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ik © . East Island Turtle Report, 1993 E)
3E U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Alyssa E. Ward
Susan L. Pultz

1. General Monitoring

The 1993 turtle season was a short season consisting of only one month
of monitoring. There were 176 nesting green sea turtles (Chelonia mydas)
identified on East Island during this time as caleculated from the ID data.

Turtle Camp began on May 31, 1993 and ended June 30, 1993 according to
schedule. Each night consisted of five turtle walks around the island at
21:00, 23:00, 1:00, 3:00, and 5:00 (sunset to sunrise). This meant that no
more than two hours lapsed between turtle sightings. Due to the duration
between walks, it is possible that some turtles that were up crawling or
digging false pits were not seen. However, it is unlikely that those turtles ¥
that actually nested were not recorded as being up.

There were 110 possible nests recorded on East Island this year. Eggs
were witnessed for 36 of these nests. Turtles were seen covering egg chambers
(patty-caking) for 32 nests and backfilling 42 nests.

II tes §

Moto-tool numbers S1 through S176 were used during ths 1993 season. The i
turtle identified as S7 was also given the ID S26. All entries for this
turtle in the data base should be listed as S7. There was one turtle this
season without a moto-tool identification. This turtle, listed as UK
(unknown) in the both the ID and sightings files, did have tags. Only one
turtle (S50) was not given any permanent identification (i.e. tagged). All
other turtles have at least one tag.

Tags F- through U- were used on East this season. Tags missapplied and
recovered-are: F-74, F-76, F-711, F-726, F-727, F-732, F-733, F734, F-735, F-
801, F-804, F-810, F-811, U-70, U-103, U-106, U-138, U-145, U-165, U-256, and
U-261. Tags lost: F-77, F-701, F- 719 and F-809. One tag was listed as
missapplied and left on: F-813.

F

III. Miscellaneous Notes .
A. Immature turtle (3135 LFL) was seen basking on the East end of East

Island on 6/28/93. The turtle was not measured. This turtle has -

eviously been seen basking at French Frigate Shoals.

B. 879 had an old moto-tool engraving: GC3.

G. 5142 jhad no left front flipper (gone to the joint). She was seen !
ing a body pit on 6/13 on the west end of East Island. " 1

— ; = = .
;%. A dead turtle was found on Little Gin on 6/30. The turtle was located i i

well above the berm near the center of the island and was not tagged.

Other information is as follows:
Curve Carapace Length: '98.0 cm : g -
Curve Carapace Width: 91.5 cm %
Plastron length: 79.0 cm :
Plastron width: 72.0 cm & ' 1
#2 tumor Right Flipper
#2 tumor Right Dorsal Neck

E. There was one tumored turtle nest marked this year, r591 sted on
6/8/93. This nest is located South of the cinderblock pile. The

.stake is clearly marked with red flagging tape and is located one - o
meter due North of the nest. .

1
|
-
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) East Island Turtle Report, 1994
U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service
9 Alyssa E. Ward
Susan L. Pultz

The 1994 turtle season was a short Season consisting

of monitoring. There were 121 nesting green sea turtles {Chelonia mydas)
identified on East Island during this time as calculated from the ID data.

Turtle Camp began on June 7, 1994 and ended July 7, 1994 consisting of
30 nights of monitoring. Each night consisted of five turtle walks around the
island at 21:00, 23:00, 1:00, 3:00, and 5:00 (sunset to sunrise). This meant
that no more than two hours lapsed between turtle sightings. Due to the
duration between walks, it is possible that some turtles that were up crawling
or digging false pits were not seen. However, it is unlikely that those
turtles that actually nested were not recorded as being up.

There were 73 possible nests recorded on East Island the short season.
Eggs were witnessed for 30 of these nests. Turtles were seen covering egg
chambers (patty-caking) for 18 nests and backfilling 25 nests.

II. Data Notes

Moto-tool numbers z1 through 2117 were used during the 1994 season. The
turtle identified as Z77 was also given the ID 2109. All entries for this
turtle in the data base should be listed as 277. ID number 243 was
duplicated. Both turtles were identified by tag number and designated as 43a
and 43B in the ID files. There were four turtles this season without a moto-
tool identificatioen. These turtles are listed as UK1, UK2, UK3 and UK4 in the

~ both the ID and sightings files. All turtles listed in the ID files have at
least one tag. Those turtles in the sightings files listed as UK without an
identification number were turtles that were seen up, but, due to their
 proximity to seals, were not identified.

Identification data is recorded in the DBASEIII file EASTID94.DBF. This
includes tag numbers applied and measurements taken for nesting females in the
1994 season on East Island. It also includes tumored turtle information.
Sighting information is recorded in the DBASEIII file ESTSIG94.DBF. This file
contains the turtle activity for each night of monitoring.

