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Disputes in
East China
Sea renew
il feelmgs

By Isabel lds
Bloomberg News

A string of incidents in
and over the East China
Sea points to renewed ten-
sions between Japan and
China over territory, just
as‘anew survey underlines
the animosity between -
Asla’s-t-_wo largest econo-

Japm’s vice foreign
minister, Akitaka Saiki,
summoned Chinese am-
bassador Cheng Yonghua
early today after a Chinese
frigate entered the “contig-
uous zone” just outside Ja-
pan-administered waters
surrounding contested is-

- lands. No Chinese naval

vessel has previously been

observed there, NHK re-

- ported.

“This is a one-sided act

- that increases tensions,”

Japanese Defense Minister

Gen Nakatani told report-
ers. “l am seriously con-

cemed he said, according

. to Kyado News

yR &
Japanes and Diaoyu in
Chinese, with the Japanese
government buying three
of them in 2012 from a pri-

vate landowner, leadmg to "

arise in tensions,

Court ruling

Tensions over territo
are rising in Asia before an
international court ruling
on a case brought by the
Philippines over a sepa-
rate territorial dispute be-
tween China and other.
nations in the South China
Sea, which could affect
China’s behavior in waters
through which more than
$5 trillion of trade passes
each year,

Japan has used its plat-
form as host of the Group
of Seven meetings this
year to criticize China, its
biggest trading partner.

The developments come
as a survey of five Asian
nations shows continuing
ill feeling between China
and Japan, despite grow-
ing opportunities to inter-
act through business and

Theprevmusuaytnree
Chlnesecaastguaxdves-

sels entered what Japan re-
_see Japan as the most

gards as its territorial
waters around the islands.
Meanwhile, the U.S. said
Chinese fighter planes un-
safely intercepted a recon-
naissance flight in
international airspace over
the East China'Sea, CNN re-
ported. China’s foreign
ministry said the US. was
deliberately hyping the jet
encounter.

A contiguous zone is an
area of water that extends
up to 24 nautical miles fur-
ther than territorial seas.
While considered interna-
tional waters, countries
claiming such a zone exer-
cise control over the area
for various purposes in-
cluding customs and sani-

| tation.

"Japan and China are em-
broiled in a dispute over
uninhabited islets near Tai-
wan, known as Senkaku in

/54

tourism.
A majority of Chinese

likely nation to start a con-
flict in Asia, according to a
survey conducted by the
United States Studies Cen-
ter at the University of Syd-
ney published this month.
Fifty-six percent of Chinese

* respondents picked Japan

as the most likely to initi-
ate hostilities, compared
with only 9 percent who
picked North Korea.

Thirty-seven percent of
Japanese respondents
picked China as the most
likely instigator, compared
with 50 percent who chose
North Korea. The survey,
which also covered South
Korea, Australia, Indonesia
and the U.S,, found that the
Japanese were by far the
most likely to characterize
China as “doing much
more harm than good” in
the region.




China builds isles s

iIl disp}!’t!%(’i ]%Eﬁrs rapidly building five man-

made islands from tiny reefs

: A i and shoals in the South
The U.S. is worried as Beijing brazenly China Sea, USS. officials say,

; . : sparking concern that Bei-
expands its claim on the Spratly archipelago ok st it ne:

sertive in the disputed wa-
ters even as the United
States boosts its own forces
in the western Pacific.
Dredging around Fiery
Cross Reef, a former out-
cropping in the Spratly Is-
lands, during the past year
has created a new island
nearly 2 miles long and sev-

- - —— - - - A -— N




Amilitary-grade airstrip / 5 é’)
-and dredged harbor on Fiery
s ; —— < - lli ] 0 n ﬂl
IDAY 1/30/15 >> HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER >> AT mm“mo“hgesspgaﬂ; S
ot e c‘learly_would in shoals and rocks in sensi-
expand China's ablht_y-to Op-  4ive arenswhose ignty
eral hundred yards wide.  the buildup indicates a Chi- CIAE N30 AEACONSIIEER: 3o ounvantid " Acsiatant Soc
US. officials say itislarge  nese push to establish de Raigntia tnderboz, LM 3t sliState DearilelR, Ru
enough for China to buildits  facto control over the re- Sunation is olso U=~ o eas - o 2 newe
first airstrip in the remote ar-  source-rich waters and islets way at several reefs. be conference in Manila, “We
chipelago, one long enough  also claimed by the Philip- - “Chinaappearsto ;:‘ﬁ_ think there is a powerful
for most of its combatand  pines, Malaysia, Taiwan, panding and upgrading case to be made for the max-
support aircraft. Satellite Brunei and Vietnam. tary and civilian B imum exercise of restraint.”
photos also reveal a small Except for Brunei, those infrastructure —including Evan P. Garcia, a senior
port under construction. nations all maintain small radars, satellite mmmmﬂ:;“ Philippine diplomat, told re-
US. officials worry that airstrips or symbolic mili- tion equipment, anti-aircr porters the island-building
tary outposts in the and naval guns, helipads and “is not helpful in terms of
Spratlys, but the Chinese docks —on some of the ma- finding a way forward. ... It's
""""" = E— made islands,” accordingtoa frustrating.”
1 military dwarfs others in the report last month by the U.S- =
i region and could undermine China Economic and Security
| the tense status quo. Con- Review Commission, which
g frontations have broken out was set up by Congress.
| over fishing, oil and gas : 6o
| drilling, and military maneu- BELJING INSISTS the recla-
vers in recent ; mation projects are an inter-
India is the latest country nal matter taking place on
to express alarm about Bej- Chinese territory, and re-
jing’s growing military clout, cently said it needs a base in
partly because the Chinese the South China Sea to sup-
navy has sent nuclear sub- port radar and intelligence
marines into the Indian gathering. It has rebuffed re-
Ocean, rattling New Delhi’s gional demands to submit to
defense community; international arbitration to
| During a three-day visit to resolve the maritime and
New Delhi that ended Tues- territorial disputes.
day, President Barack The White House has re-
Obama signed a joint state- fused to take sides in the ter-
ment with Indian Prime Min- ritorial disputes, calling for a
ister Narendra Modi calling halt in all provocative activi-
for “safeguarding maritime ties, But the Obama adminis-
security and ensuring free- tration faces growing
dom of navigation and over- pressure from allies to push
flight throughout the region, back any Chinese effort to
especially in the South establish a permanent off-
China Sea.” They urged all shore military presence in
parties “to avoid the threat the contested area.
or use of force,” Pentagon officials and the
State Department repeated
WHITE HOUSE aides por- those demands in the past
trayed Obama’s trip as a week, urging China to halt
way to emphasize his at- the island-building projects.
tempt to focus more military “We call on China to clar-
and other resources on Asia ify their reclamation inten-
and the western Pacific, a tions” and “to cease these
pivot intended in part to off- large-scale reclamation ac-
set China’s influence. The tivities, recognize how they
Pentagon has sent more are increasing regional ten-
warships and troops to the sions, and pursue diplo-
region and has forged closer matic alternatives,” said Lt.
military ties with several of Col. Jeffrey Pool, a Pentagon
China’s neighbors. spokesman,
Fo—— P — - e L . e -
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Hong Kong’s le;zde? warns of ‘anarchy

5205 TALEY J7m o

AFP, HONG KONG ‘ we should act in accordance with Kong’s autonomy .., is a
Hong Kong Chief Executive Leung the law, or Hong Kong will degen- degree of autonomy, not an abso-
Chun-ying (WiRHE). yesterday erate into anarchy,” he said, lute autonomy.”
said that demands for fully free In his first speech to Hong Beijing has ruled that candi-
elections risked “anarc y" as he Kong's legislature since huge dates for the territory’s first-ever
pledged allegiance to Beijing and street rallies calling for free lead- public vote for its chief executive
pro-democracy lawmakers staged ership elections, Leung made no in 2017 must be vetted by a loyal- -
a dramatic walkout, : . concessions to protesters and ist committee, which campaigners

 Leung resisted political reform questioned their understanding . denounce as “fake democracy,”
in his annual address, saying there of the intricacies of politics in They say they would rather
would be no deviation from Bei- the semi-autonomous Chinese have no vote than one in which
Jjing's framework for the territory’s territory, the candidates are restricted, and
leadership elections in 2017. Authorities in Hong Kong and have consistently called for Leung
“The rule of law is the founda- Beijing have consistently branded — who was himself appointed by a

tion of Hong Kong, The democratic the mass protests illegal. pro-Beijing committee — 1o resign.

" development of Hong Kong must ‘Hong Kong’s bower origi- However, Leung reiterated
therefore be underpinned by the nates from the central authorities that any vote for the top post
same. As we pursue democracy, [in Beijing],” Leung said. “Hong must adhere to Beijing’s rules,




| Last Thursday,
| student leader

Joshua Wong was

at Hong Kong

Commercial Ra-
.. |dio to record a
_ . W program when

FRANK CHING he ran into Chief

Secretary Carrie
Lam, The 18-year-old immediately
reached into his schoolbag and
pulled out a criticism of the gov-
ernment’s public sentiment report
released two days earlier,

“Why did you conclude in the re-
port that it is a common aspiration
among Hongkongers to implement
a system of universal suffrage based
on the National People’s Congress’
Aug, 31 framework?” he asked.
“Don’t you think this is distorting
facts?”

Instead of answermg his ques-
tion, the chief secretary — second-
in-command in the Hong Kong
government — talked about how
and why the report was compiled,
causing the student leader to repeat
his question.

At that point, the Etatwns of-

ficials-broke up the unscheduled in-
terview, saying it was time to start
the program.

