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Three-year-old green sea turtle Kilo Lani was released last
year at Malmal'-ani Resort’s “Turtle Independence Day.”

R&:

every Fourth of ] uly

Star-Bulletin staff

The Fourth of July is cele-
brated at the Big Island’s Mauna
Lani Resort with the usual signs
of American independence —
flags, hot dogs, live music, a pa-
rade, balloon animals and face
painting — but the real stars of
the Mauna Lani's show are green
with flippers and shells. ;

They are the horiu, Hawaiian
green turtles, and every July
Fourth is “Turtle Independence

| Day”at the resort,

Since 1989 the resort has re-
ceived juvenile honu from
Oahu’s Sea Life Park and raised
them in the saltwater ponds of
Mauna Lani Bay Hotel as part of
the resort’s cultural awareness

Program to protect this threat-

ened species.

The honu are cared for unti]

they grow to a size and weight

that makes them less suscepti- -

ble to predators when released

gins at 8:30 a.m, with live enter-

A

STAR-BULLETIN./ 2003

place July 4 at the ocean’s edge
fronting Mauna Lani Bay. j
This year, the celebration be-

tainment and a carnjval |
atmosphere complete with
games, face painting, balloon
animals and canoe rides for the,
kids, At 9:30 a.m. the turtles are
gathered and escorted down to
the ocean, where a special
chant and honu hula will serve
as a bon voyage for the young
turtles. b
Picnic fare of hot dogs, ham-
burgers and shave ice will be
vailable, : e
Since the program’s inception,
the Mauna Lani ha si:_u_r_ture,ﬂ
more than 100 juvenile honu in
its saltwater ponds before re-
leasing them into the ocean.

Prior to their release, the turtles

are examined by a veterinarian
to ensure they are fit for release,
For reservations or informa-
tion, call the Mauna Lani at 808
885‘6622‘. %
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SUNDAY, JULY 4, 2004 ~
#:30 am. - 12:00 p.m. - Turtle Independ Celebration. Join us as we
celebrate the release of our turtles. Rides, games, food, and a honu
parade make up this day of good old-fashioned fun.
10:00 a.m. - Art Demonstration. Island Artist Linda Pualani Russel shares
her artistic talents with you. Join ker at Poolside. Lessons available. /Fee
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. - Tennis Trouble Shooting Clinic - An incredible, simple,
and most efficient teaching methodology to solving problems and reducing
mental, physical and emotional stress while on the court. One person =1/
2 hour, two or more people = 1 hour. $25+tax, meet at the Sports & Fitness
Club.
5:00 p.m. - Sunset Sail. Aboard the 50 ft. catamaran "Winona", enjoy refreshments,
island beverages and the tropical ocean complete a memorable experience.
For reservations, please call ext. 46. Minimum 8 pax. /$50+tax
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On the Fourth of July, Mauna

" Lani Resort might not light

fireworks, but you can always
expect an explosion of fun and
excitement.

Each Independence Day,

during a festive morning cele-
bration, this luxurious Big Is-
land resort “liberates” }uvemle
honu (green sea turtles), a
threatened species, that have
been raised in its saltwater
“ponds.

The resort launched the
Turtle Ambassador Program in
1989, in cooperation with
Oahu’s Sea Life Park and

George Balazs, a turtle re-
searcher with the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service. Every
year, a few dozen to a few hun-
dred sea turtles are hatched at
Sea Life Park. Most of them are
identified with National Marine
Fisheries Service tags and re-
leased into the ocean during
the first 24 hours of their lives,
but some are sent to qualified
facilities like Mauna Lani’s as
part of a unique education
project.

Mauna Lani receives five to
20 honu at a time for its Turtle
Ambassador Program (the re-

5B 9707

program to help preserve turtles

sort has nurtured more than
100 honu since 1989). The tur-
tles usually range in age from 3
months to a year, and Mauna
Lani's staff cares for them until

they are big and healthy

enough to be released into the
ocean.

Generally, to be released,
the turtles must have a cara-
pace length of at least a foot, a
size they attain when they’re
about 2 to 3 years old. Their
release is the highlight of
Mauna Lani’s Turtle Indepen-
dence Day, which marks its
15th anniversary today with

the release of 15 turtles.
Exuding the lively atmo-
sphere of a carnival, the event
will begin at 8:30 a.m. with mu-
sical entertainment, games,

_face painting, balloon animals

and canoe rides for the kids.
Favorite picnic fare will be
available for sale, including
hot dogs, hamburgers, cotton
candy, malasadas, shave ice
and root beer floats.

At 9:30 a.m. the turtles will
be carried to shore, where a
special chant and “honu hula”
by John Kaimikaua's Halau
Hula O Kukunaokala will take

place prior to their release in
front of hundreds of flag-wav-
ing well-wishers,

“Some turtles zoom sea-
ward,” says Pii Laecha, manager
of Mauna Lani Resort’s saltwa-
ter ponds.

