear disaster have
kept South Korea on edge about
whether radioactive material could
reach the country about 1,000km
from the site of the ctippled nuclear
plant in Fukushima.

It also raised concerns about the
safety of its 21 nuclear reactors at
the four plants in operation in South
Korea, which span in age from 33

years to less than three months,

Some regions of South Korea
are prohe to earthquakes, but none
greater than magnitude 4~ have
been reported for decades and offi-
cials say all its reactors have been
built to resist damage from natural
disasters possible in the country.

Officials said there was no
change to its policy of expanding
nuclear energy use, and 11 new
reactors are under construction or
being planned,

South Korea's nuclear power
plants supply about 24 percent of
the country’s electricity supply
and are operated by Korea Hy-
dro & Nuclear Power Co, a wholly
owned subsidiary of the state-run
Korea Electric Power Corp.

b

nuclear,

South Korea's Kori nuclear power plant in Busan was shut down on Tuesday because of a
glitch in the electric circuits, an official said on Thursday.  puoro:revressaom uctesmpovznrumr

South Korea has expressed -

concerns about Japan's handling
of the crisis, accusing Tokyo of
incompetence for failing to notify
Seoul it would pump radioactive
water into the sea.

Seoul wants to send a team
of its own experts to inspect the
plant, but Japan has refused. Nu-
clear experts from the two coun-
tries met in Japan this week, but
failed to agree on a visit, Yonhap
news agency said. ’

South Korea and China agreed

on Wednesday during a meeting .

in Beijing to cooperate on nuclear
safety and ensure swift exchange
of information in the event of
emergency situations at either
country’s nuclear sites.

AClLy,
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The United States has released
™% |its latest reports on the human

|around the world, with Chinese
I ofcials being severely clef for
FRANK CHING cracking down on activists, limit-

ing minorities.

L While this is a report on 2010, the detention
 of renowned: artist Ai Weiwei and dozens of

others, including lawyers, writers, artists anc

activists, suggests that the human rights situa-

tion in China is deteriorating, not improving.

Chinese officials like to say that other
countries should respect China’s “judicial
sovereignty.” |

Well, ‘the judicial system would certainly
earn more respect if it were independent of
the government and of the Communist party
and if defendants were given the rights set
out in the nation’s laws.

But Ai Weiwei's detention shows that this
is not ‘the case. Last Thursday, a foreign
ministry spokesman said that “Ai Weiwei is
under investigation on suspicion of economic
. crimes” and that the case “has nothing to do

with human rights or freedom of expression.”
| Curiously, while the foreign ministry

_ spokesman seemed fo possess information
on the case, this has not been shared with
the artist’s lawyer or his family.

That suggests at the very least that the
case is being handled politically.

Also curiously, while eight questions were
asked about the Ai case at the press confer-
ence, none of the questions or the answers
appear in the transcript of the press confer-
ence on the ministry’s website.

- Perhaps the government realized af-
terwards that having the foreign ministry
spokesman expound on the issue while the
courts are silent sent out the wrong message
about China’s “judicial sovereignty.”

But, at least, it appears that the Chinese
authorities may present charges against Al
— or release him — after their investigations.
And that the judicial system may be involved.

This is not the case in many other human
rights cases. The U.S. State Department’s
2010 report talks about extrajudicial killings,
including executions without due process.
In addition, there is extrajudicial detention,
extortion and assault. '

“Efforts to silence political activists and
public interest lawyers were stepped up,” the
report said, “and increasingly the govern-
ment resorted to extralegal measures includ-
ing enforced disappearance, ‘soft detention,’
and strict house arrest, including house ar-

rights practices of countries .

ing Internet access and repress- ing

rest of family members, to prevent the public
voicing of independent opinions.”

One example of house arrest is that of Chen
Guangeheng — the blind human rights law-
yer who; affer'completing a sentence of three
years and four months on charges of “disrupt-
traffic,” has been held with his wife and
child without the benefit of any legal process.

The fact that the authorities resort to ex-
tralegal measures is not denied even by the
official Chinese press. The China Daily, for
example, reported last October on “black
jails” in which petitioners are illegally held.

So the Chinese authorities themselves are
violating the law and, in effect, showing con-
tempt for the judiciary by bypassing the court
systemn. :

-~ Worse than house arrest is the increasing-

ly common phenomenon of someone simply
disappearing as security authorities whisk
him or her away without informing the fam-
ily and without any legal procedures.

So many people in China are “disappear-
ing” that a United Nations unit — the Work-
ing Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disap-
pearances — on Friday issued a statement
in which it expressed “serious concern at the

recent wave of enforced disappearances” in |

China, pointing out that “enforced disappear-
ance is a crime under international law.”

According to the Working Group, “persons
subject to enforced disappearances appear to
be human rights activists, lawyers and stu-
dents. These enforced disappearances repre-
gent the continuation of a disturbing trend in
the suppression of dissidents.”

Last year, the Working Group ‘called on
China to explain the disappearance of the
prominent human rights lawyer Gao Zhish-
eng but received 1o response. ’

Subsequently, reporters were told to re-
spect China’s “judicial sovereignty” and that
«China is a country under the rule of law.”

Attempts to get the Chinese government to
disclose the whereabouts of Gao have failed.
However, in January 2010, while Gao was
missing, the foreign ministry acknowledged
that he was being held by the authorities, with
the spokesman saying, “This person, accord-
ing to Chinese law, is where he should be.”

So, it seems, Chinese law justifies the
“disappearance” of individuals even though
international law deems it to be a crime.