It is easy to understand Joshua
Wong's frustration. After all, he
and thousands of other students
had spent the last several months
protesting against the Aug. 31 deci-
sion, and they clearly had the sup-
port of a considerable segment of
the public. To be told now that the
Hong Kong government believes
that there is a “common aspiration”
to support the decision did not go
down well,

To quote the report’s conelusion:
“It is the common aspiration of the
Central Authorities, the HKSAR
Government, and the people of
Hong Kong, to implement universal
suffrage for the CE (chief executive)
elections in 2017 in Hong Kong as
scheduled and strictly in accordance

with the Basic Law and the relevant
lnﬁerpratatmn and Decisions of the
NPCSC.” :

Joshua Wong wasn’t the only one
surprised by the report's conclu-
sion, After all, the report was meant
to tell the central government about

‘Hong Kong judge
rules “chalk
caf | re%m ﬁgmuL

AFP, HJNGK : //Vft

A 14—year-oid gn'l who was
rested for chalking flowers
the wall of a Hong Kong des
racy protest site and faced &
taken into government care
be allowed to stay with her
ily, a court ruled yesterday.
Authorities had been ses
a “care and protection”
for the teenager, who was
to a children's home after
‘caught scribbling on the “Le
Wall” at the territory’s main
test site last month.
Although she waslater alis
to return to her father on bs
under curfew, the case sp
fears authorities are cs
a clampdown on protesters
i the end of two months of

“After considermg the
and based on suggestions _
by social workers, there
need to make such an
now,” Hong Kong

veteran Martin Lee (=
‘who represented the giri
the teenager “should be
today.” The girl herself wa
available for comment.

The arrest of the tes
dubbed “Chalk Girl” in loca!
— comes as authorities face
sations of mounting a cas
of harassment agamst IO
pro-democracy figures afe
camps were cleared last ms

“I can’t think of any othe
son [for the arrests] othes
creating white terror or &
litically motivated one,” ssu
leader Alex Chow (E#®
on Sunday after becomag:
latest ﬂgure to be detains
released by police.

=




public sentiment in Hong Kong in
the wake of the Aug. 31 decision.

The “common aspiration” as-
sertion implied that there exists
wide support in Hong Kong for the
decision, which denies Hong Kong
people the right to vote for the can-
didate of their choice by screening
out those not‘acceptable to Beijing,
when in fact the whole 79-day occu-
pation saga was an attempt, albeit
unsuccessful, to have the decision
reversed.

As it is, the Hong authori-
ties know full well that the commu-
nity is not solidly behind them. In
fact, the day after the release of the
public sentiment report, the Hong

Kong authorities released a second
document directly contradicting
' the earlier one — this time on the
second round of public consulta-
tion on universal suffrage elections
~in 2017.
That report aveids extravagant
' claims of support from the commu-
nity. Instead, it candidly acknowl-
vdges, “Whether or not universal
- suffrage for the CE election could
be implemenied as intended in

2017 would depend on whether

the community agrees to complete

the “Five-Step Progress” within the
framework of the Basic Law and
the Decision of the NPCSC.

Under the Aug. 31 decision, the
chief executive has to be a person
who “loves the country and loves
Hong Kong” and, to ensure this,
there had to be “institutional safe-

Thus, a nominating commiittee,
similar to the current Election Com-
mittee, will nominate two to three
candidates, each of whom must re-
ceive the support of more than half
of the members of the nominating
committee. The composition of that
committee, as is true of the Election
Committee, ensures that only the
names of Beijing-approved candi-
dates will appear on the ballot.

It was hard fo imagine more
hard-line terms. Opposition from
pan-democrats to the new N
decision was immediate, with the
Democratic Party publicly vowing to
veto the bill the Hong Kong govern-
ment will draft to turn the NPCSC
decision into local law.

Other leading figures have
been asked to report to police

~ blunders once 2
vs7 /K

_/7’6’ OJ,HUA'

m the general publie,
100, was negative. A poll comimis-
sioned by the South China Morning
Post newspaper found that those
who supported a veto outnumbered
those opposed to it by 48 percent
to 39 percent. If the bill is vetoed, it
would mean that the chief executive
will continue to be chosen by an
Flection Committee, with members
of the public not having a vote.

If there was a “common aspira-
tion” to implement universal suf-
frage in accordance with NPCSG
decisions before Aug. 31, this new
decision strained it to the breaking
point.

The Hong Kong government’s
credibility is at perhaps its lowest
point, with the administration seen
as telling another untruth while os-
tensibly trying to set things straight.
But as Beijing is talking about the
need to “re-enlighten” the people
of Hong Kong (read: “re-educate”)
to achieve a better understanding

_of the “one country, two systems”

policy, it is difficult to see how the
Leung administration’s problem
can be repaired in the short term.

' stations this week, including out-
spoken media tycoon Jimmy Lai
(BE3%) and the three founders of
the Occupy Central campaign.

. Police had also sought a care
and protection order for another
t_:eenager, a 14-year-old boy who *

(was arrested during the clear-
ance of one of the protest camps
| in November last year.

_ "I‘he teen, who asked not to be

:mmed, said his treatment was

' “extremely unethical” and “politi-
cally motivated.”




Fellini scréen szren Amta,

Ekberg passes away at 83

NY TIMES NEWS SERVICE

Anita Ekberg, who became an in-
ternational symbol of lush beauty
and unbridled sensuality in the 1960
Federico Fellini film La Dolce Vita,
died on Sunday in Rocca di Papa,
southeast of Rome. She was 83.

The cause was complications of
a long illness, said her lawyer, Pa-
trizia Ubaldi: '

Ekberg had kept a low public.

profile in recent years. In December
2011, it was reported that she was
alrmstpemuless had no family to
help her and was seeking financial
assistance from the Fellini Founda-
tion while living at a nursing home
mIﬁaiy,heradoptedmmrtzy

Fellini cast Ekberg in La Dolce
Vita as a hedonistic US actress vis-
iting Rome. A single moonlit scene
in which she wades into the Trevi
Fountain in a strapless evening

- gown, turns her face ecstatically to

the fountain's waterfall and seduc-
tively calls Marcello Mastroianni's
- character to join her, established
her place in cinema history.

Ekberg won a Golden Globe,
sharing the 1956 award for most
promising newcomer with Dana
Wynter and Victoria Shaw, but
most of her roles focused on her
face and figure,

When she traveled overseas to
entertain US troops in the 1950s,
Bob Hope introduced her as “the
greatest thing to come from Swe-
den since smorgasbord” and joked
that her parents had won the Nobel

ARV

Decades later, she told En
tainment Wee!dy: “When you're
born beautiful, it helps you start in
the business, but then it becomes a
handicap.”

Kerstin Anita Marianne Ekberg

was born Sept. 29, 1931, in Malmo,
Sweden, one of eight children of
harbor master.

She did some modeling as a
teenager and was later named Miss
Sweden, traveling to the US as a
special guest at the Miss America

pageant. She did not take home.

the Miss Universe title, but did win
a US modeling confract and was

. soon acting as well.

Over a five-decade acting career,
she made more than 50 feature
films. Her last screen appearance
was on a 2002 episode of the Italian
TV series Il Bello Delle Donne.

Ekberg married and divorced
twice. Her husbands were British
matinee idol Anthony Steel (1956
to 1959) and Rik Van Nutter, a

- US actor who also appeared in

films under the name Clyde Rog-
ers (1963 to 1975). Steel died in
2001, Van Nutter in 2005. She had
no children.

In an interview for her 80th
birthday with Italian newspaper
Corriere Delle Sera, she was asked
if she was lonely,

She replied: yes, a bit, “but I
have no regrets. I have loved, cried,
been mad with happiness. I have

_won and I have lost.”

Ekberg poses after arriving in London on Nov. 15, 1955, to film

Swedish actress Anita
the movie Zarak
s

The former sex symbol died on Sunday aged 83,
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Wish You A Happy & Prosperous New Year
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HK legislatbr t
refer

to inspire

AFP, HONG KONG

A veteran pro-democracy legisla-
tor pledged on Friday last week to
resign from Hong Kong’s Legisla-
tive Council, triggering a by-elec-
| tion to allow residents to “vent
their anger” at Beijing authorities

over proposals on how the terri-

tory chooses its next leader.

The issue was at the heart of
months of mass protests in Hong
Kong, where pro-democracy dem-
onstrators blocked off stretches of
main roads to call for what they
termed “true” universal suffrage, '

Legislative Council member
Albert Ho's (fif#f=) announce-
ment that he would resign his seat
is the latest show of defiance by
Hong Kong's pro-democracy law-
makers, who have vowed to veto
any government proposal over
how to choose a new leader in
2017,

It came as authorities contin-
ued to clamp down on activists
mvolved in the mass pro-democ-
racy rallies that began at the end
of September last year.

Though Hong Kong is to choose
its chief executive through a “one-
person, one-vote system,” Chinese
authorities have said that candi-
dates must be vetted by a nominat-
ing committee, which democracy
activists and pro-Beijing figures
alike say would screen out anyone
seen as unacceptable by China

Ho's resignation from his “super
seat” — one of five in the legislature
— would trigger a by-election in

Pro-Beijing protesters mock former pro-democracy Hong Kong legislator Audrey Eu

outside the Legislative Coundil in Hong Kong on Wednesday last week. -

which 5 million people may vote,

“I think I should take every pos-
sible opportumity to enable Hong
Kong people to vent their anger,
their frustrations — and protest
against the central government,”
Ho told reporters,

“Ia.mmaposiﬁontodosoby
resigning from my seat so as to
trigger off a territory-wide de fucto
referendum,” he said, adding that
he was sure “Hong Kong people
would seize this opportunity to
fully express their views.”

