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_Dear George, ;96;/;5___

Aloha from French Frigate Shoals! Bob and I would like to thank
you for the letters and special turtle articles; 1t's always good
to keep udated om the current issues, especially when we don't
have a chance %o read the mewspaper but every 5 weeks. Also, a
very special mahalo for the t-shirt memorabilia - how lomg have
‘You been hanging om to it? Thamk you, it was very thoughtful of
you!

I'm hoping that you and I will have the opportunity to chat on
the radio some evening soom! We keep missing each other, but I'm
-glad that you had the chance to talk turtles with Bob. We will
be keeping a special eye out for C-15, who has the LHF tag!

In regards to the dead turtle found om East Islamnd at the
beginning of May; unfortunately I did mot take any pictures --
jJust measured the carapace, removed tags and an ex mination.
Needless to say, I did not even perform a necropsy. (- iTto

Loash 3\.0/!

I am enclosing a copy of the Turtle ID for East Islamnd for ¢ the
period from 6 May through 9 July 1990, for your imformation. T
have been keeping track of the recovery tags and have been noting
the data om the Table 3 that you gave me; at the end of the
season I cam just give you the copy of this table amd hopefully
relieve you of the task!

The turtle seasom is progressiamg womderfully, with good results
with "temporary i1demntification", tagging, etec. If you have
questions, please feel free to call us! As was mentiomed by Bob,
we monitor frequemcies 12432.3 and 7760.2 from 0700 through
approximately 1900-2000 hours; radio contact is made with Laysan
and Lisianski on Momnday, Wednesdays and Fridays begimmning at 1945
hours. It is helpful for us to be alerted ahead of time, so if
possible you cam call FWS Honolulu office and the message will be
relayed as to a scheduled day and time. Anyway, I do hope to
talk with you im the near future!

I hope you are well and having a good summer with the kids

home...have you been keepimg updated om the "Nimja Turtles"?
Take care!l

" Bob

Aloha,
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G. WILDLIFE rfﬂ” -1344@_ =
1. Endangered and Threatened Species &Po‘er %

a. Hawailian Monk Seal 94//,
The Tern Island pup was weaned on 1 March. He was still g
around at months end and was looking fat and sassy.

Two still born or aborted pups were found on Tern Island this
month. One on 22 March and the other on 27 March. They were
found in sectors 4 and 5, respectively.

During March, three seals were found dead on Tern Tsland. One
adult male on 1 March, a juvenile male (tags U3l right and
U134 left) on 30 March, and a juvenile female (tags N220 left
and N221 right) on the 31st.

——
7 ,/
On 15 March, seal (tag(Ti5) showed up with a large shark bite

on its side. This sea as not seen in late March so we do
not know if it survives.

- 1 ? =
L sy be 297 Sencu s
—L”—‘—v-'r——‘-m————&—w——-kv—\.-.—

e 7/

-

Ny
b. Green Turtle
By months end, we had begun to notice a faw more adult
= turtles in the waters around Tern Island but net as much of
| I an increase as observed last March. On 21 March, a possibie
' . . turtle copulation was reportedly seen north of Shell Beach.

On 26 March, a check of Whaleskate at 1400 hrs found 8
basking turtles (3 male and 5 female) and about another 20
1 _ turtles swimming in the shallows.

This year, we plan to set up the East Island turtle camp
during the last week of April so that our researchers can
catch the beginning of the nesting season.
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Moy 1qqgo — —
Dear QEogc;lp -

Aiona from East Tsiang
- towid Ser up the furtie camp! My fist nICNY on Egst was

e

/

P M2y with only one female up (oawl oniy). Upon armwal T fook
2 look around e isiand for possibie nests . Athoush T saw z few
- Hatee pie dnere was o0y one that s 2 Provbie: nest. This 15 Good -

 becaust T did want 4o Qex the first fovales nesting, 1o this
- date and time (Aerual

- been seen. Thae 5 deficiigy an Increase N Ahe numpers oF

- laskes and furtes n shallow waier; this 1 compared o what

-1 saw on %ar 4f7e, .

Tne day that We scr up eamp, we found 2 dead, Ernaue.

- turtle onthe nbrtnwest side oF Ahe IStand M Yo Water's cdoe.
- Wpon examination € found no twmers 2nq a longiudinal ewt
= 0N Ahe et rear fppor (from oase of fhpper 1o hip)y it was a

— szﬂ decp Gash With Uf‘ﬂﬁrl\tjmq musele- tgposedl. She died

— Yomenime berween Sammmjmpnl%m Mﬂ@‘ji May @ there

-+ Was definticly 4 deeomposing, odor)

1 aid Femove her 8o (enciosed) and +ne 268’ aumpers are: |

1 Ao measured her caragace 50 you have
| é"j VY her final daia- Srragnt campace lengin 92.2 (usm_q cahpers) and

0 970 L. and 10074 R ,

@ Curved carapace lenoin 04,0 (fape mewsure),
Oﬂ \'—1\'\ L'm anious 0 reiurn 1 Tern fo ook her 14 up on e Copy oF

&O)O your data (which T forépt to pack).
% Hope all 16 wel with o L1 e Keepiod  foutci
_ W |
P e encaving is Working, D%ﬁk Aoha,
ummusﬁx!l

GG, THSGen GHB G/Q/J’éNESTTMC, on ensa
KESIGHTEDS ¢/ fog NESTIN G on CPST IS.