This being the case, it is little wonder that
China’s “judicial sovereignty” is not univer-
sally respected.

il.com.

Contact him at: frank.ching@qmail.
Follow him on Twitter at: @FrankChingl.
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Ma Zu, the Sea Goddess

Recommended Routes:Routes: EJFengtien Temple->[E] Peitian Temple
->ill] Gangkou Temple

~—  Because of the dangerous typhoons and tides, the earlier immigrants from

China worshipped Ma Zu, the Sea Goddess, on their boats and prayed for a

safe voyage. To thank the protection offered by this deity, shrines were

established to show these people's gratitude. This religion then gradually T —————

extends from the coastal regions to the inner regions. Temples that represent

this religion include Chiayi's Dongshih Gangkou Temple, Puzih's Peitian Temple,

Hsinkang's Fengtien Temple, Liousing Temple, and Taisheng Temple in Haomeili ~— ¢ Al e

of Budai.
] @ [¥] Fengtien Temple SPEWCY

Established in 1811, Fengtien Temple houses Ma Zu, the protector of the
e fishermen. The most famous activity is the Ma Zu Pilgrimage held by Chenlan ——
Temple in Dajia, which attracts more than 1 million tourists each year. O

[B] Peitian Temple \

Originally called "Pu Shu Temple,” Peitian Temple - -

is Puzih's religious center which faces the east.

Drum towers are located at the sides of Peitian

Temple. At the front, you can see that the ridge of

o] this temple is "swallow-tailed" which is the most

E - common type of Fukien construction. )

¢ m Gangkou Temple ;

| Dongshih's Gangkou Temple is the ; : -

7 e center of Ma Zu pilgrimage. It was =
called Tienhou Temple of

| Bengangkou in the earlier days. In

the first week of the Chinese New

Year, the ceremony of woodblock-

1 =8 throwing and Ma Zu's birthday

attract the followers. 3

o on = 3 =

b =
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tatues trav
Matsusau s{mz

BY YU HSUEH-LAN

AND YANG CHIU-YING

STAFF REPORTERS

Devotees of the deity Matsu on
Monday marked the goddess’
1,051st birthday by treating 100
Matsu statues to a nationwide tour
via long-haul buses,

“It's so interesting,” said many
people who witnessed the scenario,
in which Matsu statues took up all
Passenger seats on the buses.

“The driver of this Mastu bus is
very lucky,” said Central Election
Commission Chairperson Chang
Po-ya (#i4%), who presided over
a fireworks ceremony.

Bus driver Huang Chijung (i
155 agreed, saying he considered
himself very lucky “because the
blessing by Matsu will last all year.”

—2Dif

Chiayi County’s Tianxuangong
Temple chairman Teng Chin-tien
(5FEeH), whose temple was in
charge of hosting the event, said
it was the first Matsu pilgrimage to
travel around the nation.

One hundred statues partici-
pated in the event to coincide with
the celebration of the Republic of
China’s (ROC) centennial this year,
he said, adding that he hoped the
event could promote the goodwill
of Matsu in saving all living beings,
good weather and a prosperous
and peaceful future.

There was a gathering of 323
worshipers to represent Matsu’s
birthday on the 23rd day of the third
month of the lunar calendar that
accompanied the statues on eight
buses. The bus trip will head north

i =

el the nation by bus

TAPZL T7: €S P 2
from Chiayi and visif 46 temples
along the way. It is scheduled to re-
turn in the afternoon on Saturday,

On the bus, every two seats
carried three statues seated in spe-
cially made cloth-covered wooden
boxes and fastened by seatbelts
to prevent them from dropping to
the floor when the buses turn, One
driver and one tour guide are the
only people to serve the statues on
each bus,

Ethnologist Lin Mao-hsien (fik
1) said most gods have Tregional
borders, Traveling within the region
is called a pilgrimage (%), while
crossing borders is called a meeting
(@%) or visiting (%), he said,

Lin said that in the past, stat-
ues of gods were carried by men, ———
but as times change, modes of

Idols of the deity Matsu from temples

A

around Taiwan are placed on the seats
of a bus at the Tianxuangong templein L — =
Chiayi County early on Monday, at the
start of a tour to mark Matsu’s 1,051st
birthday and the 100th anniversary of the
Republic of China. o v susuan et s

transportation have also improved.
Now statues not only travel by car
or bus, he said, but also by plane
as religious culture flows between
3 | Taiwan and China, i ; ' 3




- Cruises up ) the ante
as demand rises: official

TAIPEL, CNA

Star Cruises, a leading cruise

| line in the Asia-Pacific region, has
this year started using the Super-
Star Aquarius for cruises out of

=3 Taiwan, the largest liner to berth

" in the couniry, a company official ‘|

said Tuesday.

Andy Lew, Star Cruises’ gen-

eral manager in Taiwan, said the
50,000-ton SuperStar Aquarius
has more than 700 cabins and
can a.ccommodate around 1,700
passengers
Star Cruises entered the Tai-
wan market in 1997 and operates
routes from Taiwan’s Keelung
and Kaohsiung to Japan’s
J Okinawa and Ishigaki islands, as
well as from Keelung to Hualien
and Penghu, between April and

The move will help promote

travel from Taiwan to Japan’'s

Okinawa and Yaeyama Islands,

== tourist destinations that are rela-
tively unaffected by the massive

earthquake, said Andy Lew, gen-
eral manager of the company’s
Taiwan branch.
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Nllegal market booms
for meteorite chunks

BY WILLIAM J. BROAD :
New York Times

511 (A

Ebay and other websites pulse with hundreds of
sales pitches. “The pieces below have an exceptional
patina,” a site called Star-bits.com said of 10 pictured
fragments. :

The ads are for chunks of meteorites, bits of aster-
oids that have fallen from the sky and are as prized
by scientists as they are by collectors. As more mete-
orites have been discovered in recent years, interest
in them has flourished, and an illegal sales market
has boomed — much to the dismay of the people
who want to study them and the countries that con-
sider them national treasures.