Ho said he would resign after
pro-democracy legislators — who
hold a critical legislative veto on
constitutional amendments
vote down the proposed political
reform package. Legislators are
expected to vote on the package
in the early months of the summer,
but experts have questioned the

usefulness of Ho's move,

“It [the resignation] would
be meaningless, because the bill
would have been voted down al-
ready,” Hong Kong Institute of
Education political analyst Sonny
Lo (k) told reporters,

Meanwhile, the founders of
the Occupy Central movement on
Friday announced that they were
summoned by police officers to
accept arrest.

“Charges include taking part in,
instigating and organizing and fa-
cilitating unauthorized assembly,”
founder and academic Chan Kin-
man (K& E) said on Facebook.

Also on Friday, Hong Kong bil-
lionaire Li Ka-shing (FEEH) told
reporters: “If Hong Kong's politi-
cal reform does not take a further
step, the harm to the territory is
impossible to estimate.”

PHOTO: REUTERS -



China’s buidup of
modern warships a

threat to Tai 3/
TAIPE TIN5 Vi
‘CLEAR’ DANGER:
defense analyst sald that
the new, larger, deadlier
vessels justify Taipei's bid
to develop its own fleet of
missile-armed submarines

© BY WILLIAM LOWTHER

STAFF REPORTER IN WASHINGTON
Beijing's ongoing buildup of
modern, radar-equipped war-
ships represents a “clear threat”
to Taiwan, an expert on China’s
military has warned.

“The eventual number of such
ships is unknown, but could
exceed 20 by the early to mid-

2020s,” International Assessment

and Strategy Center senior fel-
low Rick Fisher said.

He issued the warning after a
report in Defense News said that
by 2018, China’s People’s Lib-
eration Army Navy (PLAN) will
have more phased-array radar-
equipped destroyers than any

regional competitor — including

Japan and South Korea.

The US-based magazme said
that Beijing had commissioned
its fifth Type 052C destroyer, the
Jinan, on Dec. 22 last year, “leav-
ing one last ship of that type to
be finished.”

The magazine said that the
Chinese navy’s procurement of
Luyang-class Type 052C/Ds and
Type 055 gunided-missile cruisers
with phased-array radars would
provide long-range anti-aircraft

warfare support to China’s

planned carrier strike groups,

Fisher told the Taipei Times
that the ships would be incor-
porated into anti-surface war-
fare groups that can use their
long-range radar to help target
long-range anti-ship  ballistic
missile strikes or cruise missile/
strikes from strikefighters and
bombers.

|

weapons compliment

they can conduct anti-aircraft
and anti-submarine missions in
support of aircraft carrier and
amphibious assault groups,”
Fisher said.

He added that the next class
of destroyer China will build is
the Type 055, which is expected |
to be an 11,800-tonne destroyer
capable of carrying more than
100 missiles and which could
also be the first Chinese war-
ship to use energy weapons like
lasers or railguns.

+ “China’s rapid buildup of these
large powerful warships helps to
justify Taiwan's requirement for
submarines large enough to carry
an adequate weapons payload
of longrange anti-ship missiles
and long-range torpedoes a sig-
nificant distance from Taiwan,”
Fisher added.

Echoing other defense ex-
perts, he said that a fleet of mini-
submarines may not survive an
offensive once they are at the
distance from Taiwan proper

- they would have to be to engage

the large Chinese warships.

“China’s large radar and mis-
sile ships also pose a grave threat.
to Taiwan's fleet of 12 P-3C Orion
anti-submarine aircraft, again |
emphasizing Taiwan's require-
ment for larger submarines capa-
ble of anti-submarine missions,”
Fisher said.

Defense News said that the
new destroyers would serve as
the PLAN's “workhorses,” giving
the navy more flexibility.

In a Taiwan contingency, the
vessels could provide area-wide
defensive air coverage, “compli-
cating Taipei’s ability to defend its
airspace,” the magazine added.
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~ HongKong’s leader has
claimed that “external
forces” are participating in

_student-led pro-democracy
pmtésts that have occupied

was the first time he has al-

_ leged foreign involvement in

the unrest, echoing accusa-

tions by China’s central gov-

ernment, which also has not
- backed them with any evi-

dence, Leung’s statement

comes just before his gov-

ernment is scheduled to
hold talks with student lead-
ers Tuesday.

When asked on the
‘_‘Newslme program about a
Chinese official’s comments
on outside involvement, Le-
ung said, “There is obvi-
oously participation by
people, organizations from
outside of Hong Kong.” Le-
ung added that the foreign
actors came from “different
countries in different parts
of the world,” but didn’t
specliy which countries.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

" Protesters stood guard early Monday behind a barri-
cade at the occupied area in the Mong Kok district of

L5/ 2 r.://f

Foreign influence fueling
- protests, official charges

accusations, with Secretary

. General Alex Chow saying

Leung was “just making it
up.”

“He’s the chief executive,
he’s an accountable official,”
Chow told reporters. “If he's
putting forward these accu-
sations, then we hope he

say that forelgn powers are
meddling without evi-
dence.”

Protesters, mostly young
college students, are press-
ing for a greater say in
choosing the semiau-
tonomous Chinese city’s
leader in an inaugural direct
election, promised by Bei-
jing for 2017.

In what has become a
daily pattern, the police
have driven away the stu-
dents from some streets
during the night, only to see
them regroup and occupy
the areas and resume their

sit-ins. The protests
stretched into their fourth
week Monday with thou-
sands of demonstrators
camped out in downtown
Hong Kong and two other
sites in this cILyQi 7.2 mil-
lion,
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Wynn bets
Macau will

be a winner

for years

'Casino mogul sees no

Besisrasnsans

ApmMacau
tiffany.ap@scmp.com

g G pos

'Casino billionaire Steve Wynn

4 _ is threatened by
- the mainland’s crackdown on
| corruption and extravagance,
saying he’s bullish about the
| city’slong-term prospects.
“I don’t give a damn,” Wynn
{ said of revenue projections for
next month’s National Day

speech in Macau yesterday in

which he outlined his vision for

theworld'slargest gambling hub.

. “The answer is no, I'm not

| concerned ... I think the future of

- Macau is terrific. We have invest-

- ed more in Macau than we’ve

made. That shows as a capitalist I

| am completely confident that I
am reinvesting in this country.”

Macau'’s gross gaming reve-

' nue has fallen for three consecu-
tive months, the first such pro-
. longed decline in five years, and
full-year growth forecasts have
dropped from heady double dig-
| itsto aslowas 3 per cent,

“We're ahead of where we
were last year in our company,”
Wynn said of Wynn Macau’s
third-quarter performance.
“We've been beating the market
generally in the mass tables and

| theslots.

| has dismissed fears that Macau’s

| “golden week” holiday aftera

“I can’t answer the question
[whether gross gaming revenue
willdecline thisyear]. I don’t have
enough information yet, but col-
ourme bullish and happy to have
this investment and looking to
making more,”

Wynn said Macau and neigh-
bouring Hengqin (#2) would to-
gether provide a world-class hub
for meetings, incentives, confer-
ences and exhibitions,

“What your're going to see be-
tween now and 2017 as these
13,000 [new hotel] rooms open
‘up is more imagination, creativ-
ity in non-gaming areas than
anybody is going to witness be-
fore,” he said. “[Sands Macao ca-
sino owner] Sheldon Adelson is
having prize fights and concerts.
Anything being offered in the
world is being offered here.

“Then throw in Henggin

| Island, which will have several
' parks. I expect that Hengqin

Island and Macau are probably
going to be the most dynamic
tourist and meeting convention
areas not only in the Asia-Pacific
but in the world - one of the two
bestin the world,”

The Macau government has

' been vocal about wanting to en-

courage the developmentofnon-
gaming activities. In July, MGM
China chairwoman Pansy Ho
Chiu-king said that developing
attractions besides gaming
should be one of Macau’s key pri-
oritiesifitdid notwant to risklos-
ing tourists to other destinations,
Wymn operates two casinos in
Macau ~ Wynn Macau and En- -
core. A third - the US$4 billion
Wynn Palace - was on track to
open “in15 to 16 months”. That
property will double the number
of gaming tables operated by the
company and increase hotel
room capacity by 170 per cent.
Luis Pereira, managing direc-
tor of gaming industry website
Asia Gambling Brief, said it was
difficult to expand in Macau be-
cause it was “a very small place”.
“I'm sure every casino operator
there would like to use more land
butit's just not there,” he said.




End of tbe road

Frank Ching says a careful
reading of the Basic Law
shows that the NPC

ok

decision in fact signals the N

EIE of our dem?ic Process ’
CHUBAL L2 kot

_ been torn by the lure of democracy or, as the
Basic Law puts it, universal suffrage. The August
31 decision by the National People’s Congress
Standing Committee is likely to indefinitely prolong
dlsslsinsionwmﬁn the community.
any people are saying that we should “pocket”
the decision first so that at least everyone will have
the right to vote. After that, Hong Kong can always ask
for more.
But there is aflaw in that argument, Article 45 of
the Basic Law says: “The ultimate aim is the selection
. ofmt;ClliefExecutivebyuniversalsuﬂ'mgeupon
nomination by a broadly representative nominating
committee in accordance with democratic
procedures.”

That aim, we are told, is to be achieved gradually.
Thus, the first chief executive was chosen by a
selection committee 0f 400 members and the second
| byan Election Committee of 800 members. This later
grew t0 1,200 members.