“Others cruise the area be-
fore heading out to offshore
waters.”

Hundreds of schoolchildren
annually learn about the honu
on tours of the resort’s ponds.
“The turtles require special
care,” points out Laeha.

Please see Turtles, F6
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Turtles: Staff
reach out to kids
and visitors alike

Continued From F1

“There are many things to
worry about. Do they have
enough to eat? Are they sick?

Is their water clean? You
worry about them getting

stuck in the rocks, With the
turtles, you run into the same

. concerns and problems as you

do when raising your children;
they need lots of tender loving
care.” .

A few turtles are selected as
subjects in a satellite tracking
project conducted by Balazs.
Transmitters relay the turtles’
location and other data to him
at the NMFS’s Pacific Islands
Fisheries Science Center in
‘Honolulu. Balazs notes, “The
main scientific purpose of
putting satellite transmitters
on the turtles is to study their
pelagic ecology — where they
travel and how they live with
relation to ocean currents and
other features such as temper-
ature and winds.”

During thorough pre-release
examinations, Balazs and vet-
erinarian Dr. Bob Morris deter-
mine which turtles are fit for
release; the strongest and
healthiest are chosen to wear
the transmitters. They vary in

age and weight, so information
about them at different stages
can b+ Dbtained. Last year,
four (. (les bearing satellite
tags were released — one from
the shore and three in waters
five miles off Mauna Lani.

IN ANCIENT TIMES, accord-
ing to Danny Akaka, Mauna

Lani Resort’s director of cul-

tural affairs, ponds called “pa
honu” were built to raise honu
as a food source primarily for
the alii (royal) class. A pa
honu was located at Kawaihae,
currently the site of the deep
draft harbor.

[}

“Honu also played a signifi-
cant cultural role in that they
were regarded as aumakua
(personal guardians) by some
Hawaiian families,” Akaka
says. “Families who believed
the turtle to be their aumakua
could not eat or use any part
of it for any purpose: other-
wise, it was said misfortune
may befall them for not re-
specting the family guardian.”

Akaka says Mauna Lani's
Turtle Ambassador Program
has provided a wonderful op-
portunity for staffers to talk to
visitors about the honu as a
symbol of longevity and voyag-
ing, its cultural significance in
Hawaii and its plight in today’s
world. -

“It doesn't take much to sell
people on the fact that the re-
lationship between man and
turtle is akin to the relation-
ship between man and nature,

' and that man’s existence de-

pends on how well he treats
nature,” Akaka says. “If turtles
cease to exist, what of man’s
existence? Will man’s short-
sightedness, negligence and
abuse place him next on the
endangered species list?”

A SCHOOL GROUP from
Puna, where fishermen some-
times were caught illegally
harvesting turtles from the
Sea, was among those visiting
the resort.

When Akaka spoke to the
children about the importance
of protecting the environment
and the honu, one of the girls
raised her hand and said that
her father was a fisherman
who occasionally brought
home a turtle for dinner. “I
told her that we must all do
our part to help Mother Na-
ture,” Akaka said. “By taking
turtles before they mature and
can have more offspring, we

(e e ——— e




Volunlueers gently carry the tm-tles to the water’s edge,
where they are released with a big party and the cheers
of crowds.

TURTLE INDEPENDENCE DAY

Place: Mauna Lani Resort, Kohala Coast, Big Island

Time: 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. today

Admission: Free. Food will be available for purchase.
~ Call: Susan Bredo, 808-885-6622
E-mail: shredo@maunalani.com or dakaka@maunalani.com
Wab site: www.maunalaniculture org

;K‘__

foot long await their ocean send-off,

i )Jl

Everyrourthoumyls'rmﬂelndepmdenceDaymmemt,whenmmmat

could upset the balance of |
in the ocean, which could
a negative effect on oth
species as well.” '
Within a few weeks, Ak
received thank-you lette
from the class; one was fr
the girl who had mention
her father hunted turtles.
her note, she said she told h
parents about the field fi
what she had learned and ho
we all need to be the stewa
of the ocean, land and its :
sources. ;
“Her father promised he
would not kill another turt
again,” says Akaka. “I use thi
story to illustrate the im ».’__'_
that our Turtle Ambassado)
Program can have on children
and that it is the children who,
in turn, will teach the parents
to malama aina, malama ke
(protect the land, protect tl
ocean).”

