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IMAGES OF ASIA

'UNIVERSITY PRESS

‘Known variously as Tianhou or Tin Hau, Mazu or A-Ma, the Empress of

Heaven is one of China’s most important delties. Renowned
for her control of water and her willingness to help those in distress,
‘she is worshipped by city dwellers, farmers, and fisherfolk alike.

Traoﬂng all aspects of the Empress’s worshlp, this book begins with
‘the myth of a girl from Putian, in Fujian province, whose
“magical powers aliowed her fo rescue her father and brothers
from a shipwreck. It examines the history of her cult, her gradual
rise in the Chinese pantheon, and the meaning of her worship today.
Drawing examples from Hong Kong, Fujian, and Taiwan,
it explores the siting and decoration of her temples,
comimon practices of devotion, and her unique festivals.
Carefully researched, elegantly written, and vividly illustrated,
Temples of the Empress of Heaven provides a rare glimpse
into the workings of Chinese popular religion.

Joseph Bosco Is Assoclate Professor of Anthropology at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong. Puay-peng Ho is Associate
Professor of Architecture at the same institution.

‘Images of Asia’ offers a range of fitles covering aspects of life
‘and culture in East Asia. Each book In the series combines
an Introduetory text, written for the non-specialist reader by an
authority on the subject, with extensive illustrations both in colour
and black-and-white. ‘images of Asia’ provides a means of
acquiring a deeper understanding and appreciation
~ of the region in all iis diversity.

Cover flusfration;
Mazu, Tianhou Gong, Lugang
Photo courtesy of Kung Hsien-sen

. ORD ISBN 0-19-590355-2
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