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Imperishable Affection:
The Art of Feng Zikai
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We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to
M:s Feng Yiyin (Daughter of Feng Zikai), Siu Sze (Prof. Lo Wai-luen),
Prof. Lee Chack-fan (Director of HKU School of Professional and Continuing Education) and
Ms Lee Mei-yin (Scholar of ethnic culture), Prof. Eva Man (Radio commentator),
Mr Chen Xing (Director of The Master Hongyi and Feng Zikai Research Institute),

Mr David Ki (Cartoonist), Mr Mok BE-den (Painter),
Mr Lau Kin-wei (Columnist), Mr Pak Sheung-chuen (Artist), Mr Chiu Kwong-chiu (Designer) and
the father and mother of Medull (Mr Brian Tse and Ms Alice Mak).
Thank you for your unconditional labour.
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Feng Zikai observed the world with heart and
sentiments. Therefore in his eyes everything has
a face to express their feelings.
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From the artistic view, sentiments exist not only

in the human world but in everything. So my late
father drew the facial expression of every item on his
desk. While the vase and the teapot look calm and
peaceful, the calendar wears a long face, lamenting

the rapid passage of time. Meanwhile, the clock
seems indignant. Is it because it is getting impatient
with its master who has yet to come to write and
paint at his desk?
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This cartoon stirs my emotions. I was forced to

quit schooling for work due to poverty. Given my
poor education, I faced many difficulties. Yet it was

fortunate that I was well aware of my limitations and

thus yearned not for reward but the opportunity to
work. After all those years of work with no return,
I was exhausted but certainly learnt a lot from those
experiences. Eventually my hard work has paid off

and [ have come to realise that being willing to suffer

small losses, warrants great advantages in return.
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As an old poem goes, “Whatever your age and
wherever you are, always keep up a childlike
heart.” In Feng’s works, it is common to find
him employing childlike eye and heart instead of
the traditional paternal perspective

to perceive children.
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In the past, when living standards were far from
abundant, a piece of clothing was often handed
down from the eldest to the youngest child,
despite it being worn out. Today many children
have new clothes almost every day and they no
longer treasure what they are given.




| savie Kt

ERAGEXBRAKA  REEFHH
HE FTEHRREAKN  ARE_FF
ERGEY  RAFLHENER
A NI % B |

This cartoon resonates profoundly with me and
reminds me of my childhood. Unfortunately I am
not the eldest but the second child. It really wouldn't
_ ' matter to put on what the eldest used to wear, but to
wear my sister’s... how embarrassing!
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This is truly eco-friendly.
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Green life starts with me.
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“Time awaits no one” is by all means a wise dictum.
Looking back, I have always felt not having done

' enough to treasure the time. Now I feel ever more

strongly that time awaits no one. Some words for
the young: Treasure the time for a splendid life!
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I want to go to work too!

mok & PEN

il Rl

NETFREBRHE DR B
ey —5—47 - Hih - KBLA
DLEtE R o BT oo — R A
B—EFET -

Children love imitating their parents by copying
their words and behaviour. This is why parents
must set a good role model for their children to

follow.
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Children at home are simple and innocent.
They are laughing at their father whose face
at home looks completely different from the
one going out.
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Father goes to work.
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When spring arrives, I am occupied by work

and neglect the wavering willow. Swallow,
please send the willow my greetings.
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The smiling hills of spring, pardon me for being
too busy to invite you for a tour.

Being immersed in work, when I raise my

head for a break, I am grateful to see both the
affectionate water nearby and hills afar,
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Any reading of “When the moon rises above the
willow top” naturally prompts the next line, “People
meet after the dusk”. These verses are about lovers’
date. With the green hills afar and a river flowing
underneath, the moon rises slowly as if it were to
kiss the tip of a weeping willow drooping from the
wall. The subtle connotations are by no means hard

to comprehend.
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In the quiet environs, the moon rises from the
hillside to the tip of a willow. By looking at Mr

Feng’s cartoons, one would learn how time passes
slowly in silence, just like his mind.
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THE EBEAUTY OF