Cheryl Chee Tsutsumi is a
Honolulu-based freelance writer
and Society of American Travel
Writers awa{d winner.
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V[z04s] 708 1615 | AI2004 are on a peliét diet 3X a day.
v]yaso| 58 15 All 2004 Hatehiings are on a peiet dlet 3X a day.
v\|zes2| 0 15 1 are on & pefet diet 3X a day.
V|zos| aso 14 Offered pefiets and 1 g blocks af mszuri 3X a day. v .
AZ@ 8| 1089 182 Al 2004 Hatchiings are on a peliet dgf 8K aday. 17 Miks Y‘-r"" Fht By
v]zcss| 383 134 | AI2004 are ona peliet diet 3X adey. | * |
Vizcss| 784 16.9 ‘Al 2004 Hatohlings are on a pellet diet 3X a day. 1> Alias YN 56
izesr| 7 155 All 2004 sreona diet 3X B day.
V126 425 137 | Au2004 are on a pellet diet 3X & day.
(?s%ﬂ 468 1425 |  AN2004 Hatchlings are on a pellet diet X a day. [~ £AM “ﬁz’:.#mlz
vizcet| 4so 139 All 2004 Hatchiings are on a peliet diet 3X a day. |
Alzee2| 300 118 | _AN2004 Hatehings are on a pefiet diet 3X a day.
v]zo63| 506 | 152 | AN2004HatchingsareonapeletdistaXaday, |
V{zoe4| 600 | 1565 | AN2004 Hatohiings are onapelietdiet X a day. 1> Alths Ya&q
V02c65| 285 | 123 | AN2004 Hatchiings are on a peliet diet 3 a day.
vi0aGes ;
e R

R T —

vizees| 437 138 | AN2004 Hatohlings are on a pellet diet 3X a day. |

Wi38| 3505 30.8 Al 2003 Hatchiings are on a pefist diet 3X a day. |

Wi78) 3485 3 All 2003 Hatohlings are on & pellet diet 3X a day. |

W5 | 2472 282 | AN2003 Hatchlings are on & pefiet diet 3X & day.
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SEA LIFE PARK HAWAII

HAWAIIAN GREEN SEA TURTLE Chelonia mydas

RECEIVED FROM: Dallas World Aquarium
RECEIVED ON: January 25, 2005
ARRIVAL WEIGHT: | 96 #’s / 89 kgs

NAME: Clyde
ACCESSION #: 99R002
HATCH DATE: 7/98
LABELED:

PIT TAG LHF:

PIT TAG RHF:

ARRIVING CONDITIQN %

Visual exam appears within normal limits,

BLOODWORK: CBC: WBC 5,900 with an absolute
lymphocyte count of 1416/ul. Chemistry Panel: AST 1809, CK 2392,
- BUN 37, Creatinine 0.6, Glucose 73, and Calcium 9.4,

CURRENT CONDITION: Bright, alert, and active. Interest has been

shown in vegetables that have been offered, but Clyde has not been observed
eating, _ ?

ASSESSMENT: Clyde appears to be free from infectious disease, in good
health and in excellent physical condition

VETERINARY RECOMMENDATION: Clyde is ready for release into
the wild. .

- Christie Hicks DVM Brian E. Joseph, DVM
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July 4% Turtle Independence Day Celebration at
Mauna Lani Resort

Sunday, July 3
12 noon ~ I'OOpm Honu Presentation

This fun educational presentation by Sea Life Park is an opportunity for child =
to get an up close view of the honu. It's also a great photo opportunity for pare=m
Please meet at the Honu Garden.

100 pm -~ 3:00 pm Weighing& Tagging of the Honu

Join us on the Mauna Lani Lanai as George Balazs of the Marine Turtle Reseas
Program, National Marine Fisheries Service, and his team weigh, measure and P
the honu that will be released on July 4%, Team more about the honu o

everyone that nurtures, raises and monitors the honu throug]:out the year.

3:00 pm - 7:00 pm American Music Celebration
= The Hawaii Performing Arts presents “A Brass Bash in the Spirit of the
\ [ Holidag i Enjoy rousing traditional favorites as well as new Americas
& musicinafun and festive concert at the Hale Hoaloha Pavilion.
Complimentarg.




830 am -~ 11:30am Turtle Independence Day Celebration

The celebration begins at 8:30am with live entertainment and a carnival
atmosphere complete with games, rock wall clim]:;ing, balloon animals and canoe
rides for the kids. At 9:30am the turtles are gathered from the ponds and paraded

down to the ocean where a special chant and Honu

Hula' takes place prior to the release of the young @ggg_%ﬁ&b
turtles. And during the morning’s festivities, goodold~- = & t\
tashioned picnic fare is available, from hot dogs and =N
llﬁm]:turgers to Hawaii's favorite delight ~ shave ice. %

There will be exciting turtle displays to help educate everyone about the

Hawaiian green turtle and how we can help in the preservation of the species.

Please contact the Concierge at ext. 24
for additional information,

P - 50¢ 322 omfufos
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————— Original Message-----

From: Robert A Rameyer [mailto:bobhrameyer@usgs.gov]
Sent: Friday, January 06, 2006 3:50 PM

To: thierry workeusgs.gov

Subject: Mauna Lani blood results 1-5-06

Thierry, ,’i<>
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