“It's a black market,” said Ralph Harvey, a geolo-
gist at Case Western Reserve University who directs
the federal search for meteorites in Antarctica. “It’s
as organized as any drug trade and just as illegal.”

The discovery of a rich and historically significant
meteorite crater in southern Egypt, just north of the
Sudanese border, has shown the voracious appetite
for new fragments, Just as scientists appeared to be
on the cusp of decrypting the evidence to solve an
ancient puzzle, looters plundered the desolate site,
and the political chaos in Egypt seems to ensure that
the scientists will not be going back any time soon.

Vincenzo de Michele, an Italian mineralogist and
former curator at the Natural History Museum of Mi-
lan, and Mario Di Martino of the Italian National Insti-
tute for Astrophysics in Turin, surveyed the site in
February 2009, To their delight, the desolate area
bristled with iron meteorites — more than 5,000 of
them — and they named the crater Gebel Kamil, after
anearby mountain.

By June 2010, meteorites from the crater were for
sale at a show in Ensisheim, France, In a review, the
International Meteorite Collectors Association called
them arguably the world’s “most fascinating new
iron find.”

Popular or not, the meteorites were taboo. In
Egypt and elsewhere, scientists say, it is illegal with-
out a permit to remove meteorites from a country.

Yet scavengers have disseminated them widely:
On Star-bits.com, one of many sites that sell a variety
of meteorites, the 10 fragments with rich patinas are
said to be from Gebel Kamil. The costliest of the 10
— a 2-pound rock;, just large enough to cover the fin-
gers of a man’s hand — is priced at $1,600.

The scientists say they have relatively few samples
compared with the booming illicit sales.

Di Martino said he and other members of the
Gebel Kamil crater discovery team don’t have the
money to buy them on the flourishing hh:kmarlmt

{3’ Xingtian Temple

@ Xingtian Temple, also known as En Zhu Gong
Temple or En Zhu Temple, is dedicated to Guan
Gong. It is the most-visited temple in northern

Taiwan.

@ From Yinatian Temmple Static . exit and walk
about four minutes in the direction of the
Songjiang Rd.-Minguan Rd. intersection,
Hours of operation: 4:00 AM — 10:30 PM

@2 National Museu

m of History

@ This large museum, built in 1955 with red walls

and green roof tiles, displays Chinese cultural
artifacts including bronzes, green-glazed
poreelaing, and Ta tri-color pottery.

& From Chiang Kai-?;‘ﬁuk Memorial Hall Station
(Danshui Line), use Exit 1 and walk along
Nanhai Road for about 7 minutes.

5 Taipei Zoo
& The zoo is divided into eight areas, including a
petting zoo area and Asian tropical rain forest
are. The addition of koalas, king penguins and
pandas in recent years has attracted crowds of
visitors,
@ From Taipei Zoo Station {Wenhu Line), exit via
Exit 1. walk to the zoo,
@ 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM (no entry after 4:00 PM;
closed Chinese New Year's Eve)

416 Maokong Gondola

@ This is the first sightsccing gondola in the Taipei area.

@ From the Teipei Zoo Station on the Winhu Line,

@ take exit 2 walk to the Maokong Gondola station.
Tue.-Thur.: 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM, Fri, & Day
Before National Holiday: 9:00 AM to 10:00 PM.
Sat, & National Holiday: 8:30 AM to 10:00 PM,
Sun. & Last Day of Multi-day Holiday: 8:30 AM
to 9:00 PM. Closed non-holiday Mondays for
maintenance.

@ 10:00 AM — 6:00 PM (Closed Mondays, Chinese
_ MNew Year's Eve, and Chinese New Ye ar's Day)

i
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Rites to mark Repulic f

STAR-ADVERTISER STAFF

A commemoration this
afternoon at Dr. Sun Yat-sen
Memorial Park and a torch-
lighting ceremony Tuesday
at Aloha Tower are two of
the events marking the
100th anniversary of the

founding of the Republic of
China,

The government of Taj-
wan has chosen Honoluly
as the site of the most im-
portant OVerseas centennial
celebration, said the Taipei
Economic and Cultural .
fice in Honoluly,

Hawaif is where Sun

5956347, ext, 236,

| FomBHA N6 oy

3-2577

Yat-sen, the founder of from around the world will >> A banquet at the
modern China, attended join more than 300 mem-  Hilton Hawaiian Village’s
both ‘lolani and Punahou _ bers of Hawaii’s Tai- Tapa Ballroom from 6:30 to
schools. His time in Hawaii wanese community 9 p.m. Monday.

“made a major impact on between 10 a.m. and noon >> A symposium on the
his understanding and ap-  Tuesday to light the Torch history of Taiwan and Sun
preciation for Western of Peace, commemorating  Yat-sen tomorrow in the
ideas and social action,” ac- the 100th anniversary of = Imin International Confer-
cording to the Dr. Sun Yat. the founding of Taiwan, ence Center at the East-
sen Hawaii Foundation, Once lit, the torch will g0  West Center.

