Advocates of monument expansion

a case study of cognitive dissonance
e

By Caleb McMahan

ince attending the re-

cent public meeting

on the proposed ex-
pansion of the Papahanau-
mokuakea Marine National
Monument, I've been feel-
ing a sense of deja vu.

Listening to the testimo-

nies of monument-expan-
‘'sion proponents has
recalled my college days
and, in particular, a memo-

rable lesson from Psychol-

ogy 101.

Cognitive dissonance
theory traces its origin
back to the late 1950s
when psychologist Leon

~ Fest first described
the behavior of a dooms-
day cult that believed the
end of the world was immi-
nent and that a spaceship
would be coming to pick
them up.

'What experts found was
that when people are faced
with information that con-
flicts with a firmly held be-

“lief (i.e., the space ship
doesn’t come), they will
experience discomfort
(aka dissonance) and ex-
hibit predictable behaviors
in order to reduce it with-
out having to completely
abandon the core belief.

A core belief that propo-
nents of monument expan-
sion seem to hold is that
we need to protect our
oceans for future genera-
tions, and that making the
proposed monument
boundary off-limits to com-
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mercial fishing is neces- .
sary to achieve this.

But since the proposal
was made, opponents
have pointed to a lack of
peer-reviewed scientific
data showing such a con-
servation benefit exists,
and further, that the Ha-
waii longline fishery does
not constitute a threat to
the area’s biodiversity or
cultural artifacts.

So there it is. Informa-
tion that is in conflict with
that core belief. What was
so alarming about the Aug.
1 meeting is that monu-
ment-expansion propo-
nents seem to react
precisely how cognitive
dissonance theory pre-
dicts: to ignore or deny the
conflicting information al-
together. :

For example, it was

&

pointed out by a
fisheries biologist that
tuna do not spawn in the
proposed area. Ten min-
utes later, a monument
proponent cited among a
list of expansion reasons
the need to give fish a
place for reproducing
away from the threat of
longline fishing operations.
Another opponent cited
evidence that longline fish-
ing in no way impacts the
unique black coral species
found on the ocean floor
since fishing gear does not
reach the bottom — yet
was followed by a propo-
nent who testified that pro-
tecting that coral species
and other benthic wildlife -
was indeed grounds for
monument expansion.

ANOTHER behavioral re-
sponse to cognitive disso-
nance is that people will

‘modify their core belief in

order to accommodate,
but still not accept the new
information.

This, too, was rampant
among pro-monument tes-
timonies. In face of evi-
dence that the longline
fleet does not constitute a
threat to the endangered
monk seal, some propo-
nents changed their tune,
saying this is not about the
monk seal or banning fish-
ing, but about setting an
example for the rest of the
world in protecting our
oceans in general. Or that
protecting against climate

10/
change is the justification.

When contrary scientiic
evidence for the climate
change argument was pre-
sented, the core belief for
expansion supporters
shifted again into the need
to prevent the inhersnt
greed of industry from im-
periling the area’s natural
beauty.

Throughout the session.
high school students at
microphones were ap-
plauded for giving cogni-
tive dissonance-laced
testimony irrelevant to the
science-based information.

It’s easy to take a stand

_on anissue, It's much more
challenging to develop in-
formed positions and en-
gage stakeholders from
across user groups to come
up with collaborative sol=
tions. We should be intro-
ducing our students to the
complexities of resource
management instead of
suggesting that activism is
a form of scientific inquiry.

THE AUG. 1 public mest-
ing was a disaster. It
demonstrated not only
that Festinger's theory of
cognitive dissonance is om
the mark, but also the con-
sequences it can have I
dividing commmities and
undermining the science
based management struc-
tures essential to success-
fully balance the imterests
of conservation and sus-
tainable use of public r=
source.
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ratives. On the one hand is
the view of the local fishing
industry, the local fishing
council and their political al-
lies in the visitor industry.
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cause all commercial fishing
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lated, there was never a need

for the fishing ban and take-  ever more will come from the :
over by the federal govern- Asian companies fishing the :
ment of the NWHI. No waters of poor island states,
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They believe that to expand
this to an area nearly five
times as large will exacerbate
the income inequality their
community suffers.