When democrats in Hong Kong started to clamour
for universal suffrage in 2007, Beijing put its foot
down. It was far too early.
|  TheNPC Standing Committee then laid down a

five-step process under which Hong Kong had to ask
for permission before taking any action to implement
universal suffrage.

figs.
Donald Tsang Yam-kuen, the then chief executive,
asked the Standing Committee whether the 2012

 election could be held by uni suffrage. Beijing

said no to 2012 but then added that the election of the
chief executive in 2017 “may be implemented by the
method of universal suffrage”. Thatis to say, the
«itimate aim” could be achieved then.

The Basic Law spells out that there shallbe a
“broadly representative nominating committee”
which will act “in accordance with democratic

dures”. How this would happen was lefi vague —
until August 31. On that day, the Standing
Committee’s decision was issued.

The decision was not one just on the 2017 election;
rather, it is a decision on election of the chief
executive by universal suffrage, whatever the year.

WhﬂeﬁleBasicIawdescn'bwthenominating
committee in general terms, the Standing Committee
directaedthatitshm:ldbefonnedinthe same way as
the Election Committee in 2012. The 1,200-member
body will be the “broadly representative nominating
committee” mentioned in the Basic Law.

Itis notable that the decision leaves no room for
further reform, not even allowing for the possibility of
changes in the “actual situation” in Hong Kong.

By assumingno change, it reverses the stance of
the Basic Law, which anticipates change during the
50-year life of the special administrative region.

Once the Legislative Council accepts the political

<age based on the Standing Comimittee
decision, there will be no legal argument left for
further improvement. IfHong Kong agrees with
Beijing that the ultimate aim has been achieved, the
whole idea of “gradual and orderly progress” falls
away,m::emesearestepstawardsmeulﬁmateaim

Frank Ching isa Hong Kong-based writer
and commentator. frank.ching@gmail.com.
Follow him on Twitter: @FrankChingl
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Some 52 per cent of the 1,000
y 30 per cent
try, two systems

people interviewed by telephone

Some 53 per cent said
they had no confidence in the

there’s no need to mention,” said

Robert Chung Ting-yiu, director

of the programme.
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Distrust of Beijing hits post

Studmtschargec]ﬁefexeéuﬁwafterboycottmmsto

Students in Tamar Park, by the

government offices.

-/ A security officer puts out a protective arm as about a dozen of the students who moved thelr class boycott to Tamar yesterday rush (owarids Ry Chin ylng |

y

Beijing distrust rises as
students step up action

» CONTINUED FROM AL

cent who held the opposite
opinion.

Beijing’s restrictive frame-
work for electoral reform issued
last month was the reason for the
Hong Kong Federation of Stu-
dents’ call to sirike this week.

A strike by secondary school
pupils on Friday will add to ten-
sions as the Occupy Central sit-in
draws near, with October 1 look-
ing the likely date for it to begin.

On day two of the federation’s
action, students moved their
class boycott to government
headquarters in Admiralty for a
series of lectures by academics.
Organisers said 4,000 students
and members of the public took
part

Theyare calling on Leung and
other senior officials to resign un-
less Beijing allows an open nomi-
nation for candidates in
2017, when Hongkongers can
choose their leader by universal
suffrage for the first time.

Alex Chow Yong-kang, the
federation’s secretary general,
said students might escalate their
actions as early as tonight if
Leung failed to address the pub-
lic, Chow said one plan being
considered was for students to

take action before the Occupy
Central sit-in by blocking areas
around the Tamar complex. t

After his encounter yesterday,
Leung said: “I fully identify with
the demands of the students and =
Thope we can all elect the chief
executive using ‘one person, one
vote’” soon.” He did not say if he
would meet the students.

Kelvin Leung, a Form Four
pupil from St Joseph’s Anglo-
Chinese School in Choi Hung,
said he had skipped a whole day
of school to attend the lectures,
He expected to be punished by
his school, butbelieved that join-
ing the strike would help put
pressure Beijing into reversing its
decision.

At least 16 pupils at Hoi Ping
Chamber of Commerce Second-
ary School in Ho Man Tin held
their one-day strike early yester-
day because the school will be on
holiday on Friday. H

Leaders of the Civil Human
Rights Front, whose application
for a march on National Day —
October 1 - from Victoria Park
was rejected by the government,
said they would rally in Chater

- Road, Central, instead. They said

Occupy organisers would have to
decide if the rally would be the

prelude to a mass sit-in.
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OCCUPY CENTRAL
LEADER DROPS
‘OCTOBERY HINT

Benny Tai says the
civil discbedience
movement plans to
celebrate country’s big
day with a ‘grand
banquet’ in Central to
fight for democracy

| The likelihood that Occupy Cen-

| tral will be launched on National

Day, October 1, grew firmer yes-
terday when a co-founder of the
movement spoke of “a grand
banquet” in Central while others
were marking “the big day”.

Another Occupy Central
founder has applied to police for
a public meeting at Chater Road
pedestrian precinct on the public
holidays of October1and 2.

“While others are celebrating
the big day of the country, we will
setup a grand banquet in Central
to fight for Hong Kong's democ-
1acy,” Benny Tai Yiu-tingwrotein
Apple Daily yesterday.
~ “Banquet” is the code name
for the mass sit-in with which the
movementhopes to press Beijing
to offer full democracy to Hong
Kong, amid dismay over a restric-
tive framework for the city’s first
“universal suffrage” election for
chief executive in 2017,

Occupy later posted a check-
list on its Facebook page urging
supporters to bring protective
gear such as goggles, as well as
provisions for two or three days.

“We welcome all pro-democ-
racy supporters who are willing
to devote themselves to this
cause to join,” Tai wrote, adding
that people who wanted only to
observe were also welcome.

Co-founder Reverend Chu
Yiu-ming’s application to police
supported rumours the sit-in
would take place in a section of
Chater Road closed to traffic on
Sundays and public holidays.
Chu filed the application in the

We welcome all
.. Who are
willing to devote
themselves to
this cause to join

BENNY TAI YIU-TING

name of his Hong Kong Demo-
cratic Development Network,

It seeks to hold arally on Cha-
ter Road between 3pm and mid-
night on October 1 and 7am and
midnight on October 2. It also
asks to use Chater Garden from
3pmon October1 to midnight on
October 3. A source close to Oc-
cupy said organisers would with-
draw the October 2 application if
the National Day one succeeded.

Separately, the Civil Human
Rights Front scrapped a march
from Victoria Parkto ChaterRoad
on October 1 after it was denied
permission to use the park.

Meanwhile three more pro-
testers were yesterday charged
over an unruly protest outside
the Legislative Council building
on June 13. They will appear at
Eastern Court tomorrow. At least
20 people have been charged
since Saturday over the rally and
one a week earlier, against two
newtowns in the New Territories,
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funding activities.
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b. I-Jiunn Cheng, An Amazing Ambassador: What Sea Turtles Can Do for Us
575 &
endangered species that need active

. 13 (201Y
Turtle researchers usually think about sea turtles

AT, 1

protection plans. However, sea turtles can also act as an effective medium to promote

coalescence of conservation with industry, religion, possible international cooperation and public

~ awareness campaign. In January 2014, a stranded female green turtle with a Japanese tag was
rescued from the inlet channel of a Taipower thermal power plaxiin_'l"io_yufirn/_COU_gﬂ', northern
Taiwan. According to the pathological examines and weather conditions, she was diagnosed as
cold-stunned after intestinal obstruction by anthropogenic materials and undigested encrusting

- sponges. This is the first female adult green turtle ever rescued since 2009, and the first cold-
stunned case in Taiwan. Communications with Dr. Yoshimasa Matsuzawa of the Sea Turtle
Association of Japan regarding the tag resulted in a referral to the Everlasting Nature of Asia
(ELNA)’s Ogasawara Office, who confirmed that the turtle was tagged and released by the

~ research team of ELNA on June 18, 1994 on the uninhabited island of Hirashima in Ogasawara.

~ According to Taiwan’s wildlife conservation law, all rehabilitated sea turtles should be released

back to the wild in the same county as it was rescued. Taipower Company decided to hold the
release ceremony. By working in partnership with them, Taipower Company became actively

involved in sea turtle conservation campaigning by learning about sea turtle biology,

beach cleaning and inviting six local school children to join the ceremony. The turtle was

' released in the momning of April 2, 2014 at Guanyin Beach. Guanyin is one of the three Buddha

in Buddhism. This inspires Buddhists a lot, and 280 at-home Buddhists joined the ceremony.

Several groups including Taipei Office, Interchange Association, Japan and Ministry of Foreign

Affairs ROC, also attend the ceremony. A satellite tag was deployed to determine where she

- goes after the release. Under the witness of Buddha, a total of more than 600 people celebrated
the rebirth of a green turtle that nested in Japan. Little do we understand how sea turtle can acts

as an ambassador to bridge the conservation with industry, religion and possible international

cooperation.

Meeting participants commented that this provides an example that sea turtles can be a catalyst

for international cooperation. Matsuzawa reported that he recently received a card from the
students who attended the release ceremony. Meeting participants also asked whether the

its first capture record. Hiroyuki Suganuma and Satomi Kondo of ELNA re

to confirm during the meeting whether the turtle had grown.

NN
06, A 58 LAY

recaptured turtle had been seen in Ogasawara since 1994, and whether the turtle had grown since
sponded that the

turtle was tagged at an uninhabited island and had not been resighted since, but they were unable
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NOT YE2 OR NAY: Five DPP mayors, in turning down a KMT invitation to help review

a bill on proposed free economic

BY ALISON HSIAO
STAFF REPORTER

The Chinese Nationalist Party

(KMT) said on Monday and reiter-
ated yesterday that it would invite
city and county mayors to the Leg-
islative Yuan to make public their
stands on the controversial issue
of establishing free economic pilot
zones (FEPZs). Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (DPP) local govern-
ment leaders panned the motion as
tantamount to “blackmal.”