The Honolulu City Coun- onatrip around the world, > A concert of tradi-
cil.adopted a resolution de-. ending its journey when it tional and popular Tai-
claring 2011 the Year of Dr. returns to Taiwan to be Wanese music at 7 p.m,

Sun Yat-sen in Hawaii, and a presented to Taiwanese Tuesday at the Hawaii The.
ceremony will be held at Dr. President Ma Ying-Jeouon atre,

Sun Yat-sen Memorial Park Oct, 9, - For more information,

at the corner of Bethel and Other events commemo- call the Taipei Economic
Hotel streets today at 2 Pm.  ratingthe Taiwanesecen-  ang Cultural Office at

. About 400 Taiwanese  tenpial include; :

ina’s centennial |

=30,

Address iitif o Lolh, [9fF
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_Our béby (Yun-zhen, I__ee)_

From: fi] B2 (colamay101@yahoo.com.tw)
Sent: Fri 4/01/11 3:02 PM |
To:  itsahonuworld@hotmail.com

Hi, George,

Yun-zhen is our baby's Chinese name. Lee is her family name. The Chinese characters for her
name are " ZERE . " By the way, I went to the streets around the Matsu temple yesterday, and I found
there were many food stands and people there. Do you know what it means? That means Matsu is
going to Chia-yi in some days this year. And people are preparing for that day. Many activities are held
to celebrate for the day. This makes me think of your coming this year. We are expecting your coming.
PS: Do you need my help to book a room or what I can do for you? If you do, please tell me.

Warm regards, May.
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Why Taiwan ended one-part)

Lawrence Chung in Taipei £
lawrence.chung@scmp.com

Visitors to Taiwan who have been to
the mainland could be forgiven for
feeling confused when they see the
names of some of the major roads
and buildings on theisland. Manyare
the same as those across the Taiwan
Strait.
Stretching from north to south in
the bustling city centre of Taipei is a
boulevard named “Zhongshan” after
-Pr Sun Yat-sen, the founding father
of modem China. j
Crossing Zhongshan, from the
east to west, visitors may come
across three principal roads — run-
‘ning parallel to each other - bear
ing the names of the late revolu-
tionaryleader’s political philoso-

phy or “Three People’s Principles”.
The sireets are minzu (nationalism),
minquan (democracy) and min-
sheng (people’s livelihood).

As well as roads, there are monu-
ments, schools, parks and other
structures in the 390-odd townships,
counties and cities in Taiwan named
either after Sun, who was educated in
the United States and Hong Kong, or
his Three People’s Principles.

Travellers will also see the names
used in numerous places on the
mainland, including Beijing, Nanjing

(#%0), Shanghai and Guangzhou.

Such tributes show the great es-

teem in which Sun is held by the
{ authorities on the mainland and in

Taiwan. Sun'’s 1911 revolution led to
the overthrow of the Qing dynasty
and the establishment of the first
Chinese republic.

The Kuomintang continued to
honour Sun after defeat by the Com-
munists at the end of the civil war in
1949 and its leaders’ flight to Taiwan,
where they setup whatwas originally
intended to be an interim Republic of
China government on the island.

The KMT, led by Chiang Kai-shek,
hoped to show respect to the late
founder of the original Republic of
China, but more importantly it want-
ed to remind the people of Taiwan of
the importance of developing the
island according to Sun’s Three Peo-
ple’s Principles to pave the way for
future cross-strait unification.

But while they both continued to
honour Sun, theleaders in Taipei and
Beijing implemented different
visions of Sun’s political philosophy.

While Beijing focused on nation-
alism, Taipei pushed for democracy,
and now boasts the most mature de-
mocracy of any Chinese society, after
years of development.

“Todaywe can see the great pro-
gress Taiwan has made in the devel-
opment of a democratic society,”
Carl-Bugen Ebetle, chairman of the
Vienna-based International Press In-
stitute, told hundreds of foreign and
local dignitaries during the opening
ofthe 2011 IPI World Congress in Tai-
pei on September 25.

Eberle was not the first Westerner
to applaud Taiwan’s democratic de-
velopment, which has even im-
pressed visitors from the mainland
who are more used to hearing about

. minzu than minguan in discussions

of Sun's political doctrines.
“The locals are eager to take part
in election campaigning activities

- and many ethnic Taiwanese voters-

who live abroad even return to Tai-
wan to vote for their favoured candi-
dates, indicating that democratis-
ation in Taiwan is successful,” noted
mainland businessman Charles Xue
Mangzi on his Weibo nicroblog this
month. Xue has visited the island al-
most 30 times,

But democratic development in
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Taiwan did not start straight after the
KMT moved to the island. Until 1987,
democracy was a political taboo,
much as itis on the mainland. In fact,
fully-fledged democracy started tak-
ing shape in Taiwan only in 1996
when the island held its first direct
presidential election.

In the beginning, the KMT had no
intention of introducing minguan in
Taiwan, despite instituting Sun’s
Three People’s Principles as part of
the Republic of China’s constitution.

Like the Communist Party, the
KMT set aside Sun's principle of de-
maocracy, and it chose instead to im-
plement authoritarian, one-party
rule in Taiwan.

“Chiang Kai-shek imposed mar-
tial law shortly after the KMT fled to
Taiwan in 1949, and whoever called
for political freedom and democracy
was subject to imprisonment or even
secret execution,” said Chang Mao-
hsiung, 72, a former political prison-
er. He was put behind bars for five
years for criticising Chiang.

About 140,000 Taiwanese were
imprisoned or executed for showing
real or perceived apposition to the
KMT during the period of “white ter-
ror” between 1949 and 1987, accord-
ing to a recent report released by the
government of mainland-friendly
president Ma Ying-jeou.

