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the state of Hawaii fi-

Tally embraced what native

Hawaiians have known for

generations; the Northwest-
ern Hawaiian Islands are a deli-
cate, sacred ecosystem that
must be respected. The state
took a visionary step forward es-
tablishing the first state marine
refuge in the NWHI and requir-
ing that human activity there
“dono harm” to this fragile
ecosystem. In 2006, the federal
government followed suit, estab-
lishing the Papahanaumokuakea
National Marine Monument.
These protected areas rely on
permits to control the human
footprint up there.

But today more and more
people are going to the NWHI
for research, education, even
sightseeing. Any time you set
something off limits, people
want to go there; this is the
irony of our success in estab-
lishing protections for the
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands,
Already this year, permit§ have
been granted to allow unlimited
numbers of people to go to the
NWHI to do any kind of dredg-

. ing, discharging and taking,
even recreational fishing. Re-
searchers have Welated their
permits and we have seen little
will for enforcement. This is
wrong. We must change our at-
titude about this place entirely
— there should be no human
footprint there,

We all have a stake in this.
The reef complexes of the
Northwestern and main Hawai-
ian [slands are only 100 miles
apart. If we leave it be, these re-
mote islands can be what re-
plenishes our waters with
resources overexploited and
overharvested in the main
Hawaiian Islands today. And
one day, perhaps, the waters of
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Hawaii might again be a refrig- -
erator — a robust food re-
source for the people of these
islands.

When the “do no harm” rule
is ignored, the good work for
which this area was set aside is
not being done. For too long,
we have allowed too many hu-
man footprints to be left in this
delicate place. Whaling, com-
mercial fishing, coral harvest-
ing — [ was up there for 10
years, and [ can tell you: the
place can’t take it, and it :
doesn’t need it. When you take

stuff from there, whenyoudam- ————

age it, it does not come back, I

looked around and [ could see
 the place was telling us, “Go
home already.” So I turned the

boat around, set the beating to
90 degrees and headed back to
Honolulu. And since then, [
have been trying to tell people,
“Hey it runs out. It's fragile.
When you take from this place,
it doesn’t come back.” 'm say-
ing it again today.

Millions of dollars have been
set aside by the federal govern-

ment, and with good intentions.

But money is a magnet for peo-
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Every year tons of marine debris wash uj

p on the shores of islands in the Northwestern Haw#ﬁafn mm

Refuge. This pile waits on Sand Island at Midway Atoll for transport to Honolulu.

le. They see the money and
ﬂle{rT[lhl'?t question is, “What
can | propose to do up there?”
A scientist will say to the
Hawaiian fisher, “Take only
what you need,” but in his re-
search practice he doesn'’t
heed his own advice. Tl-llﬂs is
not why the people of Hawaii
md‘:hhgworld fought so hard to
protect this place.

Currently, there is no man-

agement plan for the North-
western Hawaiian Islands, no
conservation goals and no way
to say what research is needed
to fulfill those conservation
goals. No one has answered to
the public the question: “What
research is needed for the
Northwestern Hawaiian Is-
lands?” Without a fundamental -
change in our attitude about_
this place, the human footprint

will continue to grow and even-
tually destroy this place.

The Northwestern Hawaiian
Islands is a place of great hope
for the future of the resources
in our oceans, and it is for this
reason that we set it aside. Let
us honor the commitment we
made to protect this fragile
place as a true puuhonua.

Louis “Buzzy” Agard, a founding
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board member of KAHEA: The
Hawaiian-Environmental
Alliance, is a former commercic!
fisher who served on the
Western Pacific Fishery
Management Council for more
than a decade. In 2001, he was
honored by President Clinton at
the establishment of the NWH!
Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve.
He still serves on the citizen
advisory council to that reserve
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audio, including cassette tapes, vinyl records, television sho s,
and VHS tapes, directly to an iPod at the touch of a button, ?‘he
device allows you to preserve your audio and video memories

Marine National

\ without having to rely on a conversion service or risk long-term
'damage to the original medium, and no computer or spec}é!
software is required. The converter plugs into any audio video
device equipped with RCA connections and S-Video (staridard on
nearly all A/V components) with its included audio/video cables.
Simply push the record button, and content is converted to digital
MP3 (audio) or MPEG4 (video) format—three hours 4f 320 X 240

Content). Data canalso be uploaded to a USBilash drive or USE
hard drive plugged into the converter's USB port: it automaticaliy
detects if it"hag attached an iPod Or.USB key. Plugs into AC.
73745A $199.95
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