The KMT party caucus yester-
day called on the local governors to
“reveal their stance on the nation’s
major economic policy,” after DPP
city and county mayors issued a
Joint statement late on Monday and
turned down the KMT’s invitation

KMT Legislator Huang Chao-

shun (HIAIE), convener of the
legislature’s joirit committee, said
last week she would invite the
mayors of the cities and counties
that would be home to the planned
FEPZs to the committee session
today to announce their endorse-
ment or rejection of the policy con-
cerning the pilot zones,

‘If you don’t need [the pilot
zones], they could be taken away.
There's no pressure,” Huang said,

KMT Deputy Chairman Tseng
Yung—chuan(@ﬁcﬂ)praisedHuang’s
“decisive” action on Monday and
said if DPP mayors do not want the
pilot zones, the plans for their cities
and counties could be “scrapped”
and given to other places whose

pilot zones, said the issue needs proper deliberation

1S

T/MES

Commissioner Lin Tsung-hsien (
M%), Chigyi County Commissioner
Helen Chang (IR7ER), Greater
Kaohsiung Mayor Chen Chu (B75),
‘Ma@u@yﬂr William Lai
(1) and Pi ounty Com-
missioner ’ Chi-hung (Prerim)
— released a joint statement later
on Monday, denouncing the KMT’s
proposal as oversimplifying a com-
plex policy project that requires
thorough deliberation,

“Policies such as FEPZs deserve
better deliberation than 5 simple
question of ‘yes’ or ‘no.’ That the lo-
cal governments welcome the set-
ting up of the FEPZs does not mean
that they endorse the bill package,
which contains inappropriate de-
signs,” they said in the Statement,

to attend a joint committee session
for reviewing a bill on the develop-
ment of the pilot zones,

[projects].”

/’I‘he DPP mayors— Yilan County

mayors “assertively asked for the

The statement added that rigor-
ous review of a policy is the legisla-
ture’s duty and that the Executive

DiaCKmall: prr

Yuan’s proposal must be able to
“stand [up to] the legislature and
civil society’s close examination,
rather than force local governments
into submission with intimidation
measures,” '

“The KMT’s tactic of ‘endorse
it or be excluded from it’ is tanta-
mount to blackmail. Tt arises from

DPP since early March,

“Different opinions, if explicitly

voiced, would be considered in the
review process,” she said.

(Greater Kaohsiung Mayor Chen
Chu said separately yesterday that
the KMT’s -arm tactics to win
endorsement of the policy iSno dif-

an authoritarian mentality which is
extremely anti-democratic,” the five
Mayors said.

“We agree that as an economy
that strongly depends on economic
commerce, Taiwan cannot be insu-
lated from the international trade
network. However, the plan of
FEPZs is no small business and must
undergo comprehensive review to
avoid another ‘black-box’ contro-
versy sparked by the Cross-strait ser-
vice trade agreement,” they said,

Responding to the statement,
Huang said yesterday that the KMT
did not insist on passing the Ex-
ecutive Yuan's version of the bill,
but the bill has been blocked by the

- o= .

ferent from threatening Kachsiung's
2.27 million cifizens and quesﬂon%ﬂ
in what capacity Tseng could have
a say in the matter.

She said that she supported the
clauses in the bill that would bring
benefits to Greater Kaohsiung and
Taiwan, but room for rational dis-
cussion must be allowed for the
clauses that the local governments
are having doubts about. ;

Chen said she would not be able
to attend the session, but would
ask DPP legislators to voice her
coneerns,

The KMT caucus announced later
yesterday that six KMT and non-par-
tisan local government heads agreed
to attend todav’s session.

- Y
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HK journalis _
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outlets in Hong Kong has given rise
to a culture of self-censorship that is stifling the media industry, Mak Yin-ting said

PRESS FREEDOM: Beijing’s influence on media

2

5V SHIH HSIU-CHUAN

STAFF REPORTER

A veteran Hong Kong journal-
ist yesterday called for stronger
support from Taiwan and the in-
ternational community over the
‘ever-worsening” repression of
media in the Chinese territory by
Beijing and local authorities.

Mak Yinting (%#5), corre-
spondent for Radio France Inter-
nationale, voiced grave concern
over the continual erosion of press
freedom in Hong Kong at a Taipei
forum, which drew reporters from
China, Macau and Malaysia, as well
as local activists and academics,
to discuss Chinese-language media
in Asia.

Although China has guaranteed

Hong Kong press freedom as stipu-
lated in Article 27 of the Hong
Kong Basic Law, Mak said she ex-
pected the territory’s handover in
1997 to result in a raft of restrictive
measures,

MEDIA CONTROL

“What I didn't expect was that
press freedom would have deterio-
rated at a much faster pace than I
thought,” said Mak, former chair-
person of the Hong Kong Journal-
ist Association, :

Mak said China’s attempts to
exert control over the media in
Hong Kong since 1997 came in
three waves, with Beijing using a
variety of measures to tighten the
noose on press and media freedom

in the wake of the three events.

They were the pro-democracy
movement in Tiananmen Square
in 1989, the 2003 march against
Article 23 of the Basic Law that
drew 500,000 people in Hong Kong
and the demonstration against the
introduction of a mandatory Moral
and National Education Curricu-
lum in Hong Kong's primary and
secondary schools in 2012, Mak
said.

Beijing’s influience on me-
dia outlets in Hong Kong, which
has encouraged a culture of self-
censorship, is “close to” stifling the
media, which has come under in-
creasing political and commercial
sway from the local government,
Mak said.

for support

t calls

=5 —

Even multinational financial
giants like Standard Charter .and
HSBC, and international airlines
have bowed to pressure from tk_le
government not to place_ ads in
certain newspapers, she said. _

Mak said she believed that if
reporters could stand up againgt
all these moves to suppress media
freedom, it would help resist the
oppression.

pI?ITte Hong Kong Journalist As-
sociation seldom took part in pro-
tests before 2003, but after the July
1 march in 2003, the situation has
changed, Mak said.

DEFENDING FREEDOM

“We are [now] often involved in the
protests,” Mak said.
“People might say that reporters

are supposed to be observers, not.

participants, but we have to stand
up and defend press freedom. Once

press freedom is restricted, so is
the freedom people are entitled to
enjoy in society,” she said.

The protests launched by re-
porters and citizens in opposi-
tion to the government-proposed
amendment to the Corporation Af:t
last year designed to deny public
access to information of execu-
tives in a company has successfully
stopped the plan, Mak said. :

Various proposals to restrict
media freedom are still being
deliberated in the Legislative
Council and the number of ha-
rassments and violent attacks on
journalists in the territory i:s on
the rise, Mak said, urging Talw_an
and the international commumty
to pay close heed to the situation
in Hong Kong and support press
freedom.

The forum was hosted by the
Excellent Journalism Award.
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Furnace slag is
in farmland at
Smece

MUDDYING THE WATERS:
The 300,000 tonnes of slag
have turned water in a tap
water source cobalt blue, but
bureaus say it is not a problem
and that the slag is not ‘waste’

BY LEE I-CHIA

STAFF REPORTER

Residents from Greater Kao-
hsiung's Cishan District (fil;),
accompanied by Citizens of the
Earth, Taiwan (tRAREGS,
CET), and a legislator, yesterday
accused the government of pass-
ing the buck on dealing with the
illegal dumping of furnace slag
within a protected area,

At the Legislative Yuan yes-
terday morning, they said Dalin
Borough (A#) of Cishan is des-
ignated as a protected source of

4

tap water, yet they had discov- [¥

ered that furnace slag from China
Steel Corp (CSC, ##) had been
dumped across four to five hect-
ares of farmland in the area since
May last year.

Cishan Respect and Caring
Education Foundation chairper-
son Wang Chungyi (£#) said
that ‘ever since the farmland was
dumped with furnace slag, water
in the nearby pond had turned a
royal blue color, the fish had died
andtheleevelwastesbedatlz,
leaving many residents afraid to
plant crops near the site,

Local self-help association
chairperson Cheng Miao-jen (B
£) said petitions filed with the
Water Resources Agency, Environ-
mental Protection Administration,
Council of Agriculture and other
agencies were met with claims
that there were no problems with
water quality,

However, no one dares to drink

water or eat crops grown from the

S L =
Environmental campaigners and residents of Greater w
yesterday photographs and samples of fur-
rmland.

reporters at the Legislative Yuan in Taipei
nace slag that has been dumped on local fa

site, Cheng said.

Wang said that the local en-
vironmental protection bureau
claims that furnace slag is classed
as a “product,” rather than “indus-
frial waste” that is monitored by
the bureau,

He said other government agen-
cies have kept passing the buck,
unwilling to deal with the pollution
problem,

Tainan Community University
Research and Development Asso-
ciation director Huang Huan-chang
(#%) said furnace slag is not a
product and when it is dumped at

inappropriate sites, it should be

considered waste, g
The 300,000 tonnes of furnace

- protected, then the future of Tai-

PHOTO: LI HSIN-DE, TAIPE! TS

slag dumped at the site contains
about 66,000 tonnes of iron and
125,000 tonnes of calcium oxide
that can contaminate the nearby
water, he said, &dding that if the
sources of tap water cannot be

wan’s water will be in doubt.