At first, most of those prosecuted
were branded “communist bandits
or spies”, but as time went by more
were labelled “secessionists” for
advocating Taiwan’s independence
from China. Often secessionist views
stemmed from a deep-seated bitter-
ness and hatred towards the KMT,
whom the Iocals saw as “mainland-
ers” or “outsiders” imposing dicta-
torial rule in Taiwan and silencing
political dissent.

Following the death of Chiang
Kai-shek in 1975, his son and succes-
sor Chiang Ching-kuo started'to real-
ise that his father’s ambition to “re-
cover the mainland and reunify
China” was an impossible dream.

During the Republic of China’s
first 20 years in Taiwan, Taipei wasre:
cognised by most of the world as the

legitimate government of all oa accuse ]_eader

China. But as Beijing’s power in-
creased, countries such as the United
States and Japan began to recognise,
the communist government, while
the United Nations gave China’s seat

to the Beijing government. Such de---
- velopments shattered any ambitions

the KMT might have retained of re-
turning to the mainland in triumph.
This prompted Chiang Ching-_
kuo to focus on developing the third,)
aspect of Sun’s philosophy, min-,
sheng or people’s livelihood. 5
His national development pro-,

'»

Taiwanisation,
started during the
Chiang Ching-kuo
period, can best
explain why Ma
holds such a stand

PROFESSOR GEORGE TSAI WE!

g

N

gramme laid a firm foundation for
the island’s progress, and it came to
be known as one of the “four Asian ti-
gers” along with South Korea, Singa-
pore and Hong Kong. Being named
among the four most rapidly devel-
oping economies in Asia attracted
envious glances from the mainland,

which was still struggling to achieve

internal growth.
“Noteven the [opposition Demo-

cratic Progressive Party], which |
i kuo as achar- | |

viewed Chiang Ching

acter of the authoritarian era, would |

deny his political and economic
achievements in Taiwan,” said Bei-

for own goals

of the strait, the paper said Sun’s ac-
tions, in terms of influencing politics,
would havelittleimpact today. Itsaid
the respect for Sun on the island, if
any, was nothing more than outdat-
ed sentiment in Taiwanese society.

The paper added that quite a few
schoolchildren had no idea who Sun
was, while the general public
showed no interest in him, although
portrayals of him were commonly
found in schools and government
buildings.

The article suggested the Com-
munist Party close the gap between
both sides by replacing one-party
rule with democratic elections and
providing more room for the devel-
opment of Taiwan.

Taiwan’s official Central News
Agency also voiced its disappoint-
ment, saying Hu had falsely claimed
the Communist Party was the heir to
Sun’s political legacy while ignoring
Sun’s achievements after the 1911
revolution and those of the Republic
of China’s government before the
communist takeover in 1949.

President Hu Jintao’s speech on the
' anniversary of the 1911 revolution
has drawn criticism in Taiwan

jing-based Taiwan expert Li Jiaquan.
Chiang Ching-kuo was widely
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praised for creating Taiwan's eco-
nomic miracle between 1978 and
1988, despite the island’s diplomatic
isolation. His success in making
Taiwan economically affluent also
ushered in growing calls for political
reforms.

Unlike his father, who gave key
positions to people born on the
mainland, Chiang Ching-kuo was
credited for recruiting a number of
native Taiwanese politicians to his
government, including a former gov-
ernor of Taiwan province, Lin Yang-
kang, and Lee Teng-hui, his vice-
president and eventual successor,
which paved the way for the “Tai-
wanisation” of the KMT. Chiang
Ching-kuo was also remembered for
working to stamp out corruption.

In July 1987, months before he
died in January 1988, Chiang Ching-
kuolifted martial law after 38 years, in
response to mounting calls from the
apposition pro-independence camp
for political reform.

Under Lee, Taiwan moved closer
to Sun’s democratic principle, per-
mitting freedom of the press and
freedom of assembly. The legislature
was democratically elected and Lee
won the first democratic presidential
pollin 1996.

But with Lee’s “Mr Democracy”
image tainted by allegations of cor-
ruption, the DPP ended five decades
of KMT rule in the election of 2000.
This was a turning point for Taiwan’s
democratisation.

“Itwasthe first transition of power
in Taiwan, and notably conducted in
a peaceful way,” said Peter Zarrow,
research fellow at the Institute of
Modern History at Academia Sinica
in Taipei.

But the DPP'’s rule lasted for only
eight years, with president Chen
Shui-bian bowing out at the end of
his second termsafter he was impli-
cated in a series of corruption scan-
dals which subsequently landed him
in prison,

In 2008, Taiwan experienced its

second transition of power, with the
KMT’s Ma Ying-jeou, known for his
squeaky clean image, beating his
DPP opponent Frank Hsieh Chang-
ting to win the presidency.

Bomn in Hong Kong to mainland
parents, Ma's policy of engagement
with Beijing does not mean he advo-
cates a political reunion.

“No unification, no indepen-
dence and no use of force,” said Ma
repeatedly when asked for his policy
towards the mainland,

Taiwanese pundits said Ma's
stance wasnot surprising, despite the
fact he professed support for Sun’s
Three People’s Principles, which in-
cluded Chinese nationalism,

“Taiwanisation, which started
during the Chiang Ching-kuo period,
promoted by Lee Teng-hui and fur-
ther propped up by Chen Shui-bian,
can bestexplain whyMaholdssucha
stand,” said George Tsai Wei, profes-
sor at the Sun Yat-sen Institute for
Globalisation Studies at Chinese Cul-
ture University in Taipei.