Tags U302-U396 were used on East this season. Tags misapplied and
- recovered are: U302, uU33s, Us93, U597, USE0, U4SS5, U377, u33ds, Us03, U48s,
U320, u4e7, vUaTe, U371, uUs4l, u4s4, uUs29, U3i3le, US91, U592, Us73, vu3sa, usi7,
U533, ussl, u3ss, U494, US01, US02, USO4, US0S, US06. Tags lost: U377, u3iss,
U3%0, U394, U500, U529 and us33.

. III. Miscellanecus Notes

A. Immature turtle was seen basking on the East end of East Island on
7/5/94. No tags were read or measurements taken. It is believed that
this is the same immature turtle that has been seen basking in previous
years on East Island.

There were six tumored turtles identified during the 1994 season.
These were listed as 226, z3i3, 293, 2105, 2107 and Z116. Tumor
information (i.e. location and size) are found in EASTID94.DBF.
Three other turtles had grey lumps approximately 1 cm in diameter.

These turtles are Z18, 250 and 256 (Z18 had 11 lumps). The lumps did

not appear to be tumors, but their positions are listed in the data
base.

A mature female turtle was found on the runway on Tern Island on 6/9/94.
Thi; turtle was tagged, measured and released. Tag information is as
follows:

F619 RHF, F620 LHF, F621 RFL, F622 LFL
Curved carapace length: 102.5 em

A significant number of male baskers were seen late into the season.
During the first week of July, a minimum of 5 males were seen basking
on East island. Isolated males (those removed from other baskers and
seals) found basking were t gged and ed. They are recorded as Ml~-
M7 in the file EASTID94.DEF.

Clutch size was collected for ten turtles. One of these turtles was
heavily tumored. Data collected was as follows:

29: 6/13/94 105 eggs

Z33: 6/13/94 124 eggs (heavily tumored)

275: 6/19/94 110 eggs

Z81: 6/20/94 45 eggs plus 1 spacer

286: 6/21/94 82 eggs plus 2 spacers (Pit too small. Broke at least ocne
egg while covering nest. ‘A few other 2ggs not covered.)

290: 6/21/94 125 eggs

237: 6/29/94 112 eggs

Z43B: 6/30/94 104 eggs '

Z113: 7/5/94 111 eggs (nest marked)

Z91: 7/6/94 87 eggs
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(9] From: Timothy Ragen 6/17/94 6:59AM (2551 bytes: 55 1n)
To: George Balazs
Subject: from ffs

Rec’d the following:

" George-Everything is going welll!The new tent is like the

Hilton..cooler during the day due to the larger fly.Fewer
turt.&seemingly more ticks than last year,but no problems

with the ticks yet.Data files are set up.Alyssa input 6/8-10

data and I’'m proofing hers and inputting 6/11-14 tonight.Haven’t
seen many male baskers,but have seen numerous pairs of copulating
turt.I’ve counted two clutches.One non-tumored turt with

105 eggs and one heavily tumored with 124 eggs.Hope all’s

well there.We’re enjoying ourselves immensely, working hard (of
course) and appreciating the waxing moon.Hello to Yonat.Susan
Date Turtup NewID #Nests

6/8/94 9 8 0
6/9/94 13 10 0
6/10/94 15 4 1M
6/11/94 10 5 1M, 1P
6/12/94 16 8 3M
6/13/94 10 4 3N
6/14/94 16 9 2N, 1P

Recovered Tags - 6/10/94 - 6/14/94

Tag Number Tag Position

w291 RFL T g
<7464/7461/7463 RFL/LFL/RHEF /753 IATAS N/ /755
W784/W783/A588 RFL/LFL/LHF

10188/A273 RFL/LFL —
A552/4264/265/W626 LHF/LFL/L23 (embedded) RFL—o 5/2°/92, 5/2/40
W280 LFL - £
W754/W755 RFL/LFL

6001~“5ﬂﬂ”¥3qmﬁ( LFL

W809 RFL <

3604/3671 <y’ LFL/RFL— &/8/85 €™

3630— TP LFL

A646 LHF

W814/W815 RFL/LFL

A343 RFL

W731/W732 RFL/LFL

W436/W174 RFL/LFL

5060 SAs5T £[35) £ /90 LFL

fC



from Tern:

up

new

SPLA CLINK 07/06/94 00:1

e s date oldtgs dat up n
- 6/27 6261 629 14 1
e ~ 6/27 2748 630 20 2
. 6/30 A293 701 17 0

£

0

6/30 A297? 702 10
e 703 10

[11] From: Timothy Ragen 6/25/94 10:09AM (254 bytes: 4 1n) gt 0l

To: George Balazs.
Subject: from Tern N

——————————————————————————————— Message Contents —=———-——ceomma_. Y
. Message from Tern: .

. : : | : .
turts uP{%f15=22:QliﬁfalLﬁllZfls,6/18=11-Pld tag 1lst later.data
not entered til 6/22eve. il L B

'ﬁ



AT EAST ISLAND, FRENCH FRIGATB SHOALS

1904 man no.
DATE TURTLES UP
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