Tt weamner finaly caimed down o e

S/e ar 3:25am) No definiic Nests have.

\le May 1990
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4 Unovousnty Comprenend. Yowr “homuy™ 4nd Yespeet W ) 1 dekinug
h‘ﬂ Y WS e Surelés (and. By speeies) BYner dnanv 4o (otamy
e neczss:zl_%_ﬁl@’m JON Ywn, UsING 25 MMOR bAukon 25 possiole)

_ Dinust, a5 il and. Ve unpopng oot on Bisr dsand. g,

A an ) AN Xe w tonen, by ot wai, Now 014 was e

had & agheasors Al pu take b, a7 0
Ao,

AlunS

O HE

b. Green Turtle /{I}H‘ﬁfy Acfw, %1@5 /@PJ} 5/‘?0

Because of bad weather, we could not get the East Tsland

» turtle camp operational until 6 May. Oa the 6th, we finally
got G. Nakal and the rest of the equipment to East Island
and began coverage on that aight. Bob Cummins arrived at
Freach Frigate Shoals on 16 May. After two nights of
training on East with Glymais, Bob became fully operational
and he and Glynnis begam a 4 night rotation between East and
Tern Islands (each persoan works 4 nights om East then goes
to Tera Island for 4 nights).

Luckily, turtle mestiag activity this year seems to be about
; one to two weeks delayed from what we documemted the last

| two years. Upon her arrival at East Tslaad on 6 May,
Glyanis determined that we may have missed only one turtle
nest before our coverage began. As the month progressed,
the aumber of turtles encouatered each night on East
increased from one or two a% the begianning to around 10 per
R - night., At the end of Maz,é?)different turtles had already

been identified on East.

€N

The first nest on Tern was on 9 May. The second nest was
not until 25 May. By months ead, we had 8 mests oa Tera.

On 20 May, a female that had come ashore to nest ended up on
the runway in the moraning. We guided her back to the ocean.

On 31 I
upside
howeve)
returana:
High a1

4 June 1990
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o

Number of adult female gra.en turtles recorded nesting during May/June 1987
at East Island, French Frigate Shoals (for 26 nighte with complete

coverage).
Total No. No. of new females Short-tem
Date  ashore - first seen ashore repeat nesters Long-tem
} 1987 to nest to nest in 1987 seen ashore tag recoveries
s May
&
. 25 2 2 0 1
t 26 7 6 1 4
B 27 5 3 2 2
N 28 1 1 0 0
29 8 6 2 5
June
1 4 4 0 1
2 0 0 0 0
3 8 7 1 2
4 9 7 2 4
5 5 3 2 1
6 8 3 5 1
7 3 2 1 1
11 15 13 2 7
12 10 6 4 1
13 17 8 9 3
% 14 8 4 4 2
15 8 3 5 0
16 15 8 7 4
17 15 1D 10 2
18 9 a5 4 3
19 8 3 5 0
20 14 3 11 2
i 21 14 3 11 1
—_— 26 15 10 5 3 %
27 11 & 7 2
! 28 17 5 12 2
. 13 E
Total — 124 - 54 (43.5%)

HOAA, Datiorzl Marine Fisheries Service
SWFC ,l{o:olulu Laboratory F/8WC2

2570 Dole Street
Honolulu, HI 96822-2396
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METRIC SYSTEM WITH U.S. EQUIVALENTS

METRIC UNIT (1) U.S. EQUIVALENT METRIC UNIT (1) U.S. EQUIVALENT
LENGTH i VOLUME
millimeter {mm) 0.04 inches cubic centimeter {cm?) 0.061 cubic inches
centimeter {cm) 0.39 inches cubic decimeter {dm?) 0.0353 cubic feet
decimeter (dm) 3.94 inches cubic meter {m?) 1.31 cubic yards
meter {m) 39.37 inches X cubic decameter (Dm?) 13.10 cubic yards
decameter (Dm) 32.81 feet Yl 3T PR W
hectometer (hm) 109.36 yards 0 CAPACITY, CU Blc
kilometer {km) 0.62 miles : A
'myriameter 6.2 miles = milliliter {mi) 0.06 cubicinches
g « centiliter (cl) 0.6 cubicinches
1 ST R L TR [ A e - deciliter () 6.1 cubic inches
AREA : liter (] 61.02 cubic inches
square centimeter (em?) 0.155 sq.inches 2 decalit.er (D) 0.35 cubfc feet
square meter {m?) '1.196 sq. yards ; h.ezclf)llter (hl) 3.53 cub!cfeet
are (@) 119.60 sq. yards kiloliter 1.31 cubic yards
hectare (ha) 2.47 acres . LES = e 2 B Sl T
sq. kilometer {km?) 0.3861 sq. miles CAPACITY, DRY
R AR AT . deciliter (dl) 0.18 pints
liter U] 0.908 quarts
WEIGHT decaliter (D) 1.14 pecks
milligram (mg) 0.015 graing hectoliter (h) 2.84 bushels
centigram {ca) 0.154 grains - = =
decigram (dg) 1.543 grains
e 5 s% Sites CAPACITY, LIQUID
decagram (Dg) 0.353 ounces milliliter 0.27 fluidrams
hectogram (hag) 3.527 ounces centiliter ) 0.338 fluidounces
kilogram (kg) 2.2046 pounds deciliter 0.21 pints
quintal 220.46 pounds liter 1.057 quarts
metric ton 1.1 tons decaliter . 2.64 gallons
= = = -







