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Itbayat, BAatanes 1002
Philippines
Qectober 10, 1985

The Himb University
Hawaii, 96744 ~

entlemen;
- I am pleased to inform you that we ocausht a sea male

turtle last October 6, 1985, It has a réng-in one of its front
fegthers and it reads as follows: '

Write Himb University
Hawaii, 96744
3385

If you are interested to further informstion, I am willing
to go for further details. Regards.

Very respectfully,

&/ : £ 6/13 = Slrs /8 Y AMETING oM ensr IS, ST
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METRIC SYSTEM WITH U.S. EQUIVALENTS  J/73

5152
181.5‘7
METRIC UNIT (1) U.S. EQUIVALENT METRIC UNIT (1) U.S. EQUIVALEN
LENGTH VOLUME
millimeter (mm) 0.04 inches cubic centimeter (cm?) 0.061 cubicinches
centimeter {cm) 0.39 inches cubic decimeter (dms3) 0.0353 cubic feet
decimeter (dm) 3.94 inches cubic meter _ (m?) 1.31 cubic yards
meter (m) 39.37 inches ) cubic decameter (Dm?) 13.10 cubic yards
decameter (Dm) 32.81 feet ;
hlectometer (hm) 109.36 ya.rds CAPAC[TY, CUBIC
kilometer (km) 0.62 miles
myriameter 6.2 miles i {ml) 0.06 cubic inches
centiliter (cl) 0.6 cubicinches
deciliter (dl) 6.1 cubicinches
AREA liter 0} 61.02 cubic inches
* square centimeter (cm?) 0.155 sq. inches i decaliter {08 0.35 ‘aublc feet
square meter (m?) 1.196 sq.yards hectoliter (hi) 3.53 cubic feet
are (a) 119.60 sq.yards kiloliter 1.31 cubic yards
hectare (ha) 2.47 acres
sq. kilometer (km?) 0.3861 sq. miles CAPAClTY, DRY
deciliter (dl) 0.18 pints
WEIGHT liter ()} 0.908 quarts 3
decaliter (DI) 1.14 pecks
milligram (mg) 0.015 grains hectoliter (h) 2.84 bushels
centigram (cq) 0.154 grains
decigram (dg) 1.1543 grains
gram () 0.035 ounces CAPACITY; LIQU'D 5
decagram (Dg) 0.353 ounces milliliter 0.27 fluidrams
hectogram (hg) 3.527 ounces centiliter 0.338 fluidounces
kilogram (kg) 2.2046 pounds deciliter 0.21 pints
quintal 220.46 pounds liter 1.057 quarts

metric ton 1.1 tons decaliter 2.64 gallons




Itbayat, Batanes 1002
Philippines
Nevember 26, 1985

Mr. Geerge H. Balazs

Natienal Marine Fisheries Service
P. 0. Bex 3830

Henelulu, Hawaii 96812

Dear Mr. Balazss

This has reference te yeur letter dated Nevember 15, 1985 which
Just arrived here yesterday. In cempliance with yeur said letter, I
heréby narrate the stery of the said turtle.

On Octeber €, 1985, I ge fishing in the Seuthwestern of Itbayat
using my imprevised spesr wth sling, I saw the said burtle eating sea
weeds. As I ge nearer te it, it dees net mind me, se I just held it. I
am keeping its tag besring humber 3385,

Answers ef your questiens:

1. I cgught the turtle by hand. ;

2. Yes, the turtle is in geed health when captured. It seem
nermal, but, as if it is wesak, hungry and exhausted.

S The width of the shell is 28 inches and the weight of the
entire turtle is gpproximately 75 kiles.

4. It is feeding itself with sea weeds when captured. Turtles
of this same kind regulgely live in th,t area where I
caught the said turtle, Hewever, they ceuld net ge ashere in
sur place g& it has ne send in the serreundings, unlike in
the nerthern small islands whereen almeat sll are sorrounded
by sand. Anyway, the captured turlle is , mgle. During the
month of June, July and August, femgle turtles usually ge
ashereand lay eges in the nerthern islands, se, we go and
hunt there.

