




































CONCLUSIONS 
 
The presence of people in Hanauma Bay clearly affects the turtles’ behavior. More turtles were 
spotted on days when the bay was closed than on other days. Also, the turtles swam around 
more freely, and spent long periods of time at the surface when the bay was closed. At 
sunrise, when few people visited the park the same behavior was observed. 
 
Turtles that were observed in the inner part of the bay on days when the park was open 
displayed a very tame and unafraid behavior towards the people surrounding them. In 
Wawamalu the turtles fled as soon as they saw a human. 
 
The turtles in both study areas are well fed and healthy, with few tumored individuals. The 
biggest threat to the turtles along the coastline between the two study sites appears to come 
from the recreational fishing. 
 
In Hanauma Bay, the feeding and resting habitats are distinguished while in Wawamalu the 
same area is used for both feeding and resting with a preference for resting. 
 
In Hanauma Bay, there is an estimated total numbers of 25-30 turtles. 
In Wawamalu, the estimated total number of turtles could not be determined, but must exceed 
17. 
 
Tides, waves, and the time of the day have no effect of the number of turtles coming into the 
two areas. 
 
Turtles are not thought to move between the two study sites. 
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