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What to look for

Compiled by Jennifer Lynch Jun 25, 2020 from information given by 
George Balazs www.GeorgeH.Balazs.com
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How are living tags typically performed?

• http://www.seaturtle.org/tagging/living.shtml

• http://www.seaturtle.org/mtn/archives/mtn82/mtn82p1b.shtml

• http://www.seaturtle.org/mtn/archives/mtn98/mtn98p5.shtml

http://www.seaturtle.org/tagging/living.shtml
http://www.seaturtle.org/mtn/archives/mtn82/mtn82p1b.shtml
http://www.seaturtle.org/mtn/archives/mtn98/mtn98p5.shtml


When and how were living tags used in 
Hawaiian green turtles?
• Hendrickson and Hendrickson (1980) Living Tags for Sea Turtles. SWFC 

Report 80-17C.
• Hatchlings from French Frigate Shoals to Sea Life Park.
• 63 turtles were controls, not autografted
• More given reversed-plug grafts (living tags) on last left marginal scute except 

for 2 turtles (2nd to last, left marginal scute)
• https://georgehbalazs.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/TAG-NOS-

SIZES-WEIGHTS-OF-CAPTIVE-REARED-GREEN-TURTLES-RELEASED-IN-
SEPTEMBER-1981-1.pdf

• Turtles were captive-reared for research at Sea Life park for 1 y, flipper tagged 
and released 175 across MHI and FFS

https://georgehbalazs.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Hendrickson_1980_LivingTags4SeaTurtles_SWFC_Admin_Report_80-17C.pdf
https://georgehbalazs.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/TAG-NOS-SIZES-WEIGHTS-OF-CAPTIVE-REARED-GREEN-TURTLES-RELEASED-IN-SEPTEMBER-1981-1.pdf


How successful was the Hawaiian green turtle 
1980 living tag project at re-sighting?
• https://georgehbalazs.com/himb-historical/most-amazing-green-turtle-in-

the-world/
• None of the autografted turtles has been seen again, let’s try to find them!
• One of the 175 released turtles were seen again. This link shows Maui Girl’s story.

• She was a control turtle, not autografted, released from Hilo.
• Her flipper tag from 1981 (5690) survived until 2000 when seen nesting in Lahaina
• She continued nesting there every 2-3 years up to 2014.

• https://georgehbalazs.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/11/41_VanHoutan_etal_2014_AFR_Hawaiian_Gree
ns-1.pdf

• Other young turtles, from Sea Life Park activities, flipper tagged (not part of the 
auto-grafting experiment), and released have been re-sighted.  Evidence is in this 
paper.

https://georgehbalazs.com/himb-historical/most-amazing-green-turtle-in-the-world/
https://georgehbalazs.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/41_VanHoutan_etal_2014_AFR_Hawaiian_Greens-1.pdf


If we want to re-sight the 1980 autografted 
turtles, what do we look for?
• These would be 40 year old turtles, 

so adult size range.
• Could be basking, swimming, 

nesting, or stranded.
• Look for a lighter colored section 

on the last left (or 2nd to last left) 
marginal scute (see diagram).

• The light colored section can look 
like a full moon or a shooting star.

• Photos from these turtles at 1 year 
of age are not yet available, but 
George is looking for them.



Living tag photos from 
projects elsewhere around 
the world can be found here 
as a guide, but realize these 
are not in the same scute as 
the 1980 Hawaiian green 
turtle living tags.

• http://www.seaturtle.org/imagelib/?ca
t=521&thumb=1

http://www.seaturtle.org/imagelib/?cat=521&thumb=1


A closer look at Green turtles that have grown with living tags on 
seaturtle.org

Spot on 
carapace will 
be lighter

Spot on 
plastron will 
be darker 
(flipping over 
live turtles is 
not 
suggested)



Additional sea turtle living tag images on 
seaturtle.org



Kemp’s ridley living tag images from 
seaturtle.org



Kemp’s ridley living tag images from 
seaturtle.org
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