5. Since turtles' meat is a special fer us te eat, we buthhered

| the said turtle and ate seme of its meat in the stemach

i uncooked. We ceoked some of it with simple ingredients,

Itbayat is the Nerthermmost inhgbited islgnd of the Philippines and
it is often affected by streng typheon. Se, mailing is semetimes delayed.
During-fine weather, eur enly means eof transportatien is g moterized small
weoden made vessel geing te Bgsce, the capital of Batanes whereon regulyr
flights ef airplane is four times per week vise verss to Menila.

Writing yeu again, and sdvance Merry Christmas and s Happy New Year!

Sincerely,
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Hi George,

" Thanks for all the stuff -- I didn't mean for so much time to go by before
getting back to you.
I've enclosed the "East Island Number of Nesters" table. On five nights
I saw nesting turtles which you tagged this year -~ I've given you the numbers
so that if any of those are "new nesters" (I don't know which ones were tagged
basking or nestimg) they can be added into the totals I've given you (it's all
on the baeck of the yellow sheet).

Interesting about that painted turtle sighting on the Big Island., My
164 was seen and painted on 6/25, tagged 8190L, 94.0 cm st. length. She was
.1, ‘the turtle I saw laying extremely deformed eggs -- that night was the only
nc( sighting of her (by me). She laid a very small clutch of those deformed eggs
+  and was quite skittish afterwards. Since she was up laying the paint would
have really had a good time to dry -- I painted her when she was doing her
fpreliminaries"., Wonder if JH saw her. i ol
My notes show that I also saw your 64 on 6/24, and that she layed eggs
at that time, I dida't read her tags so the &4 must've been clearly readable
at that time ( I was repainting if there was even &hslight problem reading
your numbers).,
Here are my other 3-digit numbers ending in "4
124 = was repainted "AA"
134 = B160L, 8161R; last seen 6/20 (layed)
14l = 8158L, 8170R; last seen 6/25 (layed)
15 = S4lOL, tag R; last seen 6-26

I got up to number 168; those are my 1l3st sizhting dates; maybe John saw
some of these turtles later. =

I made no special notes about the Kahala turtle (5463, 5464) -- alas,
not even a measurement. The nesting sighting was 6-9, and I also saw her

basking on WS 6-15.

The enigma of tag recovery 3597 undoubtedly is a SL misread -- cheeked my
notebook and I did indeed record on 6-14 a basking female 3597L, _ _ 96R (mo
spray paintl). Of course there's no telling, but it could be that I misread e
bl % the "5" . that same evening I saw a female night basking with the tag 3397L,
At and a tag right (which I didn't read)s I'd be curious to know if her right tag
L is 3396. (Thanks for the pat on the baeck along with that note, too.)

‘In regards to my list of lost/misapplied tags, I have no idea what that
"7018" tag is or where it came from. I'll keep it in mind ax I go through
my notes, ete., bubt it's baffling at the moment.

I'1l huat up John's slides of the purclater-tangled turtle to enclose with
this note. There is no close-up of the line around the turtles head and flipper,
but there's at least one shot showing the pwrolater tangled with the net the
turtle was tengled in. ‘

Please keep those plectures of "84" with the wound. I agree that variations



in lighting and wetness san make those earapace smudges look very different,
especially in 3 photo == or when you're looking through binoculars abt a turtle
swimning in the wabterl

I really appreciate your sending the master recovery list to me - zives
me quite a thrill finding the SLs, and looking through to see who you saw this
sunner, Intriguing about those Whale-Skate turtles moving to East at the end
of the seadsone..., Hopafully it won't take too long to write up a report to
FWS. Schoel starts this Saturday and from then on I expect I'll be around
the 1ab quite a bit so we can talk in person. Give me a eall 4f T can do
anything more, or if I've forgotten something.

See you soon,

Stae

-



TURTLES TAGGED/TAG RECOVERIES AT FRENCH FRIGATE SHOALS

LATE DECEMBER 1983 - JANUARY 1984

28 APR 2003

TAG RECOVERIES ' (Additional tags not noted) I o

Whale Skate” 12-29283  Adult-female
Whale Skate,” 111484 Adult wdle
Whale-Skate ~ 1% 5-5 Adult fémale

TAGS APPLIED

Whale-SkaLe/ 1-1428% Adult-female
Whale.Skaet,/ 1-4{-84 Adult-female

3568 (L;)O/ SL/&”T' # s
2825 R)~ L SVTVO
5981 Ry~ ae—EnT Hus

?29/(3-}/ sy

?ZSS/EL)/ 5 (recover y JH
WS 1=21-84)
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