Development of Sun's minzu had
taken a different course along with
progress of democracy in Taiwan,

Tsai said. “It is Taiwanese national-

ism rather than Chinese nationalism,
to be politically correct,” Tsai said of
mainstream views on the island.

In terms of minsheng, Taiwan —
once a major manufacturing hub in
Asia — saw its economy fade rapidly
under-Chen. Pundits said Chen’s
push for independence repeatedly
stoked cross-strait tensions, while his
policy of restricting mainland trade
discouraged investiment and growth
in Taiwan.

Various government statistics in
Taiwan show the island relies heavily
on the mainland, which has replaced
the United Statesas the biggest buyer
of Taiwanese products. Even KMT
officials admitted that Ma’s active
economic exchange policy with the
mainland was onereason theisland’s
economy had improved since Ma
took office in May 2008.
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Expansion planned for
National Palace Museum

Taiwan’s top museum, which
houses one of the world’s largest
collections of Chinese imperial art,
has launched an expansion plan, an
official said yesterday. The decade-
long development, to start next year,
unveiled by president Ma Ying-jeou
last week, will expand the Taipei
National Palace Museum’s
exhibition area by five times. The
plan, estimated to cost atleast
NT$20 billion (HK$24.3 billion), is
Taiwan’s answer to France's Grand
Louvre project, a museum official
said and aims to turn itinto a
“world-class” museum. AFP

ANC visit to China seen
as backing for Beijing

Officials of South Africa’s ruling
African National Congress (ANC) are
in China this week, the media
reported yesterday, in what could be
seen as the party showing full
support for Beijing, ANC officials

__werenot available to confirm the

reports. The visit came after South
Africa delayed a visa application for
the Dalai Lama, who was to visit to
celebrate Nobel Peace Prize winner
Desmond Tutu's birthday. ANC
supporters, newspapers and Tutu
said the move was symbolic of a
party that was failing to live up to its
own ideals. Reuters

Taiwanese incentives
bring boom in babies

The number of babies born in
Taiwan surged 16 per cent in the first
nine months of the year after the

nt offered subsidies to
couples in a bid to boost the island’s
birth rate, officials said. Tax breaks
and housing subsidies were among
the incentives offered as Taipei seeks
to raise the island’s low fertility rate.
A total 0f 142,345 babies were born
in the period, an increase of 19,567,
or15.9 per cent from the first nine
months last year, according to
interior ministry statistics released
on Saturday. AFP

CROSS-STRAIT RELATIONS

HU MAKES C

President urges peaceful
reunion with Taiwan at
ceremony to mark 1911
revolution’s énniversary

raymond.li@scmp.com

President Hu Jintao (888#%) yester-
day made the celebration marking
the centenary of the 1911 revolution a
case for reunification with Taiwan, a
cause hesaid served the best interests
onboth sides of the Taiwan Strait and
should therefore he pursued as a
comimon goal.

Hu was speaking at a ceremony
held atthe GreatHall of Peoplein Bei-
jing for the 100th anniversary of the
revolution, which ended the nation’s
long imperial history.

Theeventwasattended byallnine
members of the Politburo Standing
Committee of the Communist
Party’s Central Committee, as well as
by former party secretary Jiang Ze-
min (I &) and several other former

party elders.

In his 20-minute speech, Hu said
Beijing and Taipei should end antag-
onism, “heal past wounds and work
together to achieve the great rejuve-
nation of the Chinese nation”.

“Achieving reunification by
peaceful means best setves the fun-
damental interests of all Chinese, in-
cluding our Taiwan compatriots,”
Hu said, adding that both sides
should increase economic competi-
tiveness, promote Chinese culture
and build on a sense of a common
national identity.

“Working together to promote the
peaceful development of cross-strait
relations ... should be the goal of both
sides,” he added.

The ceremony, which lasted

Party officials gather in the Great Hal

about 40 minutes, featured 10 red
flags that flanked a giant portrait of
Sun Yat-sen, who led the 1911 revolu-
tion and became the president of the
first republic in China.

However, the ceremony began
with the singing of the national an-
them of the People’s Republic of
China, which was founded by the
Communist Party 38 years after the
1911 revolution.

Despite singing the praises ofdun
in his speech, including calling him
“a great national hero, a great patriot
and a great leader of the Chinese
democratic revolution”, Hu barely
elaborated on the key elements of
Sun’s political guidelines on nation-
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Island media accuse leader
of using Sun for own goals
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alism, democracy and people’s liveli-
hoods, and instead went to great
lengths to push the idea of national
reunification by peaceful means.

He emphasised that “Taiwan in-
dependence” must continue to be
opposed, and once again called for
the upholding of the “1992 consen-
sus” — an informal, oral understand-
ingthatthere existsonly “one China”,
inclusive of the mainland and Tai-
wan, with both sides agreeing to dif-
fer on its precise political definition,

The Communist Party hails the
1911 revolution as a milestone for the
nation’s development, but the party
also says the event failed to change
the nature of the country from a half-

celebrate the 1911 revolution’s centenary. Photo: Xinhua

colonial and half-feudalistic society,
characteristics the party says it was
able to do awaywith on its ascension.

Hu called Chinese communists
“the most resolute supporters” and
“the most faithful successors” of the
revolutionary causes that Sun under-
took and said the party remained
vital for hopes of political unity.

. “Toachieve the greatrevival ofthe
Chinese nation, we must certainly
firmly uphold the leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party,” Hu told
hundreds of officials at the event.