- They urged the government to ;

remove the furnace slag and re-

turn clean farmland to the local |

residents. .
A section chief of the council

said its on-site inspection had con-

firmed the pH level to be above 2 |

and because furnace slag should
not be dumped on farmland, it also
asked the local agency to fine the

company.

dumped

Gishan,
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China markets

By Jane Perlez

and Yufan Huang
New York Times

BEING >> Tropical is-

' Jands in the South China Sea
have become a major strate-
gic headache between China
and the United States. As
tensions escalate over Chi-
na’s construction of military
installations on disputed is-
lands, the U.S. Navy has sent
extra warships to the water-

_ way. A Chinese fighter jet re-

cently flew so close to aUSs.

surveillance plane that there
was nearly a collision.

Now, China appears to be
taking a softer approach to
its claims.

Want a wedding on are-
mote island? Come to the
Paracels, says Xiao Jie, who
administers that group of is-
Jands. If you crave diving and .
windsurfing, he adds, we
have just the spot for you.

The Paracels, a cluster of
islands on the western edge
of the South China Sea where
Vietnam and Taiwan also
have claims, are perfect for
tourism, water sports and ro-
mantic weddings, Xiao told
China Daily, a state-run En-
glish-language newspaper, in
an article published Friday.

“We will develop some is-
lands and reefs to accommo-

date a select number of |

" tourists,” Xiao said.

As mayor of Sansha City

-on Woody Island, the biggest

of the Paracels, Xiao over-
sees a community of 1,500
residents complete with a
school, a police station and a
court. But the mayor also
has jurisdiction over other is-
Jands in the Paracel chain, as
well as the Spratly Islands.
Some tourism has already
started on three tiny islands
in the Paracels, Xiao said.
- Afiveday cruise aboard a
10,000-ton boat that stops at
those tiny flecks in the sea—
Yinyu Island, Quanfu Island
and Yagong Island — is now:
popular with couples who

- want tropica]-themed wed-
ding photographs but cannot

afford pricey locations, said
Liu Shibiao, an agent at
Hainan Tourism International
Travel Agency in Haikou, the
capital of Hainan province.
The three islands’ beaches
are more pristine than the lit-
ter-strewn, overbuilt coast-
line of southern China, Liu
said. “On the beaches, the
seawater is much cleaner
than in any other places in
China, and they are very ro-
mantic,” he said. “It is
cheaper than Hawaii and
Bali.
“It also bears a special
meaning to get married here
in Xisha,” he continued, us-

b

mgtheChinesenameiorthe -

Paracels. “These are our
lands.”

Under President Xi Jin-
ping, China has been chal-
lenging America’s
post-World War Il domi-
nance in the Western Pacific
by fortifying islands it claims
in the South China Sea with
weaponry, runways and
deep-water berths. Artificial
islands in the Spratly chain,
created by dredging massive
amounts of sand onto tiny
rocks, now have Chinese sol-
diers and construction
workers bustling about.

Surface-to-air missile bat-
teries and powerful radar fa-

. cilities have been installed

on Woody Island, and tour-
ism there is more limited.
Tourists must fly in and fly
out on the same day.

The cruises to the Para-
cels serve islands that do
not have military installa-
tions, Xiao said. But there is
a patriotic element to the
tours, which are open only
to Chinese passport hold-

ers.
An online advertisement

by Liu's agency for travel to

the three islands says tour-
ists will enjoy “patriotic
events,” including a “na-
tional flag raising cere-
mony.” Tourists are

to take an oath before the

ISp ted

|
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isles as tropical getaway

Chinese flag, the advertise-
ment says,

The cruise ship, the Star
of the Gulf of Tonkin, sails
from Sanya, a port in
Hainan, and then stops at
Yinyu Island, Quanfu Island

-and Yagong Island over five
days. Time spent on the is-
lands is brief because there
are no hotels or restaurants,

but tourists are encouraged
to socialize with local fisher-
men. The islands do not
have the capacity to handle
wedding ceremonies for
now, Liu said,

Passengers sleep on the

- ship and spend much of

their time drinking and
watching movies, he said.
Are there plans for cruises

T

to the new artificial islands
in the Spratlys, near the Phil-
ippines, which now have
military runways and deep
ports?

“Sure, we want to orga-
nize trips there. Who "
doesn’t?” Liu said. “But it is
not our call. We need ap-
proval from the government
and, more so, the military.”

- -_




T i

e i P i s e e

E_ vs.#ﬁ&#;&ﬂ%ﬁ.ﬁ&#
- .mm1, wg&ma&&&mﬁmﬁmw.a
HKe TR W ok - KRR
Cam e g Ml e SERRBMOREG - €8
o B WESRE-KE S5 E K
R o thd ) T
W - R 1) : KT SR | G
aRRER T < R - I - PR
gLEge \ B - (2SR R
=) R ke Gy RS KRS REER
N T W | BEEEERIE o
B cereneskecss - 90
BEECER | FEROES - 0L
CRABHUKUSMRERR - KEY
R feRpnrEe
B | REEHU LY ERERE -
| peSEETEIEREHEK - B
8 - DI IEE - I
MImRNIE ~ B | KEOE-RINR
Mm.ﬁﬁfagg&.mﬁgaﬁ
B | B B HURK
PLwE - WEE - KENTHE
BiEm) - EE R RS W -
BT AR o
ISR bR | SR - K
KRS - | RRKEERER
RERTE EONE - R-2EE
HE - B BB o
g | SRS (RS
- Shiewin TRECRK - RECE
EKBDK o _

ed countless

300 years of the ups and downs of the

Township, and

the 16th year of
The Taiwanese hence called it

after Zheng Chenggong
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Bejjing’s campaign against dissidenés r

By Bt Syl

BEWNING, dpa

* Qi Zhiyong says his missing lower
left leg, amputated after a serious
bullet wound, is a daily reminder
of the. Chinese Communist, Party’s
military crackdown on democracy
protests on June 3-4, 1989,

His sternest annual reminder of
the 1989 crackdown, which dissi-
dents call the Tiananmen Massacre,
arrives in the form of visits from
National Security police,

“I have been held under house
arrest at home since May 10, A
police car and National Securi
police guard my door 24 hours 3
day,” Qi told dpa before his dis.

appearance on May 16.

Qi, 58, was shot near Beijing’s
Tiananmen Square as troops dis-
persed protesters in the early hours
of June 4, 1989,

-, He suffers from diabetes, kidney

ure, high blood pressure and
heart problems, conditions that he
believes are at partly caused by the
amputation of his leg and the au-
thorities” controls on him over the
past 25 years.

“I have lost my freedom of move-
ment (again),” Qi said. “This is the
25th anniversary, so they prepared

ty early.”

Police have mounted g major se-
curity campaign against dissidents

PS
ahead of the Ginrii » detfaining
several dozen activists and hold.
ing scores of others under various
forms of house arrest,

Hu Jia, a well-known dissident
and friend of Qi, said he wag kept
under house arrest from February,
Hu has called for activists to travel
to Tiananmen Square on Wednes-
day and take photographs of them-
selves wearing black shirts to mark

Qin Yongmin, a founder of the
banned China Democracy Party in
the central city of Wuhan, is among
several other activists who haye
disappeared.

Police took retired official Bao

the anniversary,

n‘ﬂi in time. for
: (N )

Tong, now aﬁominent disSident,
for an enforced “vacation” outside
Beijing on Friday, his Hong Kong-
based son told dpa. :

Bao, 81, spent seven years in
prison from 1989. He is a fonn_er
aide to Zhao Ziyang, a Communist
Party leader who was purged for
sympathizing with the democracy
protesters.

Beijing police also detained about
a dozen rights activists after they
held a small seminar last month to
mark the anniversary. At least five
activists who attended the seminar
were charged with “picking quar-
rels and causing trouble.”

On Tuesday, the China Hu-

89 anniversary

man Rights Defenders said it had
recorded more than 80 people af-
fected by the recent crackdown,
including 38 activists held under
criminal detention.

Similar detentions, harassment
and house arrests happen hefore
each June 4 anniversary, but the
current one is “harsher than in
recent years,” said William Nee,
China researcher at Amnesty Inter-
national. x

The European Union said it
was “deeply concerned by the
recent arrests and detentions of a
large number of peaceful human
rights defenders, lawyers and in-
tellectuals.”
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Telephone’ +886-9-3531-6227 ™,
e-mail: fish801205@vahoo.com.tw

Education _

09/2011-06/2015 Biotechnology and Bioresources|Da Yeh University,
Junior, Major in Department of Bioresources

Experiences

® (022012 Namchang Primary school, Ban Nam Chang, Laos
Volunteer

® 072012 Pui Ying high school, Pah-Dang village, Chiang Rai, Thailand
Volunteer

® 042012-042013  Student association, Da Yeh University, Changhua, Taiwan
Vice-chairman

® 0402013 Invertebrate Zoology Laboratory, Da Yeh University, Orchid Island, Taiwan
Research Intern

® 07-082013 Sea Turtle Research Program, National Taiwan Ocean university, Liugiu,
Taiwan

- Research Intern

Skills
Nest survey of sea turtles, tissue sampling, Diving, tissue DNA extraction, plasmid purification, PCR

Selected Course Works

Genetics, Biochemistry & Laboratory, Molecular Biology, Animal Physiology, Immunology and
Diseases, Biostatistics, Conserva;fon Biology, Ecology & Laboratory, Ecological Survey and
Monitoring

Languages
Chinese, English
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u world <itsahonuworldinhawaii@hotmail.com>

Tue, May 6, 2014 at 4:
geargenoaagov <george.balazs @noaa.gov> -

:ng“ﬁﬁm

Date: Wed, 7 May 2014 08:46:41 +0800 C) alin
From: cany 1006@cpami.gov.tw l" 2 "‘ SV (L/
To: itsahonuworldinhawaii@hotmail.com

CC: kayan.ng.connie@gmail.com JC'KS ﬁsd [ m5~ 513’6 aef, v‘@'t

Subject: [E[7& : "Mr. Lan" in Penghu?

