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Scientific research generally focuses on specific questions and deals with issues important to
certain groups, regions or organisms. The people involved in the research and those interested
in or affected by the results of the research are the beneficiaries. Magnifying the impact of
research, both the process and the outcomes, can have positive effects.

One way to accomplish this is through the active participation of middle and high school
students in the scientific process of field research. For the last 30 years NOAA scientists have
partnered with Hawai’i Preparatory Academy teachers and students to provide students with
the opportunity to assist in the capture and tagging of sea turtles in the coastal waters of
Hawaii. Students in the program learn sea turtle biology and ecology, field techniques for
handling and working with wild sea turtles, the use of technology to study sea turtle behavior
and communication skills while dealing with the public. The skills and experiences that they
gain through this unique opportunity make them more knowledgeable, active and dedicated
conservationists. For some, these experiences open to way to a career in scientific research
and conservation. While it is not always possible to include outsiders in basic research projects,
doing so is almost always beneficial to all involved and always leads to better informed
citizenry.

Abstract for presentation at International Sea Turtle Protection Workshop in Penghu,
Taiwan, October 2017.
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