Thewmainland is now Taiwan'’s

' largest trading partner, its largest in-

vestment destination and home to a
growing number of Taiwanese,

chiyuk.choi@scmp.com

President Hu Jintao’s (8A&H) up-
holding of Sun Yat-sen as a hero
shared by both Beijing and Taipei, in
an attempt to bring both sides of the
strait closer, was criticised by media
on the island yesterday. '
Several Taiwanese media outlets
lashed out atHu, accusing him of ex-
ploiting Sun, the founder of the Re-
public of China in 1911, to suit the
Communist Party’s political goals.
Other publications on the island
simply turned a blind eye to the
speech given by Hu at a ceremony

. yesterday attended by all nine mem-

bers of the all-powerful Politburo
Standing Committee in Beijing.
Referring to the keynote remarks
made by Hu on the eve of the 100th
anniversary of the 1911 revolution,
the Taipei-based United Daily News
said Hu had rolled out a roadmap
and framework for the development
of cross-strait ties on the grounds of

intensifying measures against inde-

pendent forces on the island and by
calling for both sides to stick to the
“1992 Consensus”.

The article said that Hu, in an
attempt to arouse patriotic senti-
ments among Taiwanese people,
portrayed Sun as an example of con-
sensus between Beijing and Taipei.

Hu also said that Sun had spared
no effort in putting an end to the era
when the country was torn apart by
warlords, and that he was instru-
mental in settingup a unified nation.

Despite Hu's claim that Sun rep-
resented alinkbetween the two sides

of the strait, the paper said Sun'’s ac-
tions, in terms of influencing politics,
would havelittleimpact today. It said
the respect for Sun on the island, if
any, was nothing more than outdat-
ed sentiment in Taiwanese society.

The paper added that quite a few
schoolchildren had no idea who Sun
was, while the general public
showed no interest in him, although
portrayals of him were commonly
found in schools and government
buildings.

The article suggested the Com-
munist Party close the gap between
both sides by replacing one-party
rule with democratic elections and
providing more room for the devel-
opment of Taiwan.

Taiwan'’s official Central News
Agency also voiced its disappoint-
ment, saying Hu had falsely claimed
the Communist Party was the heir to
Sun’s political legacy while ignoring
Sun’s achievements after the 1911
revolution and those of the Republic
of China’s government before the
communist takeover in 1949,

President Hu Jintao's speech on the
anniversary of the 1911 revolution
has drawn criticism in Taiwan




Mainland has selectively adopted
Sun’s Three Principles of the Peoy

Cary Huang in Beijing
cary.huang@scmp.com

A visitor to Shantou GlLER) in eastern
Guangdong, glancing at the street
names in the city centre, might imag-
ine himselforherselfinan earlierage.
The main east-west road is
“named after Sun Yat-sen, thefounder -

of modern China, and the three main 3 L
north-south streets are named Min- )

zu (nationalism), Minquan (democ- Pt 3
racy) and Minsheng (people's liveli- . B e =Ty

hood) - the three pillars of the late
revolutionary leader’s political phi-
losophy.

. Itis a pattern followed in many
other southern cities, such as Guang-
zhou, where revolutionary activities
were launched 100 years ago — and
across the straits (see next page) —
with main roads and parks named
after Sun and streets named after his
Three Principles of the People.

These names were given shortly
after the 1911 revolution overthrew
the Qing dynasty and established the
first republic, and they have survived
under communist rule after the Kuo-
mintang founded by Sun fled to Tai-
wan at the end of the civil warin 1949.

There are 187 Sun Yat-senroadsin
mainland cities and many more
streets, parks, museums and public
places named in his memory.

They are geographic proof that
the communist leadershiphasrecog-
nised the impact of Sun and hisrevo-
lution on modern Chinese history.

They also show its willingness to
inherit, albeit selectively, some of his
legacy, even though the party has
been ideologically committed to the
eradication of the bourgeoisie, who
were at the centre of that revolution.

The revolution began with the
Wuchang (E%) uprising in Hubei
(i#fHE> on October 10, 1911, and ended
with the abdication of emperor Pu Yi
(i%%) on February 12, 1912. > <

_Despite their bitter ideological double-digit growth for three dec- mostly about removing imperialism
differences and a rivalry stretching  ades, although that was preceded by ~ and promoting the development of =
back 90 years, both the ruling Com-  three decades of misrule and misery  China as a nation proud of itself for - o
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Taiwan’s KMT regard the revolution
* as a hugely important milestone on
China’s road to modernisation.

The Three Principles were the
core of Sun's political philosophy in
his efforts to make China a free, pros-
perous and powerful nation.

It was a legacy claimed wholesale
as the basis for the ideology of the
KMT under Chiang Kai-shek and one
also tacitly accepted by the early
communists, including Mao Zedong
(%), and all the party’s leaders
since. Calling Sun a “great patriot”
and “a great pioneer of the Chinese
democratic revolution”, communist
leaders have sought to depict them-
selves as loyal successors to the revo-
lutionary cause he initiated.

The Communist Party’s hesitancy
in recognising what it calls “bour-
geois revolutionary doctrine” stems
trom Marxist theory, which says that
a proper comimunist revolution can
only be led by the urban proletariat
after a bourgeois revolution puts an
end to feudalism. Mao changed that
strategy and positioned the party to
lead a successful, rural-based revolu-
tion to eventually overthrowthe KMT
government.