Jear George:

Mr. Lan's name is B J&. In Chinese word "B§" is the same "Blije" of color.
So | called him "Mr. Blue". It is a joke, please don't tell him.

~is postal address is 88043/ HiZ B4 il

N0.447, Xinying Rd,,-Mago g City, F'enghu Cou _

~is email addres¥is chif.lan. lan@gmail.com
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SURK (25 /14 Tes

TITLE: Magnificent and Mystical Marine Turtles: Cultural Links to Conservation

BY: George H. Balazs

Regional Vice Chair for Oceania

[UCN Marine Turtle Specialist Group
ItsaHonuWorldinHawaii @hotmail.com

ABSTRACT: Seven species of ocean turtles exist globally as the descendants of ancient and
resilient reptilian lineages that have adapted and survived for millions of years. Over the course
_of human history, an array of relationships has developed with turtles, and especially marine
Lmtlex €s amongst coasta coastal cllld island pcgp_]g_ Turtles are woven deeply into the cultural and

[lddltl()]‘ld] fabrlc of humamly, wuh uses mnglﬁgfrom f'ood for farmheq SdCI ifices to thc Gods:

sca turtle populdtlons besides Hawau are also showmg remarkable re%toratlon from over-
exploitation due to efficient fishing technologies and human encroachment into previously
pristine turtle habitats. At the same time there are many sea turtle stocks at seriously low levels
that continue to decline. This dichotomy in sea turtle conservation status is one of the great
challenges of our time in balancing appropriate protective measures along with limited
sustainable use, where such harvest and other forms of human utilization might be advantageous
to both turtles and people. Conservation strengths and weaknesses of the life history of all sea
turtles include: migrations over great distances to breed; keen navigational abilities; coming
ashore to lay eggs in the sand; newly hatched young that travel far from shore to live on the high
seas; and relatively slow rates of growth causing delayed adult sexual maturity. Successful
conservation programs that endure are best built with local communities as their foundation.
National legislation and international conventions, based on sound ecological principles, clearly
also have importance. However, strategies for conservation are made robust and equitable when
they integrate cultural and traditional components forged at the local level by the very people
closest to the turtles and their environment. China and all of East Asia have vigorous and
growing sea turtle conservation programs that deserve praise, support, and partnership to
improve the status of regional stocks.

This presentation will rely heavily on photography and other imagery to illustrate the above
biological facets of sea turtles, of human and turtle cultural links, and the speaker's life
experiences and conservation viewpoints.

1




Brief Biography- George H. Balazs
Regional Vice Chair for Oceania
IUCN Marine Turtle Specialist Group
Email <ItsaHonuWorldinHawaii @hotmail.com>

June 2014

George Balazs saw his first sea turtle in 1964 while exploring the lagoon at Bora Bora,
French Polynesia with his wife Linda. A few months later he tried to spear a small turtle for
dinner while snorkeling near their home in the Paea district of Tahiti. He missed by only a few

inches and the turtle swam away safely. In 1969 he watched commercial turtle hunters on Maui

land their catch for nearby restaurants catering to Hawaii’s tourists. He wondered if there really

were enough turtles to sustain the growing trade in turtle steak. After finishing graduate school
he went to work in 1971 for the University of Hawaii as a junior researcher in an aquaculture
program that included rearing sea turtles. In 1973, his research interests turned to the
conservation biology of wild sea turtles in Hawaii and throughout the Pacific region. For the
past 40 years he has pursued an array of studies to aid in understanding and restoring depleted
stocks of sea turtles. He is grateful to NOAA Fisheries for supporting and encouraging his
efforts for the past 30 years, including current collaborative research with scientists and local
communities in Japan, Singapore, China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. “Successful sea turtle

- conservation programs that endure are best built with local communities as their foundation” is a

guiding principle in George Balazs’ professional and personal life.
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President d to
PRECEDENT? Missing rights advocate Lee Ming-che’s case is a landmark, as it is the
first time China has charged a Taiwanese with subverting state power, an academic said

BY ABRAHAM GERBER

STAFF REPORTER

President Tsai Ing-wen's (#3%30)
administration should publicly de-
clare sovereignty in response to
Chinese pressure and the deten-
tion of Taiwanese human righis
advocate Lee Ming-che (i),
members of the pan-green camp
and academics affiliated with the
Taiwan Association of University
Professors said yesterday.

“If the Democratic Progressive
Party [DPP] maintains its stance
on cross-strait relations in the vain
hope of getting a positive response
from China, we would just end up
in a passive game of dodgeball,
being continually pummeled by
whatever China decides to send
our way,” association president Lin
Hsiu-hsin (#7%3%) said, adding that

China's arrest of Lee was a “test”
that could pave the way for further
aggression.

Lee, an instructor at Taipei’s
Wenshan Community College who
formerly worked as a DPP aide,
has been held incommunicado by
China since March on charges of
“subverting state power.”

His wife, Lee Ching-yu (&
i##), says he went to China to
share Taiwan's democratization
experience.

Lee Ming-che's case is a land-
mark, as it is the first time Chinese
officials have charged a Taiwan-
ese with subverting state power,
Economic Democracy Union con-
vener Lai Chung-chiang (#43)
said, adding that the precedent
could easily be extended to charg-

ing Taiwanese with engaging in

“secessionist activities.”

Bans on subverting state
power, armed rebellion and seces-
sionist activities are all included
in China’s criminal code and have
maximum sentences of life in.

. prison, he said.

“When Chinese authorities an-
nounced that they were going to
charge Lee with subverting state
power, they also effectively an-
nounced to all Taiwanese that
they can now lay their hands on us
directly using their criminal code,
rather than using indirect eco-
nomic pressure and sanctions,”
he said, adding that the vague le-
gal wording could allow Chinese
authorities to arbitrarily imprison
the majority of Taiwanese.

“Almost all of Taiwan's older
generation were in the China Youth

sSSP Tr  —

Corps [known as the China Youth
Anti-Communist National Salva-
tion Corps until 2000], whose mis-
sion was to overfurn the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) regime.
Many younger people — including
virtually every member of the DPP
— could also be imprisoned on
charges of engaging in ‘secession-
ist activities,” he said.

He urged Taiwanese to boycott
the upcoming cross-strait forum

to protest Chinese efforts to drive-

Tsai’'s administration to the bar-
gaining table and create an impres-
sion among the global community
that Taiwanese are subject to Chi-
nese jurisdiction.

National Chengchi University’s
Research Center for International
Legal Studies researcher Raymond
Sung (##&&) asked if the govern-
ment's stance of upholding the
sovereignty of Taiwan as the “Re-
public of China” was wise in the
face of Chinese moves to restrict

sovereignty

z P
}/ / e/ 7 Tk /’(.L) /ﬁ = 7Zﬁf4gfor %dnﬁrﬁstraﬁun to

the nation's international space,
including preventing the nation’s
delegation from attending a meet-
ing of the World Health Assembly
last month.

“Their position is very clear
— the only formula for us to par-
ticipate is be considered a Chinese
province and even then we still
have to get an explicit Chinese nod
— which is an even lower status
than Hong Kong's, which has for-
mal written rights to participate in
certain arenas,” he said. “The key
question is whether or not Taiwan
has the resolve to face China using
the identity of a sovereign state
— if not, what other options do
we have?” -

“Sovereignty is not stafic, it is
the result of dynamic interaction
and conflict between domestic and
international forces and actors,”
Academia Sinica’s Institute of Tai-
wan History associate research
fellow Wu Rwei-ren (B#LA) said,

take action to actively-build up
national 'sovereignty, rather than
focus on preserving a cross-strait
“status quo.” -

“Because we lack the protec-
tion of international law, failing to
actively take steps to build up our
sovereignty and preserve our sov-
ereign status will inevitably lead
to regression — there really is no
way to strictly maintain the ‘status
quo,” Wu said.

New Power Party Secretary-
General Chen Hui-min (BE#H)
called for Tsai's administration to
take steps to actively promote na-
tional sovereignty before the CCP’s
19th National Congress later this
year.

The Tsai administration’s free-
dom to act would only be further
restricted when Chinese leaders’
hands are freed from internal po-
litical distractions following the
congress’ conclusion, she said.




Torrential rain floc
TRANSPORT INTERRUPTIONS. Operations were suspended at Songshan airport for

more than two hours, while mudslides caused closures WWnCIaI Highway No. 2

'/'//10“!
A R (A Y

BY JAKE CHUNG S
STAFF WRITER, WITH CNA | .

A hovering front and southwesterly
airstream yesterday dropped more
than 600mm of rain over a few hours
in the nation’s northern coastal re-
gions, killing one person and injur-
ing five as of 8pm, authorities said.

The New Taipei City Fire De-
partment said the torrential down-
pour caused 12 roads in the city to
be closed, as well as schools and
businesses in Bali (/\#), Jinshan
(sil1), Sanjhih (=%), Shihmen (&
F), Tamsui (#%7K) and Wanli (& i
&) districts, adding that 256 peo- The Huangxi Bridge, which connected New Taipei City's San Jie Tan area with Jinshan Old l
ple were evacuated and 156 were Street, is pictured after being broken in half byﬂnudmgyesterday PHOTO: COURTESY OF AREADER. |
displaced” - h

New Taipei* City Mayor Eric
Chu (kizfir) and New Taipei City
Department :of Social Affairs
Director Chang Chin-li (3R#1#) vis-
ited Mackay Memorial Hospital in
Tamsui to offer their condolences
to the family of the deceased.

