Proposed monument
for Ig!es brmgs discord

designate the Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands a national
monument.

The move, which Washington
sources said could be announced
by President Clinton as early as
_during his Veterans Day visit to
the Islands next week, could ban
fishing and the gathering of pre-
cious corals throughout the
1,100-mile-long stretch of is-
lands, atolls and reefs.

Members of the Hawaiian en-

“This is the last safe place for
seals and turtles,” said Kahea
mm:&ﬂiw
“Because regeneration is ex-
tremely slow there, the delicate
balance of the thousands of di-

“’I‘lusﬂmgbypnmthepubﬁc
process and all the
acts, including the National Envi-
w Policy Act,” Simonds

U.S. Rep. Neil Abercrombie
said the public must be involved
if a new management scheme is
to worl

“My experience with the
Humpback Whale National Ma-
rine Sanctuary demonstrated
that the public must be involved
in final management pians if it is
going to accept those plans,”
Abercrombie said.

Fis!ﬁngintheNorthwestem

of the U.S. Coral Reef Task
Force, but she said the primary
threats to coral reefs of the

people. Those islands are 500
miles away.”

Kahea member Isaac Harp, of
Maui, said the council
and existing regulatory mecha-
nisms do not provide sufficient
protection to the islands,

“The remote islands remain
vuinerable to exploitation,” Harp
said.

National monuments can be
established by the president
without the approval of Con-
of 1906. No president has created
as many monuments as Clinton.