If the area where fishing is
banned is expanded, Waikiki
restaurants will still consume
large amounts of fish. But

to protect or monitor them.
Many foreign fishers work in
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Bid to expand Papahanaumokuakea

must be public

By Daniel K. Akaka
and George R. Ariyoshi

e oppose the
proposed ex-
Ppansion of the

Papahanaumokuakea Ma-
rine National Monument
(PMNM).

It is unconscionable that
such a significant policy
might be enacted with a
profound lack of transpar-
ency and public process.

This is disturbing and
has caused many people in
Hawaii to question the mo-
tives behind the proposal.

We understand that, at
the urging of special inter-
ests, President Barack
Obama’s administration is
considering using the U.S,
Antiquities Act of 1906 to
extend the PMNM from its
current 50 mile offshore pe-
rimeter to 200 miles off-
shore around the North-
western Hawaiian Islands.

The U.S. Antiquities Act
excludes any consideration
and validation by the U.S.
Congress and the state of
Hawaii and its Native Ha-
waiian residents,

This would be a presi-
dential proclamation for an
extended federal monu-
ment. If it increases to 200
miles offshore, then that
amounts to a 350 percent
expansion from 140,000

Daniel K. Akaka, left, was a
U.S. senator from Hawaii

from 1990 to 2013. George R,
Ariyoshi served as governor
of Hawaii from 1974 to 1986,
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square miles to 583,000
square miles. The size of -
the proposed PMINM

sion at 200 miles is equiva-
lent to the combined land
area of the states of Califor-
nia, Oregon, Washington
and Texas.

- WE ARE no longer in of-
fice. We simply care about
the people of Hawaii and
are concerned about the fu-
ture of our state.

The proposed PMNM ex-
pansion could affect the
rights of Native Hawalians,
the residents and busi-
nesses of Hawaii, and our
state’s right to govern its
own natural resources,

The ripple effect of the
expansion on Hawaii's
economy could cost jobs
and increase costs to con-

" sumers, For these reasons,

a basic economic impact

Jransparen

T/5/
study should be con-
ducted.

Hawaii is a unique state,
It consists of small islands
surrounded by a vast
ocean, and the water is an
extension of our state.

We depend on the ocean
for food, employment, rec-
reation and the perpetuity
of Native Hawaiian culture,

We have demonstrated
our passion for, and com-
Initment to, responsible
stewardship of our coastal

 waters.

- Hawaii is the only state
that has met Aichi Target 11
of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity, which
calls for the protection of
10 percent of coastal and
marine areas by 2020, In ad-
dition, nearly 23 percent of
the waters surfounding Ha-

- waii are no-take reserves

where fishing is prohibited,
‘which is a greater percent-
age than scientists recom-
mend protecting to
maintain healthy oceans.

A PMNM expansion of
this magnitude would in-
clude the entire U.S. exclu-
sive economic zone (EEZ)
surrounding the Northwest-
ern Hawaiian Islands as de-
fined by the United Nations
Convention on the Law of
the Sea. (The proclamation
would not affect the EEZ
around the main Hawaiian

t
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process

Islands.)

In other words, US. fish-
ing vessels would have no
territorial advantage. They
would be forced out of the
EEZ into international wa-
ters, where fishing vessels
from all over the world are
free to fish today:

Protecting our environ-
ment is our highest priority.
The care of our land and
ocean should be the re-
sponsibility of the state of
Hawaii.

We need an open. honest
dialogue about the impact
of the proposed expansion.

How will it really affect
Hawaii culturally, socially
and economically?

We must think through
the consequences of such
an important policy issue
before making decisions
that will affect our state as
a whole,

WE WERE honored to
serve the wonderful people
of Hawaii while in office.
and we continue to care for
them.

The federal governmens
should not rush into = deci
sion about expanding the
PMNM without thinking
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Schatz; hundreds of scien-
tists; environmental organi-
zations; and prominent
Native Hawaiian leaders, in-
cluding William Aila, deputy
director of the Department
of Hawaiian Home Lands;

- Nainoa Thompson, presi-

dent of the Polynesian Voy-
aging Society; and
Kamanaopono Crabbe, head
of the state Office of Hawaj-
ian Affairs.