AN IMPOVERISHEDL GIRL
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This cartoon depicts a girl from an impoverished
neighbourhood holding a mirror, absorbed in the gaze
of her own image. Poverty has not deprived her of the
inborn dream and aspiration for beauty. Feng’s skilful
but plain and modest brushwork constantly delivers
orld, 1

such a message: In the hu revails

over 1, hope over fear, and optimism does more
ey

good than disappointment. The world in his cartoons
is kind, tender, childishly innocent and lovely.
AN —— e
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Not only the mirror knows the beauty

of the girl, so do the heaven and earth,
as well as people.
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MOULLING MInES
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Not “a certain mode of education” but “the
mainstream education”. Many decades have passed

but little has changed in Chinese education —
moulding still persists. Isn't it deplorable?
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One of the education modes
(Are you among those products too?)
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Human beings are erect (opposite side) while pigs
are horizontal (adjacent side). Hypotenuse of the
triangle is the hands of breeder, which are also

the hands of butchery. The fate of pigs sometimes

resembles that of humans and they are virtually
connected to each other,
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A powerful depiction of selfish mankind.
A vivid reflection of humanity.
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Feng often drew inspiration from old poems, but he was
not constrained by the original works. An old poem An
Orphan’s Ode reads, “Born an orphan by coincidence,
despair befalls me but no one else... Parents have passed
away, my brother and his wife made me engage in trade.

1 travel to the south and arrive in Jinjiang. Then I head

to the east for Shandong province... When spring comes
and the grass sprouts, I collect mulberry leaves to feed the
silkworms in the third lunar month. In the sixth month
I'harvest the melons. I load a cart with melons and push

ithome. On my way, the cart tumbles. There are few to
help but more to eat the melons...” Based on the poem,
Feng depicted an old man whose cart of melons has
turned over and the passers-by are walking away with
some melons. This scene is fairly common in reality.

27



28

2 =k

"
1“" | st sze
¥

ld‘ EELSEREF ok - KL
Bk HAEETEN -

% This is not a good way to study. Neither
4 delving into nor emerging from it has
anything to do with books.

PELVING INTO THEIR STUPIES™
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People in the old days studied hard for knowledge
but today people study for wealth, In this material
world where a lust for fame and wealth prevails,
anyone who devotes himself to study as earnestly as
our predecessors did, would be admirable.
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Although the title Delving into their studies carries
positive implications, this cartoon features people
who are apparently striving for self-interest. Those
who succeed would look pious while those who fail
seem like the villains in the cartoon version of the
sarcastic novel of The Scholars...
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May peace reign every year!
(“Lotus” (lian) is assonance of
“Year” (nian) in Chinese and
“Vase” (ping) is a homophone of
“Peace” (ping)).
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The lethal bombshell was converted by Feng’s
heart of love and peace. This cartoon is filled with

S ) . strong sense of ease and joy shared by all peoples
and generations. The scene is neat and adorable,
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Convert violence into peace.

rejuvenating new hopes for the human world. ..
Let’s hope this scene would perpetuate, and the
people would wear a lovely smile every day like the
tumblers in the cartoon.
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WHEN ALL THE GUESTS HAVE GONE
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There are three cups, and two guests have left. The
artist is in the viewer’s position. The moon shows
is the twenty-fifth or twenty-sixth day of the lunar
month. The crescent moon may also be the hook
holding the blind, to which the friendship under
the moon still clings. This is the scene T used to se¢
when I was small, but the sentiments [ only began*
taste when grown up.
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Perhaps at that moment he was still immersed in
the memory of the gathering that had just ended,
smiling over the conversations, Perhaps his mind
had gone blank, stopped thinking because it was no
longer necessary. In the moonlit night, reminiscence
overflowed in the small, empty teahouse when all
the guests had gone.
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It is said that Feng published his first cartoon under
the title of When all the guests have gone. While people
come and go, the silent crescent moon hints at the
possibility of reunion in the future. It is precisely the
ideas of void and openness that have
inspired the creations of McDull.
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Fallen petals are not heartless waste but
become the spring soil to nourish

/%\ AT EERY  WEAREXN

the blossoms.
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Hong Kong Museum of Art, 10 Salisbury Road, Tsim Sha Tsui,
Kowloon

#r 34 & %% Bnquiries: (852) 2721 0116

48 4k Website: http:/ /hk.art.museum
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Chinese Fine Art Gallery (4/F)
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