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~ By Ed Lion

" United Press International
ABOARD “OLD ’36,” over

I Massachusetts — The trusty

DC-3 lumbered off the
ground, evoking images of a
bygone time when pilots flew
by the seat of their pants,
mechanics were nicknamed
“Sparky” and air travel
meant adventure ' and ro-
mance. : .
As a gleaming jet streaked

. from a nearby runway, the
E.pilot gunned the engines to a

- deafening roar and pulled
- back the old-style throttle on

& “0Old '36" — believed to have
the most time in the air of .

any commercial plane on
Earth.
“It’s terrific — I expected

. tg see Ingrid Bergman leav-

ing Humphrey Bogart on the
runway,” said Ilene Jacobs,
27, a Washington attorney
onboard the short Boston-to-
Cape Cod hop aboard PBA
airlines’ “0ld '36".

“old ’36”
-registration number N136PB
— has racked up the equiva-
lent of an extraordinary 10
years' flying time, a commer-

~cial record.

Monday, the plane — one
of the last of a dying breed
of a eclassic aircraft that
revolutionized flight — mark-
ed its 45th birthday.

Back when it rolled off the

— short for its

Pilot Larry Keyes, right, and copilot Vinny MclLaughlin,

“Old 36" in the background.

Douglas Aircraft Co. assem-

bly line, Franklin D. Roose-
velt was president, Hitler had
yvet to plunge the world into
war and the Bogart-Bergman
film ‘‘Casablanca,” which
would forever link the DC-3
with romance, was still five
years in the future.

“The plane has character
— it's in a class all its own,”
said pilot Larry Keyes, 29, as
he sat at the throttle of “Old
'36,” shouting above the en-
gine roar.

“I'm lucky because there’s:

not too many guys my age

‘adventure.

‘Goony bird’ still flying

i

.UPI photo .
with

who can get to fly these
planes. Sometimes I'm flying
along and I wonder who was
sitting in the same seat in
1937,” he said.

The plane, owned by the :

family-held PBA regional air-
line that serves some 15
cities mostly in Massa-
chusetts and Florida with a
fleet of 57 aircraft — ineclud-
ing a dozen DC-3s — has
been stripped and refitted
many times. But it still con-
jures up flying’s era of

The pilot often must use
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