But on Tuesday about 70
opponents of the proposal,
including advocates for the
longline fishing industry,
took to the state Capitol in
protest, toting signs that
read, “Fairness 4 Fisher-
men,” “Something Smells
Fishy,” “Hawaii Fishingls

«Sustainable” and “Leave Our
Alone.” ]

The longline fishing indus-
try would be banned from
fishing in the protected area,

Former U.S. Sen. Danie]
Akaka and former Hawaii
Gov. George Ariyoshi were
among a parade of speakers
who criticized the expan-
sion, saying that it was being
unduly rushed in anticipa-
tion of the World Conserva- -
tion Congress and would
harm the fishing industry.
They also argued that Ha-
waii shouldn’t allow the fed-
eral government to dictate
what happens in local wa-

. ters, even though the federal

government already has ju-
risdiction over the area in
question.

“The ocean belongs to us.
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We ought to be the ones
who decide what kind of use
to make of the ocean,” said
Ariyoshi. “And we don’t
want someone from the out-
side to come, or people from
the outside to come, and tell
us how to live with the
ocean. They can make those

~ decisions where they live,

but don’t come and tell us
how we who live here can
use the ocean.”

I Obama decides to ex-
pand the monument, he’s
expected to do so under the
Antiquities Act of 19086,
which gives him unilateral
power to designate U.S,
lands and waters as natio| :
monuments. 5

In 2006 former President
George W. Bush created the
current monument, desig-
nating 139,800 square miles
as protected. Under the pro-
posal, the area would be ex-
panded to 582,578 square '
miles.

. The area contains more
than 7,000 marine species,
about a quarter of which sci-
entists believe are endemic,
The area is home to large
populations of sharks, Ha-
walian groupers and other
large predatory fish that
have been heavily over-
fished, according to a letter
sent to Obama in January
from Aila, Crabbe and oth- !
ers asking that the monu-
ment be expanded.

OPPONENTS complained
Tuesday that Hawaii resi-

quate opportunity to weigh
in on the proposal. .

“It bypasses any decision
by the Congress and the
state of Hawaii, and this is
what this is all about,” said
Akaka. “Hawaii needs to
know what’s to happen, and
there should be transpar-
ency.”

The Obama administra-
tion has scheduled commu-
ity meetings for Monday in
Waipahu and Tuesday at
Kauai Community College in
Lihue, but critics say this is
inadequate.

Peter Apo, in breaking
with fellow trustees of the
Office of Hawaiian Affairs,
said that the proposal
“strikes at the very heart of
our sovereignty as a state.”

“In 1893 they overthrew
the kingdom and estab-
lished federal control, and

“ here in 2016 they are doing

the same thing with our
oceans, except now the vic-
tim is the state of Hawaii,”
he said.

Apo noted that the size of
the expanded monument
would be double the size of
Texas.

“What is the rush?” he
said, echoing the posters
surrounding him. “Try wait,”

OHA has voted to sup- .

_ port the expansion as long

as the office is elevated toa
co-trustee position, the cul-
tural significance of the area
to Native Hawaiians is rec-
ognized and there is no

- boundary expansion toward

the islands of Niihau and
Kauai,

OHA said in a statement
Tuesday that in the 10 years

dents aren'’t being given ade- - since the creation of the cur-

rent monument, no Native
Hawaiian who has applied
for a permit for the area has
been denied access, OHA
also noted that the waters
designated for expansion
have been solely managed
by the federal government
since 1976. :
“Papahanaumokuakea

'will be the largest marine

sanctuary in the world and
make us a global leader to
show conservation and
Progress can work hand-in-
hand to create a more sus-
tainable future for
everyone,” Crabbe, OHA's
CEO, said in a statement.

THE PROPOSAL has di-
vided members of the over-
whelmingly Democratic

. state Legislature. In April, 28

state lawmakers sent a letter
to Obama opposing the ex-
pansion; a number of them
attended the Tuesday rally,
including Reps. Della Au Be-
latti, Calvin Say, Dee Mori-
kawa, Bert Kobayashi, Lynn
DeCoite, Kyle Yamashita and
Ryan Yamane.,

There is “no scientific jus-
tification or conservation
benefit” to expanding the

monument, the lawmakers

wrote in the letter to Obama,

_ “There is only the potential

to do harm to Hawaii’s econ-
omy, lifestyle, culture and
identity.”

The lawmakers said that
further restricting waters for
fishing would impinge upon
the state’s efforts to achieve
greater food security.

Hawaii's longline fishing
industry, which uses lines of
hooks to catch bigeye tuna,
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