Chu said he would authorize
district and school administrators
to decide when to reopen after as-
sessing the situation. -

The delay in closures triggered
criticism from the pub]ic after the

measured 114mm per hour, nearly :
the national record of 128mm per Sl
“hour in Alishan (F/21L), the city An mdustrlal road connecting Keelung thungshan and ﬁnle districts is pictured after it
-government said. collapsed due to torrential rainfall. © " PHOTO COURTESY OF KEELUNG'S THONGSHAN DISTRICT OFFCE







More than 185 areas nationwide
reported flooding, while more than
10,000 households were left with-
out electricity, officials said.

The Central Weather Bureau
warned that the weather system
would bring downpours nation-
wide, with torrential rain — accu-
mulated rainfall of 350mm or more
within 24 hours — or extremely
torrential rain — 500mm or more
over a 24-hour period — likely on
the northern coast.

As of 4pm, accumulated rainfall
in several districts of New Taipei
City was classified as extremely
torrential, reaching 643mm in San-
zhi, 630mm in Shihmen's Fugui-
. jiao (E2##), 572.5mm in Jinshan's

Sanhe (=#1) and 534mm in Jin-
shan, bureau data showed.

" Elsewhere, accumulated rain-
fall totaled 428mm in Kaohsiung's
Taoyuan District (Fti5) and 356mm
in Taipei’s Beltou District (ALi%), it
showed.

President Tsai Ing-wen (#£2:32)
and Premier Lin Chuan (#%) said

that people in mountainous areas °

should be evacuated as a precau-
tion to prevent them from being
trapped when the wgather system
passes over southern Taiwan.

The Water Resources Agency
said that, in addition to flooded ar-
eas in New Taipei City, Keelung's
Jhongshan (#ill), Renai ({Z%)
and Xinyi ({53%) districts were on

a level 1 flood alert — imminent
flooding if rain continues — and

the Jhongjheng (FFiE), Anle (%)
and Nuannuan (i2i2) districts were |

on a level 2 flood alert — possible
flooding within three hours if rain
continues. A

The Directorate-General of.
Highways (DGH) said that several
sections of Provincial Highway
No. 2, a major coastal roadway in
northem Taiwan, have been closed
indefinitely due to flooding and
mudslides caused by the rain.

The affected areas are sections
15K-52K between New Taipei City’s
Sanjhih and Wanli; 67K-71K along
Bisha Port (i) in Keelung; and
T5K-84K between the coastal scenic
areas of Ruibin (%#i#) and Bitou (5
) in New Taipei City, the DGH
said.

The DGH urged motorists to
avoid using those sections of the
coastal highway over the next few
days as workers clear debris and
perform repairs.

Flights to and from Taipei Inter-

national Airport (Songshan airport)
resumed at 12:43pm after a two-and-
a-half hour suspension due to heavy

rainfall in Taipei, the Civil Aeronau- -

tics Administration (CAA) said.

A total of 137 flights were can-

celed or delayed at Songshan air-
port, including three flights that
were unable to land and were redi-

rected to airports in Taichung and.
Kaohsiung, the CAA said.

Taiwan Taoyuan International
Airport suspended ground opera-

| tions at® 10:45am, when it issued

a thunderstorm warning, the CAA
said, adding that the alert was not
lifted until-12:40pm. i
As of 1pm, 20 commercial pas-
senger flights and one cargo flight
had been canceled, while another
17 commercial ‘flights and one
cargo flight were delayed, airport

_data showed.
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‘Chtifch draws visitors

- CLOSURE: Evangelical Society chairman Kuo Ming-che said the church has other
areas open to visitors, but a spring had to be closed after problems with littering

BY TSENG NAI-CHIANG

AND WILLIAM HETHERINGTON
STAFF REPORTER, WITH STAFF WRITER

A Catholic church in Chiayi County
that traces its roots to the Qing Dy-
nasty has been attracting visitors
with its statue of the Virgin Mary
adorned in clothing reminiscent of
the Qing empress dowager Cixi (%
HAE).

Meishan Township (#il]) Evan-
gelical Society chairman Kuo
Ming-che (FIFA%) said the statue
of Mary holding a young Jesus is
modeled on an apparition said to
have been witnessed in Qingyuan
County in China’s Hebei Province
in 1900. ;

There is rumored to be a simi-
lar statue at the Basilica di Santa
Maria Maggiore in Rome, Kuo
said, adding that this shows the
spirit of Catholic followers, who
adopt local customs wherever
they go.

Church documents record that
the statue in China was commis-
sioned by Catholics in Qingyuan
who, after witnessing an apparition,

wanted to thank Mary for giving
them spiritual strength during the
Boxer Rebellion,

The documents say the Cixi-
style clothing was used to give the
statue Chinese characteristics.

A French artist was commis-
sioned to paint its clething, the
documents say, adding that a fan
held in the statue’s right hand was
replaced with a staff,

The statue’s face was painted
white, like in traditional images of
Mary. In the styling of the Chinese
palace of the time, Mary and Jesus
were given jeweled crowns., The
Jesus figure was adorned with a
belt and Chinese-style slippers.

Chao Shih-i (#-+1#%), head priest
of the local diocese, said that af-

‘ter establishing communications

with a parish in China’s Shandong
Province in the 1980s, members of
the Sisters of Our Lady of China
arranged to create a replica of the
Qingyuan statue.

The Meishan statue was placed
within the National Shrine of Our
Lady of China beside the Meishan

church when the shrine was re-
built in 1989,

Kuo said the church has be-
come a pilgrimage destination for
worshipers to pay respects to Our
Lady of China,

The shrine and statue are open
to the public all day, Kuo said.

Kuo said he hopes visitors
will remain quiet while visiting
to maintain the sanctity of the
shrine,

A path behind the church leads
to an image of Christ on the cross,
which is also open to visitors, he
said.

A mountain-water spring was
also previously accessible, but
was closed last year after litter
problems arose.

Lee Hsuyan (&%), chief
executive of the Meishan Culture

and Education Foundation, said the .

church is one of four main places
of worship in the township along
with the Yu Hsu-kung Temple (Ef
#), the Chan Lin-ssu Temple (##t

<) and the Chang Lao Presbyterian

Church.
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The historic Catholic church In(hlagi(eunty‘s Meishan Township is pictured on Friday last week. PHOTD NG NALCHANG TAPE TS
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China condemns Mattis’
rem rks on S China Sea

&/¢

NTEMPT'- Beiji

70 |

supportsla_ﬁ countries’ freedom of

navigation and overflight, but opposes ‘certain’ countries
employing these to threaten China, a spokeswoman said

AFP, BELJING

China has expressed “firm oppo-

sition” to remarks made by- US
Secretary of Defense James Mattis
during a regional defense summit
over the weekend, after he criti-
cized Beijing's “militarization” of
the South China Sea.

Washington has repeatedly
expressed concerns that China's
development of artificial islands
in the region poses a threat to
freedom of navigation through its
waters, a major artery for interna-
tional trade.

Competing claims to the wa-
ters, which are believed to sit atop
vast oil and gas deposits, have for
decades made it one of Asia’s po-
tential military flashpoints.

“The scope and effect of China's
construction activities in the South
China Sea differ from other coun-
tries in several key ways,” Mattis
said, adding that Beijing’s “militari-
zation” and “disregard for interna-

a

tional law” showed its “contempt”
for other nations’ interests.

In a statement late on Sunday,
Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs

spokeswoman Hua Chunying (&

#%) called Mattis’ comments “ir-
responsible” and accused “certain
countries outside the region” of
making “erroneous remarks driven
by ulterior motives.”

“China has indisputable sover-
eignty over the [Spratly] Islands
{Nansha Islands, (Faib%eE)] and
their adjacent waters,” Hua said,
referring to reefs and islets in the
South China Sea where Beijing has
built installations that could be
used by its military.

Taiwan also claims the islands.

China’s behavior in the South
China Sea has sparked broad con-
cern in the region.

However, last month Beijing
and ASEAN took a step toward
easing friction over the sea, agree-
ing to a framework for a “code of

& Remarks made by the Japanese side, which
confuse right and wrong, are not worth

refuting. 33

— Hua Chunying,

Chinese ministry of foreign affairs spokeswoman:

conduct” to prevent incidents in
the disputed waters.

Tensions over the Spratlys have
also quieted down in recent months
as Philippines President Rodrigo
Duterte has pursued friendlier re-
lations with Beijing.

China has balked at US in-
volvement in the dispute and last
month accused a US warship of
trespassing after it sailed near a
reef claimed by Beijing.

China “respects and safe-
guards all countries’ freedom of
navigation and overflight” in the
area “but definitely opposes cer-
tain country’s show of force in
the South China Sea under the
pretext of navigation and over-

flight freedom, challenging and
threatening China's sovereignty
and security,” Hua said.

In addition to Mattis, Japanese
Minister of Defense Tomomi Inada
also took the opportunity at the
summit to scold China for its “un-
provoked, unilateral attempts to -
alter the ‘status quo™ in the East
and South China Seas.

Beijing is involved in a simmer-
ing territorial row with Tokyo over
the disputed Diaoyutai Islands (&9
#%), known as the Senkakus in Ja-
pan. Taiwan also claims the islands.

“Remiarks made by the Japa-
nese side, which confuse right and
wrorg, are not worth refuting,”
Hua said in her statement.

— mi—
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