Today, both parties largely agree
on the meaning of nationalism but
differ sharply on the meaning of
democracy and people’s livelihood.
The KMT sees them in Western,
social democratic terms, while the
Communist Party interprets them
from a Marxist perspective.

In his book Sun Yat-sen’s Three
\Principles, American historian Stan
Rubenstein said that because Sun’s
ideas were partly influenced by
American political economist Henry
George and partly by Karl Marx, his
political philosophy cut across politi-
cal lines and was designed to be
“altered or revised as the revolution
took various turns”.

The mainland has upheld the
importance of nationalism and peo-
ple’s livelihood amid three decades
of capitalist economic reform and
integration with the global economy.

Its nominally Marxist ruling
now claims that its rule is legitimised
by its ability fo deliver national
strength and prosperity. However,
the Western-style democracy advo-
cated by revolutionaries a century
ago remains taboo.

The Communist Party can claim
to have fulfilled the nationalism prin-
ciple — Sun wanted a unified nation
and an end to foreign colonialism
and rule by warlords - with the
founding of the People’s Republic in
1949, China is now a world power, no
longer subject to bullying by Western
forces. And nationalist sentiment is
on the rise, with many critics accus-
ing the leadership of stirring it up to
consolidateitsrule, =~

As for the people’s livelihood, the
party is now credited with m g
an economy that has averaged

LU Va0 s CALICING, olalinist-style
central planning.

But in terms of democracy, the
mainland remains under one-party
authoritarian rule that tolerates no
political dissent.

Professor Steve Tsang, director of
the China Policy Institute at the Uni-
versity of Nottingham and Emeritus
Fellow of St Antony’s College at
Oxford University, says theré are big
differences in the claims by the Com-
munist Party and the KMT to be the
heirs of Sun’s legacy.

“I don’t think the Chinese Com-
munist Party has inherited the Three
Principlesfrom Sun Yat-sen,” he said.

“Taiwan under Chiang Kai-shek
did, and eventually developed, as
required under the three principles,
into a genuine democracy, where
social inequality is relatively modest
for a state atits stage of development,
and its people proud of who they
are.”

After the death of Deng Xiaoping
(&8/\F), the Communist Party forged
a model for governing that was

The approach is
nationalistic,
anti-democratic,
not focused on
narrowing social
inequality

PROFESSOR STEVE TSANG

drawn from elements of Sun’srepub-
lican revolution and lessons from
China’s own imperial history, Tsang
said. It also studied strategies for con-
trol, organisation and propaganda
used elsewhere in the world,

“The political model and guiding
principles of the government in
China today are not those of Sun's
Three Principles,” he said.

Tsang said the choice of national-
ism and people’s livelihood as the
new, though informal, state ideology
was meant to enhance the party’s
capacity to stay in power in two
mutually reinforcing ways.

“Itis to provide a new ideological
basis for legitimacy on one hand and
to serve as a new rallying force to
develop a national aspiration around
the leadership of the party on the
other,” he said.

As for the people’s livelihood,
Tsang said social inequality on the
mainland had never been greater in
the past century than now.

Only in the realm of nationalism
could the Communist Party claim to
haveupheld Sun'slegacy, hesaid, but
the nationalism of Sun and of the
CommunistParty were not the same.

He said Sun'’s nationalism was

TIC1S, N Y

“The Chinese Communist Party
was not responsible for ending most
of the imperial legacies Sun had in
mind,” Tsang said. “Which ‘unequal
treaty’ was abolished by the authority
and diplomacy of the Chinese Com-
munist Party government? None —
unless one includes the retrocession
of Hong Kong and Macau.

“The other ‘unequal treaties’ from
the Qing period were all abolished in
the republican period, particularly
when Chiang Kai-shek was in power
on the mainland.”

Zhang Ming (3818), a political at
Renmin University, said the Com-
munist Party had not openly adve-
cated orrejected the Three Principles
of the People, even though it por-
trayed itself as a successor to Sun’s
revolutionary cause.

“The Communist Party has only
selectivelyinherited some of DrSun'’s
docirines in a pragmatic manner,”
Zhang said.

Heexplainshisideasin hisrecent-
ly published book Xinhai — Shaking
China (xinhai being the year of the
revolution in the traditional 60-year
calendrical cycle).

Tsang acknowledged China had
madehuge changes and veryimpres-
sive progress under the leadership of
the Communist Party after the mad-
ness of the Maoist era, but that was
not the result of an adherence to
Sun'’s Three Principles.

“The Chinese Communist Party
has chosen its own way forward,” he
said. “Its current approach is very
nationalistic, anti-democratic and
not focused on narrowing social
inequality. It is development-orient-
ed and efficiency-focused.”

Hopes that the party might finally
edge towards the Western-style dem-
ocratic reform advocated by Sun—30
years after experimenting with open
market forces — have gathered steam
in the past year following frequent
calls for meaningful change by re-
form-minded Premier Wen Jiabao
GRZRE),

The awarding of the Nobel Peace
Prize to jailed dissident Liu Xiaobo
(2I27H) last year brought more calls
from within and outside the estab-
lishment for political reform.

But it now seems clear that nei-
ther Wen nor President Hu Jintao
(#R2773) have any plan to carry out
even modest political reform, with
the communist security apparatus
stepping up a crackdown on dissent
amid widespread social discontent
and a rising number of protests.

Tsang said that despite the real
and significant changes in the politi-
cal arena on the mainland in past
decades, the Communist Party still
vehemently rejected democracy.

'~ “‘Chinese democracy’, as inter-
preted and implemented under the
Communist Party, dpes not accept
an%scope foritto lose power,” Tsang
said.
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