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John W. “Jack" Beardsley, 74,
died Feb. 5 at the Bishop Museum
while in town to do the work he
loved — soodving inseets.

The wor.d-renowned Hawaii en-
tomologist was distinguished as a
researcher. teacher, mentor and
author whe contributed his cx-
pertise and cssistance to the state
and other countries.

Colleagues at the museun. Uuni-
versity of o1 “lawaii and state De-
partment of Agriculture said Fis
death leaves a “giant” hole in
Hawaiian ertomology.

“He 100F a ot of information
with him,” said museum entomol-
ogist Franx Howarth. “It takes a
itfetime to become a world autnor-
ity on a group of insects, ther, vou
Lape to have a few years Lo write it
all up” He said Beardsiey, a spe-
cizlist on parasitic wasps and
seaie insects, was working on sev-
eral nanuscripts about Hawaiian
fauna

“We're really going to miss him,

not onjy those of us here at the
museum, but the entire state has
depended on him so much,” said
Gordon Nishida, collections man-
ager for natural sc.ences at the
museaum.

"As far as
knowledge of
Hawaiian in-
sects, he was
the best,” said
Diek  Tsuda,
Uli entomelo-
By researcher
who was nne of
Beardsiey's
students, then
a longtime as-
sociate on the
faculty.

Beardsley joined the UH 1n 1063
as an assistant entomologist and
professor. He chaired the Depert-
ment of Entomology in the College
of Tropical Agriculture and Hu-
wan Resources from 1981 until
snortly befere retiving in Decem-
ber 1991,

He had been a Bishop Museum
research associate since 1955

After retiring, he moved to Arca-
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dia, Calif where he built a labora-
tory and eontinued to identity and
describe insects. He loved Hawaii
and returned often to work on
projects, his colleagues suid

lie had been working with
Howarth and the agriculture de-
partment on an alien pest species
TisK assessment at Maul Airport
and with Nishida on identifica-
tions for many insect groups in the
Northwest Hawaiian Islands

“He was quite an encyelopedia
not only on insects for also an
plants,” said Lyle Wong, state
Plant Industry Division adminis-
trator. He was icad consultant on
the Maul Airpozt study and ar-
rived Feb 4 to werk on the proj-
ect. He and Howarth spent the
morning of Feb 5 at the agricul-
ture department They then went
to the museun’s entomology de-
partment  where  Beardsiey
planned to eat a brown bag lunch
and work

“Thad a long talk wih him while
he was getting readv for lunch and
ief} to go back to the Wepariment
of Agriculture,” Howarth said.
“He was in wonderful spirits when
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“He was an exceptional ento-
mologist and one of the old-time
naturalists,” sad Larry Nakahara,
another of Beardsley’s students,
now chief of the agriculture de-
partment’s Plant Pest Control
Branch “They are few and far be-
tween ”

He was a prolific author, with
more than 650 scientific articles
and published notes on new immi-
grant insects and records.

He received the society's first
Award for Outstanding Service in
1961 and its Lifetime Excellence
in Entomology Award in 1995,

Survivors include his wife, Peg-
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£y: sons, John of H
Steven of Utah; daugh
Breault of Utah, and Claire L
of Hawaii: sister Nancy sae
brother Edward,.both of the %
rov Bay area, Californas
Memorial services will be ae
from 2 pam. to 5p.m Saturday is
the Bishiop Museum's Atherts
Halau, 1525 Bernice St Cas
tire. In lieu of flowers. the
has requested donations be s
to the John W. Beardsley Fund ¢
be established at the Uniy f
Hawaii Foundation. 2
and the Bishop Mus
vance his efforts ni ont




